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or a spear of grasagrams seemseeme to grow upon
them and they look as thoung the
rains of heaven had never gladdened
their summits since the days of the
flood away to the west the moun-
tain slopes fell off in succeeding ter-
races towards a single
shrubarub or brush is known to us de-

scendingsc from the mountain the road
crosses an extensive plain with a
variety of tree cactus called locally the
joshua they attain a height some-
times of from twenty to thirty feet
and a diameter of from one foot to one
tootfoot and a half they usually have
several branchesbranc nes large and clumsy
that terminate with a turf of leaves
about a foot and a half long that re
dombles very much the leaves of the
century plant only that theythe are potnot so
long and large then there was the

or cactus so called
from the fact that it resembles a keg
it isib oval in form and about two and a
haltball footfeet long by about one footfootitin
diameter in the center and tapers a
little towards ea h end it has a wavy
surface and is covered with long sharp
abor f it is said to contain water
and many stories are told of lives that
have been saved on the desert through
its agency

titethe heatbeat here was intense I1 think
it no exaggeration totoaytay that it must
bave ranged irumfrom tuto degrees in
afie shade a d it is said that it has
been known to reach degrees I1
am ready to believe it

after crossing the plain mentioned a
distance of about twelve miles we
reached the virgin at the mouth of
the beaver dam creek the virgin
at this point is quite a stream spread
out over a wide sandy and gravelly
bottumbottom its waters are so pregnant
with alkali that all the rocks and
banks are coated with it yet furfor all
this its waters are used for irrigation
purposes at beaver dam and bunker
villogilleandvil leandand it is claimed that the land is
moBO worse for its use

we were now in aliznaArariziznana if this isie
a sample of what is to come ail orof thehe
stories that we have heardbeard will be I1ullyfully
realized promfrom beaver dam to the
ferry on the colorado the road follows
the river running along the saudy
bank or in the bed of the stream which
Is filled with shifting qquickalck

onn i is from a quarter to
halt a mile across the road winds
along the stream crossing and
reo every little distance
I1 we crosscrossed the stream upwards
of lorty umestimes the first day after reach-
ing it the wagon sinksminks half way to
the hub in the sand the scorchingrysyo of a torrid sun beat down upon
you the horses tug and toil on hour
after hour until completely exhausted
you grow thirsty but the saline waters
otof the river afford you no relief you
must toil on for upwards of eighty
miles until you have passed tue bolo
bauo and even then your condition is
notmot improved what we experienced
must be met by all who go this way to
atar zunaliona aud from what we can learn
thistile toIs not the worst road either not-
withstanding the saline water of the
virgin the people who live there en-

y good health generallyduerallyeue rally newcomers
are somnom times subjected to a sort ofir before they become acclimatized
but aside from this the country is fairly

Bunbunkervillekerville is in nevada rindand Is

quite a thriving town of about 6050 fami-
lies we reached thereonthere n the evening
of the third of july on the morning
of the fourth we were roused early by
the firingbring of guns and an anvil thatbut
had been brought from the neighbor-
ing blacksmith shop to do cannon ser-
vice for the occasion we hadbad justjuat
crawledcrawledoutout of bed when a wagon
loaded with men musmua
kete swooped down upon usua
we hurriedly explained that we
were innocent and that the guilty
parties were somewhere else they
responded with a coarse laughtlaugh and
proceeded to serenade u the band
consisted of one fife two snare drums
and one bass drum then they
waived1 tirethe flag fired a salute whipped
up the horses which by the way
were decorated all ever with spots orof
red and blue paint and were off
bunkervilleBunkerville is the hub of southeastern
nevada people come for sixty miles
or more to celebrate the fourth the
climate is semi tropic and almost all
kinds of fruit can be grown there we
saw large orchards of almonds figs

and we understand
they are commencing to grow oranges
their vineyards are large and there is
noao reason why they could not grow
grapes enough hereto supply all utah
if there were some way of getting them
to the market

there is nodo region in the country
thatthai furnishes sodo rich a field for goo
logicallotical research asan does the virgin
valley almost every phase of the
earths changes are to be seen here
the entire valley atai one time was
the bed of an immense lake that
was gradually dried up by evapor-
ation hundreds of feet of lake deposit
can be seen luin different places con-
sisting of successive layers of gypsum
suit and slit who the colorado
river broke through its rocky barrier
it cut a channel through this lake and

it the washings of succeed
ina axesages have exposed hundreds af leetfeet
otof the lake deposits

the colorado at the mouth of01 theme
virgin is a very large river more than
a quarter of a mile wide and said to be
fifty feet deep in midstream with a
current velocity of five or sixdix milesmile soan
hourdour this is the head otof navigation
and steamboats often come up here foror
cargol of bay grain anuanti saltsait the
ferry here is a fairly good one kept by
a swiss german jamea Bunneiii he
has a large farm along the virgin
where he growsgrow quantities of al alfa
haybuy which hebe sells at the adjuringaej liazuk
mining camps for 20 antiaad 25 per tooton

after crossingoro esing the colorado there
are two roads one follows the river
or several miles tand then turni east-
ward and possespasses through white hills
reaching the railroad at hackberryHack borry
Theotherthe other runsrutis acroacrosssethethe country to
the gold basin and then up the valley
to hackberry the forferrymanryman will
recommend the gold basin road
claiming it is shorter and the distances
between water are not so far we
look this route and can therefore safely
recommend all future travelers to take

I1 the other
we left the ferry at 4 p mam taking

with us a keg of water and haybay enough
to feed the horses during the night
rho ferryman hudhad told us that by going
twowo miles oftoff the read we would find
water twelve miles out and by going
one mile off we would find water again

twenty miles out also an abundance
of braae for the horses the road he
said would be a little gravelly and
rocky in spots for the first twenty miles
but after that it would be just like a
turnpike how we found it we will
have to tell you in another letter this
one is long enough already

JUEL RICKS

UNDER FROWNING FORTS

germansgerman are wont to speak of theircountry aas a great plum pudding set
on a platter among the powers of the
continent to tempt their voracious ap-
petitespet ites behind this figure of speech
there are a few fundamental fatfant
which all leaders and all parties ac-
cept as indisputable military awand lay
writers begin their defenses of militar-
ism or their attack upon it with
descriptions of germanygermanasGerm anysIs eastern and
western borders unprotected by na-
ture marked not by rivers lakes or
mountain ranges but simply by lines of
posts labeled with 16 german empireEmpi
and the imperial coat of arms allacknowledge that germanyGerman western
neighbor is an open enemy and that the
easterneasier neighbor is either a suspiciouscleus
friend oior a covert foe the differ-
ences now dividing the parties 1lagermany are not due to disputes as twoto
these facts but as to the conclusions
lobeto be drawn from them the indie
pupotabletable features of germanygermanasGerm anysle militaryary
situation on the eastern and westernera
frontiers are declared by the NOWnew
vork sun to tiehe substantially as tolfol
lowelow

just back of the french fro tier 1

the most wonderful line otof
alons ever constructed frumfrom belfort
tuto verdun stretches an almost un
brikei and fl aless belt of steel the
one gavingap in this belt between depinal
and foul was left open so as to
render enefer the operations of afrench army marching over the
border to take the offensive verdun
has eleven detached fortsfort andsand a citadel
the circumference orof the fortifications
is8 twenty abree miles ten detached
forforisa withwithinin aaoc roum terenceference of twetwenty0 ty
tourfour miles surround touttoul eight uede
lacked forts within a circumference of
twenty miles surround depinal belfort
the key to southwestern germany the

position over whose posses
sionaion moltke quarreled with bismarckBismarok
baj six detacheddet forts within a circum
ference of twenty one miles

each of these tourfour first class fortress-
es is as strong asaa metz or strasburgu rg
tthehe only two germingermin fortresses to
defend wethe left bank of wehe rhine fromluxembourg to switzerland verdun
is notably stronger than its vizaalz a viz

1

metz between verdun and touttoul
along the mousemeuse stand the iniu depend
ent aorta of St Minel I1LionLlonville and the upper
meuse is defended by the fortsforte
of cagny laIs blanche Ccoteote and
Bour lemont pont st vincent
brouardfrouard and villers south of
depinal lie the upper mosel forts of
arches mout buptrupt chateau
lambert and GirogiromagnyGi romagnymaguy as well ASaa
fort ballon de servance which
guards the highway between depinal
and belfort to this list should be C

added the forts further north and
south which are intended to prevent tthe possibility of invasion through
switzerland or belgium the fortin


