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April 12, 1866.1

God and we know it. He put the ques-
tion direct, Js your religion true, and
do you know it? when the congregation
responded with a perfect  shout of
“ayes.’!  With this Enowledge, we are
the only people in the world who have
the courage to preach and practice
truth and righteousness and reprovein-
iuity. Took upthe subje¢t of marringe
and plurality 1of wives, quoting the
(‘onstitutional provision with reference
to religion, and showing that inarviage
i+ recognized in the Greek, Catholic and
Anglican churches as a religious cere-
mony, and & vital part of,religion. In
proving that the doctrine is a necessar

part of our faith he said, ‘‘Joseph Smil

told ethers and he told me, that il this
prineiple was not sustained thisChure
could not eontinue to advance,
volved not only our happiness in tim

but in eternity; and every man or wo-
man claiming to be in the Church who
opposes this principle is on the high
road to'apostagy, if not alread i apostate:
God will maintain His work and the,
miserable, corrupt beings who geek .to

Ia |
It infnn-with regard to plural marriage., -1t
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stances or in teaching deectrine, The
doetrines which we have embraced are
exceedinglydear to the faithful believer,
and I may alsosay, that doetrines, how
‘erroneous soever they may be, are as
gaered to the person who believes them
as our doctrines are (o us. '
Our faith and our acts are known to
each other, and also to the world, al-
though they are held forth by many in
an unfairlight. However, when an un-
truth is told against the Latter-day
Saints, a eonviction that it is untrue
comes to every person who hears it, and
the Spirit of Christ, that enlighteneth
every man that cometh into the world,
teacheth the ehildren of men true prin-

ciples, Wi '
| -ﬁMmrtrmy opin-

Fwilln

is of God, and He has revealed it from
tthe Heavens and made it obligatory
upon the Saints in the last days. I am

as any of ‘my brethren who bhave
spoken. Tt is embraced in the faith of
the Latter-day Saints and practiced by

bring evil upon Zion and practice wick- } many of them. ‘If I have a wife who

cdness among her people will fail in
every atttmgg to accomplish their hell-
i.-,ahdpurpgses-if “we remain faithful to
(200, lak ol B S

Anthem by the Tabernacle choir,

Prayer by Elder F. D, Richards,

| Saturday, 2 p.m,

Singing by the American Fork choir.
’rayer by - Elder  Joseph F, Smith,
Singing by the Tabernacle choir.

Elder George Q. Canunon read the fol=
lowing names of elders selected to goon
missions, and submitted them to the
Conferenece, which sustained tlie select-
1I0N8;— o

Wm. Grant, Edward Petty and Isaac
Kimball, G. 8. L. City; John Rees and
Wm. Gwin, Box Elder; George Hunter
and John Urie, Cedar City; Moses
Thatecher, Logan; John Peter Wretburg,
~ugar House Ward; Elmer Taylor,
Springville; John Ezra Pace, Harmony;
Nephi Faucet, St. George; Mar_ius En-
sign and G, P, Leston, Santa Clara; Id-
win Walker, Toquerville, . . ,

Elder Franklin D. Ricliacds reasoned
on the uncharitable, illiLbe¢ral and perse-
cuting manuer Iin which the Saints
have continually been treated. Because
they have dared o serve God and keep
His commandments the wrath and ¢n-

mity of the wicked have- been eyer di- | to take their choite, whether they re- |
rected against them, = Yel could the| ceive it and live by it, an
world realize and understand our mo- ! reject it and be damned.

tives and objeets, and" the spirit of in-
spiration with which God blesses His

servants, and would’ they study their

best interests, they would know that

we are their friends, and' they would’

come and seek counsel from the sérvants
of God, ", | oo g
Elder W. Willessang \My‘own home:
Deseret.’?. ¢ . e
Elder George A. Smith noticed some
of the predictjons that have been uitered
coneerning the destruction of ‘“‘Mor-
monism?! and its annihilation; showing
it has outlived them, a11d has prospered;
while apostates;, who sought o brin
cvil-upon ity, have sunk from sight anc
are forgotten except when an Elder of
Israel allades tothem. By referring to
the history ' of several persoms, . in the
early days of the Chureh, who had. be-
come filled with pride and vanity and
had given way to apostacy; lie illustra-
ted the danger of faultfindings, com-
plainings, and giving way to evfl and
the spirit of apostacy. In a very infer-
esting historical discourse, he showed
that the way of 'the apostate is a hard
one, and leads to all the suffering, mis-
ery and bittérness which render’ exis{-
ence unendurable. bt
Anthem by the Ameri¢an Fork choir.
singing by the Tabernacle choir. Pray-
er by Elder E: D, Woolley .
oo oo Sunday, 8thy 10-a.m.
Singing by ‘the Tabernacle echoir.
ilder A. M. Lyman prayed.;; Singing
by the American Fork choir. . -
Prest. H. C. Kimball spokeon several
prineiples of the - gospel, and ot the sa-
cred charvacter 'of the covenants entered
into by the Saints with the . Lord, en:
couraging the people to Keép them in-
violate that the blessings of Ged may be
with them. § N ()5
Elder J. D.T. MeAllister sang, “Let
them talk pfthis earth.”’ .
. President B, Young made the follow-
ing rémarks, which were reported by
Elder George D. Watt:— | ign !
It will give me great pleasure (0 speak

-
i

a few words to the people,and Lsball be |
happy if I can maicé ' myself heard by |

this vast assemblage of Saints;

Much has been said by our brethren
since the commencement of our two
days’ meeting and during Conference,
with regard to the social life and habits
of the Latter-day Saints; and~-all' that

has been said is in conformity with that

endless variety which we see in all the
works of God; for no two men express
themselves alike in deseribing circum-

*o

| middle a

wishes to leave me, let her make it
Known to me and she is as free to go
from me as she is to stay with me. This
is my doeftrine. - Every wife I may pos-
SEHS fs asfree as the air; if they ¢hoose

| to stay with me they ecan staydif they

 wigh to leave me, they are equally as

freé; but they must not intrude upon
I oSt sacred "éovenants, norsuffer
1de tiponthem. But other-

others to in .
wise from this, they are as free to go as
they are to stay; they can go to the east,
or to the west, to the north or to the
south. They are as free to go, if they
so wish, as they are to drink the watex
of City Creek; but if they violate their
covenants, the curse of God will rest
upon them, and if others intrude upon
ourrightsin our domestie relglions, we.
ean them fo suffer the mn#g.w -
ask any person to be a Latter-day
Saint, unless he wishesto be, is a thing
I never 'do. I teach the l}en{ﬂe the
trath; théy shat Teeéeive it in the love
f it, will abide in it;: they Lave  the
same liberty to reject it that they have
to receive it. It is not réquired of me
to make people believe the truth, whe-
ther they will or not. It is obligatory
upon me to tell themthe truth, fo teach
them correct doctrine, and leave them

be =av

|

' T will now take the lilerty of ngt

Saints and to those who are not Saints
—to the Jew and ‘the Greek—to the
Christian and the Gentile, the old, the

ed, the youth and children—
in regm‘ﬁ {o the’ eircumstance which
has oceurred here in our city within a
few days’'past. The question is asked
by ifands, no doubt, *‘Is this acecord-
ing to Brother Brigham’s counsel? Is
this done by counsel, and does Brother
Brigham _Eustil'y such thinge?’  Whe-
ther I justify that aet or not is not the
property of ‘any other perzon living; it

L

8 *ﬁfwnv}n. '

‘Brother Brigham, did yeu. counsel
any such-thing as killing Mr. Brags-
field?’” L i iy
“Idid not. - I knowno more about it
hran you do.  That which has tran-
pired T have mereI{ heard, and -that
vhich instigated the killing of that man
is not known to me. ‘ '

“Suppose a man should enter wour

ouse and decoy away from you a wife
f yours, what would youdo under the
ircumstance?’’

I would lay judgment to the line, and
ri _éenusneas'tu the plummet, so help
nre. . | _
| for apother. I amr for; defending the
truth of God and the ordinances of His
héuse.” I have enlisted to be His ser-
vant, and ‘a co-worker and fellow la-
borer with Him, and with my ‘elder
brother, ‘Jesus Christ, and to sustain
His laws, and the liberty to proclaim
the doetrine of salvation to the world;
and  am on bhand fo do so. We sa
that this is right, others say. that.if is
wrong. As was observed hy ¥lder
Amasa M. Lyman in his remarks here
we dare do a great many thin _s,-'ﬂnti
leave the résult in the hands of Geod; for
He rules and overrules, guides and die-
tates, and controls the acts of the chil-
dren of men; and He does so in a very
different way from what they wish at
any times, - )
“We dare defend ourselves against the
ttdeks of thieves and robbers; we dare
'P,r'each the truth; we dare baptize people
nto the Kingtinm of God—into the
l:geusehnld of faith; we dare teach them

the prineiples of life and salvation,
ough all hell may growland roar, and
threaten and vomit forth its dark insin-
uationg., God will exalt the {_uqt-', and
the wicked and ithe unzedly “will
fail “to maintein themselves in their
k]

L]

as muach’ a believer in plural marrviage
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astatement to this congregation, and to |

this eommitity == to those wlio are | Latter-day

od. . I say that for myself and not |

wickedness.: We dare do all this; we
dare tell the weorld that Joseph Smith
was a man of God—a Proghet of the
Lord—when he was here in the fl2sh—
that he is now a man of God, and still a
 Prophet of the Most High. The Holy
Priesthood was delivered to him, and he
delivered it to others, in which Priest-
hood we have greatly rejoiced. That this
is true,yearemy witnesses. This congre-
gation know whether “Mormonism’’ is
true or not; they know it by the pow
God; they know it, not merely because
some man hassaid so,but they know itby
therevelations of the Lord Jesus Christ.
I have taken this epportunity on this
oceasion, tosay what 1 have relating to
the killing of Mr. Brassfleldfor entering
the house of one of the Saints and steal-
ing away his wife. Were I absent from
my home, T would rejoice to know that
I had friends there to protectand guard
the virtue of myhousehold; and I would
k God forsuch friends, | |
wWe are still in existence as a people;
 still living and -doing.. We are con-
stantly be told that-we shall not
live; yet still we live. When Brother
Kimball and myself were baptized, they
gave six months for ‘‘Mormonism’’ to
live: it lived out the six months and
spread and grew, and prospered in our
hands. They havegiven us thirty days
and sixty days, and six months, and a
year and two years, etc., to see the des-
truetion of “Mormonism,’” still it grows
and flourishes. It has been gaid in this
city ‘iu'ﬁixtﬁgfl}'mﬂﬂeadﬂr, Brigham
Young, willb
dayspassed. Itwasthensaidthatinnine-
ty days the ‘‘Ageh Deceiver’” would be
sure to fall inte their hands, be taken
captiveand be punished for hiscrimes,
'Y‘hat period also passed, and Brigham
Young still lives, and through the bless-
ing of the Lord he is going to live; and
this people will live, and spread abroad,
and inherit the valleys of the mount-
ains, and they will go forth and inherit
other valleys; and in alittle while the
will be erying out for more room; and,
again, in a little while, they will ¢ry for
more room, and thus Zion will spread a-
broad. Theprovidencesof God,our Heav-
| enly Father. will lead and overrulethe

1

erof |

inourhands.” The sixty | in

-

had experienced while absent; and testi-
fied to the truth of the gospel.

Singing by the Ameérican Fork choir. |

Pres. D. H. Wells expressed his
pleasure at seeing young men, who were
born in the church, going' forth in the
power of God, and accomplishing good
among the nations., He reasoned on
the principle of government, showin
that we must first learn to control an
govern ourselves before we are eapable
of governing others. Touched upon .
the growth of the work, and the power
and blessings that result from unity of
purpose and action. Pointing to a'lack .
of accommodation in the Tabernaele, -
for the vast congregation assembled, he

urged the necessity of having the l‘i'ew
Tabernaele ready to hold mgtlagings in by
next Conference; and saidthat carpen-
ters and other workmen for that build-
ing ‘might be called for through the
bisHops, and when called for he hoped
they - would respand cheerfully and
_pmr1,7'111'];}-1:1¥i ’ % .
~ Elder Heber J. Richards, who had ar-"
rived with- Elders: D.” P, and 'C. 8,
Kimball, expressed his gratitude at re- -
turning from his mission. Had been
able to do some good while absent and.
had acquired an experienceand aKhow-
ledge which he np%reciated. s
Pres. H. C. Kimball followed up the
remarks of Pres. Wells on the import-
ance of having the New Tabernacle
finished to hold next Conference. in.
By doing so we will please God, and
I:&a holy angels who are around, work-.
fcf 0}_1:: _safﬁ]ty,' He referred to the
naries w

' doings of the wicked to results favoring
. His purposes, and as they are led to
' destruction, an
 from its corruption, Zion will spread
abroad and altimately fill  the whole

+ L earth.

We need have no fears.
ne.- I have . never feared bubt one
thing with regard fo this people called
nis—for myself, for my
brethren the Apostles, for my sisters
and their children, and for all. the
' household of faith-—one fear only has
rested upon me, and that is, that we
| will not live our religion as =trictly and
' as truly as we should, |

If I were able to talk to you longer, I
would like to preach to you prineiples |
of life and salvation, to lead the people |
along, and for their guidance and dir-
ection, their comfort and consolation,
their vietory and ultimate conquest over |
sin in themselves, in their homes, in

|

= TFtheir neighborhoods, in our country and

throughout the world, that the Kingdom
of God may spread far and wide, gather
cup the réemmants of Israel, until we |

shall seat the Jews gather lrame fo the

Jan#el of  Palestine to awail the:comiag |

"ot their Lord and AMaster; for whom
they have looked so long, until right-
~eousness shall go forth like the morning
light, spreadipg its: genial influences
over all’ the earth, and man and-all
things upon the earth acknowledge thé
“rule of Him whose right it is to reign.
I must be satisfied with what littlie 1
' havesaid. May Ged bless you, and I
bless'vouin the.name of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Amen, |
singing by the: Tabernacle choilr,
Prayer by Elder Geo., A. Smith

3O | 2 P
. Winging by the Tabernacle choir.
Elder George Q. Cannon prayed. Sings
ing by the Tabernacle choir. |
- Elder David P. Kimball, who:had
just arrived from Europe, gave a brief
account of his labors while absent; testi-
fying to_the power of God made mani-
fest in answer to his prayers; and spoke
' of the progress of the work in Europe
- under the direction of Pres. B Young,
“junr. He ealled at Nauvob on: hiswa
hhome, and there met with part of the
Prophet Joseph's family. Some of the
| buildings still stand as they did when
 the Saints were compelled™ to leave
\them; but where the Temple stood a
‘yineyard was being made. He:ex-
pressed ‘his joy at returning hdme, and
bore testimony to the work,

ferred to his mission, and testified to the
fulfillment of the blessings prone
"on his head by the servants of Gaod be-
fore he left this'city te go to }'ﬁuru;u&.
| He' spoke of the power of God whidh he

d the earth is Glﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂdi

| 1]

We have |

- words:;—

miss o have just returned,
and showed that if a man takes a course
to sustain Himself in righteousness be-
fore the Lord, he will grow in the
power of God continually. He blessed
the people and the priesthooed in the
name of Israel’s God, and all who labor -
for the welfare of Zion. w3
The following additional namés, of
Elders selected to go on miasiuns,"#ém
presented to the Conference and unani-
mously sustained:— B
Isaac Aldredge, Lehi; Jimes Smith,
Provo; Joseph Lawson, Ogden; Theren
H."Spencer, G. 8., L. City; Richard
Benson, Parowan; Edward A, Noble
and Edgar Dalrymple, Bountiful, Davis
County. P 7o
Singing by the Tabernacle choir, ¢
President Bricham Young instructed
1e bishops to select praying men for
teamsters to go for the immigration,—
good-men, who use good language, and
are of good habits; men who will be
fathers to the people, kind to the Saints,
and kind-to.their teams, |~ 0 TR
Conference adjourned until 10 o’cloek
on the Gth of Octeber next, when it is
hoped the New Tabernacle will be in a

teondition for Conference to assemble

in it.
Presidenl B. Young proncunced the
closing benediction .in the following

—

I bless my brethren of the Apostles ifi

'the name of the Lord Jesus Christof
. Nazareth.

I bless the High Priests

and the Seventies and the Xlders, and
ask God my Father in Heaven to pout
upon them thie richest blessings of hea-
ven and earth; to Dless them with the

things of the earth, the mysteries ofthe

Kingdom, and the glories of the upper

worlds; with wisdom, with knowledge

add.with, understanding. T also bless
the Bishops and the Lesser Priesthood
with the same blessings; and I bless this
congregation and the community of the
Latter-day Saints, and all the honest in
Leart upon the face of the whole.earth,
I bless you: as fathers, as mothers, as
children, as brothers and as sisters. I
bless our musicians; I bless ourbrethren
and sisters who have come here {rom a
distance to make melody in our hearfs
by their ginging; and I bless our choir
in this city; and each and every onéin
this congregation;—our friends, our
brethren, our sisters, our houses, our
barns, our fields, our flocks and our
herds and everything that belongs’to
us. I feeltobless the mountains: and

y | and holy callings; be fiue to ea
o

~ Elder Charies 8. Kimball, who had |,
arrived with his brother David, also re- |

unedd |

the valleys and the land of Joseépli-~the
land of Zion; and pray miay the peace of

GGod rest upen the Latter-day l‘%ﬂcﬂﬁ'
- , on. Leceive
ye the blessings of the Lierd, my brefh-

and all who wish well to Zion.

ren and sisters; go in peace to  your
homes; be ﬁlitﬂfﬂl 'Eﬂ;iﬁ'ﬁ%;ﬁﬁ@ %ts
er,
to your God and to', your .eountry, that
wemay be worthy to ehjoy the bless-
ings of a land of frcedom. and equal
rights, and thege thi

- wsll.simp :

: s,
Llessyou My thie nanie o
%tiﬂt..Lﬂmeu.; (157 chorll

ik ':'r' { :_.l.': :
d ;@i%mted

A meetingofthe pxii'qthqg
r 7 o'elock, wasv '

Y, erously ai-
.tended, theTal ¢ (Sg;dqu! g crowded,
.. After  singin, eﬁ:‘d— prayer, Bish
-k};-llmf:{"igﬂlﬁﬂf. ogie of the éne -
Jngogharagies of 8

-
-

|

i Ceneluded on page I-"ii_!_';"}'-".??ii_.l.’
- St as P

L

E;'l'?pﬂri ' f;,%m | ‘-_ £




