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aurtherfurtherer it is by taking up little odd
texts that mistakes are often madmade0
and incorrect ideas conveyed wenye
must take the whole tiling to ascer-
tain what intendedis14 and rightly
divine the word of truth

the presidency of the high
priesthood after the order of melalel
ehichi sedek have a right to officiate in
alallail the offices in the church

now will you show me an office
OPor calling or duty or responsibility
temporal or spiritual that does not
come under this statement from
this I1 think this presidency have
something to do with the bishops
and temporal things as well as with
the Melchisedek priesthood and spi-
ritual things and with all things
pertaining to the interests and well
lare of zion that is the way I1 un-
derstandderstand these matters I1 could
enter very elaborately into these
questionsfiest ionslons butI1 do not purpose to do
so thevenotthethere not being time but this
is the position they occupy

high priests after thetue order of
the Melchisedek priesthood have a
right to officiate in their own stand-
ing under the direction of the presi-
dency in administering spiritual
things and also in the office of an
elder Priepries t of the levi orderonder
teacher deacon and memberrnember etc

this shows really in as few words
athea the matter could be conveyed to
your understanding the way thatgod has appointed for the governing
of those affairs in his clicilchurch andV ringKingkingdomdomdow without entering elabor-
atelyatel into detail

when we have a stake organiza-
tiondionasas you have here the presi-
dency of the stake presides ovoverovenar all
bishops Ccouncils andallandaliand allail au-
thoritiesthorlties of the stake the several
bishops1 preside over their respective
wards and manage their af un
derdenscribethe direction of the stake presi-
dency who in their office and calling
tire responsible to the first presi-
dencylency of the church the bishops
are also under the direction of pre-
siding bishop hunter in all affaaffairsairs
connected with the temporal interintel
eesta43 of the church and ashbishopap1
J feriter is under the direction of the
firstpresidency the priest-
hood being an appendage to the meliniel
chisedek priestFriestpriesthoodhood it is how-
ever the special duty of theathe A aronio
Pest hood to attend to10 temporal
matters but then the first presi-
dency presides overallover ailall bishops all
presidents all authorities andaud last-
ly god presides over all

we are sometimes fond that
is ome of us are of talking about
our authority it isais a thing I1 catieeftiecare
very little about IteliteiI1 tellteillyouyou what I1
want to do ilif I1 can I1 want to know
tho willwiil of god so that I1 may do it
and I1 do not want to dictate or dom-
ineer or exercise arbitrary control
then again all men ought to be un-
der proper control to the presidency
and priesthood presiding over them
HU I1 were a bishop I1 should A ant to
know what1 the president of my
stake desired and I1 houldshould confer
with him and if there was any-
thing which bishop hunter was
interested 1 should want to know
hisWs mind

I1 will read a little further with re-
gard to thisthia subsubjectjentofof priesthood

frilowhow ionlonionglong can rolling waters re
main impure what power shall stay
the heaheavensveilsvelis As well mirmilmightlit man
stretch forth hisbig puny arm to stop
the missouri river in its decreed
course or to turn it up stream aa to
hinder the almighty from pouring
down knowknowledgelede from heaven upon
the heads 0 the nitterlitter day saints
behold there are many calledwiled but
few are chosen and why are they
not chosenen because their beartaheartsi

are setret so much upon the tttl ingsinga of
this world and aspire to the honorsonora
offenofmenmenwen

now 1I wish you Vta
lar notice of this you elderseidersjers yousou
high erlpriestsestsegts you seventy aidald
you priests teachers andanti deacondeacons
and all menwen holding alleAjie priesthood

that they do nano leam this onone
iesjeslessoniouloujon that the rights of the priest-
hood are inseparably connected with
the powers of heaven and that the
powers of heaven carlicarlycannotlotlat be control-
led norno handled only upon tiletiie prin-
ciples of righteousness and not up
ananyonan otherothen principleprin ale and when
anybody steps aaside from that and
acts upon a unrighteous-
ness the result willwillbebe atas is sstatedtated in
thatiiatifa contacontest n I1 that they
msty be eowcowconferred upon us
it is true but when waawaow un

to covercoven mojir sins or01
to gratify ou htide our vain am
bition or to ebereexe ieejee or do-
minion or fi upon the
souls 0 the children of men in any
degree of behold

withdraw themselves
the spirit of the lordlond0 isis graved and
when itibb is withdrawnni imenamen to the
priesthood 07 tf h

man that is the result of wrong-
doingd0in that is the of pervert-
ingng the authority that god has con-
ferredfe red uponupon us to our personpersonalal ends
and to gratify our own ambition

Behold lere lielle 3 iwateehelielsis left unto
himself to kickhick against11 the pricks to
persecute the saints and to nightfight
against god can they thwart the
purposes of god no they are as
harmless as babies he that sits in
the heavens laughs at them and all
men holding the priesthood of the
son of godgoa care nothing about their
fulminations and thothe efforts they
make to hinder the progress of truth
in the earth borallfor allail theythem can do we
know will be overruled for our good
they are going the down ard road
that leads to death and I1 y and by
they will have their reward we
would like to see it otherwise but
we cannot that is one of the things
th y bavehave to see to themselves it
belongs to us to be true to god anandd
to our priesthood and all will be
well with us

again we quote winvewe have learned
byradby sad experience that it is the na-
ture and disposition of almost all
men as soon asps they get a little au

i dhoritythority as they suppose they will
immediately begin to exerciseexercise un-
righteous dominion hence many
are called but few are chosen no
power or influence can or ought to
bpbo maintainedmaintainedbyby virtue of the priest
hood oilonlyay by persuasion by long suf-
fering bygentleness and meekness
and by love unfeignedmifeigned by kindness
and pure knowledge which shailshall
greatly enlarge the soul without
hypocrisy and without guile re-
provingprovi rigtig betimes with shsharnargnessness
when moved upon by the holy
ghost and then showing forth after-
wardswardswands an increase of love toward
him whom thou liastllast reproved lest he
esteem thee to be his enemy that
he emaymay know that thy faithfulness
is stronger than the cords of death
let thy dowels also be full of chari-
ty towards all men and to the
household of faith and let virtue
garnish thy thoughts unceasingunceasingly9ly
th en shall thy eonconconfidencefltienceolence wax strong
in the presence of god and the doc-
trine of the priesthood shall distildastil
upon thy soul as the dewsdems from hea-
ven the holy ghost shall be thy
constant companion and thy
tre an unchanging sceptre of right-
eousness and truth and thy domin-
ion shall beanbe an everlasting dominion
and without compulsory means it

shall flow unto thee for ever and
21ever

what a beautiful state of things
god presents to us shall we try toto
live it or shall we takfourtake our own way
and pursue our own course thee
thinthiuthings14 are beautiful when we reflect
upon them we all know they are
true and they are principles which
recommend themselves to our
hearts letivet us try then and live
them

there are other orders of the
priesthood we have elders and
they have their duties to perform
which I1 do not propose to talk about
now and we have our priests
teachers and deacons all of whom
hold important positions and all
should seek to magnify their
calling and what should they do
I1 will tell you a circumstance that
took place with me upwards of 40
years ago I1 was living in canada
at the time and was a traveling
elder I1 presided over a number of
the churches in that district of coun-
try A difficulty exiexlexistedstoid ininaa branch
of thethib church and steps were taken
to have the matter brought before
me for settlement I1 thought very
seriously about it and thought it
a very insignificant affair because
we ought to soar things
and walk on a higher pianeplane for we
are the children of golgoa andpud should
be willing to suffer wrong rather
than do wrong to yield a good deal
to our brethrenbretliren for the sake of peace
and quietness and to secure and
promote good feelings among the
saints at that time E did not have
the experienceeapermence I1 now have and yet
I1 do not know that I1 could do anany-
thing

y
better than I1 did then be-

fore going to tbthee trial I1 bowed before
the lord and sought wisdom from
him to conduct the affair aright for
I1 euidnd the welfare of the people at
heart when we hadhal assembled I1
opened the meeting with prayer
and thentilen called upon a number of
those present to praypr ay they did so
and thethagentspiritb art of God rested upon us
1I couldcou ld perceiveprep e that a good feeling
existed in the hearts of those who

i had come to present their grievancesgrievancesi
and I1 told them to bring forward
theathen case nutrut them said they hadbad
not anything to bring forward the
feelings andand spirit they had been in
possessionpossess fon of had left them the
spirit of god had obliterated these
feelings out of their heartsheart and they

knewknow it wiswaswas right for them to for-
give oneane aetheranotheryou priests teachers and dea-
cons seek unto the lorlandLordand he will
bless you and you myray brethren
when the teachers visit you do not
think that you are high priests and
that they are only teachers hardly
worthy of your attention theythis are
your teachers and you should re-
verence them and ifyou expect to
be hoilhotihonoredored in your calling you must
honor them in theirs when the
teachers come to visit me I1 am
pleased to seepee them and I1 call to-
gether the members of my family
that may be in the house at the
time to hear what heythey have to
saypay to us and I1 tell them to talk
freely and plainly to us to myself
my wives and childrenchildreii in other
words to do their duty as teachers
and then I1 will helpheip them to carry
out their instructions this is how
I1 feel towards our teachers the
eye cannot say to tiie ear we have
noneennoneed of thee neither the head to
the feet I1 have no need of theetilee for
if one odtheofthe members suffer all the
other members suffer with it and if
one member rejoice all the other
Inembersmembers partake of the bamesamesame feel
ing consequently I1 feel in dulyduty
bound to attend to these things

we have here our relief societies
and they have done a good workwory
and people are desirous to know
something of these organizations I1
was in nauvoo at unothethe time the
relief society waswag organized by the
prophet joseph smith and I1 was
present on the occasion at a late
meeting of the soesocsocietyvelyvelv held in salt
lake city I1 was present and I1
from a record called the book
of the law of the loretheLord the minutes
of that meeting at that meeting
the prophet called sister emma to
be an electcleet lady that means that
she was called to a certain work
and that was in fulfillmentfulfilment of a cer-
tain revelation concerning her she
was elected to preside overoven cheridthe rel-
ief society and she waswag ordaordainedbledbied to
expound the scriptures in ccom-
pliance with bro josephsjoseph request
I1 set her apart and alsoaiso ordained
sister whitney wife of bishop
newel K whitney and sister
cleveland wife of judge cleveland
to be her counselors some of the
sisters have thought that thesee sis-
ters mentioned were inin this ordina-
tion ordained to the priesthood
and for the information of all inter

ested in this subject I1 will sayeay it is
not the calling of these sisters to
hold the priesthood only I1 in con-
nectlectionn with their husbands theythek
beingbein one with their husbands sis-
ter emma was elected to expound
tilothe seriserlscripturestures and to preside over
the reliefreliefbelief society then sisters

yandand cleveland werevere or-
dained to the samekame office and I1
think sister ellzaeliza R snow to be
secretary A short time ago I1 at-
tended a meeting infaltin saltsait lake city
where sister snow and sister whit
new were set apart I1 happened to
be the only memberof
town at the time the other mem-
bers of the quorum being unavoida-
bly absent I1 went to this meeting
and set apart sister whitney and
sister snow who were two of
those I1 set apart some 40 years agoagg
in nauvoo and after I1 had done
so they reminded me of the coinci-
dence at this meeting however
sister snow waswaa set apart
to preside over ththathee relief
societies in the landtand of zionZionandand
sister whitney her counselor with
sister zinazinnayoung her other coun-
selor I1 speak of this for the infor-
mation of the sisters although I1
presume they may have read of it
in their paper the exponent

with regard to those societies I1
will say they havehaver done a good
work and are a great assistanceassisasslitance to
our bishops as well as being pecu-
liarly adapted to console bless and
encourage those of their sisters who
need their care and alsoaiso to visit the
sick as well as to counsel and in-
struct the younger women in the
things pertaining torto their calling as
children and saints of thetheMosIbslbstHigh
I1 am happy to say that we have a
greargreaf many honorable andland noblenobie
women einengagedcin in these laborstabors of
love and the lord blesses them in
their labors and I1 bless them in the
name of the lord and I1 say to bur
sisisters continue to be diligent and
faithful in seeking the
and happiness of touryour seksex instruct
andwid train your own daughters in the
fear of god and teach your sisters
to do likewise that we maymaybebe the
blessed odthe lord and our offspring
with usu

our young peoples improvement
associations are very creditable in-
stitutions and the fruits of thethelala-
bors of those engaged in this work
oroare already mankmanifestingsting themselves
I1 feel in my heart to say god bless
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