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THE idanoIDAHO RELIGIOUS TEST
OATH

WE publish todayto day the fullulif texttest of an
antlanti mormon bill which hashaq passed
the idaho legislature and received thetiie
signature of the governor it wmswal in-
troducedttrod in the council bbyy 11II W
smithmith and originally contained the
word mormonMo in n three re-
ferringferrin to vormormornionnion plural or celestial
marriagearriagebl 11 but that designation was
strickenstrickeloutout because it showed too
plainly the realregi object of the bill t and
stamped it as a measure specially aim-
ed against a religious body the
words and that I1 do notnov cohabit with
any woman not my lawful wife were
introduced as an ornendinenamendmentdment by imormor-
mon members and adopted after a
struggle the rejection of that clause
wouldivoyd have exhibited in a glaring light
the kind of morality that prompted the
framing of the bill

taking the bill as it now stands it
bears on its face the unmistakable
mackofmark of special legislation against a
religiousreligions society it is intended to
debar from office in idaho anany and
every person belonging to the churchchurch
of jesus christ of latter day saints
commonly called the mormon
church the oath it prescribes is
a religiousL test it is framed
to prevent persons ffromrom holding office
who believe in or teach certain tenets
or who whether they believe them or
not belong to a church which hoholdsids
those tenets as part of its creed this
is invidious partial unjust and adeonuncon-
stitutional it is plainly intended to
operate against the members of oneono
religious denomination and them
alone article six of the constitution
of the united states provides that

the senators and representatives
bebetore mentioned and the members of
the state legislatures and all execu-
tive antiand lualjualjudicialcialclai officers both of the
united statesstate andaadotof the several states
shall be bound by oath or affirmation
to support this constitution but no
religious test shall ever be required as
a qualification to any office or public
trust in the united states

that the oath required to be taken by
county and precinct officers in idaho
Is a religious test requires little argu-
ment itit is an understood and ac-
knowledged fact that the mormon
church teaches the rightfulness of
plural or celestial marrmarriagelige as a divine

be received as a religious
tenet and practisedpracticed as a sacred cere-
mony and obligation also that the
great body of the mormon people
accept it in that light the utah com-
missionersners have officially declared that
the institution named is as much an
essential and substantial part of the

mormon creed as baptism or re-
pentancepentance for the forgiveness of sins
and the like

the right to that or any other be-
lief is by the constitution
of the united states that is conced-
ed by the most inveterate opponents
of the doctrine and practice of poly-
gamy they say you mormonscormons may
believeelleve whatw at you like you may
hold tthetiee rigrightfulnesstfulness of marrymarryinging as
many wivesives as you please but you
must not carrcarrycarrs your belief into actions
that aaree borbiforbiddenden by law the law
cannot operate against belief but it
can 0operaterate against actions sprinaprinspringingim1froggfrom beliefbellefellefelief 11 the article in the con-
stitutionution forbidding laws against an
establishment of rreligion 0or prohibit
inythe free exercise thereof isconis con-
strued to carry perfect freedom of
faith but not of action even gover-
nor bunn who has sisigned this bill ex-
pressed this view of constitutionallibertyliberty in his messagemessageltit is a
crable contracted and pusillanimous
view of liberty but taking it borwhatfor what
it is worth it goes dead iagainst the
test oath in the idaho bill forpor that is
designed to barmen from office for
their belief nay it goes further than
that it excludes them from office for
being membersmember of a sect or society
whichwal holds a certain doctrine as
a religious duty thus though
a man may not endorse that
particular part of the creed of
a church to which he belongs he Is to
bbe prevented ffromroni holding alceaiceoffice simp-
ly because of his church membership
if this is not a religious test what Is
it

the supreme cocourturt of the united
states in the famous reynolds case in
which the constitutionality of the an
ti bigamy act of 1802 was affirmed de-
clared that

congress0 was deprived of all leislelegis-
lative

is
power over mere opinion but

was left free to reach actions which
were in violation of social duties or
subversive of good order

also that
laws are made for the government

of actions and while they cannot in-
terfere with mere religious belief and
opinions they may with practices

and the court quoted approvingly
ffromrom the preamble to an act passed by
the legislature of virginia fframednamed bybi
the great jefferson aias follows

to suffer the civil magistrateiLgIstrate to
intrude his powpowersersintointo the field of
opinion and to restrain the profession
or propagation of principles on sup-
position of their ill tendency is a dau
berous fallacy which at once destroys
all religious liberty

it is time enough for the rightful
purposes of civil government for its

to10 interfere when principlescaples

break out into overt acts against peace
and good order

commenting on these remarks the
supreme court sayssaya

in these two sentences is found the
true distinction between what prop-
erly belongs to the church and what
to the state

now these views and declarations
were pronounced by the court in rela-
tion to tho polypolygamyamy question the
opinions and beliefsbeims specially referred
to were those in regard to that pprac-
tice

rac
these are ddennedaimed to bbec beyond

the purview of civil government no
valid law can be passed affecting them
they do not belong totoa the statestate the
church may hold them and teach them
and expound them and church mem-
bers may be levicvleve them without res

it is only when principles
break out into overt acts aiaagnosti ast peace
and good order that thetho arm ol01 tilethe
civil government can tcbe extended to
restrain their effeffectseffectecta3

we will not stop to inquire here into
the question whether the practice of
the principles of plural marriage is

against peace and good order or in
violationvl lation of social duties but will
simply say in passing that the court
did not show this to be the case how-
ever the point wasisas very clearly set
forth powers of government can
be lawflawfullyullyally exercised against a manmansIs
beliefs or opinion sor principles what-
ever they may be and therefore this
act passed by the idaho legislature
is clearly in violation of the constitu-
tion in that it infringes upon the reli-
gious liberty of citizens and provides
a religious0 test as a qualificationqualincationcatlon for
office

we learn of other measures in
the same line of intolerance and
infamy as the act just passed
oarmiriefriendsads in idaho should be
on the alert and be prepared to
take such steps as will be necessary
to defend themselves against aggres-
sions of this character suchhuch enact-
ments should be tested to the last ex-
tremitytremity legally peaceably and calmly
of course A legislature that will en-
dorse shameless and open fraud and
admit personspers ona to take part inias delib-
erationsorationserationsswwhoh0 have obtained their places
by undoubted corruption and villainy
may be expected to pass any kind otof
measureslilea calculated to harass and an-
noyn good citizens but those unscru-
pulousPUolousolius persons must not be permitted
to carry such outrages into the ddesign-
ed consummation without determined
but lawful efforts to defeat the pur-
poses

pur-
poses in view now is the time for
action

TIIEtile ARIZONA CASES

oyON saturday last were published an
article from the albuquerque journal
in relation to the passage through that
town of brothers tenney kempe and
Chri on the way to the de-
troit house of correction having been
convicted of polygamy in summer
howards court at prescott arizona
it will be remembered as beretheretofore0fore
published that conviction ansuensuedd
without proof of marriage having been
adduced at the trial and the court re-
fused to admit to ballbail either before or
after sentence which wasivas
ment for three years and a halthall and a
tinetina of aw each

two special points appear in the
aarticlearticie referreferred to that are worthy of
note one is that ththee three men while
feelingeelingf keenly the deprivation of their
liberties and the prospect ofatthedheahe rig-
ors and indignities of prison litelife andaud
companioncompanionshipsnipship with somesoine of the mosmostt
depraved specimens otof humanity in
existence and while their boulssouls areaut
troubled at the fact of their families
from whom they are rruthlesslyu tiliesslyessiy turn
being left helpless to shift fur them-
selves in the enforced absence of their
natural protectors they still clideimscims
tenaciously to the principles of their
religion which they hold to be true and
sacred

the other point shows the rumrufflanly
disposition of the judge in whose
court these staunch men were convict-
ed they were asked if they had any
reisonreasonreason to offer why sentence should
not be pronounced upon them they
proceeded to give their reasons ac-
cording to thetho privilege they supposed
had been given them when they were
sisummarily stopped by the judge who
might be appropriately dubbed sum-
mary howard Nnottotlot only does such a
proceeding indicate an utter lack of
magnanimity but it may be consistently
characterizedcharacterized as brutality onoil tue
bench

in pleading guilty the other two men
indicted bribersbrothers elakeflake and

through their counsel defined
their position so far as their religious
convictions were concerned they
plead to an infringement of an exist
inglaiin law while they still esteemed their
religion the exercise of which it cur-
tailed to be sacred and true this
placed them on the same basis as the
other three brethren all of whom are
sunsufdufferinsufferingmerlnmerin imprisonment for conscience
sake

the remark of judge howard to the
effect that if the accused had been ille-
gally convicted the courts were open
lor them to obtain redress almost ap-
pears in the light of a malignant taunt
coming fromfroin a person who refused to
admit the prisoners to bail lendinspen clintdint an
appeal to the tribunals to which he
referred this man who diegdisgracesraces the
judicial bench with his unsavory piesplespres-
ence by this heartless arbitrary and
extrajudicialextraestra judicial decree sent men convict

cdeci of alleged offenses against the law to
the united states prison to serve out
sentence pending a decision on appeal
shouldsho did the decree of the higher courcourtsW
favor the appellants the appeal couldconid
only be of use to them so far asagthethe

portion of the term of their
imprisonment is concerned this
pointing by sumner howard to the
remedy provided in the courts idofis of a
piece with his requesting the accused
to state their rereaserasni why sentence
should not be passed upon themtilemandiemandand
then summarily preypren entingeating them from
doing so lielle magnanimously inti-
matesatfordthat the courts are open to af-
ford redress fortor any legal wrongs im-
posed upon the prisoners and then so80
fartaraslarasas lies in his power places the
remedy beyond their grasp

TILEtiie LEGAL CRUSADE IN
ARIZONA

FROMerom the pages of the prescott cour-
ier we glean portions of the proceed-
ings in the cases of william J flake
and jas M Sk usenonsen indicted lor poly-
gamy when the district court con-
vened in prescott on the afternoon
of december ath mr J C herndonharndon
one of the consel for defendants asked
permission of the court to withdraw
the plea of not guilty areadyalready entered
by those gentlegentiegentlemensent lemenmeri and substitute
therefore a plea of guilty both the
defendants were then inteinterrogatedaro ated by
judge howard as to whetherheg r they
were fullylully acquainted with the conse-
quences of tilethe coursecoure they pioploproposedposed
to pursue alidand oilon receiving replies in
the affirmative permitted the plea of
guilty be entered

judge howard remarked that he was
prepared to dispose of the cases at
once but a statute of arizona dorbadforbad
the imposition of sentence for at least
six hours after conviction or plea of
guilty ilehe also made some further
statements which it is unnecessary to
introduce here especially in view of
the fact that they wereivere mostly if not
entirely buncombe expressions

Afterthe court had had its say mr
herndon addressed its presiding genius
as follows

at the request of these defendants
and iiililinjusticejustice to the counsel for the de
ftenseense who ffeeleel that it is a duty that we
oweoiye to the defendants to the court
and to oursourselvesCIveselves I1 have bbeeneen seleselectedacted
to make an CKexplanation at this time as
to why this course has been pursued
by tilethe defendants

in regard to the defendant wmwin Jflakeelake he has from the beginning stat-
ed to us as his counsel that he believes
lain the tenets of the mormonscormonsMormons that he
believes in the churchschurche assurance
that he believes them as firmly asheas he
believes anything on earth that in 1848IM
he married one wife and in IM he
married another and has lived wita
those women as his wives from that
time to the present layday that he has
raised children by them and possesess
a home which he regards as a happy
one in view of these facts and
the urgent advice of counsel he
has come into court and entered a plea
of guilty not strictly according to the
letter of this indictment that helie mar-
ried in 1883 but because the spirit of
the law presumed him thus guilty
feeling that in so pleading he does no
violence to his religious belief or to his
conscience and he desires me to state
for him that his pleapiea of guilty is a plea
of guilty to the violation otof the sta-
tute lie has violated the law as the
law is and that is why liehe now enters
this plea

what I1 have said of mr flake ap-
plies tolarto mr skansenSkonsen liehe has told his
story to his counsel one wife hnhe mar-
ried twenty years ago the other he
married thirteen or fourteen years
since ilehe has lived with them con-
stantlyst supported them and is at-
tached to thein by as strong ties as the
human heart knows at ththa time of the
second marriage he states that
he was ignorant of any law
prohibiting itft I1 state these facts
in justice to the defendants here
and 1I now ask your honor
though it may not be as proper a tim e to
ask as the time of passing sentence
that you take all the circumstances in-
to consideration they are human and
their affections are as firmly entwined
around their homes and little ones as
human hearts can be while their re-
ligion we may not understand and
consiconsiderderitit heresy as itt was called
here yet to them itif isis the hollest thingthine
illin life

here is an extract from a brief ad
atos inade by judge howard in re-
sponse to the statement of mr hern
tioncionfo n

iuenmenimen who have been tried and
convicted and trial and conviction has
been in technical compliance with the
law will of course have to bear the
consequences tf the trial and convic-
tion is not in accordance with the
rules of law the courts arearc open to
correct them

TIIEtile CHICAGO anarchists
CHICAGO appears to be rapidly attain-
ing to the questionable distinction of
being the headquarters in this country
of the worst elements of socialism
the statement that the moremote murder-
ous wing of the anarchists in that city
have organized in military fashion into
four companies for aggressive action
so soon as they believe the opportune
timetimen has come may not appear first

glance to be a startling announcement
riirilrhefhe fact however that one half of
these villains arearc armed with the most
approved vveiveweaponsapons of modern warfare
and that the first regiment of united
states infantry has deemed it neces-
sary in view of the threatening atti-
tude of the socialists to take special
meameasuressules to protect the armory shows
that the situation is deemed serious in
quarters which ought to be best in-
formed upon the subject the ques-
tion

uesaes
of danger from the growth 0of ththe

extremes of socialism has more gloom
in it than crops out superficially all
that is needful to sustain this view in
relation to a worm that is gnawing
at the bud of every government
that of this republic includedincluded Is to
point to the rapidity of its growth
within the last few years fitt is like
the snowball that increases in volume
ayas it rolls and while the speed of its
revolutions may be diminished by at-
tempted remedies it does not appear
in the nature of things that it can by
any known process be either brought
to a complete standstill or anniannlannihilat-
ed

hila t

the popositionmitlon is 1taken by some
thoughthoughtfultfu1 persons that the united
states is not a favorable country fortor
such a social fungus development we
take a contrary view the means for
heading off the anarchists are much
more complete in the old and minutely
organized countries of europe than in
this country on the eastern hemis-
phere they are watched and dogged by
the officersceis of the law and as indicat-
ed by the telegraphic reports in nu-
merous iastaninstancesces detected aandaudUd ddealtaalt
with this old country rigor causes
them to seek the united states as a
suitable neldfield for the development of
their diabolical sentiments hence
the immense increase of the villainous
classes whose hearts are tilledfilled with a
remorseless desire to supplant organ-
ized society with chaos and ruin

it is true that so far the operations
otof tthehe socialists in this country
have been confined almost entirely to
threats and fulminations but where
there is so much smoke there mustroust be
some fire from which it proceeds
they have deceived the public a ionlonlongiong
time by theory of wolf when that
voraciousibus beasbeathad not put in an ap-
pearancepearance but the cry may be one of
dead earnest on some casionoccasionoc and
the populace be taken by surprise and
suffer damage ffromromrow letting it pass un-
heeded

should an outbreak occur withivlthattheh e
socialists prepare for carrying 0outu theire1 r
ruinous and murderous designsdesigns the
terrorism would be un-
less the means were at hand to promprompt-
ly

pt
I1 and completely paralyze them atzethe outset an american mob is
a frightful affair as was demonstrat-
ed by the tumult and destruction
at pittsburg a few yearsfears ago and the
bloody scenes on the streets of cleve-
land ohioohler only a few months since

the precautionary steps taken at
chicago are evievlevidentiallydentally prompted by
wisdom because if it is a fact that
there are already four regularegularlyfl organ-
ized companies of socialists in chicago
judgingu g ug fromro the unsavoryoryony character ot
thatat cityaly for ru anis in a moderate
sizedsize ararmy could prprobably0bably be found
ready to fiflockC to the sspoliationpfoliationoliation stand-
ardar in case of an emergency

not only is chicago noted for bebeingin
a strongng centre around which radical
socialistsIF t gather and for being a

nursery for criminals generally of
the baser sort but she aims to be one
of the leading lights and towers of
strength in an anti- ian tl 11mormonlormon I1 cru-
sade but it appears to be a
pretty general custom in this de-
generate age fortor individuals
and communities who are rotten to the

I1 core to pose as moralistsmoralists and regene-
rators of those who arearc in advance of
themselves in everything that is com-
mendable chicago and her self
righteous would be reformers should
turn their eyes inwards and their nas-
al organs to the moral nithfilth in their
own nack yards and let speculative
morality in relation to people at a dis-
tance alone but perhaps the sight
would give them the blind staggers
and the effluvium create permanent
mauseaunauseau they should giveglive special at-
tention to those who propose to break
uup social order in their own midst inpriceplace of seeking to demolish it in its i

purest and best form in utah

HE
axAN incident is being worked up that
shows the ludiludljudiciousiudiciciousclousous side of anti- i mor
mon inhuman nature it serves as
one among thousands of similar in-
stances to exhibit to what shifts some
people of that class are driventriventodriventoi0 make
something out of nothing

last thursday night two men from
idaho were removedremove of from the theatre
because being under the influence of
I1liquor they deported themselves in
such aitaya way as to make their presence
objectionable to other people in the
audience and they were removed after
having been twice ineffectually reques-
ted to be quiet by an usher and also bybv
an ofofficerfleer this morning the salt lakelak
tribune heads a long editorial with
I1 I1 I1 but farci-
cal
the theatre outrage the

partdart of the matter Isis manifested in
these words

I1 the truth is thementhe men were spotted
as part of the antiantl mormon crowd iromfrom
idaho

we hope our readers will restrain
ttheirheir hilarity and extend their sympathy
to the intelligent scribe who in ththis
nutshell fashion uncovers a horrible
plot against anuanti mormon idahoanIdahoans

the mormonscormonsMormons must have seen in
this instance an excellent opportunity
to foil the inimical legislation lately
passed by the idaho legislatureslature and
could not afford to let it sogo by now
wont that scribe get up something
else on the outrage plan that the ter-
rible latter day saints may be fittingly
exposed

but if possible this passage from the
same article is still more striking in
the of thought embodied
in it

of course if this is to be the new
rule the gentiles would like to know
it because then they willivill know what
theatre to patronize

now wont the non rise
up enniaenviaen masse and boycott the salt lake
theatre on account of this adroit and
masterly bid for patronage torfor the

house of entertainment surely
this unthinking scribe has made him-
self food for laughter among his own
friends ilehe evidently needs rest of a
more or less permanent character
those interested in his welfare should
see that he has it

THAT METHODIST AGAIN ZI23

HITS OFF THE SOCIAL EVILS AND THE
FASHIONS

BOZEMAN dec 1884issi
Eeditor deseret newnews

94 and in that day seven women shall
take holdhoid of one man saying we will
catoureat our own bread and wear our own
apparel only letiet us be called bathyby thy
name 9 to take away our reproach

whatever may be said against poly-
gamy there certainly can be no harm
in quoting a little scripture drCIclarkea informs us that there was a
tradition among the jewish rabbis that
this scripture was literally fulrulfulfilled
in the days otof judas Maccabeus As
a general thingthin we cannot depend very
much on tradition and even if it hadnad
been ffulfilledulfilled in the days of Maccabeus
there arearc pretty good reasons all
around us why it should be fulfilled
again but if we read the third and
and fourth chapters of isaiah in this
connection as I1 think they ought to be
read it is very plain that it should
take place in the last days since the
days of sodom I1 dont suppose that
the world has ever seen a more cor-
rupt state of affairs than exists all
around us at the present time we
have no account either by tradition or
in history of such inhumanity as can
be found in every town and hamlet
throughout our land when women
can wage a highhandedhigh handed and success-
ful warfare against their own off-
spring and then boast pfaf it and yet
pass in society as members of taeupthe up-
per ten there must be something
wronwrong somewhere I1 heard of a
woman not long ago that openly
BOASTED OF TAKING THE HEADS OFF

FROM ELEVEN
how is that or how does thatcompare with the beastly practices of

the mormonscormonsMormons and where you will
find one that will acknowledge to ityou will perhaps find a thousand that
are guilty of the same crime but
unwilling to acknowledge it thereare women in almost everyrivery commu-
nityi that make it their business to go
from house to housebouse to practice this
diabolical business only a short timeago I1 read in the papers of a doctor
being arrested in who
had a list of over nivetive hundred names
of womenwomennon whom he had practiced
abortion how does that compare
with the beastly practicespractice of the mor
mons

not very long ago I1 read of the ar-
rest of a doctor in philadelphia in
whose cellar were found the skeletons
of twenty nivefive little innocents that he
had slaughtered how does that com-pare with the beastly practices of themormonscormonsMormons and it is satesafe to suppose
that there are thousands of cases
equally bad or even worse all over
the land that will never comocome to thelightyounouyou may travel all day in some scsec-
tions of our country and you will find
children at about one halfhali the housesyou may pass now and then one will
nindund a little puny sickly fellow who issufferingsufferina for the want of a little
brother to share his teapeanutsnuts itif you
inquire where aletheare the children itisit is
nearly always the old story of the
woman and her ducks

ALL DIED OFF tiieTHE
STRADDLES

but generally upon close inquiry you
will find that there has never beendeenbeen any
to die with the straddles

if things keep on in this way muchlonger our government will be obliged
to adopt a polygamous system of mar-
riageria e for self preservation I1 some-
times think itisit is almost too late al-ready the best blood of our land is
fast disappearing seven of our pres-
idents have died without a child to
bear their names the names of web-ster benton calhoun and many
others of our best and purest states-
men have disappeared from the earthand are nowhere to be found except as
theirthethey appear in the public records oftheir deeds the very first command
that god ever gave to marand repeat-
ed oftener than any other was the
command be fruitful and multimultiply
and yetyeffeve have plenty of zstood chris-
tian

lvir
I1s

women who live in daily violationnot onlyonitonly of this command but of al-most all other commands that god has
givengiyenyenten god has said let the woman
be subject to her husband in every
thing but what do we see todayto day
most men are merely footballs for their


