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portt of suez and the south entrance of
the suez canal this long irregular
Ciecrescentciescentiscent marks the outline of a high
chain otof mountains et tib extending
eietiStwardd from the red sea south of
suez inin a continued range to the afilani
tic gulf or gultgulf tfot akaba a distance of
lo10 miles which forms the southern
abutment of ahagha high table land a vast
desert utterly desolate and barren with
4s a slight inclination to the north toward
toethe mediterranean sea the surface otof

attisthis elevated plain isis overspread with a
ka coarse gravel mingled with black flint
stone interspersed occasionally with
drifting sand and only diversified with
occasional ridges and summits of barren
chalk hills in the time otof moses it
was a great and terrible wilderness and
from timess immemorial it has been a
waste howling desert without rivers or
fountains or verdure to alleviate the
horrors of its desolation the supposi-
tion is however that this desert was
once supplied in some measure both
with water and with vegetation the
brother of joseph repeatedly travetraversedrEed
it fronfrom hebron in the land of canaan to
Eegyptt with asses gen 42 26 43 24Vwhen1hen the country was sufferingring with
extreme dearth jacob and his sons went
down with their flocks and their herds
gen 47 i1 but no animal except the

camel is now able to pass over the same
route the israelites to the number otof
two millions with their flocks and
their herds ex io10 9 inhabited por-
tions of this wilderness for forty years
where now they could not subsist a
week without drawing supplies both of
water and provisions iromfrom a great dis-
tance

As most of the passengers of the
oroyaaroya were professed christians and
consequently interested in bible geog
raphy all handsbands were out with opera
glasses telescopestelescope etc to get
glimpses of and take snap shots of theme
mountainsmountainsandand deserts on our right
besidesbeside the mountains we could see
nothing but sand which seemed to ex-
tend from the leagh re up to the base oiof
the mountains and even to penetrate as
far into the gorges and deniesdefiles as we
could see this desolate region has
been clearly identified by biblical stu-
dents as thehe wilderness of sin where
the israelites traveled ex 17 i1 num-
ber 33 ix11 it extends in a long narrow
plain between the chait and the moun
bains almost to the termination of the
sina itic peninsula and is memorable as
the place where in answer to their
murmuringsmurmur ings the israelites were for the
first time miraculously fed with quails
to0 appease their lusting after the flesh
pots of agypt ex xoio here also they
were fed with manna that bread of01
heaven which they continued to eat for
forty years until they reached the land
olof promise and ate of the corn of that
land

continuing our voyage during the
night we passed the zenobia lightships
on the north port tockrock early in the
morning of june eth at this point we
are abreast of aba darray where ac
cording to thehe local tradition the israe-
lites crossed the red sea darray
means a stair and may refer to the
peculiar shape otof the mountains un-
til a ship passage was dredged the
water here was very shallow and na-
poleon bonaparte with hisbis generals is
said to have attempted a crossing on
horseback but was deterred by a change
of wind and tide at 4 aamm

we anchored oft the mouth of the suez
canal and near the town of suez where
we waited about three hours before we
commenced the passage through the
canal soon alterafter anchoring a number
of boats rigged in egyptian style came
out to the steamer and we soon had a
repetition of our experience in ceylon
among the wares offered by the natives
were some excellent figs and other
fruits but the curios offered for sale
were far inferior to those bartered by
the natives of colombo ceylon

suez is a town of about inin
habitants and is situated on the desertdeser
about two miles from the mouth of the
canal it has a mixed population otof
natives and europeans and is con-
nected with cairo by railroad

below suez the tableland of the
desert breaks abruptly off toward the
red sea into a rugged line otof moun
bains running south by east at a dis-
tance of eight or ten miles from the
shore along the interval between the
brow of these mountains and the shore
lies the route otof the israelites on the
eastern shore of the red sea a short
distance below suez are several springs
of blackish water called mousa
the fountains of moses where moses

is supposed to have edited hisbis triumphal
song ex 15 1 22 the course of
the israelites now lay for some distance
down the eastern shores of the red
sea between the coast on the right and
the mountain ridge on the left down
this coast they went three days journey
in the wilderness and found no water
until they came to marah where the
waters were so bitter that they could
not drink them here their murmur
ings were stilled by the miraculous heal-
ing of the waters ex 1522 25
these waters are still found forty miles
below the fountains of moses and are
so salt and so bitterbilter that even the
camels refuse unless very thirsty to
drink them the biblical elim where
there were twelve wells of water and
three score and ten palm trees was six
miles from marob ex 1527 here
is still found an abundant supply of
water some tillage land several
paritiesvari ties of shrubs and plants and a few
palm trees the next encampment was
by the red sea num at elim
the plain of the coast is interrupted by
irregular eminences otof a mountain
ridge or spur that comes from the moun-
tains on the left and juts outiout by high
precipitous bluffs into the sea extend-
ing for some distance along the coast it
presents toward the sea a series of
headlands black desolate and
picturesque turning off from the
coast the traveler passes by a circuitous
route around one or two otof these head-
lands and thinthen turns into a valley which
leads again direct to the sea where he
pursues his course along the beach un-
der high bluffs on the left until he
comes into an extensive triangular
plain called the valley otof case in which
is recognized the encampment of the
israelites by the sea distant fifteen
or twenty miles from elim near this
point the coast again becomes an ex-
tensive desert running tar down toward
the extremities of the peninsula thisthia
is the wilderness of sin which I1 have al-
ready mentioned the exact route
taken by the israelites from the wilder
ness otof sin to mount sinai is not known
nor has it been proven beyond a doubt
which of the numerous peaks of the

range is the veritable mount

sinai on which the law was given
though some travelers claim to have
positive proofs for its exact location

the mountain from which the law
was given is denominated horebhareb in
deu t jii 6 4 lois1015 5 2 18 16 in
other books of the pentateuch it is
called sinai at the time of moses
horebhareb appears to be the generic term
for the group and sinai the name lorfor a
single mountainmoun taip at a later period
sinai becomes a general name acts
7 3 38 gal As specific names
they are now applied to two opposite
summits of an isolated oblong central
ridge about two miles in length from
north to south in the midst of a confusedconfusetf
group of mountain summits modern
horebhareb is a frowning awful cliff at the
northern extremity overhanging the
plain er rahabdahah sinai the mount of
moses rises in lottierloftier sterner grandeur
at the southern extremity this over-
looks the plain at the south and on the
supposition that this was the station of
the israelites it must be the summit on
which the lord descended in fire to
give lawilaw to israel the distance be-
tween the two summits of sinai and
horebhareb is about three miles the form
er is more than feet above the
level of the sea about 2000 feet above
that of the plains at the base and
or feet higher than horebhareb mount
sinai is situated about miles from
suez in a southeasterly aidirection and
nearly miles from the head of the
gulf of akaba which is the eastern gulf
of the red sea it lies south lati
tude moses had been a wandering
shepherd for forty years in this region
and on or near this same mount hadbad re

from the lord his commission to
deliver the children of israel from their
egyptian bondage for it was here
that jehovah appeared to the coming
prophet in the burning bush by his
intimate acquaintance with the country
moses was well prepared to conduct the
thousands of israel in their perilous
march through this terrible wilderness

from our anchorage off suez we had
a fine view of mountains deserts canal
and sea the rising of the sun on the
arabian desert was also very interest
ing to such as had never seen it before

one jocular passenger cast out a hook
for the purpose as he said of fishing
up one of pharaohsPhara chariot wheels
this introduced the story of the sailor
who on returning home iromfrom a long
voyage told his mother about the flying9
fish he had seen in foreign seas his
mother disbelieveddisbelievect him and rather re
baked him for telling her what she be
lieveld to be a falsehood as she declared
that no kind of fish could fly they were
only made to swim but when the
young man subsequently re from
another voyage on which hebe had
navigated the red sea and told his
mother that the sailor in passing
through had run against one of
pharaohsPhara chariot wheels she believed
him readily this is only another
sample of how eager some people are to
believe a lie in preference to the truth
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BR a minorminer employed at lieha
hartharl mine colcal tellfell a distancedle tance of
ninety olix from the toottool level
to A flaudinglauding below friday afternoonafteroooonOOD

being instantlydistantly killed the causecairn of
hisbla tall Is unknownknown he leavesleav a
widow


