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but when I think of feaving things
here, and the good friends, to get along
the best way they ¢an in bearing the
bardens and varee of the business while
I gooff ona “iplayspell,” it makes me
feel puilty. Ans they urge it, however,
and as I am frequentiy reminded that
I am hardly well on my feet yet, L
have decided to go, Prm_rldence per-
mittiog. Just thiok of it, friends—
going through these wonderful scenes
once more, with such a traveling com-
E:arned him that it ma¥y not be much
recreation or rest for himsel!, for [
shail ask him 8o many questions, aod
may prove more tiresome than his
whole class of puplle. However, he
haa decided to take the chances, and
just wow startles e again, by suggest-
ing that we nsk the people to work up
or pre-arrange gome bee-keepergd con-
ventions at Jifferent points where we
atop- Here is a little extract from his

last letter: - , =
r. Root—We arrive a n

Lﬁit: l'Dl‘eic. 3; con_;'efnlion e;t Salt L‘ljlke,
4; or if lor only ome day,

Bgf 3.Qnﬁea’ve Balt Lake, Dec. 5; ar-
rive at Reno, Nevada, Deec. 8; leave
Renc, Dec. 8; arrive at Colfax, Dee. 8;
stay t.’wo dayr; leave Colfax Dec. 11;
arrive at Sacramenio Dec. 1I; calla
convention for Bacramento, December
i6 and 17. Do you llke this? Can’t
ou arrange for the meetings at Salt

ake, Utah convention, Deo. 8and 4,
and S'acramento Dec. 18 and 177 We
go to Los Angeles Dec, 24. Why not
arrange for a convention at Los Angeles
about Jan, 6 and 77 [t will he very
pleasant to meet the men, and they
will be glad, L think.

You please look after the conven.
tions. I think s Dotu in Gleanings,
saying that we shall be in the places
guch dates, would secure the meetings
if suggented. A. J, Coox.

AG’r CoLLEGE, Mich,, Oct. 10.

N hen, good frients, at or In the
vkl;gnr;' tof Bx;lfLake. Hacramento, or
Loos A ngeles, please get to work atonce
and have the thing worked up; secure o
hali; make the announcements In your
local papers, etc.; and, fake my word
for it, if you are obliged to travel a good
many miles Lo s€e and hear such
man as Prof. Cocit you will not regret
it. Mot only may the Btate of Michi-
an be proud of having sugh a man in
her midst, but we]l may the whole
United Btutes thank Qod that we have
Prof. Cook among U8 to lead us and to
direct us, and to teach us faith, hope
and charity. Yes, let not only bee-
keepers come, but anybody eise who ia
jnterested in the growing of crops, or
in solving the great social problems of
the present dny. Ido notknow as yet
what Prof. Coolk proposes to do with
the rest of his time while he is visiting
the Pacific States; but [ do know that
it swiil be worth your while, all of you.
to arrange so As (0 be neur where he s
a3 often ag you can.

e

James Qordon Bennett and Rudyard
Kipling arrived jo New York on the
96th inst. They came ina Freuch
steamship, the ¢ Lia Qascoigne.’?

The New York Times looks upon the
aspirations of Senator Btanford to the
presidency as even more ridiculous
than those »f Belva Lockwood; empeci-
ally 50 because the senator makes the
Farmetrs® Alliance the basizs of hia
hopes.

nion as Prof, Cook! 1 have already.

-

WAKESMAN'S WANDERINGS.

LoNDON, Oct. ). —Que often hears it said
that the old customs and traditions nre all
forever passiog away. Perbaps those who
feel and say this are themselves merely
growing away from them, and iz a manner
passing, through age and shifting con-
dition, out of thelr own former environ.
ment. Some of the more ancient custotus
are surely becoming obsolete, and with no
loas to humankind. Buot there will ever
remain to the Christian world a few of the
sweet old days of mirth and merrymaking
which no change or lconoclusm can mar or
dizpel.

alloween s one of these, Whether its
origin was pagan or Christian is of nocon-
sequence. [Iulloween wonid have been in-
vested with just the same tender brood of
superstitions and practices if it had fallen
npon the eve of Easter, St. John'’s Day or
the Fourth of July—if the latter bad had
the white beard of age npon it, The hearts
of men and women, maids and youth, fixed
apon a time for Cupid worship: for the
plighting of troths; for the divining of
what love might have in store,

In the remoter districts of England, and
especially in the ancient villages whero
little change has taken place for centurlea,
the older and more innocent featnres of
Halloween are ptill preserved and enjoyed
with unbounded zest, In the larger cit-
ies and villuges the observance has never
been much above "horse play' and rade
bonrlesqne. The Saxou mind {8 not so re-
tentive of sweet old custom and tender
superstition as is the Ceitic. Ina large
sense it may he sald that the English folk
generally while iznoring Halloween prac-
tices, universally make mental defense of
the Halloween time and spirit, and are af-
fected in n pnssive and admissive manner,
by its bold on them through literatilre
rather than through its direct spell apon
their natures, as with alf folk of Celtic or-
igln. Therefore, while its recognition by

‘the English is complete. its observance is

tolerative rather than active.

The queen herself was the chief person-
age {n a marked filustration of this fact jn
1876. Halloween was ceiebrated with nn-
asual cerernony at her Balmoral castle, In
Aberdeenshire, Scotland, by the tepantry
and servants of Balmora! nnd lavergeidie.
There were torchlight processtons, extraot-
dlonry honfires and the borolog in efligy
of witches and warlocks. Nearly 200torch-
bearers assembled at the castle ns the
sbadown of evening fell. They separateil
into two parties, one band proceeding to
Invergeldie, the other remalning at Bal-
moral. When the torches were ligbted at
6 o’clock the queen and Princess Beatrice
were driven to [nvergeldie, followed by the
Balmoral torchbearers. Here both parties
united and returned in procession to Bal-
moTul, A tremenitdous bonfire was then
lighted, the queen’s pipers playlag the
while. Refreshments, comprising every
dish dear to Halloween memory, were
served to all, when dancing to the strains
of the bagpipes was hegun on the green:
sward.

When the frolic was at its height there
suddenly appeared from the rear of the
castle a grote-que flgure representing n
witgh, with a traln of ogres and elves as
attendants. All theas minde every possible
demonstration of terror at sight of the
hnge booflre. Then foilowed an ogre of
demonlacal aspect and shape, followed by
another hideous warlock drawing n car on
which was seated the efligy of o witch, sar
rounded by other flzures In the guise of
ogres and denions. These unearthly in
truders were murched several times
around the bounfire. and {inally the chief

—

flgufe, the embodlthent of WitEhddin, Wan
taken Irem the car and hurled into the
blazing pile amid weird shrieks and howls
from the masked demons, who instantly
fled into the darkness, the cheers of the
muititude miogling with the wildest
strains of the bagpipe und a grent display
of ireworks.

An attendant prescnt at the time told
me that the scene was most Impressive
and picturesque, lochnagar anod other
mountains in the nefghborhood betng cov-
cred with snow; that dancing and all man-
ver of Halloween festivitles were kept np
until morning, and that the queen, pre-
cisely ns any other mortal present, entered
into the spirit of the extraordinary occa-
slon—assisting in some of the preparations
with her 0wy bands—with the utmost In-
terest and zest.

In Scotland and Ireland, where supersti-
tlons have held thelr own agalnst all
obange and progress, though nndoubtedly
having largely passed by gradual evolntion
from the status of almost savage belief to
that of loved and cherlshed eustom, thers
is oot another more prized time In the
whole year for deference to the universal
sway of geutle witchery and ogreish charm.
I have fonnd that the same, in degree,
holds true in Northumberland, Durham,
northern Yorkshire,Cumberland and West-
moreland, and in Wales and the Isle of
Man.

The people ol all these reglons were orfgi-
nally Celtic. To me the concluslon scems
Irresistihle that the traditlons, supersti-
tions aud practices are not only largely of
Celtie origin, but that Halloween memo-
rics and eharims hold closest and longest in
the hearts of all folk having descent affini-
ties to the Celtic parent race. My atten-
tion was firet culled to the study of theso
lines of distiuction through the interest
awakened in the personal enjoyment of n.
Halloween festivity while wandering
among the peasant®y of Ireland.

It wae nightfail ere my peasant host and
rayself, who had becn passiog the day
among the Donegal glens and mouatains,
reached the farmhonse, whare quite n
number of country falk were already nwait-
{ng our arrival. The house jtseli was
somewhat larger than the average Irish
eabin. It contained three very large, squnre
ronms.  Above these ware fairly spaciouns
lofta, rather close against the thatches,
where most of the scanty stores were
placed and whera the entire {anily were
disposed of at night Iin bunks not anlike
saflors in n vessel’s forecastle, But across
the road stood a mortar walled barp ns
large agniu Aas the house, and this, swept
clenn and set to rights, was also ready for
hospitnble service, Both honse and barn
were lighted brilliantly, eonsidering the .
bumble means of the host, with lamps,
candles, and even here and there an Irish
“splinter,”” or long sliver of hogwood coat-
ed with tallovw,

With all those constantly arriving came
mysterious little bundles, which were ge-
cratly edged futo the peasant mother's
hauds, or dropped with great effort at non-
chialan~s in some odd corner, making it
ensy enolgn to sce that, whatever might be
the hoapty of the night, each one had been
mindfual of the farmer's small purse and
the assemblayge’s concrebe mighiy needs-
ali very muach after the manoner of «
American countryside “donation party.’
Within, everything the home possessed
shone as brightly 43 the faces of all whe
came. The hotsewife seemned swelling and
burating with cheery flurry and heat ovet
pots and kettles at the great freplace ol
the room, and sundry savory odors prom.
Ised much for a later hour, The kitchen
had been given overtoilie yonngsters, who
were already deep §n thelr Halloween



