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DISCOURSH

IPOSTLE  ERISTLS  SHON,

In the Salt Lake Aessembly Hall,
Sunday Afternoon, February
26th, 1882,

REPORTED BY GEO. F.GIBEE,

Since coming to the stand I have
been requested to address the con-
gregation.

I will read the 5th, 6th, 7th and
8th verses of the 25th chapler of

Genesis,

And Abraham gave all that he hadunto
Jsaac.

But unio the sons of the concubines, which
Abraham had, Abrabam ve glhts, and
sent them away from Isasc h!s son, while he
yet lived, eastward, unto thes east country.

A

nd: t‘henﬂ are the days of the yearsof

Abraham’s life which ke lived, an hundred
threeascore and fiftcon years

Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and
d'ed in & good old &ge, An old mAan, ana full
of years; and was gathered to his peop.e.

How far I shaxll confine myeelf to
the matter contained in this passage
I cannot say. The prezenteventful
period of our lives, the prejudices
which now move the people of our
nation concerning us, and the pres-
gure that is being brought upon us
chiefly thrcugh the religious ele-
ment of the counfry to inflzence
Congress 1o extrmordinary legisla-
tion against uz, are perhaps, the ree-
gons why my mind reverts fo the
historical facts contained in the
Scripture 1 have just read, which
was given unio us by men of old
who, until quite a recent date, have
been generally revered by all Christ-
jiane; and even now a large majorily
of the Christian sects of America
respect and reverence the anclent
fathers. their feachings and writings
while the sacred Book is elosed, but
- ignore in their dally lives wbat

:ih;:iu worthies believed and prac.

The word translated concubine in
this Scripture must not be confound-
ed with the modern practice which
obtains so largely 1n the great clties
of Christendcm, and with the more
wealthy portions of old communi-
ties. I1refer to the practice some-
times called concubinage, the prac-
- tice of marrying under the law one
wife and at the same time keeping
privately one or more mistresses
who are not obtruded upon society
having no c¢laim to the honor
name of wife—a practioe which per-
mits those who indulge In it to
gratify the carnal passions at the
expense of publie virtue, and at the
risk of entailing disesse upon anborn
posterity, as well as at the expense
of the present and eternal welfare of
their partners, I will say in sin; for
no right-minded, i correcti-thinking
person can pronounce if otherwlise
than it has -been pronounced by the
sacred writers both of the old and
New Testament—a specles of lewd-
ness and, if not classed with open
harlotry, a violation of saered mari-
tal vows. Thoere who have solaced
their consoiences or justified them-
gelves in this departure from law
and public sentiment, no doubt feel
partial justification from the prac-
tices of the ancients who were look-
ed up to and revered; but such was
not the concublnage of Abraham
nor any of the ancient patriarchs,
such was pot the system that ob-
tained under the law of Moses in an-
clent Israel.

The word translated concubinage
in King James version of the Bible,
istransiated by Luther and is found
in Scandinavia and Germany where
the Lutheran translation still pre-
valls, a3 meaning an associated wife.
In the Danish Bible it is huustro for
wife and medhustro for concubine;
the sacred name of wife is given to
both classes, the preposition med
connecting them together and con-
veying the idea of thesecond class
being an assgociated wife, or a wile
in a secondary or subordinate posi-
tion, In contradistinction to the
first. Close students of the Bible
have not failed to recognize this as
being the character of the plaral
wives of Moses and the prophsts.
Andit was practiced as an iustitu-
tion of the Jewish pation down to
the comiog of our Saviour, and, =0

far as any scriptures appear in the
New Testament, this institaticn
was neither abrogated nor in any-
wise condemned, while harloiry and
promiscuous intercourse of the sexes
~-aduliery and fornication are con-
demned in the severest language.

We have a great variety of views
in Christendom, as to the will and
mind of God pertaining to the union
of the sexes As relating to each
other, to the state and toour
and future happiness, The

| ties attonding the rearing of fami-

day Baints regard the intercourse of
the sexes, both in time and in eter-
nity, as regulated by sacred law giv-
en by our Father in heaven who has
organized us male and female for a
wite purpose in Himself, and that
purpcee g) made manifest in the first
great command given to our first
parents, namely, to maultiply and
replenish the earth., And the say-
ing to the woman after her trans-
gression as written in the book of
(Genesie, that her desires should be
towards her husband and he shoul

rule over her—the desires plante

| equality

in the breast of the womean tending

to draw to the opposite sex culmin- |

ating in a union, is & wi-e dispensa-
tion of Providence for the accom-
plishing of the great end in view to
encourage and stimulate them to
multiply and replenish the earth,
and takeupon themselves the cares,
labore, anxieties and responsibili-

lies. And among the many different

|

views entertained in Chbristendom
concerning the commerce of the
sexes we might say, thire exisis
every variety of bellef and practice

| much, becasse our institution of

ent| {0 two women
tar-'one. And the only srgument thus

growing out of those beliefs. We
have in  Christian Amerj-
¢ca a religious sect — not
very numerous fo be su'e —

who held the union of thesexes {fo
be ginful in any form whatever,
This sect I hardly need say is the
Shaking Quakers; and tn become a
member of their society — a per-
son already married would bs re-
quired to disolve his marriace rela-
tionship; a husband and wife jeining
that ﬂnc;nty would ke requiied to do
the eame, and to abstain from «ach
other for ever afterwards, all con-
nection with the sexes belng sirict
ly forbidden as "an evii that may be
tolerated in the carnsl world, but
not among those who desire to ap.

m pure and holy before the Lord.

a8 having been given to father
Adam and mother Eve, was ic the
days of their purity, before their
transpressions, when they were
worthy to converse with God face
to face; this being the case, if there

was no other reason, what philoso- |

phy can condemn that command
or a

it? There I3 no reason, to my mind,

first commandment referred to, |

oper and just effort to t«m@pnJr

has ever been presented that has
had a semblance of acundness is the
generally admitted fact of the near
of the sexes which would
seem to forshadow the general pur-
poee and design of providence that
one m&n should have only one wife,
I have never lieard an argument
relativg to the physical effects of the
institution, nor as relating to the
state or society that could not be ap-
plied justasappropriately tec monog-
amy. The opposersof plural marri-
age make many declarations against
us which are untrue whieh they do
not understand because they accept
the reports of certain persons who
give way to a lying spirit, and mis-
represent and belie people far better
than themeselves., The selflshness
and weskness of human nature, the
evils which manifest themseives
from time to fime between families
and between husband and wife, and
belween wives and children are
quoted as evils greatly to be depior-
ed as growing out of this rystem. 1
will ouly say in regard to this, that
those best zcquainted with the in.
ner workings o/ the gy-tem among
the Latter-day Saints throughout
all of their eettiements, if they testi-
fy honestly and truthfully as to the
result of their careful observations
extending over a period of over
thirty yeara—the timme that this sys
tema of ploral marriage has been
practiced by us in these mountaius,
they wouly, Ineffect, say, that there
is less discontent, less strife and
fewer family broils and less di-

coming, in time,a Jasting di-grace to
themselves, But where theie is one
example of this kind, under our
polygamic system there are at least
two under the monogamic order
that might be cited,who make ship-
wreck of their faith, who sacrifice
their honor, and whose family rend
forth a wall of grief for the loss of
confidence in husband and father.
Adultery, fornication, whoredom
God will judge; every form of licen-
tiousness He has condemned in His
word from the beginning of the
world to the present. And if follies
are manifesied by some who profess
to be Lait-r-day Saints in this direc-
tion, 8.0 we may cite similar weak-
nees manifested kty sncient men of
G d; not, however, to justify such
cases but merely as examples of hua-
man weaknesses., ‘
Re-fe:ring again to Abraham, and
bis wife Saral. They are held up in
sacred Seripture ss models of noble
character, purity of purpose, plety,
devotion and superior integrity to
God, who hesitated not to obey Him
at all hezards eve: to the sacrifice of
that which was nearest and dearest
unto them, This Saral, one of the
noblest of woemen, rceived the
promise of her son Isaac while in
old age, a promise made to ber by
the angel of God, and this becaure
of her barrenne-s and because too of
the integrity of her heart towards
ber husbaad and her willingness 10
sacrifice ber womanly feeling in giv-
ing to her husband other wives.

vorsc, and less c:sting off o!
wives and castiovg upon
community of
care, than would
the same number ¢f monogamle
families. And I may here say, 'ba:
statestics will bear me out in mak-
Ing tbis gesertion. To those who
are nof posed in the matter this
may appear incredivle; and the ma-
jJority of the christian world would
think it impossible judging from
their standpeint; aud what they see
and hear among themselves, and
judging by the epirit by which they
are animated, they would, I admg,
pronounce this a thing impossible,
But it is simply becauce they are
not imbued with the failh of the
Latler-day Saints, and this being

fo eondemn it when regulated by
law as an act of impurity; te do so
would be a direct reflection upon the
wisdom and purity of God Himself,
Of course, this is the geueral view
taken of it oy Christian nations, as
shown In their scts and in their
laws regulating it. Although the
Roman Catholic Church prohibits
intercourse with the sexes to sacred
orders, they belng, according to the
rights of the chureh forbidden to
marry. And however much some
may doubt the iniquity of their holy
vews, it 1s a matter too well known
to cail in question. The more gen-l
eral sentiment of Cbristians recog-

the case they cannot uuderstand
the motives thal prompt us to enter
into this relationship. They
cannot compr«hend the spirit that |
governs us, the d-vout .God-fearing
gpirit of seif-sacrifice which jeads us
onward to all that is noble, for hesr-
ing and lopg-suilering, that teaches
us to love cne another and to be
charitable tv all men, and which
leaches uz that the relationships
which we make through the mar-
riage covenant are but the founda-
tion of eternal glory an exsltation
in the worlds to come; and it also

future that open up before us are

nize the purity and wuprightne:s of
marriage of & man to one woman;
and they quote the following words
of the Apostie Paul to testify to it,
“‘Marriage is honorable in all, and
the bed undefiled; but whoiemong
ers and adulterers God wili judge.”
Bat the majority of modern Chris- |
tians consider that for a man to
marry more than ene wife while ghe |
lives and is his wife jaein, Now I
wlill undertake to say respecting the
two conditions of marriage, single
and plural, that where the duties
aud obligations are the same, and |
the husband is equally honorable,
just and virtuous, taithful and true |
to his wives and children, that there
is not necessarily any grea'er im-
purity existing between such a man
and his plural family, than between
& man and his single family; that|
there is not necessarily a defilement
of the marriage bed, that there is
not necesssrily defliement of the
body or spirit. When the institu.
tion of msrriage is founded in reli-
glous sentiment and is confiim.
ed by the endurin love of
busband, wives and chiidren,
and the responsibilities attending
that relationship, as we find it in
many of ths ancient worthles,
There is not necessarily any defile.
ment in plaral marmrlage. There
was not necessarily defilement in
father Abraham and other specient
patriarchs and propbets who togk to
themselves a second or a third cr
fourth wife, any more than there
was in these who confined them-
selves to one wife. Nor have I ever
beard from any creaturi—and I have
read 2nd heard much and reflected

marriage has invited discusslon and
reflection upen thissubject. I have
never yet heard an srgument that,
to my mind, appeared sound against

the marria. e of an honorable man
Aany more than to

greatly dependentupon the faithful-
ness of our reiationships and asso-
ciations in this life; and that & man
must be found capgble to properly
govern and guide his famiiy anu
preserve in timwe the wives and
children that are given tohim, lcad-
ing them In the way of life and
galvation, and rearing his children
in all that 13 pure and ipraiseworthy
80 that he cau recelve them in the
morning of the firat resurrectiou,
there to have the father confirm up-
on him his wives and children, the
foundation of his individusl king-
dom which will exist for ever and
ever, 'The outsive world canno:
comprehend this, and simply be
cause they cannot belleve it. It is
this same religious sentiment that
prompts womaen and the best of
women, the most devout women,
women of the purest motive and
characler to enter into this sacred
re'ationship, and to cause them fto
determine in their own minds that
they wou!ld crooner be agsoclatled with
a maa who bas proven himself a
man of intezrily, a mian of strict
virtue and honer, who can be relied
upon by God and msn ~they would
rather trust themselves with such a
man thsn to be the only wile of &
man devoid of these guslificatlions,
a man whoe, perhaps, for the want of
such high molives weceuld be the
victim of many vicee, of whoredom,
of concubinage or illicit intercou:ge
with the pexes, and defile himself
and destroy the confidence of his
family in him, or he would perbaps
indulge in drounkenness and otlher
kindred vices which would be the|
means of producing the same rezul:
Aund such has been the experience
of many women in monogamy,
And I do not say thatthe weak-
nes:es of mankind do not manifest
themselves in plural families; I do
not say that there are not some who

And after she had given to Abra.

the | ham Hagar that she might bear him
children without |children, mark theSeripture: It was
be found in|for the purpose that he might not be

childlese because she was chiidless.
[t was after she had thus sacrificed
her womanly feeling, thereby mani-
festing ber love and integrity to her
husband, that the Lord bad compas-
slon upon her and granted the desire
of her heart, promising ber thatehe
shou'd in course of time bring forth
a 8on, and telling her that his npame
should be Isaac, in whom and in
whose seed all the nations of the
earth were to be bles:ed. And it
was after this lad was partly grown
that God commanded Abraham
to take thbis promised child on
io the Mount NMoriah, and
there build an altar and
offer him wup as a sacrifice.
Abrasham in this was tried as few
men ever were tried; for his Jove
was great for his som whom he
would naturaily regard as a special
gific of the Lord to him, through
whom no lees a personage than the
Messiah himself should ¢come. Yet
Abraham doubted not, he paused
not to consider what the possible re-
sult might be of keepicg this com-
mand; but he trusted in God as
Paul said of hilin, ““that God was
able to ralse him up, even from the

teaches us that the glories of the |dead; from whence also he received

him in a figure.””? He trusted in
God and doubted not; and proceed-
«d to Mount Moviah and there buil
an altar, and when everything was
in readiness he bound the lad, and
while in the act of raising the deadly
Enife, he heard a voice saying,
‘“Abraham, Abraham, lay nnt thine
upon the Ilad, neither do
thou anything unfo him; for now
[ know that thou fearest God seeing
that thou hast not withheld th)
son, thine onlyson from me.” And
then the Lord went on to say, thut
because of this willingness on the
part of Abraham to obey Him even
to the sacrificing of his only son,
“That in blessing I will bless ihee
and in multiplying I will mul:iply
thy seed as the stars ol ths he.vene,
and as the sand which is upon the
sea shore,” ete. Now, I will give
back unto you your son, snd in
vlesting I will bless him and malti-
ply him, and n him and his se«d
shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed. It was because cof this
precious promize, no doubt, that h:
desired to give his sons opportuni
tles to develep and to make mani-
feet among the surreunding tribes
the charscter that w.s in him, tha:
be divided out his goods and gave
gifts to the sons of the other wives
and sent them away, but gave
his chief inheritance to his son
Izanc.
While contemplating this I can
hardly reflr«in from dropping a word
of exhortation to my brethren who

| msy ba drawing mnear the close of

life, not to neglect to make such dis

position of ther worldly «ffects as
will snitably provids for their wives
aud children while they (Lhe
brethren) yet live, following the ex

ample of Abraham, not Lthat by any
means would [ encourage this exsm-
ple ia all particulars; for it is not
alw:ys as 't was in the case of
Abraham that God h4s made choice

msy be urged on by fleshy lust, kut

it there are - it in thetr el i

of one particular son in whom their
sesd shall be called; but common

ing shipwreck of their fai'h and be- |}

W,

ustice and equity requires of ey
father to deal falrly with each

and child according as God has ¢
with him ia this world’s goods, t
he may retain their

after he shall bave depar,
from them. Nor should he ty,
too much tothe wupeertainty
courts at the present time; fory
have in tco many instances ses
our sorrow that federal couy
whenever they have had it in fh
power, or whevever they o
either by strained ecosstruction,

s

g8

lawor by omissions of the Jy
wrong a plural family by glvin
the first . wife and her heims |
which should have been equits
divided among all the family, th
have never misted tne npput{-’
of duing it, thinking that by by
ing oppreesion and injus ice tolk
they will succeed in d "
the practice of th!s system of my
{ riage, There is notning io {
faith of the Latter-day Baints o
|tha laws of God touching thism
ter that would prowpt avght )
Justice avd equality to all the wh
a,d chiidren. The duty of |
husband 18 plain in this resp
Aud the duty of all wives and &
dren is to love each other andi
hu-band and father; all cherlh
that love of the Gospel which
our bearts together, snd
alone ¢ 'n carry us thruugh the iy,
and tribulations of life, and lift
up at the last day.

Oune would sup from theh
and ery a road in the land, whi
emansales chi-fily from the ¢
that they sre afra'd the institutiy
of the Latter-day Baints will ey
iamina'e the whole lind, Wi
hypocrisy! I can hardly exed
patience sufficient to treat it wi
any d-gree of sobriety. |

I am a native born Americap; !

was reared in the State of Vermo
In my early days the docth
tau:ht to our first parents, to mi
tiply snd replenish the earth,w
popular; but during the period ¢
ny lile that has elap:y
it has been almost totzlly ignon
by the social circies of New
‘and. When I last visited the
homestead, an old aunt nearly resf
to go into her grave, told me thatl
was irregular for people now-a-days!
have la ge families. And it seen
that this is the prevailling s-ntimea
of that region; fer in travelin
through New logland it was rar
leaw & woman with more than (s
or three childran. Any of &
older familles, those honored m

trons of New En:land, who Jin#

contemporary with my mobh
thought it honorable to raise lay
famiiles; but my old aunt who w
one of the last of that stock, h
by giving way to allowing the inf
ence of death has imbined falsen
tione; and when she thus expres
berseil to me | knew she wasl
speaking the hone¢st rentiments
her neart. To.day iufanticide &
foeticide sre popular. Modern &

tors and doctie ges have yrisen,ni 8

and women who are skilled in

are called the diseases of woms
whose special practice is prevent
fecundity, therehy s-curing to b

band and wife the pleasu es of # !

gratification without bea-ng thes
sponsibilit.es of maternity, and Ui
trouble and expense of r.atl
children. These doctors and da
tresses and the American studen
who have Jearned to prac:iee the
hellish w»ris, are to-day engages!
underm:'ning the copstitu jvn
wives and mothers; yes, cull

muider, this 4 Tonavle aoctrive ¢

devils bas become po
out New Enclaund, snd fs fast spresd
ing over the American continenk
Aud pow it 18 the Irish womsd
who believe In nraising esnild
ren, the foreign eiewnent (ha
comes (o the country that

considered the wulgar peopk
and were it not for this flood of lox
eign immigration the staid Net
England element would soon

come extinet, and I say,in the pam
of Israel’s God, the svoner the be
ter unless ihey 1epent of their mw

ders, their wioredoms andZ thed

abominations that ascend tojih

neavens and are a stench in thene °

trils of the Almlg
it is thic New

the blocd of Ilnnocence, that bs
found its way through our wesiet
States, that nas worked heart @
ou] wi'h the hireling priesthood ¥
firing up the national heart, »
tha: 18 urging on nostile Iegh-}lﬂl
agains tbe best and purest ;eg!
‘uas eXist upon the Apierican eobl
nent. Is it public morality th
seek? Is it the cause of pubue &l
vriva'e morality they cha . picn? I
20, We Ay repoat wba. we have ®
often eaid, which is g0 extreme)
unwedoonxe for them to hears Wes

pular through i

hty. And, 3¢
Epgland elemes
whose garments are stained wil

g
1
|
1
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