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port of Suez and the south entrance of
the Suez canal. This long, irregular
crescent marks the outline of a high
chain of mountains, Et Tih, extending
eastward from the Red sea south of
Suez in a continued range to the Ailani-
lic gulf, or gult ut Aksba, a distance of
120 miles, which forms the southern
abutment of a high table land, a vast
desert utterly desolate and barren, with
a slight inclination 1o the north toward
the Mediterranean sea. The surface ot
this elevated plain is overspread with a
a coarse gravel mingled with black flint
stone, inlerspersed occasionally with
drifting sand, and only diversified with
occasional ridges and summits ot barren
chalk hiils. In the time ot Moses it
was a great and terrble wilderness, and
from times immemorial 1t has beena
waste, howling desert, without rivers or
fountains or verdure to alleviate the
horrors of its desolation. The supposi-
tion Is, however, that thls desert was
once supplied, in Ssome measure, both
with water and with vegetation. The
brother of Joseph repeatedly traverted
it from Hebron in the land of Canaan to
Egypt, with asses (Gen 42: 26: 43 24).
When the country was suflering wun
exireme dearth, Jacob and his sons went
down with their flocks and their herds
{Gen 47; 1.) But no animal except the
camel 15 now able to pass over the same
route. The Israelites to the number ol
two miilions [?) with 1beir flocks and
their herds (Ex. 10;9.) inhabited por.
tiops of this wilderness for forty years
where now they could mnot sitbsista
week without drawing supplies both ol
water and provislons lrom a great dis-
tance.

As most of the passengers ol the
Oroya were prolessed Christians and
consequently interested in Bible geog
raphy, all bands were out with opera
glasses, telescopers, kodaks, etc., to get
glimpses of and take snap shots of the
mountains and deserts on our right.
Besides 1he mountains we could see
nothing but sand which seemed to ex-
tend from the seashcre up to the base ol
the mountains and evento peaetraie as
far into the gorges and defiles as we
conld see, 'This desolate region has
been clearly identified by biblical stu-
dents as the wilderness of Sin, where
the Israelites traveled. (Ex, i7; 13 num-
ber 33; 11.} It extends In a long, narrow
plain, between thecoast and the moun-
tains,” almost to the termination of the
Sinaitic peninsula apd is memorable as
the place where, in answer to their
murmurings, the Israelites were for the
first time muraculously fed with quails,
to appease their lusting after the flesh
pots of Egypt (Ex 10.) rlere also they
were ted with manna, that bread ot
heaven, which they continued to eat for
forty years, until they reached tne land
of promise and ate of the corn of that
land.

Continuing our vovage during the
night we passed the Zenogia lighiships
on the North port rock early i the
morning of June 7th. At this point we
are abreast of Apa Darray, where, ac
cording to the local tradition, the Israe-
lites crossed the Red sea. Darray
means a stair, and may reler to the
pecullar shape ol the mountains. Unp-
11} a ship passage was dredged, the
water here was very shallow, and Na-
poleon Bonaparte with his generals is
said to have attempted a Ccrossing on
horseback, but was deterred by a change
of wind and tide. At 4 o’clock a.m.,

we anchored oft the mouth of the Suez
canal and near the town of Suez where
we waited aboitt three hours before we
commenced the passage through the
canal. Soon after anchoring a aumber
of boats rigged in Egyptian style came
out to the steamer; and we soon had a
repetition of our experience in Ceylon.
Among the wares offered by the natives
were some excellent fips and other
fruits; but the curios oflered for sale
were [ar inferior to those bartered by
the natives of Colombo, Ceylon.

Suez isa town of about 20,000 ins
habitants and is situated on the desert
ahout two miles [rom the mouth of the
capal, It hasa mixed population of
natives and Europeans and is con-
nected with Cairo by railroad.

Below Suez the tableland of the
desert breaks abruptly off toward the
Red Sea into a rugged line of moun
tains, running south by east, at a dis-
lance of eight or ten miles irom the
shore. Along the interval between the
brow of these mountains and the shore,
lies the route of 1the lsraelites, On the
eastern shore of the Red Sea.a short
distance below Suez, are several springs
of blackish water called Ayun Mousa
(the Fountains of Moses,} where Moses
is supposed to bave ediited his triumphal
song. {Ex. 15t 1-22.) The course of
the Israelites now lay, for some distance
down the eastern shores of the Red
Sea, between the coast oo the right and
the mountain ridge on the left. Down
1his coast they went three days' journey
in the wilderness, and found no waler
until they came to Marah, where the
waters were 50 bitter that they could
not drink them. Here their murmur-
1ngs were stilled by the miraculous heal-
ing of the waters. (Ex 15:2225)
These waters are stll found forty miles
below the Foumains ol Moses and are
so salt and so bitter that even the
camels refuse, unless very thirsty, to
drink them. The Biblical Elim, where
there were twelve weils of water and
three score and ten palm trees, was six
miles from Maroh. (Ex 15:27.) Here
is still found an abundant supply of
water, some tillage land, several
vatities of shrubs and plants and a few
palm trees. The next encampment was
by the Red Sea (Num. 33:10.) At Elim
the plain of the coast is inrerrupled by
irregular eminences ol a mountain
ridge or spur that comes irom the moun-
tains on the left, and juts out, by high
precipitous biufls, into the sea, Extend-
ing for some distance alung the coastt

presents toward the sea, a series of
headlands,  black, desolate and
picturesque. Turning ofl from the

coast, the traveler passes by a circuitous
route around one or two ol these head-
lands and then turns into a valley which
leads again direct to the sea, where he
pursues his coutse along the beach un-
der high blufls on the left, until he
comes into an extensive, triangular
plamn called the valley ot Case, in which
1s recognized the encampment of the
Israelites *‘by the sea,”” distant fifteen
or twenty mites from Elim. Near this
point the coast again becomes an ex-
tensive desert running far down toward
the exiremities of the peninsula. This
is the wilderness of sin, which I haveal-
ready mentioned. The exact route
taken by the Israelites from the wilder-
ness of Sin to Mount Sinai 1s not known;
nor has it been proven beyond a doubt
which of the numerous peaks of the
Sinaitic range is the veritable Mount

Sinai on which the law was given;
though some travelers claim to have
posltive proofs for its exact location.
The mountain from which the law
was given is denominated Horeb in
Deut. 1: 6, 4: tor5: 5: 2; 18. 16 In
other books of the lgenlaleuch it is
called Simai, At the time of Moses
Horeb appears to be the generic term
for the group and Sinai the name for a
single mountain, At a later period
Sinai becomes a geperal mame. (Acts,
7:30—38; Gal, 4:24.) As specific names
they are now applied to two opposite
summits of an isolated, oblong, central
ridge about two milesin length from:
north to south inthe midst of a confused
group of mountain summits, Modern
Horeh 1s a irowning, awiul cliff at the
northern exiremily overhanging the
plain Er Rahah. Sipai, the Mount of
Moses, rises in lottier, sterner grandeur
at the southern extremty. This over-
locks the plain at the south, and on the
supposition that this was the station of
the Israelites it must be the summit on
which the Lord descended in fire to
give laws to Israel. Tbe distance be-
tween the two summil's of Sinai and
Horeb is about three miles, The form-
eris more than 7,000 feet above the
level ol the sea, about 2,000 feet above
that of the iplains at the base, and 400
or soo feet higher than Horeb, Mount
Sinai is situated about 120 miles irom
Suez mna southeasterly airection and
nearly 100 miles {rom the head of the
Gulf of Akaba, which is the eastern gulf
of the Red Sea. It lies in28° south lati-
tude., Moses had been a wandering
shepherd for forty years in this region,
and on or nearhis same mount had re-.
ceived from the Lord his commission to
deliver the children of Israel trom their
Egyptian bondage. For it was here
that Jehovah appeared to the comin
Prophet inthe hurning bush By his
intimate acquaintance with the country
Moses was well prepared to conduct the
thousands of Israel in their perilous
march through this terrible wilderness.
From our anchorage off Suez we had
a fine view of mountains, deserts, canal
and sea. The rising of the sun on the
Arabian desert was also very interest-
ing to such as had never seen it before.
One jocular passenger cast out a hook
for the purpose, as he said, of fishing
up one of Pharaohs chariot wheels.
This introduced the story of the railor
who on returning home trom a long
vovage told his mother about the flying
fish he had seen in foreign seas. His
mother disbelieved him and rather re:
buked bim for telling her what she be-
lieved 10 be a falsehood, as she declared
that no kind of fish could fly; they were
only made to swim. But when the
young man subsequently returned Irom
another voyage on which bne had
navigated the Red Sea and told his-
mother that the sailor in passing
through had runm against one of
Pharaohs chariot wheels, she believed
him readily. This is only another
sample of how eagersome people are 1o
believe a lie in preference to the truth.
ANDREW |ENSON,
Cairo, Egypt, June 7th, 1896,

R yunolds, s miner employed atthe
Hart mine, Ca!, fell a Jdistance of
cinely-rix test irom the 200-fool lvvel
toa lapdiog below Fridwy a{ternoon,
being losantly kllled. The cnuse of
his tall 4a uoknown, He Jeaves a

widow.



