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abutbut when I1 think of leaving things
e and the good friends to get along
beet way they can in bearing the
ideasno and cares of the business while
I1 oroff on a play spell it makes me
guilty Asaa they urge it however
if I1 amm frequently reminded that
ox hardly well on my feet yet I1

decided to go providence
just think of it frienfriendss

ir through thesethen wonderful acetm
more with such a traveling com-

on as prof cook I1 have already
ad him that it may not be much
tion or rest for himself for I1

ask him so many questions and
prove more tiresome than hisbis

ie0 class of pupils however he
decided to take the chances andaad
now startles weme again by suggest
bhat we ask the people to work up

me arrange some bee

irionson att different points whrewhere weirhere is a little extract from hishia
i letter
tearr mr boot we arrive at salt
fe dec 3 convention at salt lake

a and 4 or if torfor only one day
4 leave salt lake dec 65 ar-

b at renobeno nevada dec 6 leave
a dec 8 arrive at colfax beedec 8

r two day leave colfax dec 11

ive at sacramento dec 11 callacall a
mentionution for sacramento december
addid 17 do you likolike this cant

arrange for the meetings at salt
e utah convention dec 3 and 4
sacramentor mento dec 16 and 17 we
geoe angeles dec 24 why not

beege for a convention at los angeles
itt jan 6 and 717 it will be very

t ta meet the men and they
g iad xI1 think

i pleaselea look after the conven
f think a nnoteote in gleanOteaningangel
that WOwe shall be in the places

steslatea would secure the meetings
bestedted A J COOK

i mich oct 10

w then good friends at or in the
altyty of salt lake sacramento or
gangele please set to work at once
have the thing worked up secure a

te make the announcements in youryou r
JS papers etc and take my word

if you are obliged to travel a good
ty milesamiles to see and hear such a
k asu prof cook you will not regret
not only may the state of michi
be proudroud of having such a man in

bt but well may the whole
jolteda

tem thank god that we have
prof cookook among us to lead us and to

isshak aspus and to teach us faith hope
jwjsr OMcharityrity yesfee lostjet not only bee

isawa come but anybody elseelm who is
in the growlinggrowing of crops or

ing the great social problems of
t day I1 do not know as yet

at pproff cook proposes to do with
lefttt of hishi time while he is visiting
pacific statesstate but I1 do know that

jua I1 be worth your while all of you
so as to be near where he is

hi aftenn as you can
f ames gordon bennett and rudyard

bog9 arrived in new york on the
tx lust they came in a french

ip the la gascoigneGaa coigne
lenewe now york times looks upon the
rations of senator stanford to the
lency as even more ridridiculous
I1 boose off belva lockwoodlock wood aspect
go because the senator malkesmakes the

rp alliance the basis of his

wanderings

LONDON oct 20 one often hears it said
that the old customs and traditions are aallI1
forever passing away perhaps those who
feel and say this are themselves merely
growing away from them and in a manner
passing through age and shifting con-
dition out of their own former environ-
ment some of the more ancient customscustom
aarere surely becoming obsolete and with no
lowloss to humankind but there will ever
remain to the christian world a few of the
sweet old days of mirth and merrymaking
which no change or iconoclasm can mmar or
dispel

halloween is one of these whether its
origin was pagan or christian is of no con-
sequence halloween would have been in-

vested with just the same tender brood of
superstitions and practices if it had fallen
upon the eve of easter st johns day or
the fourth of july if the latter had had
the white beard of age upon it the hearts
of men and women maids and youth fixed
upon a time for cupid worship for the
plightingalightingplight ing of trothstrotha for the divining of
what love might have in store

in the remoterremoler districts of england and
especially in the ancient villages where
little change has taken place for centuries
the older and more innocent features of
halloween are still preserved and enjoyed
with unbounded zest in the larger cit-
ies and villages the observance has never
been much above horse play and rude
burlesque the saxon mind is not so re-
tentive of sweet old custom and tender
superstition as is the celtic in a large
sense it may be said that the english folk
generally while ignoring halloween prac-
tices universally make mental defense of
the halloween time and spirit and are af-
fected in a passive and admissive manner
by its holdbold on them through literature
rather than through its direct spell upon
their natures ausas with all folk of celtic or-
igin therefore whileklaile its recognition by
the english is complete its observance tois

rather than active
the queen herself was the chief person-

age in a marked illustration of this fact in
1876 halloween was celebrated with un-
usual ceremony at her balmoral castle in
Aberdeen shire scotland by the tenantry
and servants of balmoral and invergeldie
there were torchlight processionsprofessionsprocess ions extraor-
dinary bonfires and the burning in effigy
of witches and warlockswar locks nearly torch
bearers assembled at the castle as the
shadows of evening fell they separated
into two parties one band proceeding to
invergeldie the other remaining at bal-
moral when the torches were lighted at
6 the queen and princess beatrice
were driven to invergeldie followed by the
balmoral torchbearerstorch bearers here both parties
united and returned in procession to bal
moral A tremendous bonfire was then
lighted the queens pipers playing the
while refreshments comprising every
dish dear to halloween memory were
served to all when dancing to the strains
0off tthehe bagpipes was begun on the green-
sward

when the frolic was at its height there
suddenly appeared from the rear of the
castle a grotesquegro figure representing a
witchitch with a train of ogresagres and elves as
attendants all these made every possible
demonstration of terror at sight of the
huge bonfire then followed an ogre of
demoniacal aspect and shape followed by
another hideous warlock drawing a car on
which was seated the effigy of a witch sur
rounded by other figures in theabe guise of
airesagresogres and demons these unearthly in

were marched several time
around the bofflbonfirere and finally the chief

figure tb of faltchild in was
taken from the car and hurled into the
blazing pile amid weird shrieks and howlsbowls
from the masked demons who instantly
tiedfled into the darkness the cheers of the
multitude mingling with the wildest
strains of the bagpipe and a great display
of fireworks

an attendant present at the time told
me that the scene was most impressive
and picturesque lochnagarLoobLoch and other
mountains in the neighborhood being sov
oredered with snow that dancing and all man-
ner of halloween festivities were kept up
until morning and that the queen pre-
cisely as any other mortal present entered
into the spirit of the extraordinary occa-
sion assisting in some of the preparations
with her own handewithhand the utmost in-
terest and zestmt

in scotland and ireland where supersti-
tions have held their own against all
change and progress though undoubtedly
having largely passed by gradual evolution
from the status of almost savage belief to
that of loved and cherished custom there
tois not another more prized time in the
whole year for deference to the universal
sway of gentle witchery and charm
I1 have found that the same in degree
holds true in northumberland durham
northern Yorkshire Cumberland and west-
moreland

west-
morelmorel and in wales and the isleble of
man

the people of all these regions were origi-
nally celtic to me the conclusion seems
irresistible that the traditions supersti-
tions and practices are not only largely of
celtic origin but that halloween memo-
ries and charms hold closest and longest in
the hearts of all folk having descent affini-
ties to the celtic parent race my atten-
tion was first called to the study of these
lines of distinction through the interest
awakened in the personal enjoyment of a
halloween festivefestivity while wandering
among the peasantrypeasant of ireland

it was lightfnightfallal I1 ere my peasant host and
mmyselfysela who had been passing the day
among the donegal glens and mountains
reached the farmhouse where quite a
number of country folk were already await-
ing our arrival the housebouse itself was
somewhat larger than the average irish
cabin it contained three very large square
rooms above these were fairly spacious
lofts rather close against the thatches
where most of the scanty stores were
placed and where the entire family were
disposed of at night in bunks not unlike
sailors in a vessels forecastle but s
the road stood a mortar walled barn as
large again as the house and this swept
clean and set to rights was also ready torfor
hospitable service both house and barn
were lighted brilliantly considering the
humble means of the host with lamps
candlescaud les and even here and there an irishit

splinter or long sliver of coat-
ed with tallow

with all those constantly arriving came
mysterious little bundles which were se-

cretly edged iotointo the peasant mothers
hands or dropped with great effort at non
chalanealaDee in somehome odd corner making it
easy to see that whatever might be
the bounty of the night each one had been
mindful of the farmers small purse and
the assemblages concrete mighty needs
all vry much after the manner of outoui
american countryside donation party
within everything the home possessed
shone as brightly fisas the faces of all jhc
came the housewife seemed swelling and
bursting with cheery flurry and heat ovet
pots and kettles at the great fireplace of0
the room and sundry savory odorsodora prom-
ised much for a later hour the kitchen
had been given over to the youngsters who
were already deep lqin thedr halloween


