| i

210

; . THE DESERET

NEWS.

‘-—-—.—.

APT1L 22

ﬁ—.—-—-—r

-

L. ]

= :

DISCOURSH

“PREST. GEORGE 0. CANNON,

DELIVERED

the Tabernacle, Ogden, Sunday
morning, January 18th, 1885.

In

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE,

I AM pleased to have the opportunity
of meeting with tlie Latter-day Saints
this morning in Ogden, and of listen-
ing to the reports which have been
made by the brethren res e::t.l%g the
Sunday Schools, and the oung
Men's Mutual lmprovement Associa-
tions. These institutions furnish an
index to the growth and develop-
ment of the people and the future
character of those who are now and
will be members of the Churchin years
to come. 1think a very fair estimate
can be formed of what our peopie will
be by closely observing the condition of
the Sunday Schools and the Mutual
Improvement Associations; because
those children and those young men
and young women who are now mem-
bers of these schools and associations
will in a very few years take their
place as active members in the com-
munity, and the character of the com-
munity be largely dependent upon
their characters and upon the deve ?jp-
ment which they have made in the di-
rections that these institutions seek to
form them. I look upon it myself as
exceedingly important that our schools
should be properly conducted, and
that our associations should receive
that attention from those who have
influence and knowledge that will make
a proper impression upon the minds of
those who are members. In whatever
capacity I might be acting inthe Priest-
hood,with the proper feeling of anxiety
about the growth and development of
the people, I couid not fail to take in-
terest inall these associations, and to
see that they were properly conducted
as faras my-influence would extend. I
do feel this interest, I have for many
years felt it.- Iv has been one of the
at delights, I may say, of my lite
Or very many years, to see the growth
and development of our Sunday School
interest.

For many years, while laboring in
the ministry abroad I saw how small
was the amount of fruit reault.ini from
the labors of myself and other E
in the world; that we labored some-
times for years and were only able to
bring into the Church a comparative
few, and then, out of those that were
converted and brought into the Church
there was a large percentage who did
not remain, but who lost the faith and
fell away. 1 became convinced in my
mind that more satisfactory resuits
and a larger amount of fruit could be
obtained by devoting attention to the
cultivation of our children, and for
flea.rs before 1 had the opportunity, 1

ad resolved in my own mind that if
I were ever permitted to remain at
home long enough I would devote at-
tention to the cultivation of the young.
Ithink that which has been done
this direction has amply rewarded
every man and woman who have taken
interest in this cause, You canbet-
ter tell, probably, than I car—orat
least some of you can—what the effect,
upon our community is—the effect of
the Sunday School, and of the teachings
of the Sunday Schools. You are fa-
miliar with the children. You can
contrast their present condition with
the condition of children a few years
ago, and by making this contrast you
can estimate, at pretty near its tiue
value, that which is and has been done.
So far as my obgervation is concerned
I am satistied that a great amount of

ood has been accowmplished. I have
Eeen on missions when Elders have
come from the valley—young men—and
I have been very much ashamed to see
their ignorance in regard to the doc-|
trines of the Church, and of the his-
of the Church, and their ignorance
of the Scriptures. I have felt that it
was almost a shame that young men
hm&ht up in Zion should go as mis- l
sionaries and be so ignorant concern-
inF the most vital points connected
with our religion. 1 am happy to be-
lieve that that has passed away to a
very great extent, and that those who
now go out in the capacity of mission-
aries do so with a more,thorough un-
derstanding respecting the history of
the Church,the doctrines of the Church
and a wider intelligence concerning
everything connected with the Church
than was formerly manifested. Inour
Sunday Schools 1 have listened to
children  being catechised, anc
their answers upon points of history
of the Church and other matters have
been given with a correctness that
could not be excelled, if equalled b
many of the Elders of mature years
they were interrogated upon the same

—

We have to-day, so far as statistics
inform us, nearly 50,000 children in
Sunday Scﬁualﬂ. These 50,000 children
will in a very few years be men and
women, taking their place in society,
pmbnbf married, and their inflnence
will be felt upon the future families of
the ple, and if they are properly
taught in the lﬂprim:lples of the Gospel
and are fortified against sin, and are
taught the evil effects that will reswlt
from the practice of everything that
is wrong, we can imagine what an ef-
fect this will have on the entire body
of the ple! It is therefore very en-
couraging to all those who take an in-
terest in the growth of Zion, inthe
development of the work of God, to
know that our children, in Primary
Associations, in Sunday Schools, and
m Young Men and Young Women’'s
Mutual {mprovement Associations,
are receiving the instruction that is
best adapted for their future good and
happiness.
here are a few ¥olnts that I have al-
ways deemed as of the utmost import-
ance that our childrenshould betaught;
the more so because gsuch teaching
uards them against some of the grow-
ng evils of the age in which we live.
It seemed to me sometimes that if
the Lord had not established this
Church at the time He did, the future
of our raze would be in some respects
very dark and hopeless to contemplate.
The growth of intemperance, the
spirit of intidelity concerning Go1 and
concerning everything pertaining to
God and to righteousness, the won-
clerful spread of corruption, the low
value placed upon virtue and the in-
crease of the evils that result' from the
absence ot virtue,are of sucha nature
that, if you look outside this Church,
the picture is a most discouraging one,
God has established this Church, and
He has told us from the very beginning
that the chief corner stone, it may be
said, of this great edifice that He has
reared and is rearingh 18 virtue, Early
in the history of the Church the Proph-
et Joseph received revelations to this
effect: that he who looked upon &4
woman to lust after her should deny
the faith, and unless he repented, he
should be cast out. What an amount
of purity is embodied in this state-
ment of the Lord to us in this revela-
tion! A man must not;only refrain
from doing that which is wrong with
the opposite sex; he must not only re-
frain trom carrying his lust into the
actual commission of crime, but he
must be so pure in heart that he shali

Iders fnot look upon the other sex with a

lustful eye anda lustful desire. If he
does so, we are told by the Almighty
that e shall deny the faith. Now,I
cannot imagine how the Lord can
make more plain to us than He has
done in these revelations—for itis re-
peated more than once in the revela-
tions that we have received—the im-
portance of virtue, the importance of
purity, purity in thought as well as
purity in action. The frequent aposta-
sies from this Church, the many who
have left the Church, demied the faith,
lost the Spirit of God, the most of
them, no doubt, arc traceable to the
commission of this sin., It is, as I
have sald, the crying sin of the age.
Outside of this Church virtue is not
fostered as it should be. Of course
there are exceptions. 1 do not mean
to say that all people are corrupt: I
would not be so swucping; but in
society generally there is not that value

laced upon virtue that should be, and

n many circles the virtue of man is
derided. A man who claims to be vir-
tuops, or who desires or seeks to be
virtuous, finds himself alone, as it
were, among his fellows. Therefore,
it is of the utmost imfurtance that
we, in training our children, should
lay deep and solid in their minds the
importance of virtue. They should
be taught that their whole lives as
Latter-day Saints depend upon the
cultivation and preservation of this
principle; and that if they are guilty
of wrong in this direction, unless
there is sincere and heartfelt yepent-
ance before the Lord, He will nfidoubt-
edly withdraw His Holy Spirit from
them and leave them to themselves to
become a prey to those wicked influ-.
ences that are seeking constantly to
take possession of the hearts ot the
Saints of God.

Now, we can best do this.in child-
hood; we can teach our children in
childhood and in youth, and as they
grow to manhood and to womanhood
we can foreify them against those evils.
It has been necessary, apparently—
for the Spirit has seemed to indicate
the necessity of this, that there should
be greMter ~trictness enforced among
our people. There has been a growth
of wrong-doing in many quarters that
has been most painful to all those
who have the wellarc of the Saints of
God at heart, and who desire the pros-
perity of Zion. Many cases have come
to the knowledge of the First Presi-
dency and of the Twelve and of other
leading men wherein people have been

points. KEvery
Sunday Schools must be convinced of
this. Therefore, when we hear, as we
do to-day, that in some of your settle-
ments nearly all the chiidren are en-
rolled in the Sunday Schools, it speaks
well for the tuture of the childven. If
these schools- are properly conducted
the effect must be immense in lifting
them up from ignorance and giving
them correct knowledge concerning
the doctrines and history of the Church,
and indoctrinating them in the princi-

les which we view as so important
E}r men and women to understand. It
is therefore very gratit{ling to hear
such reports, and that which we have
heard to-day respecting the schools in
Weber Stake is a very fair sample of

Btakes,

the reports which are made in uther!

one who has visihed;

compelled, in order to conceal their
wrong-doing, to marry, and even then
have ~ failed to cover it up.

.complain of,

Now, such a condition of things if per-
mitted to continue in our midst un- |
checked, would be productive of the |
most terrible consequences, The |
Spirit of God undoubtedly would be
80 g#ieved that it would forsake not
only those who are guilty of these acts.
but it would withdraw itself from
those who would suffer them {to be
done in our midst unchecked and un-
rebuked; and from the Presidentof
the Church down, throughont the
entire ranks of the I'riesthuod, there
would be a loss of the Spirit of God,
8 withdrawal of His gifts and blessing
and His power, because of their not

taking the proper measures te check
and to expose their {niquity,

My brethren and slsters: I supposc
you inust be impressed, as I am, with
this truth, that our omnly source of
strength is, that we shall live so that
the spirit and power“and gifts of our
religion and the favor of our God shall
be extended unto us and be in our
possession. There never was a iore
critical period in many respects inthe
history of the Church of Jesus Christ
than that which we now witness, I
never, in my recollection, or in read-
ing the history of the Church have
seen a time nor heard of a time when
the adve of God’s Kingdom was
more determined,apparently,to destroy
the work of God than he is at the
present time. On every hand there are
the most persistent efforts made to
check the growtn of the Kingdom of
God, and not only that, but to destroy
this religion, the religion of Jesus
ohrist, and to throw obstacles in the
pathway of its progress ;and to actually
deprive members of this Church of
every right that men and women value
—every political right, every civil right,
—to place us in bondage, and to make
it odious in the eyes of inankind to be
Latter-day Saints, or to have any
faith in the religion that God has re-
vealed to us, and of which we are so
proud, and for which we are, as a rule,
so thankful.

Now, we do not have wealth with
which to combat the designs of our
enemies: we do not have numbers;
we do not have influence;
there is no strenzth that we have that
men value and that men seek for in a
contest such as that in which we are
engaged. We possess no advantage,
none whatever, that men place yalue
upori. But we possess advantages
that we understand, and which we as
Latter-day Saints hlghly value, and
they are the best advantages, however
muclﬁ thﬁ' may be disliked by the
world. owever little importance
they may attach to the advantages that
we possess, we know that in a contest
such as this in which we are now en-
gaged they are of the utmost import-
ance,

To begin with we must, as I have
said, be a virtuous people. We must
love virtue better than we love our
lives. We must be so pure, not only
in our actions, but in our thoughts
that God’s favor will be with us, an
His Spirit rést down upon us, and we
must live the lives of Latter-day
Saints, carrying out in our lives the

rinciples that God hasrevealed, This

S our only strength, K Let us be de-
prived of this and we are weak, be-
cause, as 1 have said, we possess no
other advantage. If we prevail, as
undoubtediy we shall, it must be be-
cause of God’s help; it must be be-
cause He is at our right and at our left
and His power is roand about us and
near unto us. Looking at our positjon
from a haman stantipoint everything
looks dark. Men to-day are calculat-
ing on the destruction of this people.
They think that we shall at least be
compelled to abandon some features of
our religion. In some places and with
some people itis Church and State they
In other places it is
that we  practice plural . mar-
riuge. In other places there are
other reasons assigned for their dis-
like to us—we are too united; we do
notdivideinto parties, wherever we go
we cling together. and do notassimi-
late with the rest of our fellow citi-
zens, but are a party of ourselves, and
are dangerous because of this. And
various accusations are made as justti-
cation for the treatment that is extend-
ed to us. Men whose lives are so vile
that they would not bear the least ex-
amination, much less exposure, make
the charge against us that we practice
plural marriu(;j;e, and therefore that
we should be dealt with in the harshest
and most severe mauner. On the other
hand, men who are constantly seek-
ing for political influence, who do not
scruple to use that influence in the
most reprehens.ble manner, and to the
utmost extent possible, and frequently
preachers, too, charge that we unite
Church and State. They would gladly
use the influence that we Lave if they
had it, and use it in a mauner so ob-
noxious to individnal liberty that it
would bear no comparison to the man-
nerinfluence is used among the Latter-
day Saints. That would be all right if
they used it, but it is all wrong if we
use it. And so it is with everything
else, If taey could unite a people to-
czether as we are united that would be
perfectly justitiable; but because Lat-
ter-day Saints unite together, that is
exceedingly wrong, especially when
they do 8o as a relizious community

For myself I want %o do that wuich
(God directs. That is the wish of my
heart. [ want to honor my God if |
know how to do it. I believe this en-
tire people have the same feeling, They
desire to do the will of God, if they
can find out what that will 1s, and if He
will communicate it to us,as 1 know He
does, I am satistied that the great ma-
juritg of the Latter-day Saints will
do that will regardless of conse-
gqeaces. ltis the attempt to do that,
that has brought us into disrepute.

God, in building up His Kingdom,
does not take pattern from wmen. He
does not ask counsel from men as to
how that Kingdom shall be built up
and the methods that shall be em plnyed
to establish it, He is going to build
His Kingdom up in Hisown way, and
if it does not suit men or the nations
of the earth, why, I suppose they will
have to be, as they have been and as
they are sometimes at present, ang
with those who strive todo that whic
He requires. I know this that many
things that men admire are anabomina-
tion in the sight of God; many thin
that they think most admirable God
holds as an abomination. There-
fore, in building wp His Church and

His Kingdom He is going to take His
own plan of doing it, and for one, so
far as I can, I feel will‘ng to allow Him
to dictate how it shall be done, and
then leave the consequences to Hfm. I
know that He will bring off those who
ﬁut their trust in Him victorious, and

e will ask no odds ef the pations of
the earth. He delights in a pem;]le
who are courageous and valiant, who
are not afraid. He delights in penPle
of this kind. The greatest blessing
almost that we read of that was ever
given to a man in the fiesh was given
to 2 man possessed of this courage.
You will remember him, doubtless,
when I mention His name. His name
was Nephi. He was the son of Hela-
man, and had a brother named Lehi.
He was the grandfather of Nephi, who
was the President of the T'welve whom
Jesus chose on this continent. Read
the lifeof that man, and observe the
blessings that God bestowed upon him,
God gave him great power because of
his valor and fearlessness in
cause, and it is so with every Prophet
and with every man of God of whom
we have anf record, and it is so with
every people and generation who put
their trust in the Lord, and are valiant
for His cause. He will give them great
blessings and power; and He will
bring them off victerious. He has
doneso in the past. He is doingso
now, and He will do so in the futare;
and whenever you tind a man or a peo-
ple weak-kneed and limber-backed,
nervous, their hands shaking and
their hearts trembling, you will find a
people that have not very much of the
strength and power of God with them;
but when they are full of courage,
zeal and determination, God is
with them, He strengthens them,
and gives them victory. He
will do it every time, with every
individual. You read the history of

how God blessed him, and I might go
on and enumerate a great many more
men who have been distinguished in
the world’s history because of their
valor. God stood by them always, and
will - stand by us if we are valiant.
Look at the men who bave peen most
valiant in this Church in defending, ad -
vocating and practicing the principles
which God has revealed, and doing
this, too, in the face of mankind who
have been determined that we shall not
do these things, and see how God has
blessed and sustained them in so doing.
Therefore, having had this experience
in these matters, it is for us to be val-
iant in the cause of God, to show our
faith by our works, and not be Latter-
day Sam:=s with our lips alone, but be
Latter-day Saints in all the acts of our
lives, in all our words, and in every-
thing there is connected with us. Let
us not imagine that God has established
His work to take pattern in its meth-
ods of procedure and management af-
ter the corrupt nations of the earth.
He has not done so.

We live under a Government, the best
that ever was formed by man upon this
carth—a Government in which every
human beiog can live without interfer-
ing with the rights of others in the
practice of the principles which God
reveals, God has purposely arranged
this. He raised up wise men to lay the
foundation of this Government, and
He defended them against the mother
country, and enabled them to achieve
victory over the greatest power there
was upon the face of the earth—the
power of Great Britain. Hegave them
power to form a Constitution under
which every man and woman can dwell

in perfect freedom—that is, if they
wanted to do right. This laad has been

dedicated to liberty, dedicated by the
Lord our God, and by men who have
lived upon this land, to lthberty, and as
long as this land shall be a land of
liberty it will be a blessed land w the
inhabitants thereof; but when it ceases
to be a land of liberty, then as sure as
(God has spoken, this Government will
£0 down—that is, any Goverament will,
that will war azainst the principles of
liberty—and the men who are now en-
gaged in their assaults upon us because
of our religion, are traitors to this
Government, and they are the most
deadly enemies to the Government of
the United States that can be found
anywhere upon the face of the earth.
They are laying the axé at the root of
the tree, and are taking measures to
destroy this Government, because it
can only, as I have said, be preserved
by maintaining the principles of liberty
that are contained in the Constitution
which God gave to the land, or which
He inspired men to frame for the land.
But in our contention for liberty—for
we to-day are the defenders of the

Constitution, and we snall have
Constitutional fari nciples to main-
tain and defend in the courts
of the nation, we are bein

forced into this duty and position—Go

will bless us and preserve us, and carry
us off triumphantly, - and the words of
Joseph, which were inspired by the
Almighty, will be fulfilled to the very
letter, namely, that the Elders of this

Church will be the men who
will _uphold and maintain
the * Constitution of the United

States, wiaen others are seeking to
trampie 1L in the dust, and to destroy
it. We are a free people—let others
seck to bring us into bondage as they
may—we are a free Peuple-wlth the
perfect right to wurshr{:- onr and to
carry into effect the principles that He
hasrevealed. And if the whole world

a themselves against us, and the
combined power of the nation pits it-
down

i
inst this work, they must
ﬂf;the struggle, because they E:_r;_g
occupying a false position. II fifty

¢s | hundred millionsof people were to say

the contrary, no matter, the principle

still remains truae, that under the Con
stitutlon in this land, a man has a per I

His |

Ehjah, and see how valiant he was,and’

fect right to do that which God requires
at his hands as luuﬁ as he does not p.
trude upon the rights of his neighbor.

f one man stood alone in this posj-
tion, ana millions of men, were to say
it is not so, that lone man would sti]] he
right, We have that right._ God has
given it to us under the Constitution of
the land in which we dwell, and if men
epact laws and pile one law upop
another until they reach to the sky, it
would not change this. Itisaneternal
principle, and it will stand—this prin-
ciple of liberty, the liberty that God
has given unto every human being—the
right to do that which seemeth good 1n
his own sight, to follow the dictatesot

his own conscience, as long as,
in 80 doing, he does not
trespass upon the rights of his

‘ellow man. We stand by that fear-
essly, and stand by it for ourselves,
and for our children after us, [ would
not abate one jota, not a hair’s breadth,
myself, in this feeling. I would feel
taat I was a traitor to myself and to
my posterity if I were to vield in the
least upon this. We must maintain
our rights, not aggressively, not in any
quarrelsome spirit, but in a spirit of
quiet firmness, quiet determination to
maintain our rights, to contend for
them, and to never yield one hair's
breadth in maintaining them. This is
our daty as individuals and as a pes.
ple, and in thus determining, we band
ourselves together more closely. Com.
plaints are 1nade of us that we are &
exclusive. Why, in the very nature of
things we should be fools to be other.
wise than exclusive. We cannot help
it. We are driven into exclusiveness
by the acts of our enemies, and by the
pressure that is brought to bear upon
us. A flock of sheep when attacked by

seek 1o protect themselves by getting
into a cluster. So it is with us. It is
the law of self-preservation, that we

assaulted as we have been, Weecannot
put trust in otlers who are not of us
to any extent. There are, however
many honorable men, hundreds and
thousands of them. If there were not,
we would not send missionaries out as
we do. We believe they are just as
honest as we are, just as sincere as we
are, and desire as much to do right as
we do, I believe there are millious of
them in the earth, men and women,
whose desires are as good as the best
Latter-day Saint’s. They desire to do
the will of God and o keep His com-
mandments as muach as any ot us do,
and are as sincere in it; but many peo-
Fle are ignorant and do things through
gnorance which are wrong. But, as [
say, self-preservation demands that
we should cling together; that we
shounld be united; that we should sink
all personal differences; that we should
aQave no preference that we would not
be willing to forego for the sake of the
Kingdom of God. It is an important
time with us. We have enemies all
around us. A determination is made
manifest to destroy every one of our
liberties, if possible, and to bring us
into bondage. That is the desien, if it
can be accomplished. Buat it will not
be u.ccnmﬁ»ltshed. You will see it will
lail, it will signally fail, and God will
preserve us in our liberties, and es-
pecially will He do this if we keep Hig
commandments and do that which He
requires at our hands.

A great many people seem to think,
and some who are among us act upon
the thought, that because a man
holds the Priesthood, and is a religious
man, and practices religion, that he
should not have any voice in matters
that belong to civil government., In
Washington the charge has been fre-
quently made that all the leading offices
of the Territory of Utah were held by
Mormon Elders, Mormon Bishops and
otaers. 1 have frequently said, in an-

Senate and House, that 1if we did not
take Mormon Elders we would have no
officers, for the reason that, as a rule,
every reputable man in Utah Terri-
tory when he attains the age of ma-
jority, holds the office of an Elder, or
some other office in the Priesthood,
This explanation gave a very difierent
view to men who did not understand
sur organization, and whose ignorance
was taken advantage of. In the world
there are a few men in religious socie-
ties, who hold leading positions, hold
what we would call, if in our Cﬁumh,
the Priesthood, and the rest are de-
barred, and are mere laymen. Buatitis
not so with us. The bulk of the Mor-
mon people hoid the I’riesthood, and
every man of repute of any age
is an oflicer in the Church.
that the members of our Legslature
are men who are prominent in the
Priesthood. How could it be other-
wise? I! a man is energetic and has
any talent he of course holds some po-
sition in the Priesthood, and he is very
apt to hold some prominent place. But
does this prevent him from acting in &
¢clyil office, and from dealing justly and
wisely for the good of the euple; No,
we have proved to our entire satisfac-
tion that this is not the case,

When we look at Utah Territory to-
day and compare it with otiner Terri-
tories, it wiil be conceded by everyhody
who is lmpartial that the position of
affairs bere is cqual to, if not much
better than, the position of affairs in
any other Territory and in many of the
States. Has that been because there
has been a union of Church and State.
No, it is not due to that; for that has
never existed here. Has it been be-
cause there has been one man dictating
everything—has-it been due to that en-
tirely? No; for no one man has done
this. But it has been because the men
who have acted in these capacities

have been men of wisdom, and the
{»Eﬂp!u have had confldence in them.
Vherever we go as a people, we carty

should get close together when we are |

dogs or wolves, huddle together, and

swer to this, before committees of the

It is said



