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OrFICE J.B, & D.T. CASEMENT,
END OF TRACK, Apr. 29, '69,
Editor Deseret News:—Within theen-
suing fifteen days, in all probability,
will be consummated the connection of
the two mighty lines of railway com- |
pleting the inter-oceaniec span of iron
road which will bring the ‘‘hub” deni-
zen of Boston harbor, in five days, to
lave his brow in the placid waters of
the Pacific. |
Nine miles of track remain to be laid |
on what used to be called the Union
Pacific line. Of the grading there are
some two or three miles yet incomplete,
a considerable portion of which is rock-
work. To-night the track is laid half
a mile west of Blue Creek. Blue Creek
bridge is asubstantial piece of trestle-
work some 150 feetin length. The gra-
ders are busy as beavers immediatelﬁ at
the end of the rails under Messrs, Hill
& Green. The whole track-laying force
will be consolidated upon the summit
to-morrow to work backwards, or east~
wards, in consequence of the heavy
work yet undone in front. Of course,
the material must be transpoited on
wagons eight or nine miles to the sum-
mit, and that over a precipitous road.
Some three miles of the grade eastward
from the terminal point at the summit
are ready for the track-layers, In this
little distance there are used between
600,000 and 700,00 poundsof iron. In|
round numbers, 10,000 ties will be re-
quired for the same distance. I need
occupy no space in computations, It
will be an jeasy and pleasant practice
for the young arithmetician of Utah to
reduce the guantities given to tons or

loads. ... : a8
- {The .great Central Pacifie contest for
the track-laying championship, through
an accident; did not finally come off till
Wednesday. It was witnessed by the
-magnates of both roads. The aggregate
number of iron-men,splicers and screw-
ers, spikers, and supernumeraries em-
‘ployed in laying'the track was 848; be-
sides ninety-twe horses. The Central:
Companyarein the habit of laying their
_rails; on but one-half the complement
of ties, filling in the remainder as they
are brought to the front on the traing.
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routes of travel to be free on that day.
It is expected there will be nearly as
big & demonstration on the Promontory
upon the same truly important occas-
ion, or as nearly so «8 the circumstances
will admit. |

The remalnder of Gen. Wilcox's com-
mand, some six companies 12th U, B.
infantry, en route for San Franciseo,
will arrive at Altona siding to-morrow,
They are to-night at Wasateh,

The camp lights gleam bright from
the hills; the midnight shifts advance
to their positions along the line; and I
shall court in a Casement coach,

“Tired nature's sweet restorer, balmy

sleep.’’
ANON.

g

8. L. Orry, April 30, 1869,

Editor Deseret News:—1 wish again
to trespass upon your columns to draw
the attention of the public to what I
consider to be a great evil, namely the
custom of herding large numbers of
horses, mules, oxen and sheep on the
range near the city. I have been a

ersonal witness of this practice for the
ast eight or nine years, and have fre~
quentl/y taken the liberty to invite men
to take their stock to a range where the
feed was better. These invitations have
generally been complied with, which
indicates that the intrusion was not
intentional. But Ihavemet with some
who have informed me that ‘‘this was
a public range’ and that ‘‘they guessed
they could herd their stock where they
pleased.” T have thought that perhaps
you would do the public 'a benefit by
publishing, for the special enlighten-
ment of such parties, the extract which
can be found on the 92nd page of the
Laws of Utah, sections 8th and 9th, for
it is well known that the range adjacent

to the city is becoming more limited.:

every year, and I think ought to be re-
seryed exclusively for the city herds,
| 77 NORVAL,
—
MoRGANVILLE, WEBER VALLEY,
APRIL 29th, 1869.

. JLditor Deseret News:—1 have learned
Ahat alittle girl was offered for sale by
Indians last Fall at Bear City on  Bear
River east, , .She was about three years
old and they wished fto obtain

for her; as no ponies were at hand and

Thére were on thisotéasion 2000 China-
men putting in the back ties -andsur-
“ofacingthe track. The 848 men and 92
horses laid the ten miles of track in 16

orking hours, Their whole force at

e front'is about 8000—the most power-
ful track-laying foree ever organized.
Mr. Trowbridge is the superintendent
of constructionyand Mr, Minkler is in |
chgrﬁe of track-laying on the Central
- Pacific. At-no tinle, I am informed,
-~ have the Casements had more than 300 |
men on track-laying at once, inelusive
_of the tie-layers, . A
A switeh, orsiding, has been
atb the low point of bluff where the line
curves to the northward, taking thence
aright line over a delightful grade for
three miles, Mr, Eicholtz has christened

ut in{ |

no other pay would satisfy them th

kept her and took her ‘away. ' The
‘Indians who 'had her ‘in possession'pro-
fessed to have bought her from others.
I believe the child was mine and in

| order that another favorable opportuni-

ty of obtaining her may not be lost T
now and herein offer a reward of $5,000
toany person who will obtain and bring
her  to me and will pay moré should
that not be sufficient to satisfy. Any
erson giving  information thaf may
ead to her recovery shall be amply and
satisfactorily rewarded. =~ . .= .
$ s oty &% DI L S
A - G. W. THURSTON.
Nevada papers please copy. '
. —— y

this siding ALTONA. On this line,with-
in a mile of Blue-creek bridge, reposes
Casement’s boarding-train, headed two
points west of due north. Here also /is
a tank of 68,000 gallons capacity, sup-

plied from a spring found in the hills a |

mile east of the track. The spring is
268 feet above the grade and is conduct-
ed to the tank through four-inch iron
pipe. Theengineers say this is the unéy
good water between Bear River and the
Humboldt. . The.., Central folks had
abandoned it as not of sufficient volume
for their use. It is pronounced capable
of supplying 500 to 600 bbls. per hour,
and, in this salt, alkall, mineral region,
where no other but hrackish, bitter,
sulphury, stinking? water can be pro-
cured from -either wells or running
streams, one ins right sharply to
. l:[%alﬁe'r forad 1.8- nto City creek.
ramento, Omaha and Chicago are
‘preparing for overwhelwing demon-
strations upon the completion of the
Central Pacific Railroad, which implies
undoubtedly, the uniting of the two
lines at the summit of the Promontory,
by which the Central Pacific will jbe
gompleted. to. Ogden. At Sacramento
there is to be a jubilee, in which every
man, woman and child ‘is invited to
join, ' A ‘procession i to be formed of
the State officials of California and
Nevada, the. city and c¢ounty officials
of California; the military, fire-compan-
ies, citizens, workmen of all classes, the
schools, and the contractors and em-.
ployees of the railroad. The driving of
the last spike, announced by telegragi:,
will be acknowledged by the screaming
of the whistles of every locomotive,
steamer and workshop, with ‘the ring-
ing of bells, firing of cannon and bands
of musid; to 'be wound upcby a grand
ilumination of the whole city. All the

| tions to celebrate May-day.

SMITHFIELD, Cache Co.,

| i) o | May 1st, 1869,

_Editor Deseret News:—The Co-opera-
tive Mercantile Institution in this city,
is in suecessful operation, with a good
tannery and shoe shop in the firm.,
Nearly three hundred Sunday school
«children of this ward have assembled to

co-operate - with the BSunday school
scholars from H Park, numbering
betw one two hundred, with
bannés and flags of every size and des-

cription bearing appropriate inscrip-
They were
formed into line, headed by the martial
bands of Smithfield and Hyde Park,
marched around the city and drew up
in hollowsquare in front of Surveyor
(Gen. Fox’s quarters at Bishop Roskel-
ly’s. The scholars then sang ‘“‘Lovely
Deseret,”’ ‘‘The Volunteers,” ‘‘Lovely
May,” ‘‘Nice young Mormons,” &o.
The morning was fine, the musie of the
bands inspiring and the songs of the
little folks as sweet aud lovely as them-
selves. Gén. Fox and others made some
short but appropriate speeches. Prayer
was then offered, imploring the Giver
of all good to continue His blessings
upon lIsrael, after which they took up
their line of mareh to their selected
play grounds in the kanyon, accompari-
led by their teachers and a host of car-
riages of various descriptions filled with

the parents of the scholars, and other.

spectators to behold the little ones en-
Jjoy themselves. The best of order was
preserved and too much cannot be said
in commendation of the teachers in the
performance of their arduous and uge-
fu-lB_ labotilﬂ. y1] |

y the topographical survey of
Utab, kindly farnished by the U. S.
Surveyor General Clark to the  Territo«
rial Surveyor General Fox, the'latter is
enabled to identify 'a certain' eorner

where a publie well was dug in Wells-
ville in 1856, from which, on Monday
last, General Fox located Wellsville

town site. On Tuesday Mendon, on
Wednesday Hyrum and Millville,
Thursday Providence and Logan, Fri-

day Hyde Park and Smithfield town
gites were located. This morning he

leaves here for Richmond and Frank-
lin. May God speed him in his la-

this valley.
Bp: Roskelly and his brethren of
Smithfield have got nearly all the tele-

bors, for they are highly appreciated in | acts

[hI A :'!p" 12 .

the ““Wizard of the North” genus,
Still, the Tact of their having deceivers
«»r imitators, shows that the popular
belief' was in faver of those things being
possible, and . it is stropg evidence that
real miracles were performed. Notthat

| there were then,any more than there are

now, miracles in that impossible sense
believed in by the ignorant, something
done without a cause; but there were
performed which were the result of
natural operations not théen understood
by the masses, There is strong pre-
sumptive evidence of the fact that the

graph poles set from their city to Lo~
gan, a distance of seven and one half

mileson a straight line, being deter-
mined to open up communication .with
the rest of the world. |
Grasshoppers are hatching out by the
acre, and have already ecommenced
their ravages on the grain in many
places. Notwithstanding the reappear-
ance of these pests, the citizens are
busy in planting the balance of their
land, trusting in the future., Thisis a
movein theright direction, for if we do
not plant we cannot expect to reap,
PETER MAUGHAN.
i

ponies

[For the “Deséret Evening News,”]
DIVINATION.

“And t.ha.ma'.gic ans did so with their
enchantments.”” No doubt of it; those |

prophets of Baal, for instance, did at
times obtain fire from some supernatu-
ral source to consume their sacrifices, or
it is mnot reasomable to suppose that
four hundred and fifty men would have
been so unwise as to expectsuch a thing.
It was in the presence of Elijah that
they failed, for which there must have
been a reason; the sequel informs us
what the r~ason was.
- Itis not Jougical, then, to deny to those
ancient msgicians the wers which
both saered and profane history asecribe
to them; neither is it charitable to at-
tribute it to venal or corrupt motives.
As a class they were kept about the
courts of kings and pgreat men; great
things were expected of them, and no
doubt were realized; and it appears that
they did not fail except when they were
in the presence of beings who had high-
er powers than themselves,

y taking this view we get rid of

were palmy days for diviners; pt
was in all her glory; had attained to an
iatellectuality, which, if it did take a
different direction to that of our day,
will certainly bear comparison with it..
It was in the direction of divination
thatthe current of mind ran; nothing
of importance was undertaken either by
Eing, priests, or people, without first
obtaining information respecting re-
sults. ,To satisfy the requirements of the
age a class of men arose who made it
their busiLess to gratify the public
taste by cultivating their powers of
mind with avim to get an iusight into
the futare. ; -

It isnot fair to assume that these
nien were mercenary ' in their motives,
although some may have been s0; they
seem to have devoted themselves to
study with a determination and disin-
terestedneas such as usually character-
izé the earnest enquirer after truth;they
were temperate in their lives, and even
mortified their bodies by an abstem-.
iousness which would have heen“tlziug
to the sensualist; and this was all done
with & desire to find favor with the
gods ‘“‘to whom all secrets are known.’’

Men of thisstamp were likely to get
information from {he unseen world;
and, in their researches after truth, as

many difliculties which present them-
selves to the reader of angient history:

| we can understand how it happened

that in the Courtof Babylon ‘‘the magi-
ciang, astrologers, sorcerers and Chal-
deans,”” were bafiled in' the presence of
Daniel, and to come mearer to our own
tindes, the powerlessness of such men
in the presence of Jesus and his discip-
es,’ i iud o i¥
As to our denying the existence of
great powers of divination in anecient
times, because we cannot understand
how they were attained to, it would be
quite as just todeny the existence of
theee things now for the same reason,
If the ancients had their soothsayers
and astrologers, the moderns have their
fortune letters and Zadkiels; if the for
mer had their necromancers, who held
communion with the 8pirits of the de
parted, so have the latter—millions o
| them—in the ‘‘spiritualists.’”  If they
believed in sorcery, many now believe
| that their cattle or themselves can be
“bewitched.” ' If they: liad those who
‘by their incantations could command
the sick to behealed, in these days ther:
are ‘‘Zouaves' imd' mesmerisers, - Ii
they had their witeh of Endor to call
up the shade of Samuel, there are thos:

they understood it, they could hardly
fail to stumble upon some of the prin-
ciples which influence, if they do not
control,human actions, and arrive at a
Enowledge of some of the %reat. but
gsimple, natural lJaws, which lie at the
foundation of things. No stone was left
unturned by them in their pursuit of
that kind of knowledge theysought af-
ter: magic in the use of numbers and
cabalistic characters;  divining by
omens, as the flight of birds, traces of
which practice remain with us in the
old saying: “One crow good luck, two
crows sorrow,”’there is luck in odd num-
bers, ete. |

As to the cabalistic marks they are
still used on the eastern continent; and
traces of the same are found in the prac-
tice of hoarding a crooked sixpence or
any coin with a hole in it ‘‘for luck,”’
and in marking potatoes and other sub-
stances, with mysthical characters to act
| a8 ¥charms.”’ '

Mauy very curious things were dis-
covered by the magicians as they were
called, the memory of some of which
has been preserved to this day by tra-
dition and in the *“‘learned books’’ by
thosewho dabble in the same*'sciences,”’
But it appears to have been more by
communications with the unseen
world that they obtained intelligence
concerning things about to transpire on
the earth.
| Not that such kindof intelligence was
at all times reliab’e, it was not so; but
that a great many things were revealed

dant evidence on record. This was in-
deed, the secret of the success of the
| “*soothsayer,’” or, as the word implies,
truth teller; for by an infatuation
which ?A]i'm natural to man, that
which really occurred was believed to
be the result of the prediction, and that
which did not happen was attributed to
a lack of faith in the people.

But that great wonders were wrought
by the skill of the ancients in divina-
tion there can be but little doubt; it
could not all have been deception any
more than it is now. They may have
had, as they have now in Asiatie coun~
tries, their sleight-of-hand conjurers of

which did prove true, there is abun- |

now who claim to call up Moses, Juliu
Caesar or any one else when wanted
If they shut up their mediums in th
secret recesses of the ‘‘adytum’’ to com
mune with the dead, there are in ou
day ‘“*seances’’ in which the Davenports
or others, are shut up in a cabinet, cer
tainly for a less laudable purpose thai
the ancients sought in the secret cham
ber,—~which was to get information.
Now itis reasonable to believe that al
these things are by the same epirit, fo
the works are the same. Never di
| this splirit 'shine ' forth more con
spicuously than '‘when the authority ¢
the living God was u?on the earth
With that authority if the spirit o
divination is not co-eval in the heaven
| it appears to have always been contem
poraneous on the earth, and it has al
ways been antagonistic to that anthor
ity. Fifty years :ﬁo there was a gres
lack of faith in the supernatural; iti
not so now. Men had by science en
ceavored to explain away all the phen
omeua ascribed to spiritual influenc
nobody, comparatively, believed in tb
spirit of prophecy, either in a good ¢
bad sense. There were no mediom
no ‘‘seances,” no spirit-rapping, an
table turninga; no ‘“‘interior revel
Jtlnns;” no divination in its man
forms. Now these things are fashiol
able. How 18 it that this spirit whit
has slept for ages is again evoked
“Like causes produce like effects.”.
is the antagonism brought to be
against the authority of God whit
calls forth these manifestation
when that is not on the earth tl
spirit of divination slumbers. Tt
only ‘when. prophets and apostles s
among men with a view to bring ahe
the Government of God: when ti
power as well as this authority s
made manifest, the power of |
opposite is needed to dec:ive.
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