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GODS WILLWAI AND mana LAW

IN replying to the boj ast charge11 against
the I1 mormonscormonsMor mons I1 that they are a lawless
people we have frequently proven that
it is only inia regard to one practice
which obtains among them that this
accusation can be made at all to apply
also that obedience to law is one of
the requirements of their creed the
fact is that only a small portion of the
community called latter day saints or

mormonsMor mons practice plural marriage
and therefore the velivolo body are
notilot fairly to be charged with
breaking the law against it
and those who may be ac-
cusedcused of that malum be-
lieve they arnarc morally justifiedlined be-
cause they view the act of congress
which constitutes it a crime as ancon

the principle is that all
constitutionalconstitutioniLl laws are bindings upon
the saints for they have been com-
manded ot gid to uphold them

commenting upon auan article in the
nn S on this subisubjectet the

lamont flheralderard organ of the joseph
ites

this statement is a fact and at this
juncture in utah affairs it iss a fact of
very great importance if the NEWS
in thisibis colanceconnectiontion had I1stated the lur-
ther facts bearing on this matter
namely that god ordained and in

the constitution of our
nation and that the said
constitution itself previdea that
only the supreme court has
authority to say what is and what is
not constitutionallaw 1 it then should
go one step furtfurtherherandand tell its readers
that this tribunal has already decided
that the laws prohibiting and punish
insing polygamy and the like were and
are the constitutional law of the
landand V

in the sime lancioni herald article
fragmentary quotations are made from
the doctrine and covenants and the
sayings ofbf joceph the prophet from
which the herald writer draws these
conclusions

the constitution provides that the
supreme court and that only shall say
mitat is law and it
therefore follows mat its decisions are
to be reeereceivedived as the end of contro-
versy and they must be honored and
obeyed as the ordinance of god to the
citizen otherwise both the law of gogodd
and of the natonnation are resisted of those
who resist bt paul says andAndt theyney
that resist shall receive to themselves
damnation 11

again he says quoting1 some of the
Pprophets words

6 according to this any law passed
by congress is the lausupreme law of the
land and should a state eity church
or individual refuse submission they
are the lawbreakerslaw breakers

now let us examine these statements
and conclusions in the first place we
will remark that the NEWS has many
times stated the further fact that god
ordained and inspired the constitu-
tion but we have not stated that
the constitution itself provides
that only the supreme court casauhas au-
thority to say what is and what is not
Cconstitutionalon 11 because it say
anything of the kind we invite the
editor of the Josephjosephiteitell herald to
cite ane clause in theth constitution
which says so the quotations he hhasas

do not bear out his statement
andauditif he will read that instrument
Ccarefully he will find that like the au-
thoritytterity he advocates of the suprememe
and exclusive power of congress over
the rterritories it is not there

v butbat supposepose this sole and only

tauthoritythorl ty is vested by the
constitution in the suprememe court
kiewhow does that harmonize with his as

any law passed by con-
gress is the supreme law of the land

hen the constitution which is the
supreme law restricts the power of
concongress within defined limitslimit and if

I1 ltit transcends those founds that which
1 enacts Is hotnot only not the supreme
LWw but is not valid law at all andiaand if
kv ax passed by congress is su-

preme 1 what is the use oiaof la supreme
IVcourtou rt to0 testtat whetherfatat is law or no
lawaw mr smita hasbag jutgot himself into a
DO box in trying to make more
outbout of the constitution stian isiii iny t and to putui wafidals in nibbib
lathers mouthltthat the phet neverdever
uttered forfochehe has hishie

iother as he hasadded to he words ofi econstitution the Pprophetphet joseph
lididdid not say that aany law passedassed bybv

congress is ttheii Xsa prettierenie lawaw of ththe
landhurl 11 helie knew better liehe knew

f thatmat congress
I1 would passpuss laws tuat

i avld not be valid he predicted the
displeasure and vengeance of god upon
the of a departureAe by
viethe powers that be from constitutional
principles what tiehe said was this

I1

congressess has power to protect the
nation against foreign invasion and in-
ternal broil and whenever that body
passes an act to maintain fight wita
any power or to restore right to anyporepportionconofof herhor citizens it is the su-
preme law of the laridland 11

that is a very different matter
when congress passes any law that is
right of course itft is the supreme law
because it is constitutional butbat here
mr smith is in another dilemma itif
only the supreme cobit lais to say what
is constitutionconstitutionaliiAi what business bad
his father to declare what was and
what was notnol constitutional does
not his logic make his father a law-
breaker did not the prophetde-
nounce the whole government for rre-
fusing

e
to redress the wrongsI1 he and the

saints endured in missouri and was
not the very documentdocament from which his
degenerate son nuunfairlyfairly quotes based
on the ground of the right of citizens
to point out the departure of any de

of the government from the
principles of rirightlit and I1usticejustice andanaconcon

iilaw
Conconglesgres has passed several laws

which have been declared unconstitu-
tional by the supreme court but ac-
cording to the editor of the josephiteJosep nite
herald all those laws bebaubecausese they

passed by congress right or
wrong constitutional or unconstitu-
tional were the supreme law of the
land and he wants to 1imposemp ose such
stuffstaff as that upon the peopeoplep le of utah
as llie inspired teateachingschines of his vener-
ated father suppose congress should
pass a law forbidding circumcision
declaring there was no relireligiongion in it
but that it was a relic of bartbarbarismArism 1

would that be the supreme law of the
land suppose that hod-ybody were to pass a
law the dipping of peoplepeo pleinin
cold water undertinder thenamaethe name of baptism
declaring that it was nothing but Z
custom injurious to the system es-
peciallyally olof invalids and feeble persons
would the supreme law of the
laud ah will be the reply but

ediceboce with the free exercise of refireligiongion 11

just so but accordingI1 to the logical
and constitutional writer in the la
moni herald any law passed bycon 1

gress is the supreme law of tilethe land
and should a state city churancharen or in-
dividual refuse submission they are
the lawbreakerslaw breakers

but let us go a step furtherfarther suppose
the supreme court of the united
states on appeal of some he-
brew in one case and josephiteJosephitell
or baptist in the other case
should decide that the law was
constitutional arguing as in the poly-
gamy case thatthai while congress must
not interfere in matters of kithidith it has
the right to legislate against actions
and anav prescribe regulations to pro-
tect individuals and society avagainstainest in-
jurious

I1

customs would mr smith
acquiesce and say no more baptisms
for the josjosephitesphiles 1 for if we irerefuseiuse
submission we are thehe i

ers 1 and does he think that the
lord would be pleased because people
obeyed man rather than bod if he
cannot see the application we are
sorry for his mental blindness

the doctrine of the josephite herald
putsput the supreme court before the al-
mighty anoand binds heaven by theahe enact-
ments of congress it presupposespre supposes
that bothbath those earthly powers are in-
fallibletallible any law of congress is su-
preme 11 also a decision of the su-
preme court is supreme when a
supreme decision is adverse to a ansu-
preme law what is the consequence
Is it not like an irresistible force com-
ing against an immovable body and
is it not all supreme nonsense

the supreme court otof the united
states has given three diverse de-
cisions upon the legal tender act the
last was a complete reversal of the
first were those who would not abide
by the first decision lawlawbreakersbreakers
and offenders against the law of god
and of the nation if soBO what about
those who sustained by the first de-
cision refuse to abide dyDV the last do
they also become by the new
decision resisters of the law
of god and of the nation did
toe lord cagnechange when the supreme
court changed or was not the court
wrong in two out of ane three decis-
ions atleaseat least and those persons right
who dissented from the mistaken rul

ifH the constitution gives such extra-
ordinary powers as claimed to0 tilethe
supreme court making it a crime to
resist its decisions does the constitu-
tion also confercodifer authority on the court
to decdecideide what is or what is not a
mans religion itif so what article or
clause in that instrument conveys this
right Is not relireligionpion a matter between
man and his maker so long as he
does not invade the rights of alotheranother
and where lain any ot tuethe revelations
of god through the prophet joseph
are we told to place a law of man or
the decision of a court before a com-
mandmentmandiman dmentnent of him who alone is per
fleetly supreme

in the revelation given august ethl
1833 imperfectly quoted in the lamoni
JSerald trie lord says

and now concerning the laws of
the land it is my will that royiny people
should observe to do all thingsthines what-
soever I1 command them audand that law
0off the land which is constitutional
supporting that principle of freedom
in maintaining rights and privileges
belongs to all mankind and is justi-
fiable before me therefore I1 the lord
justify you and your brethren of my
church in befriending that law
which is the constitutional law of the
land anoland as pertapertaininginin g to law of man
whatsoever Is more or lessess than these
cometh of evil

what Is the tarothirst injunction in atals

commandmentent concerning the laws
of theche land it is that before every-
thing the lords people shall ob-
serve to do all things whatsoever he
commands them 11 and that isia both
reasonable andaad right he is before all
he is above hueumeu and nations he is
superior to governmentsgovernment and courts
but he tells his church to befriend the
constitutional law of the laud if it
juia not constitutional he says it comes
of evil it must support the
principle1nciple of freedom in maintain-
ingf-r9 rlightsi ghits and privileges if
notit it comes of evil who
is the lord directing his church

V whatever is contrary to10 the freedom
guaranteed by the constitution which
includes not mere beliet outbut the free
exercise of religion hebe does not
command his people to obey but
says they shall do JAshis will further
on he says in the same connection

and whosochoso labeth down his life in
i my cause and for my names sake shall
find it again even life eternal there

i torelore be not afraid of your enemies for
I1 have decreed in my heart saith the
lord that I1 will prove you in all

i things whether you will abide in my
covenant even unto death that you
may be found worthy

here is an intimation of what would
be the consequence otof obeying the
lord in all things before all things

i and that this trial would be in refer
i euceence to something not then revealed is
evident torfor the lord said

for he will give unto the faithful
line upon line precept upon precept
and I1 will try you and prove you hhere-
with

ere

in the revelation given december
1833 also quoted from in the

herald the lord says ilehe established
the constitution of this land by the
hands of wise men for this pur-
pose what purpose

for the rights and protection of all
flesh according to just and holy prin-
ciples that every man may act in
doctrine and to
futurity accordaccordingtog to the moral agency
chica I1t have given to them that every
man may be accountable for his own
sins in the day of judgment

does this give the supreme court
or any secular authority power to de-
termine questions of conscience or re-
ligious

re-
ligions duty Is not one of the re-
viled

re-
vealed purposes of the constitution to
secure that freedom necessary for
every man to exercise his own Ifmoralnoral
agency when god commands and
man believes he is to obey the com-
mandmentmandment no matter what the law of
man maymav say and even it it leads him
to dedeathtii that is the divine intima-
tion and that the whole govern
ment in all its departments was

expected to go astray and deny
the saints their constitutional rights
isia shadowedforeshadowedfore in this very revela-
tion where the lord required the
sd ints to importune for redress from
the judges up to the president and
told them that it these tailed

then will the lord arise and come
forth out of his hiding place and in his
fury vex the nation and in his hot
displeasure and in his fierce anger in
his time will cut off those wicked un-
faithful and uniunjustast stewards audand ap-
point them their ppation among hypo-
crites and evera 2

the position taken by the lamonilamon
herald only coucontemplatestemplates a congress
and a supreme court anianimatedmatet i by
strict justice equity and the spirit
and letter of tue constitution
but suppose they depart Is
no one to be left uleable to10 tell whether
a law is in accord with the constitu-
tion or not cannot the people of god
read and understand the plain lan guage
of that sacred instrument and know
when it is violated should the su-
preme court rule in favor of a law ofcongress that allowed private property
to be taken for public uses withoutaithout
just compensationcompensate0o would not the law
be unconstitutionalal macgre that de-
cision when a people or a church
have received a divine command and
blawa law is enacted against it do they
not know whether that law is con-
stitutional or not see that con-
gress is prohibited by that sacred in-
strumentment from passing any law

respecting auan establishment of rel g
ion andad itif the supreme court
yielding to popular clamor against an
unorthodox body rules that the un-
constitutional law is constitutional
does that alter the stubborn patent
invincible fact that the law is a viviola-
tion

ia
ot the great guarantylof religions

freedom
here is where the herald in this in-

stance makes its error the dedecisionelsion
of the supreme court is final in law
right or wrong it regulates the courts
butbug if it is morally wrong religiously
wrong actually wrwrong aall the legaleg il
lore and national ollaauthorityhority in the
world cannot make it right audand the
true servant of god will do what ilehe
has said concerning the laws of the
land namely it isas my will that
my people should observe to do all
things whatsoever I1 cmcommandmand them
and if doing this leacle him to prprisonI1son
or to death he must obey god rather
than man or he will be found un-
worthy

this has been the position of every
true saint of lormerformer or of latter days
it was the course taken by st paul
quoted from by the herald he died a
cruel death because hebe resisted the law
which required him to renounce
christ and thus on the logic of the
heraldberald secured to himselfbina self damna-
tion instead of obtaining as was the
fact the glorious crown of a valiant
martyr any man who says that he
really and firmly believes a certain law
of god is binding on him and who will
noli obey it juin preference 4 a conflict

ing law of man or adecision of a court
has either an impound mind or a cow-
ardly soul or is a most contemptible
hypocrite

the latter day saints are no law-
breakers in spirit or intent some of
them have found themselves in the
position shadowedforeshadowedfore inIII the revela-
tions of god to10 this church A law
hasbus been specially framed tin
establishment of their religion the
issue is obedience to god or submis-
sion to man choice between a divine
decree about which they have no doubt
and a human enactment that they
firmlynemly believe to bebe unconstitutional
and void it is a matter of conscience
the course of the faithful and the
brave is so plain that it needs bofingerno finger
post to point the way nor urging voice
to whisper walk ilithereinerain 11

SHAMEFUL persecution IN
THE NAME OPOF LAW

A FEELING of deep indignation Is ex-
periencedperienced intheiu the community over the
course pursued toward francis A
brown of ogden city it is not con-
fined to the mormon element but is
shared by many gentile citizens
the object of vindictive judicial perse-
cution is sixty four years of age he
has suffered the full penalty of the law
made i specially against the mor
mons although he was recommended
to the mercy of the court by the jury
that convicted him of living with his
wives

it is understood that he has no
violated the edmunds law since
his term of imprisonment expired
but that doesdoea not sufsufficeflee the crudale
is not really against the violation ot
law either moral or statutory it Is
against a realfreligiousdodds institution it has
been demonstrated that men may live

break the law as often as they choose
they may cohabit with as many wowomenin en
as they like if they will only repudi-
ate those women as wives their con
duct will not be interfered with and
they will be counted ass good citizens
without stain and without reproach

francis A brown has been indicted
for unlawful cohabitation with his
two wiveswies although it cannot be
shown that he hasbaa lived with
them since he emerged from prison
there are four counts in the indict-
ment each for ten days they run as
folfollowsfoks from may 1stast 1886 I1 to may

from may alth to mav from
I1 may to may fromfroin may
to june ath there is nothing to regu-
late the number or periods of counts
or indictindictments itil rests with the
prosecuting attorney who runs the
grandgraild jury the counts might with
just asa much have been eight
orr sixteen or thirty two in number as

I1 four law except in name doesdees not
govern in this matter any more than
justice morality honor or decency
tilethe will ot the attorney is in these
matters the supreme law

some curiosity has been expressed
as to the peculiar twist or or
quibble on which the prosecution in-
tends to proceed for the furtherr perse-
cution ot F A brown As it is pretty
well understood that the gentleman is
not fairly within the provisions of the
edmunds law not having cohabited
with more than one woman either in-
side or outside of the marriamarriagee rela-
tion during the period covered byy the
indictment people wonder what new
scheme has been made uup to entrap
him it is explained in tthisha way the
prosecuting officer 4 so we learn from
ogden holds that a man who has been
living in apolygamous relationion and has
not publiclypublicfy renounced that relation
must be guilty in the eyes of the law
becbecauseaube if jaehe has not availed himself
of his opportunities it is his own
fault and not the fault of the law

that is the kind of legal logic which
abe used inythe persecution of

mormonscormonsMor mons who refuse to renounce
their wives and become like the rest
of usas s A lecherous creature who has
been detected in vile debauchery was
selected as the deputy to arrest a vir-
tuous and honorable and worthy cui
zeuzen and the victim of this shameful
prostitution of law is to be consiconsidesconsidereddei ed
guilty without any overt act itif he
does not prove himself iu if he
were steeped to the eyes in actual in-
fractions of the edmunds law liehe
could escape punishment by promising
to repudiate his wives violate his cov-
enants with them and his god and
treat them as mistressesdistressesmi stresses after the
pure fashion of so called american
society

at I1the rate in which the persecutors
of the mormonscormonsMor mons are pouring in their
unholy preparations itft will not take
them ionlong to tillnil up the cup of their in-
iquity ietlet theugsaintsailts possess their
souls in patience A day of reckoning
is not far off justice will have its
own and the miserable wretches who
pervert law and stamp on equity will
call11 for the rocks to hide them and the
mountains to cover them from the
divine vengeance which they have in-
voked upon their own heads

A JUDICIAL DECISION RE-
VERSED

titiTHE supreme court of the territory
todayto day reversed the decision of the
Ffirstarst district court in the case of the
united states vs barnard white of
ogden city charged with unlawful

judge powers delivered

the opinion reversing hisbis own ruling1
the other members of the court con-
curringcurring it will be found in another
column

lest there should be some mistake
as to its purport and effects wedewilw i I1

explain a little barnard white had
two wives diana and jane F he
married the latter about ten years ago
ifhisI1S first wife ayin I1 in january
last in april he remarriedre married
his plural wife for the purpose
of preventing her being called as a
witness hiim antheon the charge otof
unlawful cohabitation the new cere-
mony being entered into that their
marriage might be made indisputable
in the spurts but as the third dis-
trict court had ruled that the legal
wife was a competent witness when a
crimecaime was committed against her and
that the taking of a plural wife is a
crime against the legal wife mrs
white was declared a competent wit
ness by the first district court she
was required to testify and her hus-
band was convicted the judgment is
now set aside on appeal and a new
trial ordered LIUkin which sue cannot be
made to testify

nonoww this does not affect the general
question astoas to the legality of corn cell
legal wives to testify in cases under
the edmunds act mrs white was
at the time of the trial the only witewife
abd nothing alleged against her husbus
band could be called a crime against
her and theoleathe plea that the parties had
been married torfor the purpose of
bentioventingI1 her testimony does not avail
for tthishis is allowable in law as the
court admits the decision will not
affect the compelling of first wives to
testify against their hu their
case will have to be passed upon ouOB its
merits before any change will be made
in the present practice which isis auan
noutrage on legal wives and a perversion
olof lawjaw and established principlessciples
which are essential to the wl I1 of
society

independence DAY 97

THEHE anniversary of american indepen-
dence willwall be celebrated this year on
monday the ath dinst to avoid as far as
possible the desecration of ane subsab
bath not that there would be any-
thing wrong inIII reading the declaration
of independence recounting the story
of the nations deliverance from bon-
dage singing songs of praise to the
eternal and of rejoicing in the bless-
ings of liberty on the lords day but
the celebration which fills the cup of
satisfaction for a very large
number of citizens those in
fact who make the greatest
display of vociferous patriotismliss not
complete to the brim without liquid
inspiration and indulgences that fre-
quently lead to tumult disorder land
averyteverythinging but sabbath observances
it is gatequite proper that the celebration
shoushouldd be postponed to tilethe ath of july

utah has cause for just as much
mourning as rejoicing on this occa-
sion her sons and daughters are not
forgetful of the great victory over op-
pression and wrong achieved by the
fathers of our country their souls
thrill with the grand fsentiments em-
bodied in the document that will be
read with emphasis in thousands of
cities and towns of this magnificent
countrychu they are grateful for the
glorious constitution which stands as
a monument erected to liberty and a
bulwark against tyranny and usurpa-
tion they are proud of the institu-
tions that have been built up on theprinciples laid down in that guide and
guardian of the sovereign people thetheyy
appreciate the blessings which havhavee
flowed from the fountain of freedom
opened on the glad day 0off the nations
independence

butbat they cannot close their eyes to
the fact that this great nation
todayto day is denying to them the very
libertieslibertiestoto e which to posterity
the patriot fathers bled land died in
the course pursued towards the
people who built utah and redeemed
this barren wilderness converting it
into a pleasant habitation for thous-
ands the principles that will be lauded
to the skies and heralded with the can-
nons boom and the exultant shouts of
millions are todayto day discarded or ig-
nored for the purpose of crushing a re-
ligious body of american citizens to
gratify sectarian hate and pander to
prejudices born of ignorance and big-
otry

the rights of life liberty and the
pursuitpursuit of happiness are coming toaebe denied to the latter day
saints unless they use them
as their enemies may determine theprinciples that governments derive
their just powers from the consent of
the governed that officers should not
be impimposed0 ed upon the people against
their will and interests thatithac taxation
without representation is tyratyrannyuny
that local affairs should be left to local
lelegislationisolation that trial by jury should be
I1impartialmpartial that local self government
is the Tounfoundationdation of republican liberty
have all been trampled upon in the
treatment of the mormonscormonsMor mons andthey
cannot but regard the enunciation of
those principles in their ears as to
them a practical sarcasm

with their leaders in exile some of
their beitmenbest men I1inn prison and others
driven from their homes while inno-
cent women and children are deprived
of the society of their husbands and
fathers with spotters prying around
their domicilesdomicileddomi ciles and intruding jinto their
homes with wives findand mothers al


