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in order come lqtaa proper understanding
to seebeee e eye to eye ift I1iss I1necessary that we

f be instructedin trueyed
acte that we mayinay be workmen that

need not be ashamed before god and his holy
I1 for continually that theangels inroyplaypray you

wisdomwis dorndoru of god may rest upon you and upon
all his saintsskit I1 am happy for the privilege
of withalth you and can say according
to thethi best of my knowledgkupkum ledgeep that there lais a

i preatgreat improvement in the midst of0 the saints
theyibey are increasing in understanding the
little apparent difficulty you seem to have
here isis no difficulty at all in the rise of
this church and for years afterwards if four
men had been appointed to live in the capa-
city of a neighborhood there would have been
more real difficulty in one month than there
las been in this ward since br miller has
been its bishop this proves that the people
are learning to lettiettletiet thingsbings alone thatthaythey do
not know to be right and wait untilu antil they

i know what right is this is a great lesson
j to learn it is also a precious gift that some

peopleeople seem to be possessed of to have
knowledge enough not to talk until they can
say something to advantage and benefit to
themselves or others or both

the instructions some of you neelnee 1 here I1
Irpresumeresume would be good for all it is not al-
ways 21ani easy matter for persons to under-
stand the true position they really holdhoid before
god and before their brethren people donotdo not
geemseem to understand fully their position
the duties they are called upon to perform
butchenbut when a person comescomnes to understanding I1
he willvill not go amiss there are so
traits in the livesilves of the people possessing the
priesthood that touch it where you will you
cannot touch it amiss and if you know andant
understand it it is to youyon a source of great
satisfaction while those who do not under
stand are sti I1 left in the dark

when br miller was at the seventies meet-
ing

i

in the city a week ago last saturday I1
made some remarks on the items of doctrine
before us and the clerk wrote down a few of
thethetnaM

i
I1 took I1 think the purport of these

remarks and published them in the last
weeks news I1 then and therehere stated that a
bishop in his bishopric cannot try any in

fortor error in doctrine in reflecting
aponapon this let me ask how do we understand
dcdoctrinetrine by revelation what are the
illges of a bishop has biehie the privilege of the
administration of angelsangela yes this belonbelongss

i1 to the lesser priesthood has he the
lege of using the arim and Thum mim yes
the breast plate of aaron that you read of in
the scriptures was a arim and Thum mim
fixed in bows similar to the one joseph smith
found aaron wore this arim and irn

i on his breast and looked into itif like lookin
J1 on a mirror and the information he needaneeded

was there obtained this earth when it be
1 comes purified and sanctified or
i will become like a sea of glass and a person

by looking into it can know things past
and to come though none but celestial

iced beings can enjoy this privilege they will
look into the earth and the things they desire

i1 to know will be exhibited to them the same as
the face is seen by lookinlooking into a mirror

the office of a bishop telonisbelongs to the lesser
priesthood he is the highest officer in the

priesthood and harthehas the privilege of
I1 using the arim and Thum mim has the admin-

istration of angels itif he has ffaithfalth and lives so
that he can receive and enjoyenloy all the blessings
aaron enjoyed at the same time could
aaron risrisee up aandnd say 1 I havehaveara s much pow-
er and autauthorityhorty asa you moses no for

i Mosemoses held the keys and authority above all the
rest upon the earth he hoidaholds the6 keys of
the priesthood of Melchimeichisedek which is the

i

priesthood of the sen of god which holds the
keys of all these Priest hoodsboods dispensing the

i blessings and privileges of both riestPriesthoods
I1 to the people as he did in the days of the

children of israel when he lead them out of
egypt this priesthood has been on the
earth at various times adam bad it seth
had it enoch bad it noah hadbad it abraham
and lot had it and it was handed down to
the days of the prophets longiong after the days
of the ancients butbat the people would not

i receiverecene the propprophetsbets but persecuted them
stonedatoned them and thrust them out of their

I1 cities and they badhad to wander in the wilder
nessmess and make dens and caveseaves their homes
the children of israel never received the
Melchisedek priesthood they went into bon
dage to enjoy it in part but all its privileges

i and blessings they never would receive in full
i until jesus came and then but a few of them
i would receive it this high priesthood rules

directs governs and controls all the priest
j foods because it isia the highest of all

what ordination should a man receive to
1 possess all the keys and powers of the HheiyhelyI1
1 that were ever to thee

t

sons of adamadim helle should be ordainedona ined an
apostle of jesus christ abatthal office puts him
in possessionsess of0 every key every power
everioevery aauthority communication benefit bless-
ingg glory and kingdom11 that was ever re-
vealede led to man that pertains to the office of
an apostleio of jesus christ in the last weeks
NNEWS I1 published a portion of a revelation
showing the authority of the first presidency
of the church composed at first of joseph
smith sidney rigdon and frederick G wil-
liams when this revelation was given the
two last named brethren were joseph smiths
connscounscounselorselors aridand this first presidency possess-
ed the power and authority of building up the
kingdom of god uponudon all the earth and of
settingb the church in order in its perfection
youyoli read in the revrevelationelation alluded to that
when the twelve were called and ordainedordainedy

they possessed the same power and authority
as the three first presidents and in reading
further youou find that there must needs be
appendages andarii helps growing out of this
priesthood the seventies possess the same
powpowerr and authority they hold the keys of
eabestablishingbibing building up regulating ordain-
inging and setting in order the kingdom of god
in allali its perfections upon the eaithearth behavewe have
a quorum of high priests and there are a
great many of them they are a local body
thhey tarry at home but the seventies travel
anandiellebpreach sso0 also do the high priests

1 when
they are called upon they possess precisely
the same priesthood that the seventies and the
twelve and the first presidency possess but
are they ordained to officiate in all the au-
thoritythority powers and keys of0 thisthia priesthood
no they are not still they are high priests
of god and it they magnify their priesthood
they will receive at sometime all the authority
andarld power thabit is possible for man to receive

suppose that sidneesidney rigdon and frederick G
williams had been taken away or bad acosta
sized as one of them did soon after the revela-
tion I1 have referred to was given and there
hadbad been only joseph smith left of the first
presidency would he abolalonea e have had authori-
tyy to set in order the kingdom ofDE god on the
earth yes again suppose that eleven of
thehe twelve had been taken away by the pow-
er of the adversary that one apostle has
the same power that joseph had and could

reach baptize and set in order the whole
langdom of god upon the earth as much so

as the twelve were they all together again
iff in the providence of god he should permit
the enemy to destroy these two first QuorumquorumsQu sf
and then destroy the quorum of seventy all
butiut one man what isia his power it would

bee to go and preach baptize confirm lay on
handslands ordain set in order build up and es-
tablish the whole kingdom of god as it is
now can we go any further yes and I1
think you will seebee the reason of it and howbow
easy it is to be understood and see the pro
biety of it I1 really believe and it is my

doctrineottrineoctrine that if I1 speak to the brethren by
the power of the spirit of my calling the evi-
dences are commended to those who hear and
the reasons they see in the spirit of the re-
marksmarks81I1 make suppose the enemy had power
to destroy all but one of0 the high priests faiomom
the face of the earth what would that one
possess in the power of his priesthood anhe
would have power and authority to go andI1
preach baptize confirm ordain and set in
orderarder the kingdom of god in all its perfect
tian on the earth could be do this without
revelation no could the seventies no
couldrould the twelve no and we ask could
joseph smith or the first presidency do this
whort revelation no not one of them
could dodouchauchsuch a work without revelation di-
rect from god I1 can go still furtherfurthfereer who-
ever isie ordained to the office of an elder to
a certain degree possesses the keys of the
meichiMelchi sedek priestlpriesthood and suppose only one
eldereider should be left on the earth could he
goatoito and betset in order the kingdom of god
yes by revelation

how came these apostles these Sevea tica
these ilighighnigh priests and all this organic
we nowhow enjoy it came by revelation fath-
er cahoon who lately died in your neighbor-
hood was one of the first menmen ordained to
the office of high priest in this kingdom in
the year 1831 the prophet joseph went to
ohio ilehe left the state of new york on the
lastartofof april if my memory serves me and
arrived in kirtland sometime in may they
held a general conference which was the first
general conference ever called or held in ohio
joseph then received a revelation and or

priests you read inthein the book
of doctrine and covenants how he rereceivedcelvedI1

the priesthood in the first place it is there
stated howbow joseph received the aaronie
priesthood john the baptist caucari e to joseph
smith and oliver cowdery when a person I1

passes behind the veil hebe can only officiate in
the spirit world but when he is resurrected
he officiates as a resurrected beldbeing and not
as a mortal boingbeing you read in tiethe revela-
tion that joseph was ordained asils it Isia writ-
ten when lie received the Melchimeichi sedekedek
Priestpriesthoodhoodbood hebe hav anotheranether revelation peterapeter

james and john came to him you can reat
the revelation at your leisure when he re
ceilea thisthia revelation in kirtland the lordlon
revealed to him that hebe should begin and or-
dain high priests and be then ordained quite
a number all whose names I1 do not now re-
collect but lyman white was one fathers
cahoon andantl morlea john murdock Ssidneyddnle
rigdon and others were also then orordained
these were the first that were ordained to tothis
office in the church I1 relate thisthia to show

I1 you hohow Josephjoseph proceeded step by step in
organizing the church at that time there

I1 were no seventies nor twelve apostles
twenty seven years ago on the ath ofithis

month in the vearyearyear 1834 a company stastartedarted
from kirtland to redeem the land of zion
br heberlieber C kimball and my brother joseph
were in that camp there had not then been
ordained any twelve apontesApostes nornon any sev-
enties although there was a revelation per-
taining to the apostles and seventies there

eHigh priests but no high priests quo-
rum I1 am relating this as a little matter of
history that will no doubt be interesting to
those who were not there

after we returned from missouri my broth
er joseph young and myself add beensonbeen sing-
ing and preaching in a meeting and when trethe
meeting was dismissed srjosephbr Joseph smith said

come go down to my house with me we
went and sung to him a long tincetime and talked
with him ilehe then openedopen edtheirelre subject of the
twelve and seventies for the first time I1 ever
thought of it ilehe said brethren I1 am
going to call out twelve apostles I1 think we
will get together by and by and select
twelve apostles and select a quorum of sev-
enties frolfrom those who have been uup to zion
outit of ththee campa bboys0Y 12 in 1835 the last of
january or I1inn februaryu adeiy or about that ahrtintee
we had our meetings from day to day and br
joseph called out twelve apostles at that
timetm he had a revelation when we were
singinging to0 himim those who were acquainted
withanhimlim knewrnew when the spirit of revelation

I1 wasvasv upon him for his countenance wore an
expression peculiar tola himself while under
that influence ilehe preached by the spirit of
revelation and taught in his council by it
and those who were acquainted with him
could discover it at once for at such times
there was a peculiar clearness and transpar-
ency in hisbis face he followed up that revel-
ation until he organized the church and so
along until the baptism of the dead was re-
vealed

I1 relate these circumstances to show you
that a person who is ordained to the office of
an elder in this kingdom has the same priest-
hood that the hihighh priests that the twelve
apostles that ttethe seventies and anat the
first presidency hold but all are not called
to be one of the twelve apostles nor are all
calledcalientoTo be one of the first presidency nor
to be one of the first presidents of allail the
seventies nor to be one of the presidents of a
quorum of seventies nor to preside over the
high priests quorum but every man in hisorarorder and place possesspossessing a portion of the
same priesthood accordingace to the gifts and
callingsnobneb to each does not this clear up thecaiticallisubsubjectec voices it does this will ex-
plain it to you soBO that you can understand it
when we find where our callings and posi-
tions are in the midst of the people of god
and every person willing to act in the dis-
charge of his duty there is enough for us all
todoto do every person can have all they desire
to do to promote the kingdom of god on the
earth they can exercise themselves in all
that god has granted to them to prove them-
selves worthy before god and the people

I1 will again refer to the office of a bishop
if you will look over the revelations and
search the scriptures you will find that the
office of bishop was bestowed upon aaron
moses half brother for certain services he
had performed which priesthood was to con-
tinue with aarosaaronsaaro s posterity we have not
the literal dedescendantsants of aaron in the church
to fill the bishopric but the church is mostly
composed of the literal descendants of abra-
ham isaac and jacob who are entitled to the
Melchi sedek priesthood that holds the keys
of all the priesthoodsboods eyerever delivered to the
children of men but we want bishops in
the church here are brethren settling in dif-
ferentf neighborhoods and we learn that the
office ef a bishop is to attend to the temporal
affairs of the church to see that thegge poor are
taken care of to see that the brethren judi-
ciously and wisely conduct themselves in the
capacity of a community the president of
the church cannot attend to these temporal
ataffairsrairs in all the different settlements and the
twelve apostles are away preaching and
the seventies are away preaching and the
high priests are scattered here and there
in their local capacity and we want men
who are literal descendants of aaron to act
in the priesthood to which pertains
the bishopric but we have not got them un-
der these circumstances we take a liiiiililbhighnighb
priest and ordaordainiu him to ththee office of a bishop
to which he isia not by lineage but ID

hisbis11 is callingal 1 ing be possesses the keys andan power
off tthe holy priesthood otof the sonsen of godgoa on
tthebe eaearthrah and this qualifies him to officiate
in all theth lesser offices wene take this man
and set him apart to be a bishop what
ordain a high priest to the lesser priesthood

call it though we
say we ordain you to be a bishop with our
hands upon your head it really and virtu-
ally meansmeana we betset you apart to officiate asaa
a bishop in the midst of the people of god
by virtue of your holy priesthood which iaito
after the order of Melchi sedek which isia after
the order of the son of god we set youyon
apart to officiateclate in this office of the
priesthood blessing you with all the keys and
authority of the samesamm this bishop can
call two men to be his counselors but it would
not be so if we hadbad a literal descendent of
aaron when we find such a man and he
is ordained to act or is set apart to act in his
lineal priesthood he is to all intents and pur-
poses a bishop and needs no counselors
this seems to be a great curiosity A man
who is a priest and cannot holdhoid any
higher office can preside as a bishop overaover a
community of people where he is appointed
to preside and dictate the temporal affairs of
the people of god and that too without a
counselor from among his brethren but a
high priest cannot act in this office without
two counselors Is not this a novel thing
a strange peculiarity it requires three high
priests to perform the duties fill the officeofficts
and attend to the callings of a literal des-
cendant of aaron who cannot hold a higher
illeilielilethpriesthoodth cod that is the order and what
josephejiu did is according to the revelation he
received

when we take a high priest and set him
apart to officiate in the office of a priest as a ff0
phiePriebror as a Bishop while he is acting in thisthia
caliecailecallingn do we expect him to officiate as a high
priestes f when bishop miller finds that tthea
seventies in his ward are teaching doctrine
that he does not believe in hebe has nothing
to do with the matter while acting in the ca-
pacityga city of a bishop heile would say 1I stanlstand
hereere as your bishop and I1 have nothing to
do with the doctrines you teach I1 cannot
control the higher priespriesthood while in my
present callingcalling I1 cannot officiate here as an
apostle as a revelatorrevelator as oreone who has au-
thority to say thus balthbaith the lord to thathe
dopledopiepeople concerning spiritual things the

doctrineottrine and covenants teach us who they
are to be decided by though br da
bishop should say nothing on controverted
pointspoints of doctrine yet he can meet with his
brethrenbrethren of the high priesthood who may be
in his neighborhood three high priests form
a quorum five form a quorum seven form a
quorum twelve form a quorum let a quo
rum of high priests go into an upper room
and there appear before the lordloid in the gar-
ments of the holy priesthood and offer up
before the father inin the name of jesusjebus the
signs of the holy priesthood and theirtheu ask
god to give concerning that doc-
trine and they have a right to receive it if
you cannot get the informationin formationmatlon in any other
way suppose you were upon the islands of
thewthemthe sea far away from the main body of thefhe
church you are entitled to the administration
of angels who administer in the terrestrial
kingdom and they havelave a right to receive ad-
ministrations from the celestial in this
capacity you could ask for revelations per-
taining to doctrine

in the capacity of a bishop has any person
a right to direct the spiritual affairs of the
kingdom of god no in that capacity hlahis
right is restricted to affairs in a temporal and
moral point of view ilehe has a right to deal
with the transgressor I1 do not care what
office0alice a transgressor bears in the church and
kingdom of god if he should be one of the
twelve apostles and come into a bishops
neighborhood and purloin his neighbors
goods defile hisbis neighbors bedor commit any
breach of the moral law the bishop has a
right to take that man before himself and
his counsel and there hold him to answer for
the crime he has been guilty of and deal with
him for his membership in the church and
cut himbim off from the church to all intents and
purposes to all time and eternity if he will
not make restitution and sincerely repent

what one of thehe seventies yesyea one
of the high priests yesyei one of the
twelve apostles yes any body that hap-
pens to come into his neighborhood and trans-
gress the moral law on the other hand can
the seventies try a bishop no can thothe
high priests try him no unless they call
twelve high priests in the capacity of a high
council aridarld then you must havenavehave the
dency of the priesthood to pre-
side over that council and there youyoucancan try
a bishop how curiously it is all woven toata
gether totd make the fabric so strong that no
one manorman or set of men can rend it asunder
the lord has so effectually wovenworen it for the
salvatisalvation of the people that it takes tremen-
dous to destroy it from the earth all
this IS designed to euardguard against evil A


