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TUETHE HAUNS MILL MASSACRE

AXAN INCIDENT OF THE MORMON WAR
IN MISSOURI

mo september at27
1887 laiu the afternoon of tuesday
october 30 1838 duringdining the mormon
war in missouri there occurred in
caldwell county tul incident
generallyKene rally termed the hauns mill
massacreMissacre from offofficialleial documents
undand other records from affidavits of
witnesses and from statements made
by actual participants I1 have prepareded
the fofollowinglowing account if any news-
paper publication of the affair has ever
before been made I1 am not aware of
the14 fact

the mormonscormons made their first settle
went in missouri in jackson county
tnin the year 1832 under the lealeadershipdersh
of their prophet joseph smith ilI1
have not the space here to describe
their experiences in that county thetheirI1r
expulsionelsion their sojourn in
clay and ray the treaty by which
they were given caldwell county as a
sort of reservation the founding of
the citychy of far west nor can I1 nar-
rate the circumstances leading to the
mormon war so called and finally to
the banishment of these peo-
ple from the state all these incidents
may form the subject ot a future pa-
per I1 may state however that the
massacre was perpetrated on the ver
day that the militia under gensgans lucas
andILInd doniphan arrived at far west
with orders from gov bogsboggs to ex-
pel the mormonscormons from thete state or
exterexterminateminute them 11

at jacob haunshauna mill on shoal
creek in the eastern part of caldwellcounty about eight miles south of

there had collected
about sweaty mormon families haun
himself was a mormon and hadbad coraecome
to the site from wisconsin a fewfaw years
before liehe had a very good mill andaad
clustered around it were a blacksmith
shop and half a dozen small houses
the alarm that the troops were moving
against them hadbad driven nearly all thecormonmormon families in the county to fatfarwest for safety A dozen or more
living in the vicinity repaired to hauns
mill which was twenty miles to tilethe
eastward of far west As there were
not enough houses to accommodate allpt the fugitives a number were living
in tents and temporary shelters A
few families perhaps four hadbad cometnin on the evening of the from
ohio and were occupying their emi-
grant wagons not one member of the
little community had ever been in arms
against the gentiles or taken aanyin y
part whatever in the preceding dis-
turbancesturbances

word that the militia of the state
hadbad been ordered to expel them from
the country had reached the mormonscormons
of the hauns mill settlement andfollowing this intelligence came a re-
port that a considerable number of
men inia livingston county toetogetherether
with some from Davies shad organized
in the forks of grand river near
spring hill in liamlivingstonaston and were
preparing to attack them WIwhereuponhereupon
a company ot about twenty five menmea
and boys indifferently armed with
shotgunsshotgun and squirrel rifles wswas or-
ganized at the mill and david evans
was chosen captain it was resolved
to defend the place against the threat-
ened assault some of the older men
urged that no resistance should be
made but that all should retreat toparfar west the day after the skirmish
on crooked river october 25 haunhimself went to firfar west to take
counsel of joe smith move here
by alla means if you wish to savioursave yourour
lives said the prophet haun rerepliedplied
that if the settlers should ahari doto
their homes the gentiles would burn
their houses and other buildings anddestroy all of the property left behind

better lose your property than your
lives rejoined smith haun repre-
sented that hebe anoland his neighbors were
willing to defend themselves against
what he called the mob and smith
finally gave them permission to re-
main others at the mill opposed a
retreat and when an old man namedmyers reminded them how few they
were and how many the gentiles
numbered they declared that the al-
mighty would send his angels to their
help when the day of battle should
comecomey some0 e 0of thehe women0 en too urged
the men to stand firmrm and offered to
mold bullets and prepare patching for
the rifles if necessary

north of the mill was a body of tim-
ber about a mile in width skirtingskirt lne
shoal creek beyond was a stretch ofprairieorairie for a day or two captain
evans kept a picket post inthe north-ern border of the timber but on the

he entered into a sort of truce
with captain nehemiah comstock
commanding a company of livingston

gentiles from the bettlesettlementsments nearnear
mooresvilleMoores ville and utica and the post
was withdrawn by the terms of this
truce which was effected bybv a messen-
ger who rode between evans and
comstock the gentiles were to let
the mormonscormons alone as long as the lat-
ter were peaceable and vice versa
each party too was to disband its
military organization but on the
morning of the the mormonscormons
learned that a company of livingston
militia a few miles to the eastward
were menacing thelandthe mand so they main-
tained their organization and that
night set watches the latter com-
pany was commanded by capt wm
mann andband for some days had been
operating at and in the vicinity of
whitneysWhit mill on lower shoal creek
where the village of dawn nowsteads stopping mormon emigrants

on their way from the east to cald-
well county turning them back ioin
some instances taking their arms from
them in others etc

on the at Wool seye northeast
of breckinridge an agreement wa
reached by the gentilesGentile for an attack
upon hauns mill three companies
numbering in the aggregate about
men were organized they were com-
manded by caits nehemiah com-
stock win 0 jennings and wm
gee the command of the battalion
was given to col thomas jenning an
old militia officer then living in the
forks nearly all of the men were
citizens ofef livingstonlevingston county per-
haps twenty were from daviess from
whence they bad been driven by the
mormonscormons during the trtroubles in that
county a few weeks previous the
daviess county menberemen were very bitter
against the mormonscormonsMor mons and vowed the
direst vengeance on the entire sect it
did not matter whether or not the
mormonscormons at the mill hadbad taken any
part inia the disturbances which badbaa
ococcurredcurrid it was enough that they
were mormonscormonsMor mons the livingston men
became thoroughly imbued with the
same spirit and all were eager for the
raid the livingston men had no
wrongs to complain of themselves for
the mormon had never invaded abirtasir
county or injured them in any way
but they seemed to feel an extraordi-
nary sympathy for the outrages suf-
fered by their neighbors

setting out from Wool after
noon on the seth col jennings
marmarchedclied swiftly out of the timber
northwest of the present village of
Mooresmooresvilleville and out on the prairie
stretching down southwards
thefhe doomed hamlet at banuls mill
the word was passed along the col
dmn shoot at everything wearing
breeches and shoot to kill

all of the gentiles were mounted
and they bad with them a and
two mormon prisoners two
miles of tho mill the wagon and pris-
oners were left in charge of a squad
and the remainder of the force pressed
rapidlyrapidlyonon entering the timber north
of the mill col jennings passed
through it unobserved right up to the
borders of the settlement and speed-
ily formed hishia line for the mackattackcaptapt W 0 jennings company had
the center cantapt Com stocks the left
and captapt gees the right

the mormon leaderleadar had somehow
become apprehensive of trouble he
communicated his fears to some of the
men and was about sending out
scouts and pickets it had been pre-
viously agreed that in case of attack
the men should reparepairirtoto the black
smith shop ano occupy it as a tortfort or
block househonse this structure was built
of loelog wide cracks beewen them
wwasas about 18 feet square and hadbad a

1largearge wide door the greater portion
of ablthee mormonscormons were however un-
suspicious of any imminent perperil
children were playing on the banks
of the creek women were engaged in
their ordinary domestic duties the
newly arrived were restirestingnir
under the trees which were clad in
the scarlet crimson and golden leaves
of autumn the scene was peaceful
and acadian ltit was now about four

in the aateafternoonanoon and the sun
hung low and red IQin a beautiful indian
summer sky

suddenly from out of the timber
north and west of the mill the gen-
tiles burt upon the hamlet the air
was filled with shouts and shots and
the tightfight waswai on it can not fairly be
called a light taken wholly by sur-
prise the mormonscormons were thrown into
extreme confusion the women and
children cried and screamed inia excite-
ment and terror and the greater nnum-
ber

um
directed by some of the men ran

across the mill dam to the south bank
of the creek and sought shelter in the
woods perhaps twenty men captain
evans among theoranthtbemran with their guns
to the blacksmith shop and began to
return the fire some were shot down
in the r attempts to reach the shop

the frefire of the mormonscormons was wild
and ineffective that of the militia was
accurate and deadly the cracks babe-
tween the logs of the shop were so
large that it was easy to shoot through
them and so thickly were the mor
mons huddled together onOB the inside
that nearly every bullet which entered
the shop killed or wounded a man
firing was kept up all the while on the
fleeing fugitives and many were sshothot
down as they ran

realizing very soon that he was
placed at a decided disadvantage capt
evans gaveave orders to retreat directing
every manha an to take care of himself
the door of the shop was thrown open
and all of the able bodied survivors
ran out endeavoring tote reach the
woods some were shot before reach-
ing shelter capt evans was much
excited anaand ran all the way to mud
creek seven miles south with hisbis gun
loaded not having discharged it dur-
ing the night the gentiles advanced
and began to use their rough home-
made swords or corn knives with
which some of them were armed the
fugitives were fired on until they were
out ot range but not pursued as the
few who escaped scattered in almost
every direction

coming upon the field after it had
been abandoned the gentiles perpe-
trated some terrible deeds at I1leastast
three of the wounded were backesbacked to
death with the corn knives or fin-
ished with a rifle bullet wmwin rey-
nolds a livingstonLivi neaton county man en-
tered the blacksmith shop and found a
little boy only 10 years of age named
sardius smith hidingbiding under the bil-
lows without even demanding hlhis
surrender the cruel wretch drew up
his rifle and shot the little fellow as he
lay cowering and trembling reynolds

afterward boasted of his exploit to
persons yet living he described withwi ch

glee howbow the poor child
kicked and squealed in hisbis dying

agonies and jjustified hisbis inhuman act
by the old indian aphorism
make lice charley merrick another
little boy only 9 years old had hid un-
der the bellows he ran out w-tbut did
not get far until hebe received a load of
buckshot and a rifle ball in all three
wounds he did not die however for
nearly livefive weeks esquire thos vcmc-
bride was 78 years of age and hadbad
been a soldier under gates and wash-
ington in the revolution he had
started torfor a blacksmith shop but was
shot down on the lay wounded
and helpless but still alive A daviess
counconn y man named rogers who kept
a ferry across grand riverbiver near gal-
latin came upon him audand demanded
aismanins gun take it saldsaid mr mcbridergriggersers picked up the weapon and

that it was I1loaded0abed deliberately
ddischargedged it into the old veterans
oreada he then cut and hackedbacked the
body with his corn knife until it
was frightfully gashed and mangled

aftaftercr the mormonscormons had all been
either killed wounded or driven away
theche gentiles began to loot the place
considerable property was taken much
of the spoil consisting of household
articles and personal effects at least
laree wagons and ten horses were
taken two emigrant wagons were
driven off with all their contents tilethe
cormonsmormons claim that there was a gen-
eral pillage and that even the bodies
f the slain were robbed the gen

ciles deny this and say vast the wag-
ons were needed to haul on their three
woundedmounded men and the bedding was
taken to makemalad them comfortable while
the other articlesartic lbs taken did not amount
to much two ot the survivors have

to me that the place was I1 pretty
well cleaned out

col jennings did not remain at the
milldill more than two hours twilight
approaching liehe set out on his return
to his former encampment he feared
a rally and return of the mormonscormons with
a large enforcementre and doubtless
tiehe desired to reflect leisurelyleileisurelysurel on his
course of future operations leachingreaching
Wool hebe haltedbaited his battalionbattat iun and
prepared to pass the night but a few

later hebe imagined hebe heardbeard can-
non andgreat tumult in the direction of
baans he thought
the advance of a large mormon force
upon him rousing his men from their
sweet dreams of victory hebe broke
camp moved rapidly eastward and
never haltedbaited until he hadbad put the west
fork of grand river between him and
his imaginary pursuers rehe and his
memen bad won glory enough for one day
anyhow they had not jost a man
killed and only three wounded john
renfrowkenfrow had his thumb shot off allenalien
england was shot in the tygh and
hart in the arm
the mormonscormons killed and mortally

wounded numbered seventeen here
are the names

thomad mcbride
levilev N merrick simon cox
ellaselias benner hiram abbott
josiah fuller john york
benjben lewis juhn lee
1alex campbell jotin byers
geo S richards warren smithwmwin napier chas merrick 9

sardius smith aged 10

the severely wounded numbered
eleven menon booy almsalma smith gedaged
7 and one woman a miss mary
well the latter was shot taro a gh the
hand and arm as she was running to
the woods

Die sirce bloody work and woeful
what a scene did col jennings and hisbis
men turn their backs upon as they rode
away in the gloaminggleaming from the littlee
valley once all green and peaceful
the wounded men bad been given no
attention and the bodies of the slain
had been left to fester and I1ina the
indian summer temperature warm and
mellowing A large red moon rose and
a fog came up from the stream and lay
like a faceclothface cloth upon the pallid coun
tenanciesten ances of the dead timidly and
wearily came forth the widows from
their hidingbiding places and as they recog-
nized one a husband one a father an-
other a son and another a brother
among the slain the wailing of grief
and terror were most pitiful all thatnight were they alone with their dead
and wounded there were no physi-
cians but itif there hadbad been mapymany of
the wounded were past all surgery
dreadful sights in the moonlightand
dreadfuldieadful sounds on the night winds
in the hamlet the groans of the
wounded the moans and sobs of the
grief stricken the bellowing of cattle
and the howlingbowling of dogs and from the
wwoods the dismal hootingbooting of owls

by and by when the wounded had
been made as comfortable as possible
the few men who harthad returned gath-
ered the women and ehch idren together
and all sought consolation in prayer
thea they sang from tthehe mormonn
hymn book a selection entitled

lamentation a dirge like compo-
sition lacking in poesy and deficient
in ry giving something of com-
fort let us hope to the choristerscho
and so in prayer and song and minis-
tration the remainder of the night waswa
passed

the next morning the corpses had
changed and were changing faut they
must be burhurriedried there were not
enough men left to make coffins or even
dig graves it could nutnot be deter-
minedmined when relief would come or when
the gentiles would return there was
a large unfinished well near the mill
which it was decided should be used
as a common sepulcher four men
one of61 whom was joseph W young
a brother of brigham young gathered

up the bodies the women assisting
and boreore them one at a a large
plank to the well and slid them in
some oayhay was strewn upon the ghast
ly pile and then a thin layer of dirt
thrown upon the hay

the next day capt Com stocks com-
pany returned to the mill as they said
to bury the dead finding that duty
had been attended to thetheyy expressed
considerable satisfaction at having
been relieved of the job and after
notifyingnotinotifytyinging the people that they must
leave the state or they would all be
killed they rode away the pit was
aubsubsequently filled by mr 0 R rossboss
now a resident of black oak caldwell
county

A day or two after the massacre col
jenningsJeno ings started with his battalion to
join the state forces at far west he
had not proceeded far when he met a
messenger who informed him thatapat the
mormonscormons at far west hadbad surrendered
and gave him an order komoveto move to
daviess county and loin the forces un-
der gen robert then 0operat-
ing

erst
against the mormonscormons anal adamadam

ondi ahmon the battalion was pres-
ent at the sursurrendertender at diamon as
it is generally called and a day or two
thereafter capt Com stocks company
was ordered to hauns millhilll where dt
remained in camp for some weeks
herewith I1 give an extract from an
affidavit made by mrs amanda smith
whose husband and little son were
killed in theabe massacre and who resided
at the mill during the stay otof com
stocks company

the next day the mob came
back they told us we must leave the
state forthwith or be killed it was
bad weather and they had taken our
teams and clothes our men were all
dead or wounded I1 told them they
might kill me and my children and
welcome they said to us from time
to time itif we did not leave the state
aney would come and kill us we
could not leave then we had little
prayer meetings abey said if we did not
stop them they would kill everyevary manjomaa and child we had spelling
schools for our little children they
pretended they were mormon meet-
ings and said if we diodid not stop them
they would kill every man woman and
child I1 started the of
february very cold weather for illi-
nois with livefive small children and no
money it was mob all the waywar I1
drove the team and we slept out of
doors we suffered greatly from hun-ger bun-ger cold and fatigue and for whatfor our religion in this boasted laudland
of liberty desydeny your faith or die
was the cry

while in camp at the mill according
to the statements to me of two of its
members Com stocks company lived
off the county as did the state troops
at far west the mormon cattle and
hoshogs hadbad been turned into the fields
and were fluefine and fat the mill fur-
nished flour and meal and other arti-
cles of provision were to be had for the
taking the mormon men were either
prisoners or had been driven from the
country by the 1stast of april following
all hadbad left the state many of them
had been killed their houses burned
their property taken their fields laid
waste and the result was called abee

BURR JOYCE

THE SAN JUAN STAKE CON

the quarterly conference of the san
juan stake convened at 10 a
m saturday dec 8 1887 at bluffsansad juan antycounty utah and closed
mondmondayav dec 5

the stake presidency were present
and every ward ini u the stake was rep-
resented by its respective bishop
some of them coming a distance of
miles through storm to attend

the bishops reported their several
wards asad being in good condition the
saints as a general thingthine are endeavor-
ing to liwlive their religion the only
drawback seemed to be the fact that
their numbers were too small to de-
velop the natural resources of the
country good crops hadbad been raised
and the saints were steadily gaining
financialfinanciallyleandand felt well spiritually

the remarks during conferenceconfereace were
inspiring and instructive all tending
to better the condition of the saints if
adhered to r

the Y MMMM I1 associationassociation held
their conference on Satsaturdayarday everieveningevenibigag
dec ad and the reliefbelief society on sun-
day evening both were well attendedattattendedendea
and an excellent spirit prevailed
throughout the conferences

CHARLES E WALTON
stake clerk

A cowboy at winslow A T at-
tempted to ride hisbis horse into a saloon
on wednesday the and was shot
dead by the bartender

A prominent territorial official will
soon leave for washington and it is
whispered that his mission to the na-
tional capital is for the purpose of se
curing the removal of governor zulick
and his own appointment to the posi-
tion of executive of arizona thegazettegassette laashas under all circumstances
entertained a high opinion of governor
zulickzalick and cannot but commend hisbis
administration as one of ability and
advantage to our people we trust
that the ambitiousambitions gentleman who is
seeking to oust him will fail to accom-
plish hisbis designs and further itif the
said official would score as dismal a
failure as governorgofernor as he has in other
official capacities the chauchangee would
be a public calamity

tibbe is a freight blockade some-
where between san francisco and this
city freight from CalU is nowdow
ten days overdueover due

HEBER ITEMS

cold weather A pleasant entercuter
talument

HEBER CITY dec 18 1887
editor deseret news

snownow is about three inches deedeep
hereeri but theibe roads are bare and rootgood
the weather is clear and cold the
thermometer reaching zero nearly
every morning and sometimes tentea de-
grees below good health prevails
generally

we have an agent of modern civiliza-
tion in process of construction here in
the shape of a saloon wwithith pool table
stachattachmentment which wwillin be in running
orderorder by the halidholidaysI1 aya so heber will
not be a iphi bit on just yet

there was a pleasant sociable given
on the dinst in honor of presidentpresiden t
hatch and family on the
sary of their arrival in the valley he
having been presidio g bishop
ten years of that time and presi-
dent of the stake theotherthe other ten years
it was held in john crooks house
sodand about sixty persons spent the af-
ternoon and evening in a moat pleasant
manner after a dinner of skill
prepared dainties indand lilsla ls a
pro gramme of live minutes speeches
interspersed with songs recitations
music etc was rendered

president hatch gave a brief and iniiii

restingtrcrestingfo esting review of his laborslaboisthethe commencement to the present
time audand expressed hisbis appreciation
of the goodwill shown him on that Koa
casion A number of others also madedb
fitting and instructive remarks and at
10 the party closedyours truly

A

why tumblers were so called

how many times a day do we use the
word without stopping to think what
it means every day at luncheon shiland
at dinner we drink out of a tumbler
butbat I1 torfor one never thought why
the large glassclass that holds our milk or
water was so called until once upon
a time I1 happened to have
itat all souls college oxford

all souls is a curiouscarious college it
has no students or undergraduates
as we call them in england it con-
sists of a master and a number of fel-
lows men who have taken their de-
grees and have distinguished them-
selves as achoscholarslars there is a quaint
old rule in latin that says a man tobe
a fellow of all souls must be well-
born well dressed and a moderately
good doctor in singing 0

there is no question nowadays of
singsinging but of good breeding and
good scholarship there is and to be
elected a fellow of all souls is a
great honor

one of the most distinguedistinguisheddist inguilashed fel-
lows is professor max muller the
greaf philologist who though betshe la agerman by berthandbirthand was not educated
at oxford was elected to all Seal aaaglas
a mark of respect for his immense
learning

the common room or the fel-
lows smaller dining room Is a de-
lightful old place with itits great fire
place and its walls all wainwainscotedcited with
black oak whileahll through the great
window with its heavy stoneI1 bullionsmullionsmulTionalions
youon look out on to ancient ivy growntuilbuildingsbuildingsdings round a quiet court which
is filled with a space of velvet turfon the day which I1 speakersspeak pro-
fessor max muller was giving a lunch
eon in this delicious room to the
charming and talented princess aliceialice
the wife of the grand duke of hesse
darmstadt and second daughter of
queen victoria there were not a
dozen guests beside the princess and
her huslandhusoand and a very agreeable
luncheon we hadbad with pleasant talk
on all kinds of interesting subjects

but what excited the curiosity cfall
the strangers prepresentsect was a letofset of the
most attractive little round bowls of
ancient silver about the size of x large
orange they were brought round ac-
cording to the custom of the placelace
filled to the brim wittwith the famousfamous ale
brewed in the college

these we were todtola were atamtum-
blers and we were speedily shown
howbow they came by their name a fitting
lesson for the guests of a philologist

when one olp these little bowls
empty it was placed upon the table
mouth downwards instantly so per-
fect was its ballance it flew back in
to its proper position as if asking to
be filled again no matter how ttit was
treated trundled along the floor
balanced carefully on its sideaide
dropped suddenly upon the soft thick
carpet up it rolled again and settled
itself with a few gentle shakings and
sway ings into its place like one otof
those india rubbed tumbling
babybabl brothers and sisters delight in

Tthisa then was the origin of our
word tumbler at first made of sil-
ver

all-
ver as are these all souls gumbl ra
rhen when glass became common the
round glasses that stood on a flat base
superseded the exquisitely balanced
siversilver spheres aandnd stole their name so
successfully that you favetohaveto go to40 all
souls and a few other old louseshouses to
see the real thing

so do words with the wonderful lift16
that is inia them change and grow and
get new meanings full of interest and
teaching and delight to those who
bink about teem roseros QG Kingshyo
init christmas wide awake


