THE DESERET W

Baints, just as the name Christians
was given in derision to the followera
of Jesus of Nazareth by the nnbeliev-
ers of Antioch. But names matter
very little; it is principles we are dis-
cussing. A jewel covered with cob-
wehs apd dust isstill a fewel;, and trath
is truth whatever i€ may becalled, and
is mot to be disposed of by pelting it
with epithets. “Mormonis n,”* to me,
is but another name for God's truth,
and to find the fullness pf that
truth we would have to bring fogether
and aggregate the truth of all religions,
adding ' therete’ a%1 others that
God would or could reveal.

= Truth is truth, swwhere'er 'tis.fonund,
On Ohristaaw or on heathen ground.’y

This religion cilled Mormeonism is
no new thing. A'ccording to eur view
it is the oldest of all religions. It has
been upon the earth in different ages,
beiug revealed from heaven from time
to time a8 often as it became necessary
to renew the sacred fire upon the altar
of the human heart, and revive in
men’s souls the knowledge of truth
which they had turned from and fgr-
gotten. ILis object from the first bas
been man’s salvation—the salvation of
all nen, wno are universally the chil-
dren of God. You who have supposed
that Mormonism is n narrow and ex.
clusive faith,
aright. IfI knew nof a_religion that
was broader and better I would em-
brace it But to me it Iis
the broadest, the best, the most reascn-
able of all rellgions, and conséquently
1 remain 8 Mormon. My religion pro-
poses to save all men, but to save them
upon just and consistent principies;
not the rewarding of one soul for the
good done by auother, nor the punish-
ment of the innocent for the misdeeds
of Lhe guilty, nor the neverending
punishment of any soni; but the judg-:
ing of all men according to their
works, and their salvation according
to their merits in different degrees of
glory.

Mormoniam teaches that God was
once just like ourselves;thut the eternal
part of Him was enshrined in mortal
ficsh, subject to mortai ills and earthly
paine and tolls. I do not now refer to
the experience of the Bavior in the
meridian of time. I mean that in the
far away aeons of the past God
once dwelt up:n an earth like this,and
that through itstrials and vicissitudes
and the experience they sfforded He
tecame a8 more intelligent being than
before, secerding finally by obedience
to certain priucipies, ennobling and ex-
alting in their nature, to the plane
which He now occupies, These truths,
forming the ladder up which He
climbed to celestia]l helghts, up which
we too are expected to climb from earth
to heaven, from nortality to immor-
tality, from a world where grief and
sorrow retgu, to a better and brighter
spbexe whers sorrow and snffering are
unknown — these truths are  self-
existent and eteron]l. God did not
¢reate them. [ntelligence, the light of
truth,cannot be crented. But by means
of His superler iutelligence, which
e his glory and which makes Him God
He instituted lnws whereby the rest,
the lesses intelligences, might advance
like Himsslf. Theselaws we eall’ the
Goapel, the plan ot salvation, formulat-
ed In the heavems before this world
wnas, and revealed again aud again to
the children of Adam for their salva-

have not uuderstood it/ fall.

tion, We hold that men are literally
the sons and dauzbters of God; that
He intends we shall become like Him,
and it is certainly rearonable to expect
that the child will eventually develop
to the status of the Parent.
divipe beinge in embryo, and it is only
a question of time when we shall
biossom 1n perfection.

We beHeve that in that pre-existent
life, where the spirits of all men once
dwelt, a Savior was prepared, pre-
ordained to die for the salvation of
the world. We zlso believe that other
great and noble ones were selected—
pruphets, poets, philosophers, reform-
ers, painters, sculptors, ete., and sent
into the world to play their parts, to
hold aloft the toreh of Gid-ziven genius
to illumine the pathway leading to
perfection. All good glfts are from
(God, from Him who sent us forth into
this school to learn life’a lessons, to as-
siak wach other to, learn, and having
gained our educatiou, to return to Him
perfected, and dwell fu peace eternally.
All things sent forth will again seek
their origin, a8 paturaliy as the rain-
rops sprinkled upou the hills trickle
bick {0 the ocean whence they came,

We believe that Adam was pre-or-
dained to fail, and that it was part of

{the eterual plan that he ahould

“Adam fell that mon
might be,”® says Mormontsm; be-
came mortal for our sakes, that

our spirits might tabernacle in the
fiesh, and work our way back through
thorns and briers to the glorious gar-
dene of Paradise: The fall of Adam
wus 88 necessary In the divine plap as
the redemption wroughi out by Jesuw
Christ. Butto Adam was revealed the
G mwpel and by meaus of it he regained
paradise, or the presence of his Maker,
trom whieh, for & wise pupose, he hiad
hewu lemporarily banished—eternally
banished but {or the atonement of the
Savior. To Encch was aleo given the
same QCospel, either by trapsmiesion
from Adam, or by direct revelation
from the A lmighty. ’

Noah also had a dispeneatiou of the
Gospel committed to him, and no
doubt transmitted its truths tv his pos-
terity—to the nations which sprang
fremy him. [ wss conversing once
with a gentleman, a late TFedoral
offi¢ial, with whom [ have been more
or less intimate, and he was seeking to
prove to me that Jesus of Nazareth was
not the original thinker that wfen sup-
pose Him., Heshowed that Confucius,
the Chinese sage, taught, long before
Chriet, that It was right for cne tud»
unto others as he would wish others to
do unto him, and he thought this
proved Jesus to be a plagiarist. To me
it proved nothing of the kind. It de-
monstrated that Confueius had be-
come possessed of & portion of the old
Giaspel, the same yesterday, today and
for ever, either by inheritance, from
Noah, whom the Chinese ciaim aa
their great ancestor, or by direct in-
spiratiou from henven. And the fact
that Jesus afterwards tanghp a gimilar
doctrine when He introduced that
Gospel in the meridian of time dous
pot prove Him - a plagiarist, hut
ratber a restorer—a restorer of
that which was previously possessed by
Noah, Abrahanm and Moses, but which
had been lost and forgotten so long
by their descecsdants that when
preached toiheJews by Jesusthey were
figatonishey at his doctrine.”? Weuld

EEEKLY.

We are|i

671

not the similarities that exist betweén
sgme Christian and some heathen
doctrines indicate that both haa a
common origin? Quor Balt Lake s
Bu‘})posed to be the reaidue of a great
inland sea that once surged against
there mountain sides, making islands
of the fioftiest summits, covering the
whole area of the Great Basin and
commanicating with the Pacifle
(Ocean. Thatsea gradually diminished,
unti] the lake of today, though gsimi-
Iar in character, is but 8 mere pond by
camparison. May not the religions of
Asgia, though differing in Some re-
spects from Christianity, the apeient
Gospel of which I have been speaking,
and yetcontaining trutbs belonging to
it, be as so many pools of water caught
in hollows of the yround or in holes of
the rock as the great flood of truth
rushed by? The fruths of these re-
limons have doubtiess been mixed
with the docirines of men, bul so are

the truths of Christianity., Weareall
apt to depart from the trith
in its primitive purity; . hence
the need of eontinued restoratlions

We hold thst 1o these latter times
God has agaln restored, to earth
the everlasting Gospel, that this ja the
dispensation of the fulness of times fato
which flow all former dispensations,-
like rills and rivers emptying into the
ocean; that ““He who scaltered Israel
will gather him and keep himas a
shepherd doth his fAock;’” that Z:on
will be built up on thiz continent and
Jerusalem reouilt in the land of Pales-
tine; that all things in Cnrist, hoth in
heaver, and on earth, are to be
gathered tn one, according to the pre-
diction of Paul the Apostle. It iathe
purpose of Mormonism, which bernlds
the second coming of Chriat, to pre-
pare the world for that coming.

The prophets and posts of the past
have spoken of 2 time to come when
the earth should rest, and natiou
should war mo more against aation;
when men, as Burns saye in beautiful
stmplicity, would *‘brothers be and a’
that;** and when, as Tennyron pro-
phetically declares:

The war drum throbs no longar

And the battte 1 1ga ar furle

In the 3:\rnnmont of man,

Tha federation of the world.
When white-winged peuce would
spread her wiugs abroad, and grims
visaged war would sit at her feet and
learn wisdom {for a thourand years.
We think that time is drawing nigh;
that the Almighty basset His banu to
necompliah just such a work; that we
are living in the Saturday night of the
world®s history, pear the eud of tbat
week of Time each day of which is a
thousand years, aud that the seventh
day, or Sabbath, wili be the day of
rest, lhe Millennjum, the relgn of
g'eace and righteousness which the

rophets and the pouts haxe predicted.

The Almighty, I believe, began thia

hase of His work when Hwe sent
%u!umbus across tbe sea to unveil this
hidd:n hemisphére, He it was who
perved thearm and fired the soul of a
Washington Lo fight and w1n freedom’s
battle on this chosen Innd, and who io-
spired the pen of & Jeflerson to write in
words of flame the declaration of
American lndependence. I revere
thhe Clonstitution a8 sn emansation of
Divinity aud, I belivye, we will yet
see the principles upon which this
great goverumont wus fuunded,—prin-



