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THE GREAT ATMERICAN SHOE
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(b‘peciul Correspondence of the Deseret News by Frank G. Carpenter.)
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Mons, Belgium, Dee, 18,<TI have come
from Switzerland across France 1o Bel.
glum, and am now in Mons, on the
gouthern edge of this country, Mons
haa 25,000 people, but the country about
[« one continuous village, and 1 can
fee the possibilities of an enormous
consumption of American goods, HBel
givm is one of the most thickly popu-
luted parts of the world. 1 have trav-
eled among the millions of China and
India, but nowhere have found the peo-
pie much thicker than here, The coun-
try roads are gpotted with blocks ot
one and two-story houses, and at every
n.ile or 80 there I8 a village. 1 took &
jay's walk through the country last
week. Every hour or so 1 went hy a
roal mine with & mountain of ‘refuse
behind it, and a large collection of
miners' houses under [ts shadow, The
wads are thronged with men, women
nd children, Nearly all walk, and a
rommon sight |8 & woman and a dog
dragging a cart, harnessed up sida by
pide, Sometimes the dog s Ip  the
shafte and the womun pulls outside
with a rope, at others the woman s in
the shafts and the dog tolls along be-
nind under the bed of the cart, hitched
lo the axle. The flelds are full of wo-
men working. They spade the ground,
they dig and they hoe. Sometimes they
rarry great londs along the roads or
pcrose the flelds on thelr backs 1ike
viry beasts of burden.

AMERICAN GOODS IN A BELGIAN
TOWN,

1 doubt ¥ many Americans have
wer been here. The tourists pass Mong
by, mithough It 18 one of the oldes!
lowns of porthern Europe and full of
pistorical interest, Julius Cwsar had A
fortress here when he was fighting the
Gauls, and Mong was bathed in blood
n the struggle of the Spaniards and
Willlam of Orange, There is a cathe-
fral In the city, which was bullding
nhen Columbus gtarted out to diccover
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Amerlca, and a monument to Baldw|
1X, whe took part in the crusades, an
who In 1205 became Emperor of Con-
stontineple, while trying to wrest his
soul from the devil and the holy land
drom the Turks,

The Mons of today, lm\m\ux. is more
irterested In the fires of the living than
In the brimstone firves of the damned,
It is the center of the chief coal min-
Ing section of Belgium, Mountaing of
conl wasgte rise up everywhere abou'
I, standing like great cones high abov:
the flelds und villages, The city {8 on:

HIS THIRTY-TWO

o, hills and ballows, Its  winding
glroets arve of cobbles and its bulldings
guch as you would expeet to find In a

coal mining center,

I took & room at the Grand Hotel de
Schmitez, near the depot, and then
#tarted ont to see If | could find some
evidences of the American invasion, 1
did not expect much, for I knew that
moest of the people were miners and
many of them excecdlingly poor, This
{5 my first city in Belgium, and as the
tewn has no American consul, T could
find nothing about it in our state de-

artment reports, My knowledge of

"rench i8 not over good, and that of
my son Jack, .a high school boy, who
S with me, 18 little better, still we we=a
rot long In finding the Amerig
tracks, The first gtore we entered was
that of a tobacconist next door to the
hotel. 1 dropped in and agked for some
Amerlean cigarettes, The maiden in
charge promptly handed me three dif-
ferent boxes, all made in Virginia, and
Jater on told me that she sold chiefly
the ware of our tobacco trust,

A little further on I saw a large sales
room fllled with American sewing ma-
chines, and next door was a store sell-
ing photograph cameras from Roches-
ter, N. Y. 1 was wondering as to
Ameriean foodstuffs when Jack called
me acrogg the street to see a grocery
where the hens lay eggs for you while
vou wait, 1 went over and looked In.
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In the glass window wpon the round
crete of eggs sat whal looked like a
live hen in the act of laying, The fowl
bad genuine feathers, blood-red comb

~and real hen's eyes. The eggs wers
genulne, and it took me 12 seconds be-
fore I realized that the dominick was

only stuffed, and that it was merely 1o
advertise the freshness of the eggps

Noarby were yellow porcelain butter
rolls and in an adjoining window I saw
the words "Welsse Oats” and 'some
l-.\g; of “self-ralsing flour’" from New
LUK,

In the hardware stores 1 found
American tools and a lawn mower
which was exhibited in a window and
to which was nafled the words "Veri-

SUPREME COMMAND.
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Turning the corner,

¢ Philadelphta.”

I was directly

opposite the finest of the new bulldings

of Mone,
stroctare, with g woll of porcelain,
which are sot the names of Bell and
otter American Inventors,
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This I8 a great telephone
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In a stors
far away I saw American notions

As a result
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RICAN f8HOES IN
OF CLOGS,
expect to find

The Netherlands

include Holland

are the homes of the wooden

The common people wear clogs,

VWA

THE

American
which,

did not

8 here,

The prinelpal warships of all the Atlantie squad
now assembled in the Carribean sea to parteipate In the &7
display ever attempted by the American navy in time of peace.
supreme command takes the strongest personal interest in the
Carribean waters will be allve with naval evolutions, day and al

of the @ifferent islands, The whole world watches this remarkable dlspiav

great demon stration,

rons of (he Unitéd Staths navy are comprised w the g fleet of battls;
gat winter naval manoruvers which will go down 1o history as th
All Ameriea’ s famous naval commanders are there and Admiral George Dewey, who I¥ In
The manceuvers started Monday, Dec, 1, and for weeks to come the

ght attacks on different ports and strateglc ex periments of all Kinds aiong the coasts

ado hoate
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most e\lm--rdlnur) naval
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He Finds It Crowding the Clogs in Belgium and Holland, Climbing the Alps Withethe Swiss
and Walking the Carpets of England and France—A Talk With a European Tanner
on American Leather—How the English are Fattening on American Brains--

The French Market and How to Work It—How to Make Your Shoes
Wear — Pen Pictures of Southern Belgium, Etc,
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COUNTESS DE CASTELLANE COMING.

The Countess Bonl de Castellane, who was formerly Anna Gould of New York, daughter of the late Jay Goald,
the great financler, {8 coming to the United States on a visit,
Chamber, titles of nobility may be aholished altogether In France,
pretty appendage which it is stated was the chief attraction she saw {n the little Comnt Bonl,
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This will deprive Anna Gould of her title, the
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bt nevertheless, American shoeg and
& !\'u Imitations of them are sold
The shoes are labeled “"Verltal A mer
leans In some of the ta [ saw
shoes  marked Viiu AN in

which Jack promptly told mennt
Amerlean v |I but e I hes
lhh.k wad intended to econvey the fdea
that they were of Americar Lifsl

now pending in the French

undoubtedly a poor
but the fact that it
was advertised as such shows what s
thought of American leather, Indeed,
I got one of the merchants to glve me
a label, It ads
“Recomunde Veau
fte Garantie Bouple
Which evidently

The leather
Imitation

was
of ours,

ré
Americaine Solid
Impermeable.”
means that these
shoes are especially recommended as ol
gonuine American calf, guaranteed for
its durability, softness and Impermea
bility to water.

Another shoe store advertiges Boston
rubbers, and in a barber shop next doot
l BAW A razor un.»p for sale marked

“made In America.
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MERICAN SHOE

I have b«
Furapent
ghoe, 1t Is a1
into the
standing the anger of th
and shoe dealers of ¥ ert
Switzerland and England

I found lare Ami hiw tores
in all the big English oit There &r
scores of U ! | n the
business |
shoe manufocturers have b
Ing Amert ! \
machinery
ot ab)
There a Fngland
cester vhirk gt g v u;
the making of b and shoes o |
cester having Wy it
and Shoe
towns ser| feel th
jean competition, for it was only a few
years ago Lejcester \ 1
shoes to America, Now that t
American shoc-sowing macl
other machinery from Boston

shoes
men

|
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AN

heart f 1 o "

vn has |

and elw

where. It i uging American leather
copying Arerican styles 1 it has, 1
am told, & number of American hands

to teach the English hands how to
make the genulne American articls,

Its shoes are often sold a4 Ameriean
ghoes,

American shoes are sold in Holland
slde by sld fth clogs, and 8or )
he local fuctories there have impo
American machine I found Amer
can shoes | Bwitzerls | nd it s n
trouble to buy them in Paris,

[ AMERICAN LEATHER IN RUROPE

0 of th 1 t | r Ing. men |
hi met In conneet vith this sl
business is Mr, W Cires A
Knglish ither ex rt. who 1
ed with « of the bigs tannerl
Fourope Lty | I ALY
i | i Lk nd selll

! il his Il h !

tanni xpert wd )

The | thi busin | |
chuanging | pat I | | |
Intely everytl It ! individ
val I 1 small factord \ nad an
infin ( tnn and Ly
shioemake I'his L L0 Bon X
tent in Am v, but 1 \1l lean

ere t he {d of the big
tannery bt They had
plenty o the hemlock
foresta v irk, so that
they could in quantity
t ach howevel

8 N )
Ldverpo |
he I v |

they , |

hipped over |r Bt M |
furnishi t les of owm
ve buy it for Bristol 1
Laeods

Later on,” continuad M (irepves
the America Invented machinery to |
finish their leather. They took a French
(nventi for s ing leath ind fme- |

aved upon nd \ grew
the great -1'r lether trade of today
You J leana eall it satin hide and
gplit leather. You I‘ni hed it artisticnlly

nd sent It over hers lxslxnllqllnlmtl'w‘
that it injured our trade with England
and slgewhers

'HE FHRHENCH AND OUR AMERI

CAN KID

“How abont France?" I asked,
“Frar does not use much Ameriean
eplit leather sald Mr. Greeves, "It Is
too hard und greasy for thig market, 1f
Vo peaple would modify it In these
respects, which they could easily do
yvou could gell it for 16 per cent more
than you are now getting in England
and  Germar Your manufacturers
however, don't seem to know {t."

French have the reputation
xeellent leather,” sald 1

“So thev do. They make the French
kid and the French ealf which ls tanned
with the bark of the evergreen oak, Our
Kid wag onee exportedd to Amertean and
all parts of the world, but the Amerl-
cans applied the chrome process to kid
and made the vigl or glazed Kid, which
is superior to French kid, With this
leather you have driven out our calf
and our kid, and you now gend kid hare
to France?"”

“The chrome process was an Amerl-
can Invention, was It not?”

“No," sald Mr. Greeves, “The process
was invented by a German, but the
Amerioang made it a commercial sues
cvgs. 1t wis in 1854 that a German
named Knapp, found that pelt could
be turned into leather by bichromide
of potagh and an acid. He did nothing

“Fut the
of making

with the discovery, but a German-
American named Schultz, used It to
make covers for corset yibs, Then a
Boston firm put forth a chromed-
tanned leather and called it box calf-
and willow calf. They made Knapp's
discovery a commercial success and

thelr work hag been used in all parts
of Europe. The OGermans have taker
it up and they bid fair to monopolize
the Buropean trade in such leather.

FEUROPEANS FATTENING ON

AMERICAN BRAINS

“Just here,” sald Mr, Greeves, ‘']
want to say that you Americuns make
a great mistake in giving away your
ideas and experience. You sell your
jeather-making machines to us, and we

w n iz American split leaths
Il pa {f Burog The Anerl-
' i no golng | over the
| nd \ 1 getting
t il I ) 1 pttening
| ind |} ] 1 I f 1 the
Y 1 o1 oul portd
il I ! o u your
1 \ | our trade
1] 1 ] ) ;}“ l!‘
ng factories
\ { lend to the loss
i Yo
1o NI H RECIPROCITY.
fon't 1 @ logp our fors
gn trad ([ Wi re mal
new n nine il I ! wo
shall et 1] fa than
1 o (
You ? 1ld My, ( “but 1t
i ) » MU when you
get neth in return, The English go
to America and the gecrets of the works
ghop at hown them Americans come
to England and they can't get ins.de
the doors, 1 know a big English tan-
ner who went to the Unitad States and
vigited the largest tanneries, After go-
ing through one wwhere he had been ¢s-
pecially well treated he sald to the pro-
prietor: ‘I hope you will come to Eng-
land and let us show you what we are
‘ Two vears Iater the American
did come. He was recelved with Kind
word nd offéred some hospitality, but
nit ord was sald about the tan
nery. At the lngt the American asked to
go through the works,

WAL replled the gon of John Ball,
with & grin, I should ke to oblige you,
but we English never shm\ our ma-
chinery and methods to our rivals n
trade, We really can't do that, you
know

o ‘l.nt,' gaid the American, ‘when you

were in our country you asked for per-
mission to go through our works, and
got it
" Y es,!
g our rule,
‘Well,!

gald the Englishman, ‘but this
and we can't go back on it
replied the American, ‘if you
ever come back 1 shall assuredly
that you are kept out of the shops, We
are not afrald of your competition, We
have thrown most of the machinery
vou saw on the sgerap heap, and have
fnvented better, I sguppose you have
copled the old shop, At any rate no
Englishman shall ever enter the new
one,' And he left,”

FRENCH AND ENGLISH SHOES,

The conversation hore turned to the
American ghoe, and Mr, Greeves sald:
“T'he American sghoe is the easiest
and mogt stylish shoe made. The up-
are thinner and Mmore durable than
t the soles are too thin for the
I am surpriged you do
shoes In France., You
ought to have a greater trade here than
in England, and if you will use the
game energy to capture this market as
you have uged In England you will have
much better results, Your people ought
to gend out drummerg who can speak
French, German and English, As it is,
the English and Germang sell more
ghoes here than you do, although the
better classes of the French swould
surely prefer the American shoe. At
pressut they have most of their shoes
made by hand by the old-fashioned
shoemakers, The shoes cost more than
yours, and they are not so good."”
HOW TO MAKE SHOER WEAR.
In talking about leather the question
of durability came up, and Mr, Greeves
gave me a recipe which will probably
decregse my shoe expenses, Says he:
“The first thing one should do on
buving a palr of shoes ig to give the
soles a good greasing. You can do this
with neatsfort oil, greasing them at
night and rabbing them off well in the
morning, Thig greasing, if repeated ev-

gee

poers
ours, n
Fnglish market

not sxell move

ery month or g0, will Keep out the
water, and make the shoes wear twice
ag long. They will be gofter to your

feet, and If you are an average walker
they will last you at least a yeor with-
out mending."

FRANK G, CARPENTER.
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HIGH HONOR FOR AN AMERICAN.

i Meiy } won \ i : heen
conferred o high h never belor red by @ Amerieat T'he Kalser has
presented Mr. Stor vith a crown ord {enoru of t} # pd class No

ther citizen of United States has been lueky enough to earn this decora-
tion which is equal to Kn ighthood In England and to belrg & chevalier B
France, Mr. #tone bears his blushing honors very modertly
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