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bincesince coming to the stand I1 have
been requested to address the con
gregation

I1 Nwillwili read the ath eth ath andrind
esth verbeaverdes of the chachapterpiterpifer of
genesis

andami abraham cavegave alau that he wadhad unto
isaac

cutbut unto the sons of the which
abraham hadbad abraham gave ailtsgilts and
sentseat themth dawayaway from isaac hisha sonssont while hohe
jetyet lived eastward unto tha ensteast poucountry

and these amara the days ofcf the
aboAtoabrahamanahamarahama uelife wh ch he lived aaan hundred
threescore and fifteen yearsyeam

then abraham gavacave upvp the ghost and
doddeddied in a good old age an old mauman anaand lullruil
tfcf yearsvears and was gathered to hswa

how far I1 shallshull confine myself to
the matter contained in this passage
I1 cannot sayany thothe plezentpresent eventful
period of ouroar lives thothe prejudices
which nownow the people of our
nationcation concerning us and the pres-
sure that laIs being brought upon uus
chiefly through the religious ele-
ment otof the country to influence
congress to extraordinary legisla-
tiont on againstagalost ustre are perhapsponpoihapshapa the rea-
sons why my mind revertsreverta to the
historical facts contacoutacontainedined in the
scripture I1 have just read which
was given unto us by men of old
who until quite a recent date have
been generally revered by all christ-
ians and even now a large majority
atthe christian sects of america
zesresrespectet and reverence the ancient
ratfatbattersfathersrini their teachings and writings
while thetho sacred book is closed but
ignore in their dallydaily lives what
those worthies believed and
tiled

the word translated concubine in
thisthia scripture must not be confound
ed with the modern practice which
obtains so largely in the great cities
of christendom and with the more
wealthy portions of old comcomminimuni
ties I1 refer to the practice some-
times called concubinage thealthe prac-
tice

no
of marrying under the law one

wife and at the bamesame time keepingbeeping
privately one oroz woysmoio mistressesdistressesmistresses
who aroero notcot obtruded upon society
having no claim to the honored
name of wife a practice which per-
mits those who indulge in it16 to
gratify the carnal passions at the
expense of public virtue and at the
risterisk of entailing disease upon unborn
posterity as well as at the expense
of the present and eternal welfare of
their partnerspartner I1 will say in sin for
no right minded 1 corneccorrect t thinkinginking
person cancau pronounce it otherwise
than it has been pronounced bytheby the
sacred writers both of the oldoid andlud
sewkew testament a species of lewd-
ness andsand if not classed with open
harlotry a vlolaviolaviolationton of sacred mamari-
tal

I1

vowstows those who have solaced
their consciences or justified themthom
delves in this departure from law
and public sentiment no doubt feel
partial justification from tho prac-
tices of the ancients who were look-
ed up to and revered but suchbuch was
not the concubinage of abraham
nor any of the ancient patriarchpatriarchssilsll
suchnuch waswaa not the system that ob-
tained under the lawjaw of mosesmosea jnin an-
cient israel

thefordthe word translated concubinage
in king james version of the bibiebible
is translated by luther and Is found
in scandinavianavianavin and germany where
the lutheran translation still prepro
vallsvail as meaning an associated wife
in the danish bible it Is for
wife andAad for concubine
the sacred name of arife isa given to
both classes thothe preposition medmod
connectconnectinging them together and con-
veying the idea of the second class
bainganboingbeing an associated wife or amilte
in a secondary or subordinate posi-
tion in contradistinction to the
first close students of the biblebibie
have not failed to recognize this anap
being the character of the plural
wives of moses and the prophets
and it was practiced aaas an institu-
tion of tuetho jewish nation down to
the coming of our saviourBavisaviour and BOso
far as any scriptures appear in the
newnow testament this institution
was neither abrogated nor in any-
wise condemned while harlotry and
promiscuouspromiscuous intercourse of the sexes

adultery and fornication are con-
demned in the eeverest language

wowe have a great variety of views
lain aaas to the will and
mind of god pertaining to the union
of the sexes asaa relating to each
other to the astatelate and to ourore en t
and tutfutfutcho happiness thothe lattur

day saints regard the intercourse of
the sexes both in time and in eter-
nity as regulated by eacret law giv-
en by our father in heaven who has
organized us male and female for a
wlee purpose in himself and that
purpose is made manifest in the dirstfirst
great command given to our first
parents namely to multiply and
replenish the earth and the say

I1 ing to thothe woman after her trans-
gressiongression as written in the book of
genesis that her desires should be
towardstowanda her husband and he should
rule over her thetho desires planted
in the breast of the woman tending
to draw to the opposite bexsex culmin-
ating in a union is a wlwiee dispensa-
tion of providence for the accom-
plishingshing of thothe great end in view to
tntucourage and stimulate them to
multiply and replenish the eartharth
and take upon themselves the cares
laborslabore anxieties and responsibili-
ties attainattendingding the rearing of fami-
lies and among the many different
views entertained in christendom
concerning the commerce of the
deseeesea wew 0 might say therothere exists
every variety of belief and practice
growing out ofot those berbehI1afa weve
havo in christian ameri-
ca a religious becisectsecsee not
vary numerous to bobe subueeuee
who hoidheld thetho union of the exes to
be sinful in any form whatever
this sect I1 hardly need sayany ig13 the
shaking quakers and to bsbecamebecomecamocame a
member of their society a penper
eon already married would ba re-
quired to disalvo his marrimarriagemarrlaseae rela-
tionshiptionship a husband and
that society would bobe to do
the samebame and to abstain from encheach
other for ever afterafterwardswardawaida all con-
nection with tho sexes being strict
lyjy forbidden as an evil that may ba10
tolerated in the carnal world but
not among those who desire to ap-
pear pure and holy befordbefore thothe lord
this first commandment referred to
asno having been given to father
adam anaand mother eve was icit the
dayadays of their purity before their
transgressions when they were
worthy to converse with god face
to facefaco this being the baseilcase if there
was no other reason what philoso-
phy can condemn that command
or a proper and just effort to keep
it there laIs no reason to my mind
to condemn it when regulated by
law as an act of impurity to do so
would bobe a direct reflection upon the
wisdom and purityparity of god himself

of course this is the general view
taken of it by Christchristlarinulau nation asns
shown in their acts and inhi beirheir
laws regulating it althoughthe
boman catholic church prohibits
intercourse with the sexes to sacred
orders they being accordingm to the
nightsrights of the church forbidden to
marry and however much some
may doubt the iniquity of their holy
vows it Is a matter too well knownknowd
tto callcali in question the moregenmore gen-
eral sentiment of christians recog-
nize the purity and uprightnessti of
marriage of a man to ona womac
and they quote the following words
of the apostle paul to testify to it14

marriage is honorable in all and
the bed undefiled but v
erbers and adulterers god will judge
but thetho majority of colern chris-
tians consider that for a man tta
marry more than one wife whileleeheleshehe
lives and is his wife is binlain now I1
will undertake to bayeay respecting the
two conditions of marriage
and plural that where ihoiha duties
and obligations are thothe samecame and
the husland 13 equally honorable
just and virtuous faithful and true
to his wives and children that tbthereere
is not necessarily any greater im-
purity existing between buchsuch a man
and his plural family than between
a man and his single family that
there is not necenecessarilyharily a dendebdefilementlement
of the marriage bed that therothere is
not necessarily defilement of the
body or spirit when thothe institu-
tion ol01 marriage is founded in reli-
gious sentiment and laIs confirm-
ed by the enduring iovelovo of
hushuahusbandband wives and children
and thothe responsibilitiesties attending
that relationship as wowe find it in

i many of thetho ancient wortworthiesbleebles
there is not necessarily any defile-
ment in plural marriage there
was not necessarily defilementdennlemont infather abraham and otherothar ancient
patriarchs and propprophetsbotsbets who took to
themselves a second or a third or
fourth wife any moremone than there
was in these who conconfinedfinA them-
selves to one witewile nor have I1 ever
heard from any creature andaudi I1 have
read and heard much and reflected
much because our institution of
marriage has invited discussion and
rdlectionreflection upon this subject ihrkeI1 have
never yet heard an argument that
to my mind appeared sound against

e orof an honorable man
to two women any more than to
cnacn and thutho oatyly fuguntfagant thaithat

haahas ever been presented that hashag
bad a semblance of soundness is the
generally admitted fact of thothe near
equality of thetho sexes which would
seem to forsbadow the general pur-
pose and design of providence that
onoone man should have only onoone wife
I1 have never beard an argument
relatingfoglog to the physical eddieffieffectsacts cfof the
institution nor as relating to the
state or society that could not be ap-
plied just to monog-
amy thothe opposers of plural marri-
age make many declarations against
uaus whiff arsare untrue which they do
not understand because they accept
the reports of certain persons who
give way to a lying spirit and mis-
represent and bellelelie people far better
than themselves thetho selfishness
and weakness of human nature the
evilsovila which manifest theasethemselvesI1 ves
from time to time between families
and between husband and wife and
between riveswives and children are
quoted as evils ggreatlyready to be depsdeplor-
ed

eorlor
as growing out of this i estem I1

will omy bay in regard to this that
those bestbesl acquainted with the in-
ner workings of the system among
thothe latter day saints throughout
ailall of their settlements if they testesti-
fy

tf
honestlyhonest jy and truthfully as to the

result of their careful observations
extending over a period of over
thirty yeanyears the time that this 6hysyshys
termternein of plural marriage haahas been
practiced by us in these
they would in effect say that there
is less discontent less strife and
fewer family broils and lees di
dorsc and lessjess cBcitingting off ot
wives and casting upon the
community otof children without
care than would bobe found in
thothe same number of
fafamilies and I1 may here saytay baihai

will bear me out in mak-
ing tolathis assertion to trofiothose who
are not posed in the matter this
may appear incredible and the ma-
jority of thothe christian world would
chinti it impossible judging from
their standpoint andauld what they see
and hear among themselves and
judging by the spirit by which they
are animated they would I1 admitadmit
pronounceunco athla a thing impossible
but it is simply became they are
not imbued with thetho faith of the
latter day saints and this being
the catie they cannot understand3

theth0 momotivestivesres thbathata L promptt us to onenterter
into this relationship they
cannot compracomprecomprehendhend the rspirit that
governsgoat ans us the devout go fearing
iaspiritD I1 rit of selfelf baeri flee which leadslends us
onward to bilall thammehatthat is nobienoble for heir-
ing and ionglong suffering that teaches
us to love onoone another and to be
charitable to all men and which
teachesleaches ua that thothe relationships
which we make through thothe mar-
riage covenant are but the founda-
tion of eternal glory aneaanetan exaltation
in the worlds to comecorns and it also
teaches us that the glories of the
future that open up before us are
greatly dependent upon the faithful-
ness of our relationships and asso-
ciationsciati ons in this life and that a man
must be found capable to properly
govern and guidoguide hishla family amiani
preserve in timetimo the wives and
children that mewe given whimto him lead-
ing them in the wewhyy ofor life and
eaiealsalvation and bearinrearing9 his childchildrenren
in all that laJs pure and y
so that he cau receive them in the
morning of the first resurrectresurrectionlodlov
there to have thetho father confirm up-
on him his wives and children the
foundation of his individual king-
dom which will exist for ever and
ever theahe outside world cannot

this and simply be-
cause they cannot believe it it is
this same religious sentiment that
prompts women nindand the best of
women the mustmost devout women
women of the purest motivo and
character to oatereater into this encored
relationship and to causecauso them to
determine in their own minds that
they would sooner be with
a uinaman who haabaa proven himself a
man of integrity a manraan of strict
virtue end honor who can be
upon by god and manthey would
rather trust themselves with such a
man than to babe the only wllwilwifewitete of a
man devoid of cheso qualification
a man who perhaps for thetho want of
such high mo ivesints would babe thothe
chalm of many vicevices of whoredom
of concubinage or illicit intercourseintercomintercoucousese
with thothe sexescomes and defilodefila himself
and destroy thetho confidence of hiahis
fbanallyanally in him or he would perhaps
indulge in and other
kindred vices which would be the
means of producing the esmosame result
andaud suchbuch has been the experience
of many women in munmonogamymamy
and I1 do not bayaay that the weak
nesses of mankind do not manifest
themselves in plural familles I1 do
not say that there are not some ahovhoho
lubymay babe urged on by fleshy lustluat iutlot
tfif them amere it results tain their inslurR

ing shipwreck of their fallfalt handand be-
coming in timea lasting dldi grace to
themithemselveselves but where there laIs one
example of thisthia kind under our

system there are at least
two under the munogamio order
that might make ship-
wreck of their faith who sacrifice
their honor and whose family tend
forth a wall of grief for the losslosa of
confidence in husband and father
adultery fornication whoredom
god will judge every form of licen-
tiousness he has condemned in his
word from the beginning of the
world to the present and if follies
aremanifested by some who profess
to be latterlatten day saints in this direc-
tion so we may cite similar weak-
ness manifested byty ancient men of
GAG d not however to justify such
cases but merely aa examples of hu-
man weakweaknessesnemes

kt again to abraham and
hishia wirewife saralbaral they are held up in
sacred scripture as models otof noble
character purity of purpose piety
devotion and Puperlorsuperior integrity to
god who hesitated not to obey him
at all hazards even to the sacrifice of
that which was nearest and dearest
unto them one of the
noblest of women received the
promise of her son isaac while in
old age a promise made to her by
the angel of god and this because
of her warrenne a9 and because too of
thetho integrity of her heart towards
her husband andsad her willingnesswillin gnessgnesi to
sacrifice her womanly ftelingfeeling in giv-
ing to her husbandhubband other wives
and after bheshe hadbad given to abraA bra
ham hagar that she might bear him
children mark thescripture it was
for the purpose that he might not be
childless because aholasbheshe was childless
it was after she hadbad thus sacrificed
her womanly feeling thereby mani-
festing her love and integrity to heher
hubbandhusbandd thathat the lord bad compas-
sion upon her andnod granted the desire
of her hartwart promising her
should in coursocourse of time bring forth
a son and telling her that his name
should bobe isaac in whom and iuin
whose seed all the nations of the
earth were to be blebieblessedsredsied and it
was after thisthia lad was partly strownrown
that god commanded abraham
to takotake this promised child on
to the mount moriah and
therothere build an altar and
coffierer him up as a sacrifice
abraham lain thio WAStras tried aaas few
men ever were tried for hisids love
was greagreat for his sonsou whom he
woula regard as a special
wittgift of the lord to him through
whom norila jess a personage than the
messiah hiriahlilahimselftelfseit should come yet
abraham doubted not he paused
not to consider what the possible re-
sultbulsul t might be of keepingbeeping this com-
mand but he trusted in god as
paul said of him that god was
able to ralso him up even from the
dead from whence also liehe received
him in a figure he trusted in
god andaud doubted not and proceed
ctdcdd to mount bodah and there builtbulli
an altar and when everything was
in readiness he bound the lad and
while in the act of raising the deadly
knife hohe heard a voica bayingsaying

abraham abraham layjay not thine
handd upon the lad neither do
thou anything unto him for now
I1 know that thou dearest god seeing
that thou hast not withheld tbthy
son thine only son fromirom me 212 1 and
then the lord went on to say that
because of this willingness on the
part of abraham to obey him even
to the sacrificing of lifsliis only planbiaoifon
tha in blessing IvillI1 will blblessbiessestheethee

andfind in multiplying I1 will multiplyV
thy seed as the stars otor the heavenshe aveneivene
and as the sand which is upon the
sea shore etc now I1 will give
back unto you your son andnud in
elming I1 will messwess himhial and multi-
ply him and in him and his beedseed
edall all the nations of the earth be
blessed it was because of this
prepreciousclouscious promise no doubt that hk1

debited to give hiahis sonsbons opportune
ties to develop and to make mani-
festfest among the surrounding tribes
the character thatthai waws in him thatthai
be divided out hiahla roodsgoods and gave
gifts to thothe sons of the other wives
and sent them away but gave
bisbia achlchiefiet inheritance to his eon
isaac

while contemplating this I1 can
hardly refrain from dropping a word
of exhortation to my brethren whomho
fqy babit drawing near thothe close ol01
life not to neglect to make such disdia
position of thothe r worldly effects asHs
will suitably providprovidai for their wives
audaua childrchildrentn while they theabe
brbrethrenelbren yetiveyet ivelvelive following ehethe ex
ample of abraham not that bjby any
means ft I1 age this examsm
pie inbi all paparticulars3re for it iiji not
always as itt was in the caso of
abraham that god hshash s made choice
of one particular son in whom their
mdreset aa bshsi called but cummon

justice and equity of eventevirtev
fatherlather to deal fairly with each W
and child according as god haahis dadeaf
with him iuju this worlds goodagood th
he may retain their eitecite
after he shallkhall have departs
from them nor should he trdytray
too much to the uncertainty tcourts at the present time foifolt
have in tco many instances
our borrow that federal court
whenever they havebate had it in th
power or wherevervever they av0

either by strained i

law or by omissions of the hi14
wrong a plural family by giving
the bratfirst wife and her heirs tj
which should have been requital
divided among ailnil the family tt
have lieverneverneven misted toetoo opopp
of doing it thinking that by brbrt

ing oppressionoppre selon and indusi icoiceco to it4
they will succeed in discodisdibcoura
the practice of tha system of tIH
ariage there is noticing lain
faith of the latter day saintsbains ora
the laws of god touching thi ra
ter that would prompt aught
justice aud equality to all the xiivii
ud children the duty of t
husband la plain in this
aud the duty of all wives and titihl
dren is to loveiove each other anaw
husband and father all eberlehcherish
that love of the gospel which abbi

our hearts together nd uli
alone cmc n carry us throughugh the tr
and tribulations of life and liftlit I1
up at the last day

one would suppose from thotheholi4 1

and cry a road in the landjand wbk 1

emanates chi fly from the clarg iii
thatthai they breare afraid the institute i
of thothe latte rd saintssainta will cdcot I1

taminalamina a0 the whole luidinid wllwil 1
I1

I

j

I1 can hardly exeexecl N

patience sufficient to treattrenttre nt it wl 1if

any degree of oobrietysobriety I1

I1 am a native born americalAmeAmerlest aj1

was reared in the state of vermon 1xi

in my early dayadays the doctry
tautsutaughteh t to our first parents to rneingm 111

ond replenish the earth vl11

popular but during the q tE
ny life that has elapse t

it has been almost totally
by the social circles of new eaten I1
andland whenwujen I1 last visited the kiloil

homesteadhomes tead an old auntau n t earlynearlyn tehiteat1 ci

to go into her grave totold me thalthat11at
cat

waswah Irregular for people nownowaa dayot it4
havela gego families and it beenteem ja

that thisthib laIs the prevailing aj
of that region for la
through new anglandhinglandgiand it was rareraidann a
I1beawaw a woman with more than titibtiaa
or three chilchUchuhrandran any of ta
older families those honored tutcat
trona of new denlandEn land who allya
contemporary with my motta
thought it honorable to raise hamaI1

but mmyy old aunt who Tnaj1
b

I1

one of the last of that stock 10 c
I1

by giving way to allowing the ink 33

ence of death haghm imbibed falsenfalbefalee iiaila
tiina and when she thus
herself to me I1 knew bileslie wagwas tf a
speaking the honest fhtittite

bf
I1gerheartherber heart todayto day ti Y

foeticidefoeticide breare popular modern drdifeit E i

torstots and doatie sesees have arisen ir B

and women who are skilled in who

are called the diseases of woul
whose special e is preventtk 89

1fecundity thereby st curing tohrutobi
band and wife the pease ea of ftcedt
graMgratificationcationcatlon without bearing ihei

of maternity andnd ittiti
trouble and expense of raarliarl
children these doctors and fotdot ti
tresses and the american stuatuddelikdelakfecfcc E

who havehav learned to pracie thuithul i

hellish artz areaie todayto day
underpinunderin ning the conscona titu iunlun f t

i

wives and motmotherhertbert yes glitecab
mutduiderder this A Rit H

devils has become popular through i
out new england eindandisIs fast spread 1

ing over the american continecontinent
and now it isJs the irishirith wormworn in

J E 1

who believe in raising j

renreu the foreign thathal
comes to the country thalthat wari t
considered the vulgar I1

and werewt iee if notnoi forthiafor thisthil doodflood of1 I ionfon

eineigneln immigration the staidblaid nefnerIS tta

england element would sooneoon be

come extinct and I1 sayinbaysin thethenathecallamilamwilwll

of israels god the bouner the bel A

ter unless they lapent of their mo I1
dersdens their audand W i1

abominations that ascendascenci towto tin

heavens and are a stenchsten ch in the nelnal
1 I1

of the almighty andandi yeiiyeti
it laIs thithic new england elerelcielcinernei
whose garments are stained vi
the blood of innocence that liiiii
found its way through our beatel
states that nashas worked heart c

wihwish the hireling priesthood I1
bring up the national heart ci
thadlh iais urging onin hostile legai

the best and purest bojt
nauumi exist upon the american eccoCCO
nenttient Is icit public moralmoralityityily tl ty

seek Is it the cause of publicpubile aI i
private morality they chahchar ploll 11

aoeo we may anai we navehave ko

often baideaid which is goeo extreme
tvrfor tham foifo hennhean wwWO


