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we have
I1

mmanifestedan infestedifested ilonaionupon this suesubject4
but titimeme is provingimproving that we weree rigrightb t
and it is much better that we shshould1d
learn the correctness of ouiour policy andaud
course as we do than by dear bought
experience t

we have invested largely in lielhelpingping
our co religionists to immigrate thetherere
is no community on the continent ororinin
the world which for its 13numbersumbers has
spent as much means in immigration as
ours the results of this policy appear
more visibly todayto day than thyth y ever did
before and every aliryear will add to
their importance everyvery industri-
ous prudent man woman or child
brought to this country is an increase
of wealth to the commonwealth and
the benefit is feltreltfeltroto a greater or less ex-
tent by every citizen population of
the right character is what is needednee ded
to make utah territory as well as ev-
ery other country similarly situated
great prosperous and wealthy and we
are pleasedpieased to know that this kind of
capital is being increased among us by
every proper Inethod

TRITHE GIFT T SYSTEM
4ji 1

IT has become very fashionable of late
throughout the eastern states when
parties wish to obtain an extensive sale
ofsome article which they desire to dis-
pose of to offer as an inducement to
purchasers a gift of some kind there
are book stores in the eastern cities con-
ducted upon this plan whereofreif a person
purchasepur 1hase a book will receive withwit hitasbtag a
gift apiecepiece9 of jewelry of trifling value
but hi is in the publication off news
papers magazines and other periodicals
thatthit the gift business flourishes great
inducements are held out foto persons to
raise clubs and though in many in-
stancesstanceisceia a person sending but two sub-
scriptionsscriptions will receive what is called a
premium it is those who send in
a large amount who receive the largelargo
prizes or gifts almost every conceiv-
able article is offered as a premium
those sending small amounts are gener-
ally offered newspapers magazines
books engravings plated knives and
forks aandnd spoons and cheap jewelry gen-
erally while those who send larger
amounts have articles of greater value
offered to them such as watches sewing
machines pianos organs melodeonsmelodeons
reapersreaders and mowers ploughshs ac the
person who gets up the club and sendsbends
on the names receives the pkpremiumyinlum
and in some neighborhoods these peo-
ple whowh tempted by the offer of the
premium desire to getjet up these clubs
become great bores through pestering
families to subscribe for the periodicals
which they wish to circulate they
get all the advantage while the sub-
scriber only receives his paperpapery or
magazineoreon whatever he may subscribe
for

it is no more than right that agents
who secure subscribers forfonforafonaa paper or
magazine should get pay for their labor
but the premiums offered by publica-
tions who have recourse to this method
exceed in value thetho mere pay for the
work performed jfif these premiums
merely paid menmentorfonfor their labor there
would not be so many engage in get-
tingtincupup clubs but they are tempting
because of their value and they induce
persons to exert themselves to canvass
their neighborhoods

the practice is an incorrect one and
it isis really unjust to the mass of the
subscribers it is upon the principle of
a raffle or a lottery A number ofor per-
sons combine togethertoo ether and subscribe
small sums each whickwhichwhich in the aggre-
gate amount to considerable each ani-
mated by the hope that he will draw the
prize heire iiss willing to gamble that
amount for the chance and if he should
bebd so lucky as to win and draw the prize
he obtains an article for which he paid
no fair equivalent but which the un-
lucky ones have more than paid for
that is the case with a lottery or a
raffieraffle our legislature hashits wisely
stamped such transactions as illegal

the premium business for periodicals
is not conducted exactly in this manner3

yet it amounts in fact to the same
thing valuable premiums are given
which the men who raise the clubs do
not legitimately earn but which the
subscribers really pay for the fairer
way would be to puputt the pricepride of the
periodical down to a 1livivingrate

these remarks have been called forth
by the recent announcement that every
holierholler of a ticket for a lecture which Is
to be delivered in this city on wednes-
day evening will be entitled to an ar-
ticle of some kind the most valuable of
which will be a silver plated tea
set we do not like to see this
practice adopted here from the abil-
ity of the lecturer we think such a
method of securing an audience annec

I1

essary biellebetterr far to reduce the price
I1

of adadmission and let the value of these
articles be equally divided among the
patrons of the lecture by charging a
lo10lowerq pricerice for tickets we are con-
vincedvinceatthathat this would meet with more
general favor 0i I1 I1
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we meet 1together from time to timeagetherto hear of thingsn gs pertaining to the
kingdom of god on the earth we have
our own peculiar views in relation to
many things that occupy the minds of
men and we have been in the habit of
investigating the principles ofdf the gos-
pel and purour minds are more or lessjess oc-
cupied withpith affairs connected with the
welfare of humanity whether associated
with thetho present life1116 or that which is to
come

there laiaia14 a common tendency in the
minds of men generally to take very
little tttk tibleuble inlin relation to religiousreligions mat-
ters andanil men of all nations seembeem more
disposed to let others think and act for

iiiin suchpuch mattesmatters than to do so for
themselves henceholice thosethosa who are disedist
posed to prey upon thetha credulous have
every opportunity to accomplish their
ends another point ukonuponupon which men
do not reflect uch is tiiethe fact that be-
tween this and the spirit world there is14

aveilveilvell drawn which can only be pene-
trated through the medium which the
scriptures unfolduntold there we are told
that no man can understand the things
of god biltbut by the spirit ofgod hence
though men may reason upaupon natural
principlespios and speak logically on most
of the common affairs of life when they
attempt to investigate the principles of
religion andhud the nature of our relation-
ship to god they seem to be at a loss
and not being willingvilling an the oneon hand
to acknowledge thelitheir owa weaknesswd akness
ignorance and imperfection nor on the
other hand to acknowledge jahehe hand of
the almighty they know not what
course to pursue on account of these
various feelings in the world a great
many errors of every kind have crestin
and have led the human mind astray
the christian portion of the world areard
apt to look with contempt upon what is
called the heathen and wonder howhovy
men possessing any degreedegreeff dfof intelli-
gencegencegenee can be led to nip stocklandstocks and
stones and gods of their own making
yet millions under the influence of

raft do this and they think they
I1 lireare right and that they are on the high
road to heaven the christian world
todtoo feel that it is atiallali rightnight with them in
preferencedeference to a future life in fact they
feel in respect to religious mattersmattensrs
abbat as the athenians did about the
goddess dana that she hudhad descended
fromirom heaven and that all the world
knew it the various sectsgeets of chec risrig
tian world methodists baptists pres
byte rians episcopaliansEpiscopalianslans church of
rom0 and iotherotherssnobnono matterkattef wwhalwhathat their
pepeculiarpecullarbullar creeds or forms of worship may
be entertain the idea that they areafo all
on the highway to heaven they build
magnificent churches and payray thou-
sands of ministers they alq also very
zealous in missionary labors and contri-
bute largely for the support of charitable
institutions but ifera very few of them
who reflect upon first principles
they do not like to trouble themselves
on buchsuch matters

I1 havehilve traveled a great deal and have
come in contact with professors ofeveaveeverylizcreed but they almost invariably likeilke
to assume without contradiction that
they are right and that their fathers be-
fore them were they do not like the
idea to be entertained for a moment that
the principles doctrine and ordinances
they believe in and obey may be wrong
or that there is any possibility of the
whole so called christian church hav-
ing departed from the faith and ordin-
ances as laid down in the gospel by
jesus christ

the methodists for instance could
not for a moment suppose that john
wesley was not competent to judge all
mattersnatnal ers ppertainingertaI1nI1ng to salvation wes-
leyanaeYEln mministersin ers will hardly permit his
doctrines to be questioned they must
be swallowed without investigation
in fact I1 have heard some of them say
that he was a man of such erudition
talent and piety that they would not
have his doctrines questioned in their
hearing the protestant Germangermanssandand
a great many others are just the same
with regard to luther yotyet in some of
his ideas and principles the great eere

former was as foolish hassaanyny other man
ththee scotch are da good deal so with
john knox they think that he wa
everything good praiseworthy and ami-
able and in fact that he was the pink
of perfection the roman Catholiccatholicsi
will not for a moment admit that thethey
are not the true ehurchchurch and they wiliwilpwin
maintain that they have held the keys
of the kingdom of heaven from the
days of peter until now and that they
still have thethel pure doctrines of the gos-
pel and have power to bindhind on earth
and in heaven and to loose on earth and
in heaven you may ask a great many
who have seceded from the Churchunchurchchoicholof
rome and you would find that they
have similar ideas about their own in-
fallibility only they are a little bebettertter
than those from whom they seceded
they have made some improvements
and are a little nearer the celestial
kingdom

feelingsPeelings of this kind obtain not only
among religionists but also among pphil-
osophers

hilhiihll
fortor some christian philoso-

phers have brought in14 philosophy to their
aid in order to prove the truth of thetha
christian religion paley and dick
very prominent christian philosophers
havehavo examined the works of nature
and have endeavored to prove that the
god of nature who controlled all these
these things must besbeabo A being full of
lovejove intelligence and power in their
investigations they have examined thetha

lesllesiical and visceral systems of
manmim beasts birdsbirda and inainginfectsdesanddes and havehava
deduced manxmany arguments
which are interesting and
iblealedle but when they apply their rea-
soning to the christian religion they

wallowswallow it at oheone gulpguip without investi-
gation their arguments go to protproveV

the existence of a supreme being a
wod burtheybut they do not prove the truthqor falsity of the christian orof anyaily other
system of religion they have nothing
at all to do with them

peoplepeppie generally are apt to accept the
various religious systems of the day
without reasoning or investigation
when I1 was a little boy I1 used to pon-
der over such things and I1 do Wso still
findingvinding myself an inhabitant of the
worldoridorld surrounded by ten thousand con-
flictingflicking opinions on religiousreligions sub-
jects

1 l

I1 want to know what ia
truth who has it in his possession
where shall we find it ifI1 werevero among
thefhe heathen and had been taught to
worship an alligator I1 hould nutnot think
itt right to worship a catdat and if it was
ight to worship a cat it would not be

fa6 worship a bull and if a bull it would
abot be to worship a snake and if a snake
it would notnol be to worship a monkey
and if a monkey it would not bebo to
worship sun moon or stars were I1
hummumamong the christians I1 would think if
theithe b-aptists are right the presbyteriansrians
areiare not if the presbyteriansrians are right
then the baptists are not if the church
Englandof Jis right thentheothothe others aregre
wrong if the roman catholics are right
then others are wrong and if any of
the othersotiler are right the roman catho-
licllesiles ardare wrong I1 cannot conceive of
two ways to go to heaven and both
rightbight I11 cannot think of a god of in-
telligencetelligencegenee who has created the whole
human famfamilyllyily anaand who hashad organized
every living thing and adapted them
to the varied positions which they oc
cupy beingboink the author of the confusion
that exists in the world in relation to
the forms of worshiplp butiabut if god is not
the author of it who is where did it
come from I1 know that men general-
ly are not inclined foto investigateinvest igata these
subjects

when I1 waswag a boy I1 used to be con-
nected with the church of england
theirsheirs is a pleasant kind of religion I1
liked itvery well when I1 was connect-
ed with it they pay the parson for
preaching and pay the clerk for saying

amen no difficulty about
ter everythingeveryeveny thing moved along pleasantly
nobody0 ody thought of questioning the
parharparsonon they considered the whole
system correct and that they were all
on the way to heaven the roman
catholics feel a good deal the same
way only their religion is not quite so
easy they have to do penance some-
times if they do wrong they may get
absolution but they have to pay for it

in talking with church of englandjsnJUn gianaglana
ministers I1 have sometimes asked them
where they got their authority from
that is a kind of question they harhardlyadly

deem admissible but thetheyy would say
1 I well if we must confess we got it from
the romanboman catholics where did
they get it from from peter but
unfortunately you episcopaliansEpiscopal ians say
that the romanboman catholics are in error

yes they are in error well if that
be the case how could they confer
power upon you do not the scriptures
say if a tree lais bad its fruits willbe bad

oh say they they might retain

theirtwerp powerowereevenven if tiltheyey hadbad I1ostlost theltthein1

virtue 0 indeedd you admit that
much well if they had power ioto bind
on earth and to bind in heaven they
hadpower to loose on earth and to loose in
heaveneaven and if they hadfiad howertopower to give
the priesthood they hadbad power to take
itife awawayay and if they cut you off you
have no authority they do not likeilke
to reason upon these things but I1 do I1
likeilke to know the chya and where-
fores in all such things and to under-
stand their foundation especially in
matters pertaining to maidsmans eternal
welfare I1 have generally taken thathem
liberty of applying the word of god to
principles of religion whether taught
by the methodists church of englengienglandMO
roman catholics or any others andwid
when mormonism was presented to
me my first inquiry was is it scriptu-
ral is it reasonable and philosophical
this is the principle I1 would act upon
to day no matter how popular the
theories or dygmas preached might be
I1 would not accept them unless they
were strictly in accordance with the
scriptures reason and common bensesensesensebense

I1 used to be told when investigating
religious principles that it was danger-
ousaustoto do so and I1 had better let them
alone but I1 did not think so I1 believebelleve
it is good to investigate and prove all
pi sciples that come before me prove
all things hold fast that which is good
and reject that which Is evil no matter
what guise it may come in I1 think if
we as mormonscormonsMormons hold principles that

1 eancan nohnot be sustained by the scriptures
landand by goodgool sound reason and philoso-
phy the quickerquicken we papart with them thewe
betterbotter nolo matter who believes inili them
or who does not indi every principle
presented to us our first inquiry should
be I1 Is it truey I1 does it emanate from
from god ifhe is its author it can
be sustained just as much as any other
truths in natural philosophyjphI1lo10 saphy ffalsefaiseaIQ e 1itt
should be opposed findalid exposed just ass
much as any other error hencerence uponu on
all suehsuch matters we wish to go bacrback to
first principleprinciplesfi

if llanaham a nianman where did I1 coinecolnecome
from and what is the nature of my ex-
istence anndarid being hereliere I1 want infor-
mationmlatlon on these points if anybody can
give it if I1 hadlied an exexistence before I1
came asre I1 want to know something
about it if therelthere is a god and anybody
on the earth ever knew anything aboutabou
him I1 want to krknoov something abouabout
him if there are wise intelligent and
learned men anywhere who can tellteil
me adythanything aaboutbout himm about my own
existence andangd fufuture destinytiny I1 wantwant tot01
know it these desires are reasonable
chyrhywhy should they not be gratified you
go to the heathen and inquire about
god and they have thousands of them
in every form go to thetho christians
and they have one godgoa butbub he has
neither body parts nor passions his
presence is everywhere but he exists
nowhere they have never heard nor
beeneen him and they do not know any-
body whoghoho averever did not even their miniminmint I

aisters whom they claim present
god they are equally as ignorant inah
geistrelationan to their own existence and thewe
ends of their creation they say they
are going to heaven but all they can
telltelite I1 youvou about it is thatthaith t it is beyond thethe
bounds of time and space

this kindhina of doctrinedodtpineTine does not sulsuittindme
t can readnad in the scriptures that men
usedwed to converse with god and that an 4

gelsgela conversed with them that others
nadaadhad visions and could read the purposes
ofbf god as they were unfolded before
them bat come to the present day
when according to their own accountaccounts
the most intelligent people that ever
were upon the earth are now in exist-
ence and they know nothing about godgoa
or his purposes I1 care nothing about
suehguch knowledgknowledgee and wisdom in the
language of tzetuethe old prophetet I1 say I1 I1 mynry
soul enter not thou into their secret 1 1I
want something that lais intellectual and
true and that will bear investigation

when I1 turn to the gospel as taught
by jesus I1 find that he sent his disciples
into all the world and commanded them
to preachpreaenthe gospel to every creature
sayingbayings y 1ng he that belibellbelievetheveth and is bap-
tizedtazed shall be saved buthe that belibellbelievetheveth
not shallshail be damned this gospel was
no pliant thing as in this day that
men could receive or reluse as ineyiuey
pleased or that they could tinker to suit
thenhtheft own notions but when preached
it involved the salvation or damnation
of those who heard it

when the apostles commenced to
preach the gospel jesus said it was ne-
cessary for him to go away for if he
went away he would send them the
comforter the holy spirit which
should call all things to their remem-
brance and show them things to come
this was sorsolsomething very Impimportant a

1 religion that would do this was a reli
gion fit for immortal men why should


