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BY GEO F

BYbit thetho blessing of our heavenly
father we are permitted once
more under circumstances of peace
to assemble ourselves here in this
largelargo tabernacle in wathe capacity ol01

a semiannualsemibemi annual conferenceconferences in the
year of the history of this

church A few months more and
this church will have seen the his-
tory of fiftynifty years great and won-
derful has been the progress of the
church during this period of time
far beyond anything that we could
havebave calculated upon looking at
the subject naturally as natural
men but contemplating thesusthe subaub
I1lectelecteolcot apiritually wewe mightmith have ex-
pected to seeeee what weve now behold

a great people assembledassembledi irom
many nations occupying thetho cen-
tral portion of thisthia great north
wing of the western hemisphere
we as a people have made during
the first halthalf cencentury ornearly eeso
of our existence great and rapid
progress far beyondbeyond that of some
of tue former dispensations which
have been introduced into our
world it is a matter of astonish-
ment with me that so many peo-
ple have received the divine mes-
sage which god has communicated
to theohe human family in our day
when we consider that the genera-
tion or people who should live
just prior to the coming of the boubon
of man in his glory were described
aaas a people such as did exist in the
days of noah it will be remem-
bered that the message of that good
manmau did not receive much atten-
tion in his day but a very few in
factfacts believed in his message I1
have oftentimes thoughtthough how dis-
couragingcouraging it must have been to that
roogoogoodboldgooddolddoidoldoid prophetprophets to prophesy to
that generation to foretell con-
cerningceriningfing the great judgment that
was to happen to them to point out
the only means of safety for those
who desired to escapeescapes laboring
diligently for so many years and
then to nindfind only seven individuals
besides himself righteous enough
to receive the message how dis
couraging if this message had
been treated with the same indif-
ference we can readily imagine
how discouraging it would have
been to joseph smith aaas a prophet
and revelatorrevelatory to labor for perhaps a
hundred yyearsyearbearsearb and only make sev-
en converts As regardregards numbersnumberag

then those who have obeyed the
gospel message in our day have
become very numenumerousrouss compared
with thosathose that received the mes-
sage in the days of thefhe flood not
merely one family of persons but
hundreds of thousands have teenleonbeen
gathered into this latter day
church the divinity of a mes-
sage doesdoea not however depend up-
on the numbers who receive it
numbers has nothing to dewithdo with
the subject the lord our god
has sent forth his servants in this
great dispensation he sent them
first directly to our own nation
they aaas as people have rejected it
individualslg however in all the
states have seen proper to receive
the divine warning i and have
mostly gathered to these moun-
tains i and aroare among these
everlastingirlasting hills who were they
that first redeemed this desertdeseri
were they a mixed people those
belonging to the latter day saints
and those unconnected with them
no it was the united efforts of a
poor and afflicted people who had
already been driven from their
houdei five times while they dwelt
in the states they came here al-
most barehandedbare handed sosd far aaas property
was concerned they came to an
undesirable country they came to
ajoa locationcationcatlon that was marked upon
our maps as the great american
dasDaacasertaertasertaeita country that had scarcely
boenbeen penetrated by white men
we begbeganhegan anew in this country
and it wasvas by the labor of our
hands being by thothe
almighty opened up thethesege
rugged canons and penetratedi into
these mountains andtind obtainobtaineded titim-
ber

m
bertatb build our houses andard to fence
0ourur fields itIL waswaa bby the united la-
borsars of the lattenlatter day sotssota that
we constructed water ditches and
canals for the purpose of irrigating
the landlind instead of dependdependingtrogfrog up-
on ther rains of heaven and thus
commcommencedWeed anewa new system of farm-
ing at least as far as our experience

was concerned it wabwas by the labor
of the latter day saints alone and
not by the labor and capital of gellgeligen-
tiles these beautiful ornamental
shade trees were placed out in front
of our houses to beautify and adorn
the streets by the labor of the
hands of the latter day saints
and not by the aid of Gentlgentilesieseieso it
was the baines who established
these beautiful orchards that are
seen not in this great citycity
which well might be termed a citycity
of orchards butan almost all other
large towns and cities throughout
this great desert it was by the la-
bor of our own hands that school-
houses were erected in all tilethe coun-
ties and settlements of our terri-
tory all this too at an early stage
of our settlements here the edu-
cation of our youth being among
the most prominent and important
steestepaa calculated to benefit thetho peo-
plepiet it witswas by the labors of our
own hands that academies and
bullbuildingsding fortor high schools were eaes
tablishAn various portions of the
territory as well as our common
schoolhouses it was by the labor
of our own hands that chapels and
meeting houses were located in all
our settlements throughout this
mgmountainbuntain region it was by the
labor of our own hands that the
desert was made to blossom ssas the
rose

by andmud by after we had fulfilled
and about accomplished this work
having formed numerous settle-
ments and built numerous dwell

iing houseshousea and planted ououtt numer-
ous ornamental trees and estab-
lished extensive gardens and be-
gan to raise grain fruits and vege-
tables in great abundance after we
had dormdorro all these things adalyirly
opening up the territory that out-
side population began to pour in
who was it then that opened up
the country so that our gentile
friends might come into it and
of causing prosperity to prevail in
our midst it was the latter day
saints who was it that made
feasible the grading of the union
pacific railroad through these rug-
ged mountains the most difficult
work on the whole of its conaconstruc-
tion

truc
it was the strong arm of the

latter day saints our mountain
boysn they continued unethu lumaland aaolea
hundreds of miles tunnels had to
be cutcat through huge mountains
and rough and precipitous places
were made smooth and ubethe way
prepared that our gentilegentila neighbors
might come among us and all this
that they might have the privilege
of entering on record that they
were the great ones that established
these facilitiesfaculties and that made the
desert to blossom as the rose

what let me ask have our gen-
tile neighbors that have come
among us done they have done
some good things they have intro-
duced bornesome very bad things I1
break now according to my own
individual feelings upon this sub-
ject before they came we had no
grog shops in the various towns
and villages and cities in our terr-
itory to convert a temperate peo-
ple into confirmed drudrunkards we

i hadbad no such institutions but as
sooneoon as they cameCaMB this product of
what they call civilization was in-
troducedtrod into our midst wherever

i

1

they could obtain a foothold so
much for this kind of civilizationi

that has been inintroducedtrod into the
midst of this people what else
years and yearbyears passed bybyi before
the gentile population began in
any degree to come into our terri-
tory during which safety attended
our habitations we could leave
our doors open at night in summer
time to be bene fitted by the moun-
tain breezes now we have to lock
our doorsdoore and bolt down the win-
dows why because that tthingentointoing
called civilization has come into
our midst which renders it unsafe
for our habitations to be thus left
open what elseelee formerly we
could wash our clothes as we do
weekly and hang them out upon
the lines letting them remain there
if necessary for one or two days and
nights without the least danger of
their being taken away dare we
do these things now can we ex-
pect safety now no waybewhy be-
cause gentile civilization has come
into our midst thatthab which we fortor
seok when we left the lands from
which we emigrated it has come
to rp0 and thesetheae are thette disagreeable
things which the latter day saintajainta
havehavo to encounter

but it has been paideaid and even
published tthabthathat it was ilatnottaipar apatlatter daydak balsitsaintsants introintroduced the
blessings that ateare 6enjoyed todayto day
by inhabitantsthe 0off this Tiftterrito-
ry

ito
that itt wwasas iomekomesomebome other people

I1 am trying tto0 portray cheso things
precpreciselyleely KSas ththeyey are

Whawhatfelsefeiseelseelbe ouroar streets are filled
notmot only with drunkards by intro-
ducing these liquor saloons in
nearly all parts of our territory
but we see sightingsfightings bibablaablasphemyphemy
threatening lifewes ac in all the
places in the territory wherever
this outside civilization has ap-
pearedpeareltreit there may be some few
excelexceptionstj ils among the gentile ele-
ment

ele-
mente we do not wish to pro-
nounce all the outsiders who have
taken up their abode among uaus as
being of this character but we
peakspeak of these things in general
terms there areate good men and
women who were not among the
early bettsettsettlerslerslera of thisthia country that
have come here since the way was
opened and since prosperity pre-
vailed over this desert wellowe GO not
speak against them but against
that class that have introduced
these evils jato our midst we
might speak of other things such
as houses of ill fame something
thatwaswat nounot lano wn in our country
andaud something that the youth and
the rising generation grew up to
manhood without knowing any-
thing about them I1 only aaas they
happened to read of them occasion
ally in somesomme of the eastern papers
do they now exist yes who
brought them here and who sus-
tains them after they have come
undertake to put these things down
by law and every exertion is made
to retain these sinkholessink holes of corrup-
tion in the land writswhits of habeas
corpus are issued in order to free
those bad characters and turn them
loose upon the community this
is another feature of what they
term civilization ia W e might go
on and name sabbath breaking
lying misrepresenting quarreling
stealing and soso forth but we have
not time to dwell on all these sub-
jects

we came herehero as a religious peo-
ple we had a civil government
and a religious government wowe
had civil authority and ecclesiasti-
cal authority before the gentiles
came here in any great numbers
both of these principles of govern-
ment were in existence in this terr-
itory in the earlybarly rise thereof the
religiousreligions in this territory seemed
to be very much united with a

rty ffewfowew exceptions vewe all be
noved lain aceoti
says one riarisIsira not this in oppositionfou
to the principles of our government
lorlot alall unethe people to bebia united I1
do not know of anything anany of
the principles ordained by the revo-
lutionarylutionary fathers that requires di-
vision in a representative form otof
government they make provi
alons1 on in case there should babe divi-
sion1 IQn but never founded the govern
ment with ansa express determina-
tion that there should be divisiondivisions
either in their religion or in their
politicpolitics itof is not a necessary con-
comitant to the fermterm of our gov
jernBrnbrementment ouroar government and the
principles thereof could be sus-
tained without any violation what-
ever if the forty millions of peo-
ple were all of one faith if they
werewore all democrats or any other
political faithfalth still the government
would not be violated but they
made provisions in easecase there
should be divisions thank god
that in this territory we have sup-
ported a republican form of gov-
ernmenternment without being under the
necessity of impressing upon the
people that they should be divided
we do notmot impress any such thing
upon ther mindsminde it laIs no part of
the republican government to be
divided yeuyenaa can all vote the same
way at thytho pollpolls you can all be-
lieve the same rireligionligion and yet beba
good citizens of the united states
whatwhai I1 can they all be
rians and at the same time be good
american citicitizenszem yebyes can
they all bolae methodists and yet be
good Ameriamerlamericangappap citizens yes can
they all belong to one political par-
ty without any to oppose them
and yet be good american citi-
zens yes why because there
is nothing in the constitution of
our government that requires the
population to believe different
doctrines according to their reli-
gious notions and ideas nothing
that requires them to be politically
divided in their feelings but
they are divided the people of
all nations are divided and good
wholesome laws for the most part
have been established by congress
and by the various states of
our union making provisions for
this divided state of society civigivingng
to every person the privilege of be-
lieving as he or she may see properptoper
io10 do in regard to their religious
ideas and to carry out the ir senti-
ments by practisingpracticing their religion
arisoalso as well as believing and that
the majority should not because

they happen fo bebe the majority
oppress the minority arguments
have been made by statesmen
judges and others professing great
intelligence something likeilke this
that tiietile latter day saints are a
people of only about while
the united states are a people
numbering 40 aior ab46 millions there i

fore say they the great majority
the millionsmilmiiliona 0 people
should or they have a perfect right
to oppress you latter day saints
because you are the minority in
youyen NoTI donotdo notnoh
lyelaelovelovo this anti republican idea
though it was published in thiathis
city last weeke normhorn a person in
high authority a federal officer of
our territory supposing for in
stance there eteerewereeta only ten religious
amensmen living in the united states
that believed a certain doctrine
according to T bbbl precepts and
all the rest believed something else
differing from thatthai have thisthib greatreat
maj oty aarigoto oppress these
temmenten men Z they harenohaye no such right
the of our country
has provided1 fortor that minority i to
believe as they choose to so long
as they injure no one by their be-
lief

be-
liefs and so longas they anjuleinjure no
person by practisingpracticing that belief
supposing that the presbyteriansrians
should insist in their church ca
lacity that
was toito be the only mode of baptism
that shoushouldid bbe0 observed bbyj the
members of their denomdenomination1uation
have they a right to do yes
but supposing that 40 millions of
people who were not presbyter
lansians denounce that system
as criminal on thewe ground that it
was not in accordance with the
doctrines otof the bible and conse-
quently it would be a crinorin
practice to blaspheme the name of01
trinity byhy sprinkling a few dropsdroll
of water and callcail that baptism
and supposing they should succeed
in getting congress to pass a law
against sprinkling because it was
criminal according to their ideas
and supposing that the persons
who introduced that mode otof bap-
tism should be brought up by that
lawjaw to be judged by it and should
be found criminals according to
that law of congress and suppos-
ing that ththee supreme court of the

wro zina
action of the lower court on thibthia
matter ought such personapersons to0 bedo
condemned aaa crimincriminalsalvil sono eowawilxou
would say that they have a nightright
toBto sprinkle I1 would say the same
however much I1 might differ from
thepresbyterian eliieIn my own
mind however much I1 might look

that act as abominable in the
bightsight of heaven however much I1
might consider it11 totb be criminal be-
fore god yet I1 would say they had

i a constitutional right to Bpsprinkle
so in regard to all other divisions
so far as religious sentiments are
concerned wherein those divis-
ionsionslons of political or religious sentibenti
ments do not harm the neighbor
do not harmbarm sobociecletyty- do not harm
families or the nation at large a
law passed benienby men has nothing to
do with it what courts might de-
cide to the contrary notwithstand-
ing

these are my views as an indivi-
dual I1 do not pretend to set these
things forth as your views or the
views of the people generally butout
my own individual views on this
subject

now in regard to plurality 0off
wives why is that a crime only1

because congress passed a law
making it criminalcrlcilminal does the
bible make it criminal no does
the book of mormon make it crim-
inal no duesdoes the doctrine and
covenants make it criminal no
boesdoes the new testament make iiit
criminal no why is it criminal
Is there a law of our naturedaturo that
make it criminal no there are
somebome things that are criminal in
and of themselves and we cannot
think of them only as such and as
we by our own consciences know
them to be criminal and for in-
stance stealing property that be-
longs to out neighbors that we
look upon as being criminal we
would not wish our neighbor to
steal our property again violence
done to another person to rob him
of his property that is something
which is criminal in itself taking
life like the heathen who ommeroffer up
their human sacrifices the heath-
en widow that is burned upon the
pilepiles laIs criminal why because it
Is something that our nature at
once denounces to be criminal and
it is also denounced as such by the
laws of heaven by the laws of god
but not eoso in regard to many other
things for instance one day out
of seven is setbet spartapart as a day of rest
andaud under toetoo law of god in anciancl

ent times it was considered crim-
inal to gather a bundle of sticks
on that day for the purpose of mak
ing a fire and the personparson who was
found doing BOso was condemned to
death now if there had beenbetin no
law concerning that matter all
israel would have madenomaleno distinc-
tion between tiiethe sacredness of
days aitalt woold havohave been alike
to them why because there was
nothing in their ownon minds or con-
sciencescescea ththatatwouldwould perceive suehsuch
an act to be criminal but when
the revealed law ol01 godgott came
making it criminscriminnminu it then became
BOso boso in regard to many of
religious principles observed
among the heathen they are
grimiprimi any person acquainted
with the lawluw of god iais compelled
to pronounce them as sucheuch but
then shall we condemn anything
that the coniscience does not de-
nounce to be criminalcriminals that the lawjaw
of god does not denounce as crim-
inal shall we get our congress to
make a law declaring it criminal
so that those that break that tawjaw
shall become crimincriminatealsalk I1 cannot
seebee it I1 am bapBalso obtuse in my under-
standingng and my mind soio blunted
that I1 really cannot seeseed any sense
in a law of that kind whether
passed by Coricorlcongressgressgrebs or a congres-
sionalnallnail power orof all nations combin-
ed it makes no difference so far as
myray mind iaIs concerned

I1 have read the speechesecheA of mem-
bers of congressconCoDgressi iain which they
have made the contrast otof bible
polypolygamygainy with some otof the hea-
then worship which is denounced
by the bible why not contrast
everything eneehe pertaining to re-
ligion in the bamesame way why not
pasa a law prohibiting that religi-
ous

religi-
ons people called jewbyjews iromfromrom
thing the mossicmosaic lawjaw of
Ionjon inflicting daefine and imprison-
ment if they persist in following
the bible custom simply because
they are nothot hated aaas the mor
mons are we must bavehave a laylav
expresslyslysiy framed for thesethem mornor
mons we must passpabsass a jaw thatthai
will catch them batsatRat in orderenter to
mamakeetheethothe people ateaie not
unjust we will make it general
throughout all the territoriesTerrliones

I1 believe in the great principle
laid down in the american
titles I1 believe in religious free

m religious belienbelief
ticeic I1 believe iniii every principle

ihin that doedorcumontAo
we vuen that they
should benutend mrme as an hiindividual
to prison beausbecausee of moytoy belief or
religious practice would that
alter my beliefbeliet nojno would eay
five years in the penitentiary
change my bbelietellealle I1 no if they
were to inflict the full penalty of
the law upon me in every respect
how much would they succeed in
converting me that my belief and
practice werewore a crimeorime in the eight
of golnotGod Not one iota
peoplee to the contrary notwith-
standinging whywh because al-
though I1 am in uhethe minority
I1 am protected by the constitution
justasjustusjust aa much as though I1 were in
the majority I1 am an ameri-
can

ameri-
canscans citizen and I1 have the
rights of an american just
armushan mush as though I1 belonged
to the majority wellwells then vmwhir
do youyon baysay shall I1 renounce lullui
religion because of this law kono
shall I1 advise the latter dasday
saintasaints an independent people to
do as they please so far as their
religious views are concerned to
denounce any part of theirthelt doctrines
because congressconOonkiessgiess has denounced
ilit no I1 can do no such things
if they wish to renounce them or

forsake them they are at liberty so

to do and bobe accountable to god
from the

church because of their disbelief
cookaysOsayssays one you would disel

your members and thushw
bear upon them certainly we
would havenehave we not ihotho right to
do so what denomination Isisthmiethereheie
in these united states but what
has the right to their
members for any thinthingatheythey pleasepleases

if they go according to their own
creed and documents I1 do not

know otof any denomination that
does not enjoy this right I1 claim
notio more for myself nor for nayyay

brethbroth regard to thebothese matters
than they claim for themselves
nor any more than the constitu-
tion guarantees to allallo

we have the hightright therefore to

say that ifa man denounces adyany
part or portion of hishla religionrellleligionglon that

hiillm or thatwe will
if a woman shall do the same that
we deardeat with trether in like inmanneranner
andan d yrawe have the right to diddisfelloW

ship members of ourout church for

any other transgression of the lardjars
lotof god and this has nothing 10


