DESERET EVENING NEWS SATURDAY DECEMBER 22 1906

W———

(Copyrighted, 1906, by George Barton.)
1 entered the collector's room in
the custom house with a caue
tlous tread, His shrewd, kindly
fuce gove evidence of a mental

styuggle. Hp was an elderly man and

the plain black clothes, the turn down
collar, and ready made tie, and the in-
copspietions brajded cord taal served as

a watch chain, all suggested the sub-

stantial merchant of the past gener-

don, He inquired for the collector first,
put finding that official absent, turned
to the chief Inspector of customs,

oar Barnes,” he satd, speaking in a
nalf whisper, “do I understand that
vou are thé direct representative of the
wocretary of the treasury at this port?”

sflardly,” amiled the chief. "Although

1 have been honored with special miss-

slons by that member of the cablnet,”

syour exact designation f& not ma-

1, hastily remarvked the visitopr,

syon will probably serve my purpose

potter than If 1 were to see the collector.

] came on grave business, and [ wish,

go far ag it 18 possible, that my person-

ality ghall remain in the background."

Barnes nodded,

“You have,” safd the elderly gentle-
man, now speaking very slowly and
with great delibsration, "a speclal de-
pository in the Unlted States treasury
popularly Known as ‘the consclence
fund

“Yes," assented the chief, “there I8
such a4 thing iu the department at
Waslington,"

Now,” eontinued the ather, “if a
sum of money were left here for the
censclence fund it would be seng to
Washington, but would be credited to
this port Do [ state the cas: cor-
vectiy 2

"You dn." suld Barnes, politely,

The vigitor, apparently satigfied, un-
buttoned his gack cont with great eare,

{ thrusting his right hand in the ju-
Ide pocket of the garment, drew forth

a long, réed wallet, He opened this cau-
tiously and pulled out a lttle pile of
bunk notes. Barnes noted that the

first ong was for a thoursand dollars,
and the discovery inteneified his Inter-
est In the curlovs looking man before
him, What was the meaning of it al'?
Whnt wes the fellow deiving at, While
he wag revolving these questions (n his
m I he wus aroused by the voles of
his vigitor as he eounted out the money,

“Ome, two, three, four, flve, six—that's
six thousand dollars, 1 helleve,"”

The officla]l examined the money and
rodded his head in assent,

“One, two, three, four; four hundred—
that makes sixty«four hundred dollars,*

“Yeu" eald Barnes, arousing himssif;
“that is the amount of money you have
here.”

‘Now," gald the elderly man with a
relieved sigh, “If you will kindiy give
n i recelpt for that money 't not
onble von an farther "

spector, solemnly, T arrest you for the 9
murder of John Wolcott!"”

The man gave a gasp of terror and
put hig hands hefore his eyes,

“The proof!” he eried, "Have you
the proof?’”

“Yeu—ithd more!" thundered
Enrnes “The conzclonea money that
John Woleott wuas henest enough to
return to the Unlted States governs
ment has been the means of conviet-
ing his murderer Crate vou were
the mun who made the lying entry by
which the customs swindle was made

pussible You wer the man who
ware to the false valuations, Don't
dony it You caa't. As soon as Wol.

cott digcovered It he made restitution,
Httle thinking the money that wa
Kept from the government went, not
to the firm, but Into your pocket, 1"

“No more: no more!" shrieked the
wretch in his seat, 1 did it, but it was
not promedidated. 1 swear It before
God!"

“How did vou come to visit the
house the night this—this thing hap-
pened?” asked Barnes

Gates lifted up a white face and
looked at hix questioner pitifully,

‘I had becoma heavily involved In
stock gambling,” he wabled; "and was
at the end of my rope. That afternoon
I arked Waleott for a small amount
to tide me oyer, 1 told him I must
have it before the banks opened next
day I confessed that if 1 did not
get it T would be ruined, His unsatis-
factory reply wag, ‘'See me in  the
morning,” That night some devil
tempted me to go to his house to make
a final appeal. T had to have money.”

From that point the murderer pic-
tured the stogy of hix erime with a
vividness that fascinated his hearoers,
Onee or twice he arose to {Hustrate
gome polnt in his narrs During
the recital he appeared to forget his
own personality In the absorbing ine
terest of hisg story, It was as If he were
relating an incident in the lfe of an-
uther man

Gates bogan by telling how he had
dizeovered the front door of Waolcott's
house open Walking In, he found
himself In the darkened recessed hall-
WLy He called softly, but received no
reply Glancing upward, he noticed
a thin streak of lHght radiating from
the elosed curtains of the door leading
to the Hbrary, Once again he ecalled,
but the only response was the echo of
his volee as It came along the high
colllng stalrway For a few seconds
he stood thers indeterminate, then,
turning sharply, walked up the heav-
iy carpoted steps

He paused at the landing for a mo-
ment, then, stepping forward, parted
the curtaing slightly, The shadowy
room was plainly but substantially
furnished A telephone occuplad a
niche in the far slde of the apartment,
A few feet away the old man sat at
a small table, engrossod In writing.
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After that a8 he paced the floor with
his brain (n a tumult he noticed thas
the green shaded lamp threw & halo vt
light on the dead man's jace, With
shaking hands he turned the lght
down low and then shuddered to find
himself It the dark wlih a corpue,
With a cry of fear he lurned on the
light again, Presently a rumbling nolge
fell on his ears. e listened intently
and discovered some one pounding on
the front door. Quickly he thrust the
monay Into hig cont pocket and righted
the overiurned table. The knockiug
on the door became louder and mora
Inaistent He rushed o the back wins
fows and found them locked, ¥He tried
to open the bolt, but in his terrog
fafled

Caught like a rat In a trap,” he
groaned, The futllity of it all seemed
to dawn on his stricken mind, An
itpulse urged him to confess and surs
render,  The resolution stilled his trous
bled brain, and he walked down tha
gtalrs calmly with a mocking smila on
hig face The dead latch had siip
and fastened the door, He opened It
with o steady hand, and & woman
rushed in, wildly agitated, She di@
not sgee him, and as she rushed up
stairs the thought of surrender died
and the murderer slipped out the frons
door and away to his own lodgings.

. . -

Ag Gates finished his tragie confes«
slon he was trembling like a leaf, and
he fell back exhausted. Some ona
knocked at the door, It was opened,
MeQueen, the old bookkeeper of the
house of Wolcott & Co., entered, Ha
looked around nervously,

1 wanted to speak to Mr, Gates,'®
he sald, hesitatingly,

“Go  ahead,” commanded DBarnes,
“Don't mind us."

He looked appeallngly at the juniop
member of the firm, Gates nodded hig
head for him to proceed.

“I've been trying to see you ever sincd
~—thig terrible thing occurred,” he sald,
with quivering lipg and shaking lmbs,
“Mr, Wolcott left the office late the
night before, and he gave me striet
orders to call at hig house at 7 o’clock
the next morning, He sald he wanted
to send you $1,200 before the markets
apened, I went,” and the old clerle
shivered, “but Mr. Wolcott was dead,
Oh, Mr. Austin,” turning pathetically
in the direction of Gates, "“but the ses
ntor did think an awful lot of you."

The Jjunior never angwered, Hia
white face graoduuslly turned to an
ashen hue and he suddenly fell on the
floor all in a heap, Barnes leaned over
and felt the man’s pulse; his volce quiva
ored n trifte as he turned to Clancy:

ST thought it meant the penitentiary,
but no'w it's o case for the coroner,”
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