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THE WAR ON COPPER.

When T solemnly agreed with
the NEws to furnish some io-
formation relating to the stutus of
things in and about the section
of country known as **Rocky Min-
Ing Distrlct’ in Beaver County, it
was not entirely without a realiza-
tion of what such n task amounted
to, for behold! I have *been there?
a great many times. To those who
hang around minilng districts and
are looking for profit therefrom dir-
ectly or indirectly, the advent of an
item-seeker represeoting o newe-
paper is as good as a cireus in one
respect—it affords
deal of fun to gee how eagerly the
stenderfoot?” nibbles at all their
stutements, probable, iwmprobable
and im ssib&a. but all ns highly
seasoned with idealistns and colored
with faneiful langunge as the abil-
ity of the perpetrator will permit.
It is also unlike a circus in that the
bohemiam takes away nothing but
his voiuminous notes—none
of themn negotiable exeepl o
the paper he represents, and not al-
ways there—and leaves the greater
Eart of whatever guantity of lucre

¢ may have bevn possvssed when
he made his grand entree. T re-
member with vivid distinctness
the first article that ever eseaped
from my pencil to the columns of a
ne wslmfer regarding & mining situ-
ation. It often causes a sad, bu
not altogether forlorn condition of
mind, the thought of how snugly
and completely I wastaken in and
done for giving place at once to one
in which the said paper in turn fig-
ures a8 the victim. The fact that
it was no better posted and as sus-
euptlble to Munchausenisms as the
writer, was a comforting influence
whose clements were not altogetiier
malice and that misery which
hankers after compuany, but which
yielded a small retutn in the way of
a moral,

1 was well equipped on this occa-
glon, and it wus well forall con-
corned that it was 80,  Bometimes,
when the niood is present and the
paper represented willing, fancy’s
mayical pinions are spread wide
and no especinl notice 8 taken of
her flight. Now, let me say, the
digposition is wanting and the
News unwllling to receive nny-
thing but facts as they exist and
logical deductions therefrom. A
long, albeit desultory, experience
among the delvers and thelr para-
sltes, embracing actual observatious
in and around the excavations and
other features of mining commaini-
ties, have had thelr effect upon the
undersigned, and lie 18 no longer the
food for sharks he was in the days
lon n.ﬁ)nu. Everything heard in
such places is now discounted till* it
ruaches ita proper preportions, and
e\'aryt.hinﬁ seen is beheld with the
eyes of & disbellever willing to be
convinced, not with those of
an enthusiast who enjoys be-
inflated a8 much as the

ing
“rounders’® do the inflating
The best resulis

{)roperly come
through maturlty; it is the work
done on the homestretch that counts.

Milford, some 215 miles south and
a Nitle west of Balt Lake City, is
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E‘rfwticall y the terminus of the Utah
jentral Railway, though a supple-
mental line connecls to Frisco, six-
teen miles west. Regular traing are
run on this division, golng up in the
moraing shortly after the arriral of
the northern passenger and return-
1ng a little before the other departs
in the evening. The englne pushes
the train going up, na a measure of
safety nng convenlence combined;
it must always be on the down
end to prevent the possibility of a
car becoming detached and return-
\ing to the level at a rate of speed
which I can liken to nothing at
present but the flight of an arrow.

The road between Milford and
Frisco describes a horseshoe, the
grade even with thls grent detour,
which ndds fifty per cent. to the
distance between the two points,
being so great that a car left to
itsel{” and starting from Frisco, as
has becen done two or three times,
splus over the sixteen-mile course
in just twelve minutes.

Milford is almost deserted. But
tor the presence of the rallway, it
would present a forlorn appearance.
The expectations entertalned of the
place when the rond first reached it
—that it wonld be a modified
Cheyenne—have long since van-
ished iuto thin alr; indeed, all the
boom it ever had was the prestige
imparted by the enterprise nnd
capital of the Utan Central Com-

ny, and thig, with all its aid and
nfiuence, could not evangelize
a naked, barren plain into a
bounding metropolls. The road
now carries the entire situation,
and with the revival of operationsin
the Rocky arffd other districts ad-
Joining, it Is easy to undersiand that
Mﬁford’ will agnin materialize and
surpass its former seif, giving those
who own property thereabout some-
thing of a return for their outlay
and richly repaying the railroad
company for its Hbernlity and per-
gigience ant the snme time. The
greater part of the traffic now comes
from and goes to BeavEr and the
gouthern country generally, Frisco
of course contributing & heavy pro-

portion.
The “0Id Hickery® mine,
the first discovery in Rocky

district and n kind of nucleus around
which have grown locations until
the face of nature is plastered over
with them so thickly that for mlles
around they are confluent, is the
most noted of any mine in this
region by reason of ita being the
firat discovery and a great producer.
It is said to be entircly or parfly
owned by Frenehmen who figured
Inrgely in the recent extensive
and continued bearing operations
in copper which were incubzied by
the Suciefe des Metaur and engin-
vervd by the Comptoir & FEscompte
(nol Comptuir des Compte, a5 most
of the western papers persist in  put-
ting it) of ’aris. It is situated five
miles due northwest of here, near
the summit of nn eminence arising
abruptly from the south side of the
roadway to a height of about 300
feet. The main shaft is eighty feot
down and on the surface enough
gaudy-looking green, blue and red
rock fs up to load eeveral

i::ile
trains. This carries gold, silver,
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iron and copper, the last predomin-
ating, though all are well repre
sented, Some of it has gone up
80 per cent. coFJaer,ﬁO ounces #l-
ver and $20 gold. WIth copper ab
25 centaa pound, which is where
its commercial and intrinsic value
entitles it to be, even in times of d&
pression ke the present, that me
alone would make the ore wort
about $300 per ton, or altogethe®
rating sllver at a dollar an ouncé
$470. Such ore could even now be
shipped at a clear profit of $250 per
ton, but of course it is not all 80
good as that, nor nearly so, but from
n thorough exploration of the field,
from numerous samples collec
and from a thoroughly distributive
and analytical series of assays, L nnl
prepared to state without fear of be-
ing overcome that the ores of the

district will average fully one-fourtl

of the figure and approximale
closely to the respective proper™
tions stated, thus ranking in the
high-grade Rivision of ores. Not
only at the Hickory, but all
around and in every direction arv
llenps of this ore, speanking as elo-
quently as muteness can of the v

wealth secreted in the recesses 0
nature and awaiting ouly the labor
and enterprise of man to be brought

into the 1eht of ay
and made usefu) in oul
time and generation.  The

whole country 1s filled with It
Wherever 1 went, and I covered
several square miles of this gruut
sscopper belt,*? at almost every place
where a pick was struck in it pro
duced mineral of some tdescriptiofl.
There would seem to be enough
build a large city with all the houses
composed of copper. And why i1t
all lying there, with the excetyt.mn of
a comparatively insignificant guan-
tity, in exactly the shape and form
which the gorges took on in the
days when the huge convulsion®
of our common parent caused the
“|ieavens to shrink upward with tu-
multuous dread?” The “why”’ M
well as the “wherefore? is wha
have been drifting on toward since
I sented myself on a candle Lox 8
a dirty old shelf for n table, to trat®
these lines.

That the French financlers 8r¢
the ablest of that class of men alive
is nstatement needing no argument
The history of the world sinc®
man began to know that certain 0
the metals had intrinsic value aD
could thus be made a ready menns
of effecting exchanges, is authority
on that point, even if so much wert
needed. But their skill and thelf
regard for upright conduct in ajnl-
ing at given conclusionsare not Al
ways parallel conditions. Flrst em-
ploy all means to win by fair metil-
ods; failing in these, all means
win, is the text in brief, and the
plutocratic Gaul Hves up to it religh:
ously. Recently it was discove
that the copper product of
world, so far from falling off or even!
remaining stationary, was actually
increasing. This discovery natur
ally created that feeling of confl-
dence in the situntion which eauset
the world at, large to be unwald
and altogether at ease so. far oA the
ruddy metal waa concerned. ,

Once unsuspecting, naturally
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