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God and before sll men—before il the world, and !
if this people would live so as to occupy this po-
sition, they would be free from coudemnation
and would be living their religion. '

The revelations of eternity have been commit-
ted unto us, we have not been left in the dark,
but have been living in the light of revela-
fion, aud we are where the knowledge of
God and where the truths of eternity are pro-
claimed, for the servauts of God have proclaimed
the truths of the gospel unto us—the words of
eternal life, and this they are doiug duy by day.—
And now inssmuch os light and truth are present-
ed belore ug, and we walk therein, then are we
answering a good conscience before God; but if
their voice is lifted up and we are called to do the
works of righteousness, and to pursue a new life,
und if we have made plain to us our dutics and
we do not do them, we then come under condem-
natiou, and then it is that we are not satisfied in
our feelings. If we know that we have not
abode in that counsel, then we hasve not a con-
science void of offence, and while we have ths '
sting of siv upon us we are under condemnution. '
IT our hearts condemn us we may feel thet we
waut ne greater condemnation, but God is greater
than our hearts. We Lave not the power to ap-
proaci untoe the Lord our God and ask for those
blessings we really need unless we are living “up
to our privileges and walking in the light that has
been given, but if we are doing our duty we can
ask iu faith and we shall freely receive that which
we need. It has been the condition of the peo-
. ple culled Latter Day Saints in these valleys of
the meuntaivs, that they have failed to receive and
cherieh the word of God; it has not had suffi
cient pluce in their hearfs; they have felt indiffer-
eul to sucred thin to the communications made
guto them by ivspiration of the Holy Ghost.

This people above all cther people should feel
that the words of life and the dictates of the Holy
(host—that Spirit received by them through bap-
tism—are warth more to them than all the riches
or wealth of the earth, and never trespass upon
the will or conscience that is diciated by that
Spirit. 1t would be a faithiul guide to us if we
would suffer it to be.  How often, when we have
Leen jnclined to do wrong, Lo trespass upon &
brother’s rights, or disregurd good and wholesome |
couusel, that spirit has intimuated to us a belter
way, aud by not deing as we ought have grieved
it from wus, violated the purity of eur con-
sciences, and caused the pood Spirit that was all
the time pleading with us to do right 1o take its
deprrture from us. Many peradventure have
pursued this course until they have been given up
to harduess of heart, and blinduess of mind, and
their consciences have become seared as it were
with a bot iron, and an evil spirit taken possession
of them, “

Now, when the people are stired up to a sense
of their condition, they see many things wherein

they have done wrong, and wherein they have [ will live the lives we ought to live, all that is

sinned sgainst each other and agaiust the Lord,
and it becomes necessary for many to make res-
toration and restitution, which certuinly is a re-
proasch tonuy one who hus ever received the spirit
of the Gospel, aud in future should be avoided.

Itis time that every man and every woman
should see, and eudeavor to realizo the results and
eflects of transgression and of not living up to
tnose things enjoined upon them.

| feel that there is a determivation on the part
of the pecp'e 1e live their religion us they have
never done before. 1 need not say that this is
salisfactory to me, because it is 50 to'every good
and honest person who has faith before God, and
cesirce the welfare of Zion. They rejoice to see
the Saints live their religion in all respects, ne-
cording to that knowledge which is commuuic. tad
unto them. Then (this people would be u good
people from the fact that there is uo good prinei-
ple thst Las been revealed in former ages, but
what hus becn given unto us as a people.

Let me ask where is there a key, n power, an
institution that pertains to eternul lite that hus
not been revealed unte us? Have we not had the
privitege 1o handle them with our hands and to
feel th -m with our liearts, and to bestow blessings
and powers and privileges upon others? If then
we, us a people, have received greater light and
_greater blessings thmn others have in former thnes |
and ia former dispensations, it is an evidence to
e that God bas set His hand to do this work of
the last dispensation;” He las reveuled those
truthe to fit and prepare us for the importance of
this great and mighty work, and if we do not use
those blessings (o the end that God has bestow ed
them upon us how can we expect them to be
multiplied unto us? We cannot upon uny just
principle. : ‘

During the course of this reformation which
h-s been goiug on, the people have been asked a
greul many questions, or in other words they
have been calechised, and hiave been questioned
io a mapver that was ealeuluted to show them
whether they had lived their holy religion or not.
Iu connection with this I feel to make an obser-
valion or two. There 15 one question, if 1 re-
member correctly, which is mauch in the follow -
ing language: “Do you speak wugniust your|
brethren, or sgrinst any principle taught us in the |
Rible, Bock of Mormon, Book of Docirine and
Covenunts, Revelatious given through Joseph
Smith the lrophet and the Presidency of the
Church as now organized?? This is a question
which comprehends a greut deal, and I presume
that the major part of this people have answered
it in the vffirmative, and are endeavoring to teke
a course which will justify them in so duing.

But what is the nature of the question? The
langunge is “do you speak against your brethren,
&c.??  But is this all that is intended to be im-
plied by this question? I conceive that it is not,
ecause if a man does not particularly indulge in
speaking sgainst his brethren who are over him
in the Lord, or against doctrines, principles, insti-
tutions and ordinances, which they practice and
deferd, and yet persist in living day by day in
open violulion of those prineiples, let me usk
what can he de thut will declare more plainly hLis |
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judge men and women by their actions as well us

(say if there is a mun or a woman in this congre-
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nrpur-itlun to them, or render him more ocious to
his brethren and to his God? Certainly nothing.

It is an old saying that actions speak louder
than words, and if this be so we are bound to

by their words. The actions of many give un-
mistakeable evidence that they are against, and
not for, some of the most prominent doctrines
and principles revealed to us from heaven. If'

doctrines of heaven they must make an atone- |
ment equal 1o the nature of the offence. And
when their course, their actions and general de- |
portment are directly against these things, let me |

pirit of rebel- |
lion aguinst God.

If you do not feel to ¢ mply with the require-
ments and to conform to the principles taught in |
the Bible, Doctrine and Covenants, the Book of |
Mormon, and all the Jaws given through Joseph
the Prophet, and that are now proclaimed by the
servauts of God that stand at the head of the
Church, then you have uot Lived up to the hght,
neither have pructised it, consequently you have
not fally unswered a good conscience before Gud
and your brethren.

If then, up to this day youn have failed to com-
ply with thiem; if you have failed to pay your
tithing, to keep your covenants, to consecrate
your property to the Lerd; if you have failed to
receive the plurality of wives, doctrines which
are most important to this people, or any other
principle essentizl to our salvation, you have
failed to sustain the principles and suthorities of
this Church.

If you have dircetly spoken against them as
well us pursued an opposite course in your lives,
then yom are under a still greater condeimnation.
Now let me nsk is there one in this reom that has
spoken against the doctrines that have been
preached, and that have been revealed from the
heavens? Il there are none, then this people are
fur advanced on the road te perfection, and il is
to be hoped that they will so continue.

Just as soon as we have said this, we may then
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gation that has not vielded obedience to them
they have falled to comply with the law of God,
for which, and in speaking of which the Lord has
said that if the people do not comply with some
of the most important and prominent doetrines
of the Church when revealed to them, they shall
be damned, providing they have no excuse for
n.t complying with them. Here thén we see
that by examining those questions we may bring
things home to oursclves, and see whether we
have answered them as we ought.

If we have it in our hearts to do these things
nothing should detsin us, or preveut us fiom
complying. We huve nothing to hi.der us if we

wanted is determination on our part. Dutl says
one there are many objections that arise before
me. I have a large and an increasing family, and
il I should consecrale my property, give it awauy,
give up my legal claim il you please, and my
wives and children be deprived some day hence of
those rights that should be preserved to them and
they come {o want, I could never forgive myseil
for taking such a step.

Now if every such person conld be made to
understand that they must sooner or later sur-
rencer up their wives and children, it might pos-
sibly be an easy matter to deliver up their
stewardship concerning preperty. Bat how eould
you be constrained te give up your wives and
children, to give up all and be separated from
them?

Such questions are usked, such objectious arise
in the minds of some, and the consequence is,
men putoff’ conforming to what they ought to
have complied with long since. I will tell you
how I look at this matter, and how [ reason upon
this question. If I expect to inberit the blessings
that were promised by Jesus Christ, who is wy
elder brother,"iny Lord and master; if I am
anxious Lo get to the same place and position,
that he is te cceupy, 1 have to observe the sume
principles and keep the s:me laws. -

When he came into the world he eame to do
his father’s will and not his own, consequently o'l
he did was for the Father and net for himsel/,
and when the work is finished he delivers iLup to
the Father, even all that he has had power to suve
(rein among the children of men, He delivers it
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ap that God may be all in all, and in this way
manifests his loyslty to the Father, and so must
we. Jesus makes no reserve when he delivers
up his stewardship—but says, Futher here is the
work thou gavest me to do, here 1 give all back (o
thee for all are thine.

Do you.who are fathers and husbands expect
to give away veur earthly possessivns? Suppesing
you accummulate wives and children, do vou
expect 10 give up your wives and every child that
has been Lorn unto you? Have you ever thought
that you would be ealled 1o give up all to your
superiors? Did you ever think that your steward-
ship would be required of you, and that we have
to give yp all that we possess? thut we ourselves
are not our own but boaght with a price? This
is something that all should thiuk ef, because all
ure concerned. Then why shiould you aund I be
so anxious about our wives and children, and not
be willing to seek first the kingdom of God and
his righteousness, when we know that if we are
ever saved in that kingdom curselves, we shali
have to deliver all up to the authorilies over us,
these t¢ whom we are amenable,

Jesus daes not deliver up ull to the Father to
be eternally dispossessed, but that from the Father
he may receive the rewurd of his labors, and that
will be an eternal reward. 1 have to prove that [
am a faithful servant of God, and when all this
is given unto me, and I restore it back to Him
who gave it, then if He sees fit to return it to me
with many fole added ou account of my faithful-
ness, ull right; for if I am faithful over ene talent
He may peradventure give me five or ten talents.
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Let me tell you the time has net come for us to
receive our inheritanee and places upon the earth,
nor when we can receive all that is promised. If
we are worthy of sons and davghters, of wives
and children, they will be given us, and the time
will come when we shall receive all that we are
worthy of, or that we can officiate for. Il we
prove feithful servants, just stewards, then per-
adventure we shall re¢eive something for an eter-

. men will speak or act against the authority and E nal inheritance.

Let ma view the subject, and look at these
things which ever way I will, I find there is no
way that is so liberal and good s that which God
has provided for ns, If we waut to secure some-

‘ask if they are not using their influence and | thing that will be an everlasting blessing to us we |
power against this people and the dectrives of this | can do so by following the eourse thai God has Pess uni
charch? Such a course exhibitsa s

pointed out, then if we lose our life we shaull save
it; but if we seek to save it we may loss it. It
:a so with our preperty, and all that we seem t
1ave.

I know that many are now accumulating large
families sround them, and it b-comes them to

know whether they ure doing it from a selfish

prineiple, to build up themselves or the kingdom
of God, und whether they are doiug what they do
from pure motives, upon the ‘principles of sulva-
lion or from selfishness. All we do should be
upon those liberal principles and views that we
have been taught. If it is not we will find that
it will be a curse to us instead of a blessing, for
nothing that we obtain will do us good unless we
act upon those prirciples that pertain to eternal
increase and to elernal lives,

The present 1 coas'der to be a day of vast im-
portance to this people, it is a time when the
minds of both the old and young are drawn out
to establish themselves iu the midst of Israel and
their generations after them, by rearing up these
that will bear their names with honor among their
fellow men, and thus we adopt this high and holy
principle of increase that we have been tanght.

We ougit every day of our lives to go to and
improve ourselves and ourfamilies, thut peace and
salvation may reign in the habitations of Zion.
Men and women often jastify themselves in do-
ing wrong from the conduct of others. The
husband because of the wife, and the wife because
of the husband or neighbor, and bectuse one is
troubled with a failing, perhaps another will tarn
rouund and retaliate in the same thing.

Now il every individual in this 'Ferritnr}' will
learn this lesson that when oune has an evil and
contentious spirit it is no licemse whatever fogan-
other to become evil und contentious, or 1% do
wrong and get a similar spirit, they would be
much better than they are.” It does not injure
me to return good for evil but it does me goed.
If 1 know what is right it is for me to do that
right, but never to do evil.

Now | would say to fathers, mothers, to hus-
bands and wives, and also to those in the same
family one with another, and to all these people,
live every day of your lives so that yeu will know
you are free from condemnation, and that you
have lived so as not to incar the least compune-
tion of conscience, and then you will be a good
people and our enemies shall never prevuil sgaiust

These are some of my feelings in reference te
the position we ought to eccupy. By pursuing
this course we shall increase and multiply day by
day in every good word and work, and in the
knowledge of God, and there will be no end to
that increase,

I feel that this people are increasing and multi-
plying in faith and in the knowledge of God, and
that they are incressing in my own breast. 1 feel
desirous to live in that way that when called up-
on to deliver up my stewardship the master may
be pleased to give me many fold in return, and
account me worlthy to reeeive an inheritunce,
even that which pertaivs to eternal lives.

- We are all children of the same great parents.

and His hand is stretched out to do us good; He |8

will bestow apon us those greut and glorious bless-
ings which are prepared for the faithful. Ie does
not bestow those bl ssings at randem upon the
human family, but upon such us are worthy of
becoming enl rged. Tlis seems to be the princi-
ple in connection with the plan’ of salvation.
There is a great deal to enjoy more th:n we have
yel attained to. °

Mormonism is like everythiog else in the
world that.has the principles of lile within itself.
The beasts of the field, the fowls of the air, the
fish in the sea all have the power of increase with-
in them, and they will multiply, and always have
a place to do so. Upon the same principle if the
words of life bave place in our hearts they will
produce and increase, und this is importunt and
necessary to bring us iuto the favor and’ celestial
family of the Logd.

I'do not feel that I am called upon to oceupy
a grest porlion of time, us there are many others
here present who wish to spesk. I feel that it is
a blessing to every one, and that every man ought
Lo esteemn it a privilege to speak before the saints.
I realize that we have the privilege of increasing
in every good word and work, aud may we con-
tinue so to do until we attuin.to the fulness of the
statue of a perfvet man in Christ, is my prayer:
Amen.

REMARKS

By President Daniel H. Wells, Tabernacle, Feb-
roary 22nd, 1847,

[REPORTED BY GEO. D. WATT.]

Brethren and sisters, while br. Samuel Richards
was addressing yon,a great many reflections pass-
ed throngh my mind, a few of wlfich I will try to
lay before you in regard t¢ the parable of the
sower and the seed. The Scripture reads—*“Be-
hold a sower went forth to sow, and when lLe
sowed, some seeds fell by the way side and the
fowls came and uevmlredyihem upj; some fell upen
stony places, where they had not much earth, and
forthwith they sprung up, because they had no
deepness of earth; and when the sun was up,
they were scorched; and because they had no root
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tl::l;' withered away. And some fell among thorns,
and the thorns sprang up and choked them; but
other fell into good ground and brought forth
frait, eome an hundred-fold, some six'y-fold and
some lhirty-fold.” I have thoiight of this para-
ble considerably this winter, You will find that
when the seed 1s cast into stony ground it will
spring up gquickly and grew rapidly, but when the
sunbeams come upon it with strength and power
slit will wither up and die. Have any received the
 good word Ruring what we bave called the refor-
!lnntiun, and will they now wither up.and die?—or
| will they be like the seed that is cust into good
gronnd which takes root downward and springs
upward, and bring forth the woiks of righteous
o salvation? And now, as the season ad-
' vances, we will have to be more specially engaged
|in our various business avocations and shall not
 have so wuch time to spend in hearing the woid of
 the Lord as we have had during the past winter,
therefoie lel us see toit that the plants now grow-
ing in our bosoms do not wither up and die.
I have told you, and others have, that we have
no expeetations in this life of a worldly nature
but what will go into the grave with us when we
| go. ~ *Mormonism’ and the priesthood which we
| have resting upon’us reach behind the vail, and
what we have to do here is to prepare ourselves
in this channel for the blessings we expect 1o re-
ceive hereafter,

It is a true remark, “He that seeks to save his
life shall lose i1.’ What is there worth having
outside of our faith and religion? If we want
to live either here or in eternity, this is the only
channel wherein we can obtain that which is
really worth having. If we want to be prospered,
let us put on the yoke of Christ and keep it on,
seeking first the kingdom of hieaven and its right-
eousness and all other things will be added there-
to. This is the only principle upon” which we
can obtain aught that is of lasting worth, no mat-
ter what 1t is that we want.

In order to redeem Zion we had to come from
Nauvoo to the mountains, and we must abide
here until the Lord shall say to the contrary. It
we want wives and children in eternity, we must
be failbfnl stewards over those committed to our
trust in time, that we may receive an inheritance
in etermity. If we want inheritances in this
world—if we want worldly possessions—we must
be faithful stewards in the things of this world
and hold them as from the Lord, always keeping
them upon the altar. No matter whether in
spiritual or temporel affairs; the prineiple is the
same, farthfulness is required. And if we do not
feel willing to devote ourselves with heart, mind
and talei®, as well as our worldly possessions, to
the cause of God, we are not worthy to receive
Lthe diuheritance to which we are looking for-
ward.

How is it with those who turn away and wither
|up end die, after having partaken ef the good
iword of life and partaken of the powers of the _
world to come? In view of these things the Sa-
vior said unto the generation in which he lived,
“It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom
and Gomorrah in the day of judgment, than for
you?' This will strictly apply to us, if we turny
jaway. Or might it nol be said, with equal force,
it sliall be more tolerable for Carthage and War-
saw then for us in that great day, if we tarn away
from the principles of life and salvation that are
poured upon us? There is no damnation so com-
plete as that which will come on those persons,
whe, after having tasted the good word of God,
afler having received the principles of life and
salvation and been-made acquainted with the
powers of the world to come, again turn unto the
beggarly elements of the world. Then it becomes
us to bang on to these principles and to this power
—to this principle of life and salvation which has
been revealed fo us—and not let them slip fiom
us and we finally go down to perdition.

D)y we see and appreciate the blessl

ospel whicl Lias been made known
times I think we |
we become care
never be, but wé"
the knowledgze of Gt
t easure indeed and 187
'taininz to the ki
faithful to ircrease in if, as
knowlcdze, Lot us get thé®
and not let it sip through our
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We go to the ends of the rarﬁl and proclaim
this go=pel to those who it iu darkness, and we
feel desirous for the-salvation of Israel—we de-
sire 10 impart to the world the good and saving

feelings we possess. This is good, and there 1s
nothing in the world that begins to compare with
the things accomplished by the Latter Day Samts.
They go upon the principle of faith £or their sup-
port, and they prosper, There is no people equal .
to this people, they are the pure in heart, which
constitutes Z on. If they will only apply to their
every day lives the principles which have brought
them together and faithfully live their religion,
they are the happiest people in the world and a
people the Lord delights to tless, when he can do
it without sending them to hel'; and there is noth-
ing but what they will be able to accomplish, in-
asmuch as they are faithful.

They love the authorities of this church; they
love br. Brigham, and he has great inflnence over
th-m. What fault has the world to find with br.
Brigham? None, except that the people are unit-
ed in sustaining him and that his word and coun-
sel are as the law unto them. What right have
Lhey to f':m‘} {aultr w:]iih or complain of this? He

as a just nght to his popularityy Joseph Sini
had a right to lus; the L.Erd gave{t; to thgm. Ar?d]
there is no governor, presidenty emperor, or king,
but what wonld be glad to get just such a popu-
larity and is seeking for it all the time. They
seck to gain an aflection in the breasts of the peo-
ple over whom they preside, but they have not
that wisdotn and hence caunot obtain it—it is not
for them. But br. Brigham has obtained it, and
all the rnlers and all the world are seeking ‘he
same thinz and finding fault with him and wonld
take his I'fe, because_he has that which they are
seeking for and cannot find. That fact of jtself
shows up their inconsistency.
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