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DISCOTURSEH

PREST. JOSEPE ¥, SHITE.

DELIVERED

At the General Uf:tn ference, S
April 9, 1882.
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REPORTED BY GEO, F. GIEES,

Nently all the brelhren who have
apoken at this Couference have
referred to the circumstances 1n
which we, 28 a people, are now
placed; and 1t would sezmn unneces-
sary for me to make any {urther
refarence to this all-prevailing sub-
ject with which the people general-
jy are more or less familiar, and in
which we necessarily are consider-
ably interested. But while the
brethren who have epoken have
merely referred to some of the say-
ings of the Prophet Joseph and to
items in the revelations through
him, to the Church, I fee! impress-
ed, to read in the hearing of the
congregalion one or {wo passages
from the revelations previously re-
ferred to. 1 will, therefore, cail the
attention of the congregation to a
verse or two in the revelation given
fn 1631, which wiil be found on page
219 of the Dottrine and Covenants:

o man break the Jaws of tho land, for
hulﬂing keepeth the [awsofGod hath no need
10 breatk the laws of the land.

" Wherefore, be subject to the powers that
be, until 'He reigns whose right itis 10 velgn,
dand subdues all enemies under His feet.
I3ehoid, the laws which ye bave recclved
from hand are the lawsof the Chburch,
and in this Hght ye sha!ll hold them forth.

Bebold here 1s wigdom.

The following” 1 quote from a rev-
elation given Lecember, 1833, page
201,

According to the.laws and the Constitution
of tbe peopie which I bhave suffered to be es.
tabilshed and should be maintained for the
rights and protection of all fiesh, according to
jmst and holy prinelples. :

That every man, may ct)in doctrine and
prlnutpfﬂ pertaining to futurity, according to
the moral agency which I have given unto
them, thit every man may be acoountuble
for h's own &ins in the day of judgment.

e BOndAge 0w t0 AROUE, =
ghouid n noe ,

And for this purpose have I establishod the
Cogpstitution of this land, by the hands of wise
men whom I raised up unto this very pur-
pose, and redcemed the land by the sheddmg
of blood.

Again, in a revelation on page 342:

And now, verlly I say vnto you concerning
the laws of the land; it 18 my will that my
peopie shall observe 10 do &l things whatso-
ever] oo~ UI"Idv jaua _
stitutional, supporting that prineiple of frée-
dom n maintaining rights and privileges,be-
longs to all mankind, and is jusufiabic before

me. !

Therefore I, the Lord, justify you and your
brethren of my Church, in belr that
E:d which Is the coasgitutional law ef the

And as pertaining to law of man, whatso-
ever I8 more or Jess than these, comeih of
evil
I, the Lord God, make you free, therofore
yeiure free indeed; and the law also maketh
you free;

Nevertheoless, when the wicked rule, the
peopio mourn;

Wherefore, honest men and wise men
should be soughs for diligently, and good
men and wise men yo should obsorve to up-
hold; otherwise, whatsoever 18 leas than these
coweth of ovil :

And I give unto you a commandmsent, that
yeshall forsake all evil and cleave unto all
K00d, that yo shall ive by every word which
proceedeth out of the mouth of God;

- +or He will give unto the mithrugfllnu upon

line, precept u precept; and 1 will try you
and prove you herewith;

And whoso Jayeth down hislife In my causs,
or my nama's sake, shall .flnd it again, even
11fe eternal;

‘Therefore, bo not afrald of your enemies,
for I have cecreed In my heart, saith the

that 1 wll l;drgm you in all things,
W fi:cr yvou will abide in my covenant, even
unto deavh, that you may be found worthy;

For if ye will not abide in my covenant, yo
fare not worthy of me.

This, as I understand it, i3 the Jaw
of God to the Chureh of Jesus Christ
of- Liatter-day Saints In ali the world.
And the requirements here made of
us must be obeyed, and practically
carried out in our lives, in order that
we muay seoure the fuitilment of the
promises which God has made tothe
people of Zion, And it is further
written, that inasmuch as ye will do
the things which I comm:nd you,
thus saith the Lord then am I bound;
otherwise there I8 no promiss, We
can therefore only expect that the
promises are made and will apply to
us when we do the things which we
are commanded,

We are tokd here that no
man heed break the lawsof the land
who will keep the laws of God. Dut
this isfurther defined by the passage
which I read afterwards—the law of
the land, which all have no need to
break, Is Lthat law which is the Con-
stitutional law of the land, snd that

is a3 God himself hay defined it.

N o——

to be in doubl as to the E{Jurm;hﬂ1
8
'mand of God in relation to the ob-
E
maintain that the Church.of Jespsé
Christ of Liatter-day Saints has ever
been faithfal to the feonstitutional
mday | ! :
| 4 also, that I have a ri;
opinion, as an Ameri
one who was no
Ameriean soil, but who descepdeil

hould purfue under the [gom-

ervance of the laws of theland., 1

I maintain
ht to this
citizen, as

born on

aws of our country. ,
i

from parents ywho “for geéperations
were born in" ‘America. I hayea
right to interpret the law 'in this

ﬁﬂple of God can donothing

[¥
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And inasmuch as they are not tho slmrs!
of men, they age as that has lost itegavor
ﬁ is t h {formnot butto be
it out and trodden under foot of men.
But verily I say unto you, I have decreed
that your brethrén which have been scattered

siall return to the land of thelr inheritances, Z alnst the Prophet Joseph . as ihe

L
“WMorces of nature are endless, did they

énd build Jzupthe waste places of Zion.™

It is somewhere written as the
werd of God that the enemies of the

t
for Zion, Now It U rev aw‘fﬁr1

a few weoments the history of the
Church and see how far the acts of
the enemies of this people have gone
towards nullifying those words. "
When Joreph flrsé Jocked upon

cluslons and express my opinions
thereon  regardless of ' the opin-
ions of other men, |

I ask myself, What law have
you broken? What censtitutional
law have vyou mnot observed?
[ am bound not only by alleziance
to the govérnment ofithe United
States, but by the aectual command
of God Almighty fto observe and

manner and to form nly own con- |

the face of the Father and the Bon
in 1820, until the Book of Mormon
was transiated snd published to the
world in 1829, his: ehemies did not
gense theirefforts' to destroy himj
they sought his life continually;
they blackened his character; they
maligned and proscrived him, and
Lis name was cast oul as evil among
all men. But mark vou, at the be-

DSEREP NEWS.

designa, eoneerning this great latter-
day work. :
n all these viclssitudes and dur-
Ing all the persecutions of fourieen
which were as ceaseless

diminish the numbers of Baints?
Did they break the Saints to pleces?
Did they destroy them? Noj you
know they did not, and 1t seems
that our enemies themeelves are
fully aware of this fact. * But when
they thought they had torm up|
Sihiormonism® by the roots and éast
it out to dry up acd withéer under
the parching, blighting influence of
hostile blic sentimens, “behold,
they bad only transplantedthe tres
into new and better watered soil.
Instead of desiroying our confidence
in the promises of God t> ue; it had
the tendemcy to stremgthen our
faith, to inerease our knowledge and
experience, thus ﬁtt‘mg and prepar-

| before we

quities, that their cup might be fall,

cbey every constitutional law of the
land, and without hesitancy I de-

have naver violated, nor transgress-
ed any law, I am not amenable to.
any penahfaﬂ of the law, because 1
have endeavored from my youth up
to be a law-abiding citizen, &ndnot
only so, but to be' & maker, a
preacher of righteousness, and not
only to. preacih righteousiess by
wor
furaci’mva I to fear? The Lord Al
mighty requires this ple to o©b-
serve the laws of the land, to be sub.-
ject to “the powers that be/”” 80
far as  they abide by the funda-
mental prineiples of good govern-
ment, but He will held them re-
sponsible if they will piss unconsti-
tutional measures and frams unjust
and proscriptive laws, as did Nebu-
chadnezzer = and Darius; - in rela-
tion to  the three  ldebrew
children and Danlel;. «if law.
makers have a-mind {to -violate
their eoath, break their covenants
and thelr faith with the people,send
depazt from the provisions of the
Constifution where is the law hu-
man or divine;which bindsjme, as an
individual, to eutwaraly- and openly
proclalm my . acceptance of their
‘acls? -
I firmly believe that thie only way
in which we ean be susgtained in
in regard to this matter by God cur
Heavenly Father is by following
the illustrious exan}ple—ﬂ we find in
EH{F IWAt'h A &ﬁi&r IE'W {?[}[gl“- |#
of men who seek togbring. usinto
bondage and to ugprﬁﬂﬂ“ us, we must
obey God for He has cﬂﬁi‘mam‘g‘d
us to do sojand at the game time He
has declared fthat in ‘obeying ' the
laws which He hzs given us we
wiil not necegsarily break the con-
stitutlonal Iaws of the laud.

I wish to enter here my avowal

that the people called Latter-d
Saints, 8s has been offen repea

most  law-abiding,. .the = most
peaceable, long-suffering and
atient people that  can to-day

e found within the confines of this

republie, and perliaps anywhere else
upon the face of the earth; and we
intend o continne to be law-abldi

80 far as the copstitntion=1.law of
the land is cencerned; and wo ex-
pect to meet the consequences of
our obedience to the laws and com-
mandmwents of God like

are my sentiments bricHy expres-
sed, upon thia subject,

Now I desire Lo read another pas-
sage in u revelation givew in 1834
which will be found on page 384
of the, Doetrine and Covenants,
cecmmencing ot the first verse:

“* Verily I say unto you, my frionds, be-
hold I will give wnto yon a revalﬂt!nn,aud
commandment, that yom may know how to
e the BRI Ty R ies opoeghs
aJdon and. o on of your
brethron, who have beoen Pff
land of Zion. Ecﬁ md1 ereat
Being driven and smitten by the hands of:
mine enemies, on whom I wiil pour out my
wrath without measure In mine own time:
For I bave suffered them thus fir, that
they might fill up the weasure of thelr ini-

And that those who eail themselves after
Iny name might be chastened for a little sei-
son with & sore gnd griévous chastisement
because they did not bearken altog:ther un.
to the precepts 8ud commandmonis which I
AV unto them.

But verily I say unte you, that T have de-

clare to this copgregation that I)

but by example., What there- |-

Fick

ed from this stand, are .the]

B8 | piountain whieh gathers not only

Imen. These|

—

{ Eouri?

gioning of this period Joseph wasa
%ﬂdut a little over 14 yea:s of age;
and during these nine years of per-
secution he was but a boyjhe had
no vast copgregation ' a3 we see be-
fo;e . us .« this,, morndng - to
susiain, encourageyur-cheer himuin
his ministry and labors.:.He steeil
aleng.in the.world, friendless and
despised, cast out, maligned and
perseculed on every hand. «utdid
the work cease? Did, his enewmies
prevent bim from  peiforming the
mission which he bad bgen sent to
accomplish? They tried and they
did their ufmost. They net only
made frequent sttempts to linprison
him under thelaw, but they made

thus stop the progress of the work
in which he was'engaged. They
spared neither pains nor means, nor
did they shriak from hypocrisy,
falsehood and misrepresentation to
aceom plish their purposes; but they
signally failed, and he continued to
sterdily pursue his course, and per-
formed - his ‘worlk, tranelated the
plates, publiehed the Book of ' Mor-
mon, and in 1830 organized fthe
Church ot Jesus Clirist of  Latfer-
dsy Raints, necording to the law of
the land. -,

When the DBook of Mormon' was
published andthe Chureh organiz-
ed, did they cease their endeavors?
did the hatred of the world diminish?
did the wicked stop their. perseca-
tions? did they refraiv from slander-
ing, misrepresenting, and other wise
al toamantisg tv voclraod thio Progresns
of work? Nos they did nof, but
on the contrary, as the werk deval-
oped, 83 the Church ipereaged in
numbers and began to spread on the
right ,and on the.left, the feeling
of . hatred, animesity; bilterness
and persecution increased proper-
tionately, and as the Church be-
camo strongery her enemies become
more numereus and gained strength.
But notwithstanding, we moved on;
built a Temple in Kirtland, Ohio,
from whenee we colonised  Jacks=on
County, Miseourl. We were aflter-
watds driven into Clay, Cald-
well and Daviess countiss, Mijs-
| sonri, where we founded
new colcnies, Y.ike the snowball
starting from the summit of the

=

R

|

in bulk buf in" veleeity, so did the
w;ﬁrinf God increase in the midst|
of the opposition, persecution an
hatred uf;;:;!]:x{:w:irhf. In the midn‘i
of all the powers that were exeried
fo"stop it, ¥ moved right on.
F Bat did they succeed ' in expelling
out people from Jackson County,

ing us for the future that lay before
B |

Finally they succeeded in taking
the life of the Pr
his brother; and they shed the blood
of our honored President who' sits
here fo-day upon this stand. They
thought then. they bad aecomplish-
ed their hellish work, they thought

ophet: and that of | believe from the ex

—_——
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the gonditioos, although many msy
not bavedonz as they sheuld have
done. We have prevailed thus far,
in ascordance with the word of God,
And what of the future? BSo far
ih- ultimatam of this work is eon.
cc-rned there is no man in Israel why
has a spark of the inspiration of the
Almighty ip his heart who does ug
ow justas well as he knows thai
(God lives or that he him-elf lives
that it will be triumphant. But!
do neot suppose it would be wisdom
in God {0 show us all the vicissitude
and changese, the trials and persecu
tions through which we may haw
to pass in order to reach this con
summation, bLeviuse if He dif
we might get faint hearte
were pre to ente
into that trial. -We may have to b
driven agaln,” T do not say we shal
be driven; I do not believe we shal
but what hss been done may I
done  again. And supposin
we were, driven again what woull
be the result? Isit not fair to pre
sume—have we not good grounds i
perience of th
past, that if we should be agsi
driven and despoiled of our horaes-
we should rise up somewhere ely
many foid greater and more numer
ous we are now? The em

then the head and front, or root and
branch of ‘“Mormonism” was des-
troyed. DBut was it?  Noj 36 only
meade us stronger in faith and more
usited in purpose. “The blood of
the mariyrs beeame the seed of the
Church.” |

They next drove wus from our
homes in Nauvoo. [ remember the
cumstanced although at the time

several attempts totake hisdife,and | [ was butalad. I also remember

my thoughts on the day the mob
besieged the City of Nauveo. My
widowed mother had been compel-
led a day or Ltwo previeusly to take
her children. aud ferry them, in an
pn flat boat, acress the Mississippi
river into Iowa, where we cam
under the trees and listened to the
bombardment of the ¢lty. We ‘had
left our comfortable home with =l
the furnifure remsioing in the
house, togethzr with all our earthly
possessions, with no hop=or thought
of ever seeing them again; and 1
wellremember the feelinugs I had
when we made our eamp on the
Iowaside of the river. Chey were
not feelings of regret, sorrow . or dis-
appointment, but of gratitude to
God that we had the shelter of evan
the trees and ,.the bread bosom of

tho ""fallier ¢f waters" Lo protect os
from those who sought our Jivesy I
felt to thank God that K we still pos-
sessed our lives and freedom, and
that there was at least some pros-

ect of the homeless widow and her
amily of little ones, hel;less as
they were, to hide themselves some-
where in the wilderness from tho e
whosought their destruction, even
though it chould be among the wild,
so-callod savage, native tribes of the
desert; but who have proved thems-
selves more -humane and Curistiike
than the so-called Christlan and
more civiliz'd ' persecutors of the
Saints.

After the expulsion of the Saints
from Nauvoo, and from the State of
[llinois, our enemies thought surely
the “Mormons™ are now breken up,
and that this would be the last of
““Mormonism.” - But it is strange
how hard we are to kill; it would
seem that we obect to hei'ng killed:
there j8 sometlhing dreadful in the
thought of being destroyed-—annihi-
Iated. We naturally recoll from such
a doom and seek fo preserve and

and fisally from the State of Mis-
Yes, they drove the Sainta
from their homes, deprived them of
their rights as citizens and freemen,
murdered many. of -thepy -in  cold
1blgod, while others they confined in
dungaeons {eediog them on the flesh,
(as these heartless wretcheas them-
selves boasted) of their own brethren;
aund (Iyy dispersed the people, as
they supposed, to the four winos of
heaven, rejoicing ia the belief that
they had, sinally eonsummated the
destruction of the “Mormons.””  But
Iikp  the . phoenix rising from the
aghes of i{s suppesed destruction,
they gathered like swarms of bees in
I1linols, founded a city, and built
anelher Temple, which cost a mil.
lion dollars ~ the most beautifnl

|

and to  uphold truth, to defend vir.

petuate our existence. The fact
18, we think we have a right to “life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness,”” so long ;as we do noi inter-
fere with the rights eof others; we

therefore most decidedly otject to|8

being fdemolished; we do not ke
nor do we intend to bedestroyed.
Not that we presume to be able to
defend ourselves unaided by divine
power, against cur numerons and
unrelenting foes; but knowing in
whom we trast, and the nature of
the work in which we are en-
éngage-d, we are not slow to belleve,
neither are we -afraid to openly
maintain that we were bora to live,

tue, 1o establish righteousness, and
to stand by the right, and by the

£in o provai! against mine cnomles from t
\ L]

Creed 8 deoree which my  people ehall vealize
lnasipuch as they hearken from this vory

:r&tr, unto the eounsel which I, the Lord

ir God, shall give unto them.
Bebold they shall, for I bave deoreed it, he-

¥

And by hearkenitg to obterte all th
iy God, smhali

Auvd whatsoever is more or leag|SPedk untothem, thoy. sbhall never ce2so to
than this cometh of evil. Now EW “ﬂ;ﬂ;&? | anti?ﬁggg ﬁ‘riﬂgtmnﬂmﬂ'
It seems fo me that . this|untothe Saints, to possess 1t for =

makes this matter so clear that it is|e

not possivle for any man who pro-
fosseszes t0 be a member of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latte

AU A

day Salnts to make any mistake,

O3 ], world,

- ever and
But inasmuch as they keep not my com- |

mandments, and hegarken not 40 observe &1

mYy words, tho xrdoms of
- | nrovail ﬂgh e thﬂtmﬁln. the world shall

Forthey wére set tobe a lght unto the

20d (0 be the gaviors of men;

rirticture in the western  siates at
that time; and they continued to
thriva, Here they gained something
which they vever pessessed befere,
a City charter granted to them by
the Biate pgovernment of Illinois,
Lhey soon becime notable for their
unjon-and their lefacity to the prin.
ciplés which'they had é&: fmunaﬂ, for
their fafth in God and in His sor-
ventithe “Urophety for their unoon.
querble; jirevoonble will 10 prose-
cute what they knéew {o'be the work

|

help of God we intend to fill the
measure ef our creation,

Letus follow the wanderings of the
Latler-day Saists across' the plains
10 thesas mountain valleys, and look
&l our conditivn toglay eompared
with our condition ja 1ll'nois, Mis-
souri, Ollo, or New York, or .com-
pared with cur-eondilion at any pe-
riod of our existenee as achurch.
What do we see to-day? Weses the
promises of Geod made on  certain
conditions fulfllled; and that is an

of God, and to accomplish, so far as
in their power lay, His purposes and |

evidence to me that the majority of

mies of (God can do nothing agains
but much fory the work of God. |
it net written that the God g
heaven has et His hand for the Jas
time to establish His kingdom upa
the earth, never more to be throwm
down, and no more to be le't |
another people? Are we not assure
by the word of God ancientand mo
ern that i1ts destiny is onward an
until the purposes of G
concerning this great latter.ds
work are consunmmmated? This seen
to be aegoint difficuit for many |
com end; * but when compl
hen it i8 a Key to the wha
psiter. ' 'Wkhat God has decre
cannut be annulled by the learnin
wisdem, weslth, power, numbers:
cunning of mxan! There is no powe
bemeath the celestial kingdom th
can stop or impede its progreesm
jota. 1ts destiny is onward and y
ward, man may fail, but the pu
poses of Ged will not, All His en
mies, combined - with the cunnin
and, perfidy of the infernal spiritsh
which they aie moved, to hak
hound, and pursue him unto deall
falled, signally failed, even in th
crime of murdering him, to preve:
Joseph Smith, from accompl
his mission; he filled his destin
and sealed his testimony with hi
blood, And bi: blood is upon thi
nation and upon all the natio
that have consented to that terribh
deed Jinasmuch as they ¢
not repent orf thelr sins m
obey the Gospel of salvation ' whi
is being preached unto them,

My childhood and youth wa
egen_tin wandering with the
of God, in suffering with them ar
in rejolcing with them, My who
life has Veen identifled wilh
geop}e, and in the nawe and by b
elp of God it will be to the end.
have no other -associations or pla
of abode. I am in thisrespect ik
Peter when the Savior, on seels
the people turn . .away from His
asked him, Will ye go also? &8¢
Peter, Lord, if I leave Thee whith
can 1 go, Thou hast the werds!
eternal jife. We have nothing e
to do save to Kkeéep in the narmy
th that leads back to God «
ather. That is the channel He I
marked out for us to pursue, and
is our duty to press on; we cany
turn aside, we cannot switeh ¢
there is no side track, it is a ““thr
traia” and its destiny is alr
fixed and mapped out. We ha
got to meet opposition as it
itself, baltling against it with ¢
weapons of truth which God b
placed in our hands., And we mu
make up our minds that this worl
with all its pleasures is as dre
compared with the excellency!
the Enowledge of God. He in
to try us and prove us,and He ha
right to do it, even to the danﬂ

need be, and only those who en

to the end, who will not flinch, b
will maintain their integrity att
rizk and eacrifice of their all, if n
be, will gain eternsl life, or!

;ﬁ]}rlhy of the reward of the fail
ul.

I am thankful to God that cires
stances are as well with us as )
are. lle has delivered His pa;
thus far and blessod them from
beginning. His word has beenf
filled concerning them, and wilk
falfilled from this time hencef#
until His purposes shall ba acol
plished with regard to them, p*

viding they keep his commat

ments, which, that they may @, *

the people have complied with i‘! prayer, in the name of Jei®

men.




