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I1 AMMA pleased to have the opportunity
of meeting with tilethe latter day saintssainta
this morning in ogden and of listen
ining to the reports which have been
ymaimamadede by the brethren respecting the
sunday schoolsschool and the youngtoung
mens mutual improvement associa-
tions these institutions furnish an
index to the growthcrowth and develop
ment of the peopleeopleopie and the future
character of those who are abnb wwandand
will be membersrs of the church in years
to come I1 think a very fair estimate
can be formed of what our people will
be by closely observing the condition of
the sunday schools and the mutual
improvement associations because
those children and those youngoung men
and young womennaomen who araare now mem-
bers of these schools and associations
will in a very ffewsewew years take their
place as active members in the com-
munity and the character of therom
unityra be larglargelyelycly dependent upon

A their characters and upon the develop
ment which they have made in the di-
rectionsions that these institutions seek to
form them I1 look upon it myself as
exceedingly important that our schools
should be properly conducted and
that our associations should receive
that attention from those who have
influence and knowledge make
a proper impression upon the binds of
those who are inmembersembers iriIii whatever
capacitycapacio I1 mightig t be acalacting in tthee pi iestlest

0bd the proper feelinge I1 ofaof anxietyletiet
ababoutoiloui the growth anand developmentevelo10 ent of
ththee ppeoplegopie I1 couconcould not fallfali to take in-
terestterest in all these associations and to
seesec that they were properly conducted
as faras my influence would extend I1
do feel this interest I1 have for many
years felt it it has been one of the
greatreat delights I1 may say of malilemy alteforlor very many years to see the growth
and development of our sunday school
interest

for many years while laboring in
the ministry abroad I1 saw how small
was the amount of ffruitruit resulting ffromrom
the labors of inmyselfselfseif and other riderselderseiders
in the world thatt we labored some
times for years and were only able to
bring into the church a comparative
ffewew and then out of those that were
converted and the church
there was a large percentage who diddia
not remain but who lost the faith and
fell away I1 became convinced lain mrmy
mind that moreinore satisfactory results
and a larger amount of fruit could be
obtained by devoting attention to the
cultivation of our childrenbilIlldren and for
years before I1 had the opportunity I1
had resolved in my own mind that if
I1 were ever permitted to remain at
home longiong enough I1 would devote at-
tention to the cultivation of the young
I1 think that which has been done in
this direction has amply rewarded
every man and woman who have taken
interest in this cause you can bet-
ter tell probably than I1 cancac or at
least some of you can what the enneffeffectact
upon our community is the effect of
the sunday school audand of the teachings
of thothe sunday schools you are fa-
miliar with the children you can
contrast their present condition with
the condition of children a lewfew years
aoaagoo and by making this contrast you
cincan estimate at pprettyretty near its
value that which is and has been done
so farasfar as my observation is concerned
I1 am satisfied that a great amount of

has been accomplished9 I1 haveboodeen on missions when elders have
come from the valley young men anand
I1 have been very much ashamed to see
their ignorance in regard to the doc-
trines of the church and of the his-
tory of the church and theintheir ignorance
of the scriptures I1 have ffeltfeitelteit that it
was almost a shame that young men
brought up in zion should go as mis-
sionariessionaries and be so ignorant concern-
ing the most vital points connectedPith our religion I1 am happy to be-
lieve

be-
leve1 that that has passed away to a
very great extent and that those who
now go out in the capacity of mission-
aries do so with a more thorough un-
derstandingderstanding respectrespectinginglug the history of
the Church the doctrines of the church
and a wider intelligence concerningconcertinconcernin
everything connected with tilethe churekchurch
thadthau was formerly manifested idourin our
sunday schools I1 havebare listened to
children being catechisedcatechised and
their answers upon points of history

roifoiof the church and other matters have
been given with a correctness that
0Uid nonott be excelled if equalledequalled bybv

etcimanyiny of the elders of mature years if
they were interrogated upon the same
proats every one who has visited
sunday schools must be convinced of
this Therethereforeforeyforet when wenye hear as we
do todayto day that in some of your settle
ments nearly all thetile children areane en
rolled in the sunday schools it speaks
well for the future of the children if
these schools are properly conducted
the effect must be immense in liftinlifting

atheniathenathem up from ignorance and giving
them correct knowledge concernconcerning
the doctrines and history of tthee hurchchurch
and indoctrinating them in thee princi-
ples which we view as so importantpor nt
torfor men and womenwo men to u understandunderstand it
is therefore very gratifying to hear
such reports anand that which we have
heard todayto day respecting the schools in i

weber stake is a very fair sample of
thothe reports which are madomada laitherin other
makes

we have todayto day so far aaas statistics
inform us nearly children in
sunday schools these clicilchildrenaldren
will in a very few years be men and
women taking their place in ssocietyclety
probably mmarriedardred anaand their influenceinfluence
will be 71feitfeltt uuponPanthethe future families of
the people and if they are properly
taught in the principles of the gospel
and are fortified against sin and arearc
taught the evil effects that will result
from the practice of everetheverythingin 11 that
is wrong we can imagine whatnhat an ef-
fect this will have on the entire body
of the people I1 it is therefore very en-
couragingcouraging to all those who take an in-
terest in the growth of zion in the
development of the work of god to
know that our children in primprimaryar
associations in sunday schools anand
in young menmen and young I1 omens
mutual improvement associations
are receiving thetile instruction that is
best adapted for their ffuture good and
happiness

there are a few points that I1 have al-
ways deemed as of the utmost import-
ance that our children should be taught
the more so because such teaching
guards them against somegome of the grow-
ing evils of the age in which vewe live
it has seemed to me sometimes that if
the lord had not established this
church at the time liehe did the future
of our raceraie would be in some respects
vevery dark and hopeless to concontemplatetemplatethathe growth of intemperance the
spirit of infidelity concerning goigotgo i andaud
concerconcerningnim everything pertaining to
god and toio righteousness the won-
derful spread of corruption the low
value placed upon virtue and the in-
crease of the evils that resul tfrom the
absence of virtue are of such a naturefeature
that itif you look outside this church
the picture is a most discodiscouragingg one
godhan established this church and
ilehe has told us from the very beginning
that the chief corner stone it may be
said of this great edifice that nellashellashe has
reared and is rearing is virtue early
in the history of the churchchurch the proph-
et joseph received revelations to thistills
effect that he who looked upon a
woman to lust after her should deny
the faith and unless he repented he
should be cast out what an amount
of purity is embodied in this state-
ment of the lord to us in this revela-
tion 1 A man must notnoti only refrain
from doing that which is wrong with
the oppositeopposite sex he must not only re-
frain from carrying his lust into the
actual commission of crime but he
must be so pure in heart that he shall
not look upon the other sex with a
lustful eye and a lustful desire if he
does so we are told by the almighty
that liebe shall deny the faith now I1
cannot imagine how the lord can
make more plain to us than ilehe has
done in these revelations for itis re
pea tedmore than once in the revela-
tions that we have received the im-
portance of virtue the importance of
purity purity in thought asIs well as
purity in action the frequent acosta
sies this church tiiethe many who
have left the church denied the faith
lost the spirit of god the most of
them no doubt arearc traceable to the
commission of this sin it is as I1
have said the crying sin of thetile age
outside of this church virtue is not
fostered as it should be of course
there are exceptions I1 do not mean
to say that all people are corrupt I1
would not be so sweeping but in
society generally there is not that valueplacesplaceyplaced upon virtue that should be and
in many circles the virtue of manroan is
derided A man who claims to be vir-
tuous pr who desires or seeks to be

orvioustrelousIrelouslousious finds himself alone as it
were among his fellows therefore
it is of the utmost importance that
we in training our children should
lay deep and solid in their minds the
importance of virtue they should
be taught that their whole lives aaas
latter day saints depend upon tilethe
cultivation and preservation of tillsthis
principle and that if they are guilty
of wronwrong in this direction unless
there is sinceresincere and heartfelt j ebent
ance before the lord heile will undoubt-
edly withdraw his holy spirit from
themtham and leave them to themselves to
become a prey to those wicked influx
edees that are seeking constantly to
take possession of the heartheartya otof the
saints of god

now we can best do chisinthis in child-
hood we can teach our children in
childhood and in youth and as they
erowSTOW to manhood and to womanhood
we can ffortify them against those evils
it has been necessary apparently
for the spirit has seemed to indicate
the necessity of thisthi that there should
be grestergreater strictness enforced among
our people there has been a growth
of wrongdoingwrong doing iuin manxmany quarters that
has been most painful to allali those
who have tilethe welfare of the saints ofgod at heart and wiloaillo desdesirere thetiie pros-
perity of zion manymady cases have comecoine
to the knowknowledgeleilieli geottgeof the first presi-
dency and of the twelve and of other
leadingleadin men wherein people have beenbee a
compelled in order to conceal tiletheirir
wrongdoingwrong doing to marry and even then
have failed to cover it tiplipnoww such a condition of things itif per-
mitted to continue in our midst un-
checked would be productive of tilethe
most terrible consequences the
spiritspirlt of god undoubtedly would be
so ggrieved61eved that it would forsake not
only tthosehose who are guilty of these acts
but I1itt would withdraw itself from
those who would suffer them atoto beilc
done in our midst unchecked audand

and from the Presidentof
the church down throughthroughoutont the
entire ranks of the priesthood threth rerc
would be a loss of the spirit of god
a withdrawal of hisills gifts and blassl ng
and his power because of their notliot
taking the proper measures to check
and to expose their iniquity

my brethren and sisters I1 suppose
you must be impressed as I1 am with
this truth that our only source of
strength laIs that we shall live so that
the spirit andanaand po gifts of our
relreireligionhion and the favorlavor of our god shall
be extended unto us and be lain our
possession there never was a more
critical period in many respects ininthethe
history of the church of jesus christ
than that which we now witwitnessnebs I1
nenever in myroy recollection or in read-
ingzergerthet e historyhis tory of the church have
seen a time nor heard of a time when
tiletiie adversary of gods kingdom was
more de term destrodestroyy
the work of god than liehe is at the
present time onoil every hand there are
the most persistent efforts made to
check the growth of the kingdom of
god and not onlyoil that but to destroy
this religion tdthe rellreilreligionlonion of jesus
christ and to throw astobstaclesacles in the
pathwaypathway of its progress and to actually
deprive members of this church ofor
every right that meninen and women value

every political right every civil right
to place us in bondage and to makymaklmake

it odious in the eyes of mankind to be
latter day saints or to have any
faithfalthwalthina the religion that god has re-
vealed to us and of which wenye are so
proud and fortor which we are as a rule
so thankfulua

now we do not have wealth with
which to combat the desidesignsns of our
enemies we do not hayehave numbers
we do not have indenceinuenceeuce
there is no strength that we have that
men value and that men seek for in a
contest such as that in which we are
engaged we possess no advantage
none whatever that men place value
upon but we possess advantages
that we understand and which we as
latter day Ssaintsants highly value1e and
they are the best advantages however
muchmuck they may be disliked by the
world however little importance
they may attach to the advantages that
we possess we know shatinathat in a contestbucesuch as this in which we are now en-
gagedgawgagged they are of the utmost import-
ance

to begin with we must as I1 have
said be a virtuous people we must
love virtue better than we love our
lives we must be so pure not only
in our actions but in our thoughthoughtsta
that godgodsS fafavorV or WwillwiilI1 11 be wwithI1 th uuss and
hisills spirit rest down upon us and we
must live the lives of latter day
saints carrying out in our lives the
principlesr aples that god hashay revealed this
Is ourr only strength let us be de-
prived of this and we are weak be-
cause as I1 have said we possess no
other advantage if we prevail as
undoubtedly wenye shall it must be be-
cause of gods help it must be be-
cause lieile is at ouroun right and at our left
and hisills power Is roundround about us andana
nearunnear untotousus looking at our posItiouJou
fromrom a human standpoint everything
looks dark men todayto day are calculat-
ing on the destruction of this people
they think that we shall at least be
colucolncompelled to abandon some features of
our religionn in some places and with
some people it is church and state they
complain of in other places it is
that we practice plural mar-
riage in other places there areotarother reasons assigned for their dis-
like tousto us we are too united wedowe do
not divide into parties wherever wegowe go
wenye cling together andana do not assimi-
late with the rest of our fellow citi-
zens but are a party of ourselves and
are dangerousdan erouscrous because of this and
various accusations arearc made
cation for the treatment that is extend-
ed to us men whose lives are so vile
that they would not bear the least ex-
amination much ississ exposuresure make
the charge against us that we practice
plural inmarriagearriage and therefore that
we should be gitxitdealt with in the harshest
and most severe aunermannerin on the other
hand men who are constantly seek-
ing for politicalml influence 9 who do not
scruplecrup lt to use that influence in the
most reprehensible manner and to the
utmost extent possible and frequently
preachers too charge that we unite
church and state they would gladly
use the influence that we have it they
hadllad it and use it in a marinermarinen so ob-
noxious to individual liberty that it
would bear no comparison ato0 themanthe man
ner influence is used among the latter
day saints that would be all richtright if
they used it but it is all wronwrong if weusause it and so it is with everything
else itif faey could unite a people to-
gether as we are united that would be
perfectly justifiable but because latter day saints unite together that is
exceedingly wrong especially when
they do so as a religious community

for0r myself I1 want to do that
godgo directs that Is the wish of my
heart I1 want to honor my god if I1
know how todoto do it I1 believebelleve this en-
tire people bavehave the same feelfeelingingi dileyjileythey
desire tuto do thetile will of godgo if they
can find out what that will is and if ilehe
will communicate it to I1 know liehe
does I1 am satisfied that the great ma-
joritybority of thetile latter day saints will
do that will regardless of conse
lences it is the attempt to do that
that hashad brObroughtLIht us intoluto disrepute

god in building up illshis kingdom
does not take pattern from meninell liehe
does not ask counsel from men as to
how that kingdom shall bobe built up
and the methods that shall be employed
to establish it liehe is going to build
his kingdom up in illshis own way and
if it does not suit men or the nations
of the earth why I1 suppose they will
havelave to be as they have beenbean and as
they are sometimes at present anangry
with those who strive to do that chicwhich7
heile requires I1 know this that many
things that men admire are an
tion in the sight of god many thingsthings
hatthat they think most admirable god

as an abomination there
orycry in builbullbuildingdiugdlug up illsilia church and

hisills kingdom ilehe Is going to take hisills
own plan of doing it and for one so
far as I1 can I1 feel willing to allow him
to dictate how it shall be done and
then leave the concouconsequencessequences to nimhimhimnim I1
know that ilehe will lugbring off those who
put theirthein trust in him victoriovictorioususandand
ilehe will ask no odds of the nations of
thetile earth he delights in a people
who are courageous and valiant who
are not afraid ilehe delights in people
of this kind the greatest blessing
almost that we read otof that was ever
given to a man in the flesh was given
to a man possessed of this courage
you will remember him doubtydoubtlessess
when I1 mention hisills name hisills name
was nephi liehe was the conofson of hela-
man and hadbad a brother named lehllehi
he was the grandfather of nephi who
was the president of the twelve whom
jesus chose on this continent readhead
the that man and observe the
blessings that god bestowed upon him
god gave him great power because of
hisills valor and fearlessness in hisills
cause and it is so with every prophet
and with every man of god of nvwhomom
we have anyany record and it is so with
ceverye ppeoplecopleopie and generation who putyetheirlyttrustrust in the lordcord and are valiant
dorills cause he will give them great
blessings and power and ilehe will
bring them off victorious ilehe has
donesodone so in the past ilehe is boins so
now and ilehe will do so in the future
and wheneverwhen titereiter you findlind a man or a peo-
ple weak kneed and limber backed
nervous their hands shaking and
their hearts trembling you willvilF find a
people that have not very much of the
strength and power of god with them
but when they arearc full of courage
zeal and determination god is
with them liehe strengthens them
and gives them victory he
will do it every umetime with every
individual you read the history of
elijah and see how valiant he wasandaasand
how god blessed him and I1 might go
on and enumerate a great many more
men who have been distinguished in
the worlds history because of thetheirir
valor god stood by them always and
will stand by us if wlve are valiant
look at the men who have jeenileen most
valiant in this church in defendidefendingdg ad
vocating and practicinginzins the principles
which god has revealed and doing
tillsthis too in the face of mankind who
have been determined that we shall not
do these things and see how god has
blessed and sustained them in so cldoingging
therefore having had this experience
in these matters it is for us to be val-
lant

val-
iant in the cause of god to show our
faith by our works and not be latter
day saints with our lips alone but be
latter day saints in all the acts of our
lives in allail our words and in every-
thing there is connected with us letus not imagine that god has established
his work to take pattern in its meth-
ods of procedure and management af-
ter the corrupt nations of the earth
ilehe has not done so

we live under a government the bestthat ever was formed by man upon this
earthcarth a government in which everyavery
human being can live without interfer-
ing with the rights of others in the
practice of the principles which god
revrevealscalsdais god has purposely arranged
this he raised up wise men to laylall the
foundation of ththisurs government and
ilehe defended them against the mothercountry and enabled them to achieve
victory over the greatest power there
was upon the face of the earth thepower of great britain ilehe gave thempower to form a constitution under
which every man and woman callcan dwell
in perfect freedom that is if ththeyey
wanted to do right this ianlanland has beebecbeenn
dedicated to liberty dedicated by thelord our god and by men who have
lived upon this land to liberty and as
long dias thistills land shall be- a land of
liberty it will be a blessed land to the
inhabitants thereof but when It ceases
to hetie a land of liberty then asassuresure asgod has spoken this government will
go down thatviat is any government will
that will war the principles ofliberty and the men who are now en-
gaged in their assaults upon us because
of our relirellreligionglon are traitors to thisgovernment and they are toethe most
deadly enemies to the government of
the united states that can be found
anywhere upon the face of the earththey are laying the axe at the root of
tilethe tree andabid are taking measures to
destroy this government because itcan only as I1 have said be preserved
by maintaining the principles of liberty
that are contained in the constitution
which god gave to the land or which
ileho inspired men to frame for the land
but in our contention for liberty forwe to davare the defenders of the
constitution and we shallsnail have
constitutional principles to main-
tain and defend in the courts
of the nation we are belmbeing
forced into this duty and position godgoa
will bless us and preserve us and carry
us off triumphantly audand the words of
joseph which were inspired by thealmighty will be fulfilled to the very
letter namely that the Eiderselders of this
church will be the men who
will uphold and maintain
thetile constitution of the united
states when others are seeking to
trample it in the dust and to destroydearoy
it lvewe are a free people let others
seek to bring us into bondage as thethey
masmay we areart a free people with thythethaperfect right to worship alir god and tocarrycarryintointoluto effect the principles that hehas revealed and ifif the whole world
ahragarrayarnay themselves against us and the
comcombinedined power of the nation pits it-
self against this work they must go90down in the struggle because they are
occupying a false position if fifty
hundred mlmillions11 ions of people were to say
the contrary no matter the principle
still remains true that under thetile con

in this land a man has a per

feet rlrightI1ht to do that which god requires
at his hands as ionglongionlon as bohe doesdocs not in-trude upon the rights of his neighbor

if one man stood alone in this pos-
itiontion midand millions of men were to say
it is not so that loneione man would still beright11 we have that nightright godhangod has
given it to us under the constitution 0
the land in which we dwell and if men
enact laws and pile one law upon
another until they reach to the sky it
would not change this Itisit is arietarletan eternal

i
ernal

principle and it will standstand this prin-
ciple of liberty the liberty that god
has given unto every human being the
hightbightrjright to do that which see good in
hisbiss own sight to follow the dictate sotsol
his own conscience as longiong as
in so doingdoln hen docsdoes nottrespass upon the rights of his
ellowbellow man we stand by that fear
essiyessly and stand by it for ourselves
andar our children after us I1ifouldwould
not abate one iota not a hairs breadth
myself in this feelingfeellfee linzns I1 would feelfiel
that I1 was a traitor to myself and to
my posterity itif I1 were to yield in the
least upon this we must maintain
our rights not aggressively not in allyany
quarrelsome spirit but in a spirit of
quiet firmness quiet determination to
maintain our rights to contend forlor
theinthen and to never yield one hairs
breadth in maintaining them this Is
our duty as individuals and as a peo-
ple and in thus determining we baudband
ourselves together more closely com-
plaints are made of us that we are bo
exclusive why in thetile very nature of
things wenye should be fools to be other-
wise than exclusive we cannot help
it we are driven into exclusiveness
by the acts of our enemies and by the
pressure that is brought to bear upon
us A flock of sheep when attacked by
dogs or wolves huddlehuddie together and
seek to protect themselves by getting
into a cluster so it Is with us it is
the law of selfseif preservation that we
should get close together when we are
assaulted as we have been we cannotput trust in millers who are not of us
to any extent there are howeverhoweVer
many honorable men hundreds and
thousands of them Rif there were not
we would not send missionaries out as
we do we believe they are just as
honest as ive are justlust as sincere as we
arearc and desire as much to do right as
wenye do I1 believe there arearc millions otof
them in the earth men and women
whose desires are as good as the best
latter day saints they desire to do
the will of god and to keep hisills com-
mandmentsmand ments as machmuch agas any otof us do
and are as sincere in it but many peo-
ple are ignorant and do things through
ignorance which are wrong but as I1
say self preservation demands that
we should cling totogetherether that we
should be unitedunited thattuat we should sink
all personal differences that we should
have no preference that we would not
be willing to foreforegogo for the sake of the
kingdom of god it is an important
time with us we have enemies all
around us A determination is made
manifest to destroy every one of our
liberties if possible and to bring us
into bondage that is the design ifit itcan be accomplished but it will not
be accomplished you will see it will
failtail it will signally fall and god will
preserve us in our liberties and es-
peciallyally will ilehe do this if wwo keep ills
commandments and do that which uehe
requires at our bands

A great many people seem to think
and amesome who are among us act upon
the thought that because a mailman
holds the priesthood and is a religious
man and practices religion that he
should not have any voice in matters
that belong to civil government in
washington the charge has been fre-
quently made that all the leading offices
of the territory of utah were held by
mormon elders mormon bishopsbisho s antana
others I1 have frequently said tinlinin an-
swer to this before committees of the
senate and house that if we did not
take mormon elders we would have no
oftofficersleers for the reason that as a rule
every reputable man in utah terri-tory when he attains the age of ma-
jority holds the office of an elder or
some other office in the priesthood
this explanation gave a very dlfdifderentlerent
view to men who did not understandgurourur organization and whose ignorance
was tiltzitakentilenen advantage of in the world
there are a few men in reilrellreligiousflous socie-
ties who hold leading positions holdbold
what we would call if in our church
the priesthood and the rest are de
barred and are mere laymen batitisnot so with us the bulk of the mor-
mon people hold the priesthood and
every manin n of repute of any age
Is an officer in the church it Is said
that the members otof our legislaturelerLegslatureare men who arearc prominent in thepriesthood how could it be other-
wise it a man is energetic and liashas
any talent he of course holds some po-
sition in the priesthood and he is veryapt to hold some prominent place butdoes this prevent him from actingginsin 8
civil office and from dealing justly and
wisely for the good of the peopleai 0pie no
we have proved to our entireen tirtyre satisfac-tion that this is not the case

when we look at utah territory to-
day and compare it with otner terri-tories it will be conceded by every body
who is impartial that the position of
affairs here is equal to if not much
better than the position of affairs inlia
any other territory and in many of thestates has that been because there
has been a union of church and stateno it is not due to that for that has
never existed here has it been be-
cause there has been one man dictatingdictatin
everything has it been due to that en-
tirely no for no one man has done
this but it has been becabicaisebccaisecalseilseiise the hienmen
who have acted in thesethese capacities
havelave been men of wisdom and the
people have had confidence in them
wherever wenye go as a people we carry


