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Aposjaes brother lorenzo snow it
wewasa something to this effect that as
god now is we will be as manan is
god was it is very comprehensive
and we descend from this father we
are his offspring we possess his
attributes it is true they are not
developed but we possess them and
he desires to lead us forward until we
shall be like him this is the object
of the gospel

men talk about evolution this is
the true evolution belgbeing aach as we
are and developing and advancing and
progressing in that upward and on-
ward career until we shall become like
him in truth until we shall possess
the powers that he possesses and ex-
ercise the dominion that he now ex-
ercises this is the promise that is
held out to us it is an incentive to
faithfulness on our part talk about
sin talk about defilement talk about
committing oneones self who that
comprehends the nature of the prom-
ises that god holds out to us would
sacrifice them for sexual indulgence
or for indulgence of any kind we
talk about laying all that we have
upon the altar who would not give
everything they had for such glorious
promises and prospects as are held
out to the latter day saints I1 tentell
yon that no man or woman will ever
commit a sin knowingly who has a
true conception of the gospel of jesus
christ and the glorious future that
awaits the faithful they would shrink
from it with horror they would not
think of sacrificing such prospects for
so small a price whenever latter
day saints do commit sin it is because
they lose the spirit of god and they
are blinded for the time by their pas-
sions and by the deceitfulness of
satan we may things do inadvert-
ently and without thinking or when
we are not ffullyally conscious of the con-
sequences but no latter day saint
will deliberately commit sin in view of
these glorious blessings and promises
that god has extended unto us would
you do it if you knew that by denying
yourselves and making sacrifices of a
certain character you could gain an
earthly crown with great honor and
distinction among men there have
been thousands who have made all
kinds of sacrifices for this but who
shall compare this with the great glory
that god has in store for us who
shall compare it with the kingdoms
that god has promised unto us he
has promised us that we shall sit upon
thrones that we shall have crowns
and that we shall have a posterity as
numerous as the stars in heaven as
countless as the sand upon the sea
shore for said he 11 I seal upon you
the blessings of kingdoms of thrones
of principalities of powers and of
dominions I1 seal upon you the bless-
ingsings of abraham of isaac and of

jacob I1 sealiseal upon you the promise
that you shall come forth in the

morning of the first resurrection
clothed with glory immortality and
eternal lives these are the promises
that are made to the latter day sisaintsints
theae most of them have been sealed
upon your heads the lord promised
unto abraham that as the stars of

heaven were innumerable in multi-
tude and as the sand on the sea shore
was count leiss so his seed should be

that same promise has been sealed
upon your heads ye latter day saints
who have been faithful think of it
if men and women will make sacrifice
foi earthly thrones and for earthly
honorand will undergo all manner of

peril and encounter every conceivable
danger for the sake of earthly reward
what shall be said of us who have
these great promises made to us
what sacrifice is there that we should
not be willing to make can you
think of anything in view of what
god has promised to us no I1 feel

sure that there is not one in this
congregation who understands the
nature of these promises and who
has partakenpartakerpar taken of the powers of the
world to come who will not willingly
make any sacrifice

but says one suppose an objec-
tor were to talk to us about this he
would talk very differently to what we
do he would tell us that we were de-
ceived in all these things

our opponents endeaendeavor to destroy
our faith by ridiculing it they think
that our doctrines are very strange
butarebut are they any more strange than
things which are believed in by the
christian world what is the faith of

the christian world concerning the
god whom they worship they wor-
ship and worship truly jesus christ
as their god who waswaa jesus christ
why he is called the babe of beth-
lehem he was once a babe then
yes he was born of the virgin
mary there is a arge class of
christians who adore and pray to the
virgin mary in order thalthai she may
intercede with her divine son in their
behalf they render her vows and
adoration they implore her interces-
sion and ask her to mediate for them
with her divine son who is this
divine son jesus christ was he
the son of god bornbom of a woman
yes well then if one god was born
of a woman why not other gods be
bornboin of women Is he the exception
to the entire race Is he the only
being born of woman that can attain
to the godhead that is not logical
it is not reasonable to suppose this

now we are told that there is no
such thing as pro existence that our
spirits came into existence just as we
were bornbom into the earth or a few min-
utes before that this eternal spirit that
we possess never had a beginning un-
til a few minutes before our birth this
toIs the doctrine that is believed by the
christian world and the idea of pre
existenceexistenoe laIs ridiculed yet it is ridi

caled in face of the great and incon-
trovertibletro fact that jesus who was the
son of god who was god himself
was born of a woman when jesus
said 1 I am that I1 am when he ap-

peared unto the brother of jared
when he appeared unto moses heS
was doubtless then at the full stature
of a man yet he was bornbom of A

woman I1 do not wonder at paulsay-
ing great is the mystery of godli-
ness god manifested in the flesh

it is a mystery to human beings for
they do not comprehend these things
but if jesus who was at one time at
the full stature of a man waswaa conalcom-
pressed that he could enter the world
as an infant is it unreasonable to say

that the restreit of mankind could be bornboal
in that way I1 think not it appears
to me that if jesus could be born that
way we could be that our spirits
could be compressed although WOwe

might be six feet six inches in height
or weigh pounds so as to be born

Aas a little infant it is a strange thing P

to statestale but because we do not under
stand all things shall we reject truths
or shall we wait until a full rrevelationve la tion
comes to us I1 am reminded of a8
circumstance which illustrates this to

some extent on one occasion jesus
went into the country of the Gada renes
while there he was met by a lunatic
who worshippedworshipped him and said unto
him I1 what have I1 to do with theetthee
jesus thou son of the most high godod

I1 adjure thee by god that thou tor-
ment me not jesus undertook to

eastcast the devil out of the man he waswa

a violent devil he could not be 1

bound with chains nor with fetters 008

powerful was he when jesus asked
him his name he said my name is

legion for we are danyl 1 I jesus wa

about to cast the devils out when they
besought him that they might enter
into a large herd of swine that wasw

close by jesus gave this permission
and the devils entered the swine aanoad

the whole herd ran violently down a8 f
steep place into the sea and were j
drowned just think of it A
being possessed of a legion of devibai

what are these spirits according t

that which has been revealed to its8 4
they were in form like unto us satB

at the great controversy which too

place in heaven they espoused to
4

plan of lucifer the son of the mo
of

ing a mighty angel in the presence
god they took sides with hia

and against tilet 4
against the father
son jesus christ As a pun ishm
for that they lost their first esotoefat

they were not permitted to take towtab

anacles they were cast out of hescobeav
one third we are told of the whole

hosts of heaven and they becaj j
angels to the devil and from that dayw i

until the present they have been WOOy
dering about in the earth temp id
the children of men seeking toltx lea

them astray infusing into their beaw

rebellion and disobedience so


