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and dignity, and become degenerate
#lso. These obvious truths should
be regarded while studying, and
tracing to their source, the native
American dialects.

What the spoken langunge of the
Jaredites was cannot now be deter-
mined, Jts last nccents were lost
When thelips of Coriantumr elosed in
death. It would,thercfore,be fruitless
labor to attempt to find in existing
Londian tongues any traces of words
8poken by that most ancient people.
We must confine investigntions for
philological concordances with the
Book of Mormeon to the discoveries
of the most primitive relies of en-
gravings. sculptures, hieroglyphics,
ll;:ch)gmphe and other written sym-

is.

The Nephite colony had become
modernized with respect to the na-
tions of greater antiguity; they did
Dot speak or write according to the,
then, ancient style, Nephi, the
Probahle introducer of the second
brinch of the Scmitie family of
langunges into A merica, used what
was called ‘“Reformed Egyptian”’|
{Book of Mormon, p. 570). He, and
the subseq uent historinns undersiood
Hebrew also, and would have used
it In engraving their metallic leaves,
but the Reformed Egyptian was
briefer and occupled less space. It
8 true that the Ncphite prophet
Mosinh copled the Jaredite records,
and he wrote in his native tongue;
but it must be remembered that,like
the modern prophet, he transiated
the record by the Urim and Tum-
Iim,

A vast amount and variety of
engraved and inscriptinl matter have
been brought to light in America
during the last fifty yoars. Some of
the hicroglyphical characters, and
which have the appearance of the
Erentest antiquity, show groat skill
and refined taste in the artist; while
Bpeclmens of later date, and to
which the pgenernl name of picto-
Erphs is applied, are clumsy and
Tude, and show lack of culture and
skill. This is accounted for on the
pl'lncipla above aluded to; that
litorature and the fine arta decline
With the increase of national and
racial degeneracy.

HBome of the pictographic work
tan be consistently attributed to the
8ncestors of existing Indian tribes.
43 this rude style of writing has end-
lesy varfety,

A book was published recently in
London by Remy and Benehly, en-
titled “A Journey to Salt Lake

IC“.V,” in which appears the follow-
llg:

“The rocks around Salt Lake are

covered with sculptures which re-
mind one of those of Egypt; some of
the human figures are life size, in-
ciged in hlue granite. The height of
some of them would suggest that
some disturbance of the surrounding
country had taken place since the
work wns done, as they are thirty
feet above the present level of the
ground beneath them.”’ (Vol ii,
p. 862.)

Another writer
graved relles found in Pern and
Chili speaks thus:

“These represent men,

describing en-| historical

some of I
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belong to times coeval with the
most ancient inhabitants of these
countries.

The Book of Mormon testifies that
Amecerica was first colonized by
representatives of those races at
the date of building the ““Great
Tower.”” The Book of Mormon is
sustained and proven to be a true
record by scientistsy but
they are unintentional witnesses,
which adds weight and conclusive-
neas to their unwitting confirma-

which arethirty feet high; animals, | gona,

chiefly dogs and lnmas; plants, and
inanimnate oljecta. One block of
granite 12 feet square, near Macaya,
known by the name m La Fiedra
del Leon, is londed with very an-
clent sculptures. The most im-
Pormnt group represents a strufgle
etween o man a puma. At

““The poet’’ rang of ‘‘Sermons in
stones and good in everything.”
Surely these stones are preaching

| most eloquent and impressive dis-

courses, and it may be there Is

_| yood In the stolid prejudices ngainst

sodos it is no longer animate objects, | the Book of Mormon, and its ob-
but geometrical flgures, such a8|geurity; for if its contents were bet-

circles or
met with.

paca,

liarellelogmms that are
n the province of Tara-
considerable surfaces are

ter and more extensively known,
perhaps the learned ones might not

covered, not enly with figures of | labor so effectively to establish ita
men and animals, most of them of | truth and divinity.

remarkable execution, but also with
characters which appear to be writ-
ten vertically. The lines are from
12 to 1B feet high, and each eharnc-
ter is several inches in depth. Be-
tween Mendozn and I.a DPunts,
Chili, is a lnrge pillar, on which are
letters; they represent Chinese, or
Egyptinn characters.” (DPre-his.
Am., p. 4$65.)

In the Argentine Republie, Prof.
Laberani discovered inscriptions of
objects of various combinations,
animate and inanimate; geometri-
cal figures, with hnes of dots cecur-
ing at intervals in different orders
and arrangements, and repeated,
thus showiug a complete system of
written language, purcly Oriental in
character. Ameghino says: ““I con-
si Jer these inseriptions to indicate o
complete system of writing, made
up partly of figures and gymbolical
characters; perpetuated far friom the
district where it first came into vx-
istence.”?

It Is certain that in the 16th cen-
tury, the Peruvians were acquainted
with no system of writing. For
the ordinary purposes of life they
used quipos, strings of varying
length, on which were knotted a
ceriain number of threads. The color
of these thremdls, thelr number and
distances from eacli other, had a
significence, sometimes historical,
and sometimes mathematienl.

Philologists claim that the root
and inflection of words proclaim
their parentage and origin. A
cloud of witnesses testify that in-
dubitahile features of the language,
manner of sculpture and writing,
peculiar to Egypt, and countries of
still greater antiguity, cxist in
Amerlea; and that these symbols
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[7' be continued.]
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EUROPEAN TOPICS,

PR

When one, sitting down in Central
Europe, reads o German account of
French politics or o Freneh account
of Amerlcan politics, one scarcely
knows which is the worst; and it is
guite refreshing by way of relief to
take up Prince Bismmck’s organ,
Der Nord Algemeine Zeitung, and
see that there 18 n conunotion of
popular leaders in conservative old
Guermany. For the first time, per-
haps, In the memory of ‘‘the oldeat
inhabitant,” the working mnsses are
making themselves heard.  Also,
from time to time, the British press
bemonns the degradation of French
and American polities; and in this
relation it 18 positively amusing to
see with what glee and unction the
Daily News makes politieal eapital
of Lord 8Salisbury’s hlunders.

In Paris, nay in all the capitalsof
Europe, the success of the Russinn
lean 1s the *‘topic’’ of the hour.
There has heen no financial event
so notable since the paying of the
German indemnity in 1871. Then
France was so harried by the Sedan
and Commune reverses, that she
threatened to be among the bank-
rupt nations. The result of the
subscriptions in 1871 was the glory
of France and the remorse of Ger-
many; for it was then shown that so
far ns patriotism and money are con-
cerned the German demand of five
thousand miltlon doliars might as
well have been fifty thousand mil-
lions. Renlly, the vitality of the



