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WASHINGTON, 10.—Dorsey intro-
duced a bill to organize the terri-
tory of Okolohoma, and for the

better protection of the Indian
tribes tEerein, and for other pur-
poses; referred.

Hamilton introduced a bill fo
secure the speedy completien of the
Texas Pagific Railroad from a point
ator near Marshall, Texas, to the
southeast boundary of California,
and to authorize the BSouthern
Pacific Railroad to aid in building
the same,and also to build a branch
of its road to San Diego, Cala.; re-
ferred. The bill, relating to the
Texas Pacific and Southern Pacific
Railways, proposes to authorize the
Southern Pacific Rallway com-
pany of California to extend its line
east from the ColoradoRiver to meet
the Texas Pacific Rallway on the
latter’s line, or one more practiea-
ble if found, en or near the 32nd

rallel; said Southern Pacific

mpany to have and enjey,for the
ortion which it constructs, all the
and grant and other rights hereto-
fore provided for the Texas Pacific
Company. The Bouthern Pacific
&any. is also empowered to
build-a road from some point on its
line to Bhip’s Channel, in San Di-
ego Bay, and for this portion also it
shall enjoy all the rights heretofore
granted to the Texas Pacifiz line,
provided it shall build twenty
miles of the railway branch within
two years, and twenty miles yearly
thereafter. It is also required to|
commence work on its extension
east from the Colorado within one
year after its road is completed to
shat river, as required by charter,
and it must build at least twent
miles of the exteusion yearly until
. it connects with the Texas Pacific;
provided this connection of the
westegg and eastern boundary of
New Mexico shall be made within
six years from theenactment of this
bill. Anothersection provides that,
after connectien the whole line of
the trans-continental road shall be
operated as one continuous road,
and that ne unjust diserimination
in rates of freight or fare shall be
made by either of the said compa-
nies against the other.

Sargent of Cala., intreduced a
bill te restore lands conditionall
granted, by the condition of whéﬁ
. they have lapsed to the public do-
main; referred to committee on
public lands. The bill declares all
such Jand grants forfeited, and di-
rects the Secretary of the Interior
to ascertain what lands should re-
1 wert under this requirement to the
public domain, and to cause them
. 't® be restored for preemption and

~homestead settlement only.

Iugalls submitted a resolution
that the Secretary of the In-
terior be requested to report to
the Senate what amounts have
been expended under the appropri-
ation ef $300,000 for the suppert, ed-
ucation and ecivilization of 3,000
captive Cheyenne, Arraphoe, Ki-
ewa and Comanche Indians, fer
what purpoese the meney has been
spent, to whom it has been paid,
and whether the Indians have re-
ceived the benefits of said expendi-
ture; agreed to.

The Chair laid before the SBenate
various fpetitions from citizens of
Michigan asking Congress to give a
bounty of $200 in money to each
Union soldier and sailor in lieu of
the homestead donation without
actual settlement; referred.

The Senate then proceeded to
the consideration of executive busi-
ness, and when the doors were re-
opened, the resolutions submitred
by Merton, in regard to the presi-
dent pro tempore of the Senate were
taken up, together with the report
of the committee on privileges and
elections. -

Merriman, member of the com-
mittee on privileges and elections,
gave his reasons at some length for
dissenting from the report of the
~ majority, He argued that the pre-
sident pro Zem. of the Senate was
mot the mere occupant of the chair
by the courtesy of the Senate; his
official character was recognized by
the constitution as well as by other
Jdepartments of the government.

d
. . He quot 9?.1 the act of 1792, and.
' u'gt?ad a&m the Senate had no
power to vaecate the office.
Saulsbury did not agree with the
views expressed by the Senator
from N, C., Merriman. He (Sauls-
ﬁ[ln'yr)] argued that the Senate had
@
pleasure, If the I'resident pro tem.,
of the Senate should fail to dis-

ght to change its officers at |

!

charge his duties and ,the Senate
had not power to remove him,
there was no remedy, as he was not
an impeachable officer. He spoke
in complimentary terms of the pre-
sent president pro fem., and said
that all were satisfled with his fiar-
ness and impartiality.

. Jones, of Fla..,spoke at length in
opposition to the power of the Sen-
ate to change the: president pro
tem. at will,

The question being on the adop-
tion of the resolutions submitted
by Morton, Merriman called for the
division and the vote being taken
on the first one, it was adopted
unanimously, yeas 95, nays 0. The
second was also adopted unani-
mously, yess 62, nays 0. When the
third resolution was read, Thur:
man moved that it be laid over
that the Senators might have more
time te consider it,and pending the
discussion the Senate adjourned,

J 8 :Hﬂ“!- . :
Debate on the Amunesty Eill.
Strike out the closing paragraph
in the House report jasterd%y
afternoon about the amnesty bill,
and substitute the following—
Randall—*Does that side of the
House object to debate?” |

Blaine—‘‘It does not, nor does

this side of the House desire an

unreasonable time for debate, al-
though, as Congress has been in
session five weeks, and as the ses-
sions of the House have averaged
only about two days per week, it

might be considered that an hour

or two of debate would not be toé
much to allow on a bill of this

kind.””. . . 42 1.
Randall, persistently—'‘T want

to know if anybedy on that side of !

the House objects to debate?”’
Hale, of Me.,—“No &ir, but we
want debate and amendment,
both.” gt
Garfield—‘““We want considera-
tion of the  su
debate and amendment.””
_Randall—*‘T propose that we give
an hogr;; qﬂnaj,qeliatiiim ti | sl B
, sneeringly—Aye, con-
Bim ﬂg*. ithout a#hﬂ‘ﬂmant.”
Blaine—*‘I told the gh .
Randall, in geod faith, that it 'was
abwluteﬁy impossible for him to
pass his bill under . that kind of
tactics. A vole on the previous
question has revealed the fact that
considerably more than one-third
of the House objects to the bill go-
ing through under a gag.”
ndall—*“I do not propose to put
it through under a gag, on the con-
trary L ‘ propose to put ‘it tl:u‘ouih
after debate; if that side’ of the
House objects to debate, itdwill it-
self be responsible ‘for there being
»o debate, it is for that side of the
House tosay whether there shall be
a debate or not.”” « -
Blaine—‘“The gentleman from
Pennsylvania knows that Mr. Ben-
ton left on record the saying that
‘The very essence of legislative
power is amendment,”and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania confess-
es the weakness of his cause when
he attempts to deprive the minori-
ty of the House of the parliamen-
tary right to offer amendments,”
ndall, tauntingly—'‘I am glad
that you see light, for during many
years you were blind to such con-
siderations. (Laughter on the dem-
ocratic side and in the galleries.)
Blaine, defiantly—‘“T'he gentle~
man will search the globe for the
last twelve years in vain for a case
where a bill of this magnitude was
attempted to be put through with-
out discussion and amendment;
never, air’, I defy him to give an
instance.” | o0
Randall—'‘Was ' not this' very
bill passed last year under the pre-
vioas question, en a report from
the committee on rules, of whigh
you wers a member?” '-
which I object-

Blaine—**And to
ed.” . .
Randall—*Never, either in or out

of the committee did you object to |

it.”’ :

Blaine—**Being in the chair and
unable to ebject myself, I got
several genmtlemen ‘to objeet. . 1
asked the gentleman from North
Carolina, Rainey, to ebjec
with a delicacy which did honor to
his position and his race, said he
would be-misunderstood if he did

8o, . although he thought the bill

ought not to go through.”
ndall—*“1 say this bill is al-
most identical with the bill report-
ed last session {rom the committee
on rules without any objection on
your part.” _
ne—'‘I differ from the gentle-
man on that point; 1 did object to
it, although the gentleman does
not observe parliamentary rules
when he refers to what took place
in committee.”

bject, which means

entleman,

Hj hl'.lt hﬁ. |

&

Randall—*‘I répnt that a similar

bill came last session from the com- | nal.”

mittee on rules, and that neitheras
a member of the committee nor as
a member of the House, nor as pre-
siding officer, did you ebject to
it; on the contrary, asz far as you
were able, you facilitated the pas-

e of that bill.”

arfield —*‘I make a point of or-
der that the rules re%uira the gen-
tleman to address the chair, and
not to address the gentleman from
Maine as ‘you.”’” -

Randall, contemptuously—*‘*The
gentleman from Ohio is getting
very fastidious.” _

Banks demanded the yeas and
nays on ordering the main ques-
tion, and the yeas and nays were
ordered.

Blaine—*‘I desire it lo be dis-

of ordering the main gquestion is
to cut off all debate whatever.”
Randall—<*""And I desire it to be

the purpese of this sideof the House
to prevent debate, and if debate is
cut off it will be the fault of the
other side of the House; this side
will accord te the other side all the
time it wants for discussion.”

Burchard—*‘I ask whether, un-
der the rules, the minority can
bave that privilege?”

Randall—*“1t can by unanimous
consent, and objection, if it comes
at ‘all, must éome from that side.”

The main question was ordered,
yeas |163, nays 92, a strict party
vote. it :

Randall—*‘I'now ask unanimous
consent for one hour’s debate prior
to the vote on its final passage.”

Garfield—*‘I join with the gen-
tleman, and add to it the request
| that, by unanimous consent,amend-
ments may be offered.”

body objeet to my suggestion,’’
*, Speaker—*‘Is there any objection
to the uest?” '
Garfield—*With the privilege of
offering 'amendments,
stand.” :
1 Randall—““The gentleman does
not understand any such thing.”
1 ﬁﬂald-{—‘g::nﬂ without that
| privilege, L object.™ .
Blaine—'‘I desire to say a single
word.” o, 5y
Randall-—**You may have thirty
minutes if you like.”

vote are plain: The bill in its
present shape “eannot pass; il it
fail to pass 1 shall immediately
move that the Tules be suspended,
and that the bill be brought befere
the House for consideration. I
shall then move as a substitute the
amendment whieh I endeavored to
offer, and the House can cheose be-
tween them. 1t is only to have a
fair vote; there is no dispesition on
this side to dodge the question,orto
evade it, but we must bave an op-
portunity to make a record on this
question. The g
evidently see that he would save
time, and probably create a better
feeling and more harmony by al-
lJowing that course;because this side
has the power to enforce that
| course.”"

the same, word for word almost, as
the one which theelast republican
House passed without even the
yeas and nays. Twice have repub-
lican houses passed this bill, and
twice has it been strangled in the
Senate. [ do not know what has
come over the spirit of the dream
of the republican party, or of the
gentleman from Maine,”’

Blaine—*%The gentleman will not
allow me 6 state.” _

Randall—*‘I asked  unanimous
consent, and objection was made on
{ that side. I do not know why the
ggiltieman should want to change
this bill in any particalar, from
what it was a year ago when he
was BSpeaker, and had the party
majority under his eontrol.”

Blaine—*]I want an opportunity
te tell what has come over the
gpirit of my dream.’’

Randall — '} wish unanimous
consent, that you may bhave that
under the rules.”

Blaitn?_—“l do not wtirt to talk
except for some practical purpose;
I want to talk to an lssue, I want
to talk in favor of an amendment,
{and I do not want to be confronted
with the statement that that
amendment cannot even have the
privilege of being veted down. I
suppose it would be voted down,
and I want it to go on the journal

of this House."
permitted the

=

|

Randall—*‘I have

the House.”
Blaine—*‘Not at all.”
Randall—*‘It is on the record of
rthﬂ HHHSE.”‘ T [

tinetly upnderstood that the effect |

|equally understood that it is not |

Randall—*I have not heard any- | certain few worthy and deserving

I under-|c¢ould not possibly be prevailed upon

In

Blaine—“But not in the jour-

Randall—‘“The gentleman’s ob-
Jject is already accomplished if he
wants to go before the country as
an obstructionist to amnesty.”

Blaine—‘“The gentleman is ob-
struciing amnesty; he is holdin
down every man in the South, an
keeping off amnesty, because he
will not allow us to vote on exclud-
ing Jefferson Davis.”

adall—*“Did you allow the mi-
nority of the House to offer amend- |
ments to the eivil rights bill 27
(Murmurs of “Ne, no; nor to the
force bill either,” from the demo-
cratic side, and calls for the regular
order from both sides.)

The question was then taken,
and the bill was rejected, yeas 172,
nays 97, not the the requisite two-
thirds in the majority:

Blaine—I now move to recon-
sider the vete just taken, and I de-
sire to address the House on the
subject.”

Speech by Blalne.

The House was now restored to
order, and was prepared to give
close attention to Blaine, who con-
tinued— '-

“If I can induce the House to
reconsider the vote whereby the
bill was rejected, it is my intention
to offer my amendment. Every
time that the question of amnesty
has been brought before the House,
by a gentleman of the other side,
for the last two Congresses, it has
been dene with certain flourishes
of magnanimity, which is an im-
putation on this side of the House,
as though the republican party,
which bas been in charge of the
government for the last twelve or
fourteen years, had been bigoted,
narrow and illiberal, and as though

]

gentlemen in the Southern States
were ground down under great ty-
ranny and oppression, which the
 hard-heartedness  of the House

to remove. I desire now Jto place
on record just what the republican
parly has done in the matter; I
want to place it there as an im-
rishable record of a liberality and

e-heartedness and maguanimity
and mercy, such as has not been

Jan. 19
20,000 to 80,000 persons, but as
near- as I  can gather from the

facts in the ecase it included about
18,000 men in the south, and it let go
free every man of the hundreds of
thousands, of millions if you please,
who had been engaged in the at-
tempt to destroy the government,
and only held those under disability
who, in addition fo the general re-
volt, had violated a special and pe-
culiar and personal oath to support
the Constitution of the United
States. That dissbility was hardly
fixed on the South until we began
in this hall and Sevate chamber,
when we had more thean two-thirds
republican in both branches, to re-
move it, and the very first bill took
the disability off 1578 citizens of
the Soutb; the next bill took it off
3,026 gentlemen by w holesale, many
of whom are on this floor, and who
have come here from the grace and
amnesty in these two bills. After
these bills, specifying individuals,
had passed through, small bills,
which I will not further refer to,
were .
“In 1872, the Congress of the
United States, by a wvote of two-
thirds of both branches—still being
two-thirds ' republican — passed «
general law that all political dis-
abilities imposed under the 3rd sec-
tion of the 4th Amendment of the
Constitution of the United States,
‘are hereby removed from all per-
sons whomsoever, except senators
and representatives in the 36th and
37thCongress,officers of thejudicial,
military and naval service of the
United | States, heads of depart-
ments, and of foreign ministers of
the United States.” Since that act
passed, a number of gentlemen
included in it have specially,
by name, been relieved from dis-
ability, but I believe in no one sin-
flﬂ instance, since the dct of May,
872, have disabilities ‘been taken
from- any man unless on his res-
pectful petition: to Congress that
they should.be removed; and I be-
lieve in no one instance,except one,
was such petition refused. I be-
lieve thatin no instance except one
‘has there been aliy difficulty,by un-
animous vote, even to pass such
bills. o E NS

“Now I find an equally errone-
ous varying of judgment in refer-

shown in the world’s history by

Blaine—*The indications of the|

conquerors to the conguered.

‘““T'he gentleman fromPennsylva-
nia (Randall) and myself, entered
this Congress in the midst of the
flames of war, when the Union
was rocking to its foundation, and.

entleman must |selves in this House, and all by the

Randall—“This bill is exactly |

| president, or hold any office, civil or

amendment to go on the journal of |

no man knew whether we were to:
have a country or not. He would
have been surprised, when he and
I were of the officers in the thirty-
eighth Congress, ‘if he could then
have foreseen that before our equal
service ended he should have seen.
gsixty-one gentlemen then in arms
against the U. 8. government ad-
mitted to equal privileges with our-

grace and magnanimity of the re-
publican party. R %

“When the war ended, according
to the universal law of war, the
party in possession of the govern
ment, or the government itself,
which was controlled by the party,
had the right te determine what
should be the status of thesé people.
Did we inaugurate any measures of
persecution? Did we set off on a
career of bloodshed and vengeance?
Did we take property? = Did we pro-
hibit any man the enjoyment of all
his civil rights? Did we take from
him the right which he enjoys to-
day, to vote? Not at all. But in-
stead of a general sweeping con-
demnation, the Trepublican party
placed in the fourteenth amend-
ment only this exelusion— after
considering the whole subject, it
ended in comimgidown to this—
‘that no person shall be a senatoror
representative in Coungress, or an
elector of the President, or Vice-

military, under the U. 8., or under
any State, who, having previously
talben the oath as a member of Con-
gress, or as an officer of the U.S.or
a member of any state legislature
or executive, or judieciary, or a judi-
cial oflicer af any state, te support
the Constitution of the U. 8., who
shall have been - engaged in the in-
surrection or rebellion against the
same, or who gave aid or comfort to

| enee to the number still under dis-

abilities in the South. I have had
accasion by conferences with the
departments ot the navy and war,
and by reference to some other re-
eords, to be able to state to the
House, with . mere accuracy than
bas been already stated, just the
number of gentlemen who are still
under disabi ities:, Those who were
officers of the U. & army, educated
al the expense of the government
at West Point, and who joined the
rebellion and; are still under dis-
- abilities, are estimated at the War
Department at 325;and the number
of such persons in the mavy is 295,
and those comiug under other

| heads, members of the 36th. and

37th Congress. judges, heads of de-
partments and foreign ministers, [
am notable to give the number,
but the whole number of persons
now under disability in the South
is about 750. I frankly.say that, in
regard teo all these, I know of no
reason why amnesty should not be
granted to them, as it- has been
W many of the san®® ¢lass. I am
nol heie to  argue against it
since amuesty bhas ‘already be-
come 8¢ .general, I am not going
back to argue Lhat question; I am
in faver of giving it .te him, But
in the absence of that respectful
form of petition which, since May,
1872, bas become a sort of :common
law, as a preliminary to amnesty, [
simply wish te put into the law
that these persons s g0 before a
U. 8. eourt and, in open court,with
uplifted hand, swear that they
mean to conduct themselves as
gﬁud citizens of the U. 3. That is
all.
|- “Gentlemen say that this is a
foolish exclusion; it is, but I am
prejudiced in favor of i, for I do
not want to impose citizenship en
geutlemen. If I am correctly in-
formed, there aresome gentlemen
on this list who have spoken con-
temptuously of the idea of their
taking citizenship under the U. S,
and they have spoken with great
harshness about their associates in

the enemies thereof; but Congress

may, by a vote of two-thirds of

:iach’ house, remove such disabili-
es. SR '

“I never have been able to deter-
mine, from any statistical examin-
ation, exactly how many men in
the Bouth that exception affec-
ted. It has been wvariously esti-
mated that at the time of its or-

the Svuth who have doneso. I un-
derstand that Mr. Robert Toombs
has made special boast, at watering
places in this country and in Eu-
rope,that he would not ask the U.S.
for citizenship, We can stand that
as well as sMr. Toombs; ana if
Toombs is not prepared to come
into a U. 8. court and swear that he
meaus to be'a citizen. let him

iginal insertion in the Constitu- |
tion it Included somewhere from |

stay out. I de not think Congress
ought to raise itself, or to resolve it-




