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X BAVE listened with muoch interest
10 the remarks which have been
made thia afternoon by our breth-
ren who have been on missions.
The work that we are engaged in
diffters materially froma mnything
that is in existence in the world to-
day, and is alltogether of another
character from all else with which
we sre acquainted. God has spoken,
The heavens have been opened. The
Lord has revealed Hia will to the
human family. He has sent forth
& message of 1ife, light, intelligence
and trath; and, as has been described
by our brethren who have spokem,
this message is not received very
agioualy by, at Jemst, the people of
Elrlia nation. I Qo mnot think the
heathen that Brother Wooley has
been among would treat the Eldera
in the way that has been described
by Brother Palmer, Ido not think
they would tar and feather the El.
ders, and throw tobacco and rotten
eggs 6t them,{and otherwise
maltreat them, It ia left for
-Christians, and for the enlightened
people of this generation to perform
luog acts—a generation that boaste
of its civilization, itsintelligence, its
advancement In the arts and in the
r selences, and in everything that is
-ealculated to exalt and to ennoble
man. But it s very humiliating to
hear such statementa as th?ﬁ‘ia wlr]::h
have been presented to us 8 after-
noon. 1 caxlx)t:eadily belleva Bro. Pal.
mer’s remarks that in the Jast seven
or eight years the people where he
has been laboring have been fast de
-teriorating and are very muoch more
corrupt and wicked, lower and more
degraded than they were at the
commencement of that time. But
then it has not been an uncommon
thing even for enlightened peo-
ple to manifest such a spirit as he
has represented. I think we have
an aoccount of semething very simij-
Iar to it in the days when Jeaus
was npon the earth. The religious
people even of that day—the Acribes
and Pharisees, the pious ‘feople who
professed to fear God and keep His
commandments, that made broad
their phylactaries and-prayed on
the corners of the streets—were the
ones, and the first ones, to cry,
s#Crelfy Hin, crucify Hlm’; it is
not fit that He should live.” And
then there were other manifesta.
tions which were very similar to
gome of those we have heard rels-
ted, It le true He cast oot devils,
but then they said that He did so
by the power of Beelzebub, the
Prinoe of Devils.- They cailed Him
s glutton, wine bibber, and a friend
of publicans and sinners, and final-
Iy they preferred His death to the
death of a robber, and cried, ‘“Hia
blood be upen ue and upon onrchild«
ren;” and terribly have they reaped
the results of that cry acd the re-
_ward of their acts even up to thepres-
ent day. There is a retribative jos-
tice aseociated with many of these
-things. The Beriptures positively
.pay that what a man soweth he
'Shall also reap; and what nations
sow nations will reap; and there-
fore people who are Bo debased
and degraded as& to act in the man-
ner represented demand our commla-
oration and our pity rather than
our censute and reproach.
Brother Palmer has remarked
ihat while they are aseking to in-
tive ns we are geeking to t_)eneﬂt
them. That i8 proper. It 1s the
duty of ail good, ali right feeling
men-—and this has beell 8o recog-
nized everywhere and among all
cultared and intelligent nations and
oples—to ireat thelr fellow.men
l‘):jt_h humanity, with kindness and
with courtesy. To be gullty of acts
guch az have been described are
ngng of degrada\‘.ion, of fO]ly, of
wickedness, and of corruption. If
God has spoken, if the heavens have
been opened, if He has been pleased
o restore to us the everlasting Gos-
pel, we have Cause &8 a peq le to re-
joice, and we do rejolce in the bles-
‘ainga of the new and everlasting
ocovenant which have been revealed
tous, Having had these communi-
cationas made known to ue, we feel
it & duty and a responelbility de-
: wolving npon us to carry out the
word, the will and 1aw of God. But
there i a bound to all of these
things. Jeeus said in His day, ‘Lt
they have persecuted me they will

peraecute you. If they have re-
ceived my rayings they will receive
your gayings, If they have reject-
ed me they will refect you also.”
Therefore, there is nothing new in
this persecation. We expect it. l:t
arizes from the same epirit, a apirit
0l antagonism to God, to Hislaws
and to the principles of troth, no
-matter whether it is doue by the
drunkard, by the debauchee, or by
the pious, go called, or the religions;
it makes no difference; the acte, the
spirit and principle are the rame;
they originate from the same source,
He that doeth good i good, and he
that doeth unrighteourly is unright-
eous. The crucifying of Jeens
Christ did not obliterate the great
and eternal principles which he pro.
mulgated to the world; and the at=
tacking of & man—no mstter who
hemay be—in possession of truth,
with rotten epgs will not change
that truth and make:it a falsehood.
it simply makes a fool of the msn
who eugages in these irregularities,
and shows that he is low, degraded
and debased. That is the result of
such an exhibition. But I will say
to Brother Palmer that he s not
bound to eontinue among such peo-
pla. Jerus said in His day, ¢‘If they
persecute you in one coity fiee to an-
other;” and where there I# not man-
hood, honor, integrity and patriot-
ism enough among a people ta eor-
rect those kind of abuses, it is the
privilege of the Elders to leave
them and go to people who will la-
ten {o the principles of truth, We
are not sent to the profligate, or to
the debanchee, or to the lawless, or
corrapt or the depraved, alone, Our
mission is to the nations of the
earth, to proclaim the Gorpel to all
men, that they may understand
that the heavens have been opened;
that God bas spoken; that the prin-
ciples of eternal truth have been re-
vealed; that the everlasting Gospel
bas been restored. Qur mission la
to proclaim this testimony to the
nations of the earth, and if they re-
ceive it, well; if not, the onus rests
with them and not with us. We
then have performed our duty, and
If & nation, a people, s city, or a vil-
lage reject the truth, we then have
performed our duty towards them,
and lezve the responsibility upon
them; let them abide the re-
sult, The people of this nation need
not be so determined to cast the
iroth from them., Jt will be with-
drawn quicker than they think
of. The servants of God will
te withdrawn from them gooner
than they Imagine, and after the
testimony of the servants of God
comea the testimony of Hia judg-
ments, of His wrath and of Hia
indignation, ana, as it I8 written, the
testimony of piagunes, pestilence,
war and famine, and those other re-
eults that are spoken of in the Serip-
tures of eiernal truth, We feel to
sympathize—I do—with this nation
and with other natlous;for [ do know
of certain events that wiil transpire
aszociated therewith, and therefore
I sympathize with them, and God
does, and that is why He sends forth
His gervanta and has commanded us
to go tothe ends of the earth and
proclaim the Gospel of the Bon of
God, and to deliver the message that
He has entrusted us with. And I
would say to those who have been
freated as outcaste among many of
those peaple,and whom they perrit-
ted to eleep on the open ground, ete,
~I wonld say to them that many
of themn will have more of that
thing to do than has ever entered
into their hearts to sonceive of; for
whatever measure they mete, as
the Lrord God liveth, it shall be me-
ted unto them sgain, pressed down
and running over, Iint I would eay
to those who have had to sufler, be
Eltient, all is well, ang all will yel

® well; for as Jesus 2aid in His day,
#0 we §ay in this day, “Fear not,
little flock, for it is your Father’s
sood bleasure to give you the King-

om.” Hear it, O israel! *Fear
not, little flook, for it is your
Father’s gcod pleasure to give you
the Kipgdom.” He that ia wise
can underetand, We must remem-
ber one thing, that aithough in for-
mer times, as has afready been re-
ferred to, it was said that the
Chnreh shonld go fnto the wilder-
ness; that a certain power, to mse
the words of Daniel, ¢“shall speak
great worda against the Most High,
and shall wear out the Baints of the
Most High, and think to change
times and laws; and they zhail be
given into his hand ontil u time and
Umes and the dividing of time.”
Yet, though this power should ac-
ioomplish it8 puarpose, and the king-
dom ahonld be given into ite hands
for a certain peried, the time would
come In the Iatter days when the

Saints would poseess the Kingdom;
‘‘and ithe Kingdom sud dominion

and the greatness of the Kingdom
onder the whole hesven shall be glv-
en to the people of the Baints of the
Most High, whose Kingdom is an
everlasting Kingdom and al] domin-
ions shall serve and obey Him.*The
latter time will come as eurely as
the former. There wag a little stone
that was to be heawn ont of the
mountaina withont hande, and it
was to roll and roll and roll, and
smite the image on fts feet, and the
gold, and the sflver, and the braes,
and the iron, and the clay were to
become as the chaff of the summer
threshing floor, and there should be
found no place for it. Thus In the
inst dispeneation, we are told, in
contradistinetion to the former one,
that the Kingdom should not be
given into the hands of snother
people, but that jt should stand for-
ever; and the Lord, who has insti-
toted and revealed His law end
made manifest His will to the hu-
man family, is able to accomplish
His own purposes and In His own
way.

Men operate agafinst us because
they do not know what they do,
Let them pursue this course, That
is their basiness, Let ns pursoe our
course; for God requires us to fuldl
His Jaw and obey His command-
ments and walk in obedience to His
precepis, and proclaim His word,
His will and His message to the na-
tions of the earth, and we-wil go
forth, in the name of Israel’s God,
and fulfil the mission that He has
given usto fulfil. Then in regard
to the people receiving or rejecting
it, that is none of our business, Oar
basinees ia to do His wiil, proclaim
His word, and make known His
law, and deliver our testimonies.

“Go ye into all the world,” was
the command of Jesus, and It has
&bien the command Ip these latter

¥,

“Go yo into all the world, and
preach the Gospel unto every crea-
tore. Ho that believeth and is bap-
tized shall be zaved; but he that be-
lieveth not shall be damned,”
When we shall have done this we
will leave the resnlt.in the hands of
God. It is for us to perform our do-
ty, and having done this, it is all
that the Lord reqaires at our hands
80 far as our misslons are concerned,
Here we have other work besides
thatto do. We have gathered to-
gether from the nations of the earth
—what te do? To learn of the law
of God and $o0 walk in obedience to
Hiz commands. [ wiil take them
one of A olty, says the Lord, and
two of a family and bring them to
Zion, and glve them pastors safter
mine own heart that shall feed
them with knowledge and under-
standing. This ia what He has been
doing, and the people gathered in
the valleys of the mouniains are the
resulita of these iabors afd the effecis
of :that testimony which God has
given to the Elders of Israel. We
are doing quite a labor here notwith-
standing there i# a great amoont of
feeling exhibited mgalpst ua as a
people, and they threaten us with
further persecution and prosorip-
tlons, with confiscation, banishment
and the sword, and these things
are openly advocated by the press,
in the pulpit, and by political trick-
sters and demagogn es who are real-
1y the eremies of this nation, of
good rule and government, and of
the Institutions of our comntry.
There is a 1awless, reckless, danger-
ous epirit that ja plaguing thena-
tlons of Europe and threatening
their overthrow, and that spirlt and
those influences are sought to be en-
grafted upon this natlon; and from
thespirit that is being manifested
it seems that they are but too sue-
cesefal, aud that the religlous ani-
mus is being made use of 8s A pre-
text to foster their nefarious designs,
They scem to forget that if the prin-
ciples of liberty and the rights of
man can be attacked wvnder the
guise of what they are pleased to
term **Mormonlam™ or #*polygamy

that other systems, creeds and|P!

falthe that may be considered objec-
tionable to the majority, the barriers
being once broken down, will be
equally open to their attack, wntil
order, justice, equity and good gov-
ernment will be supplanted by Ni-
hilism, communism, Kn Xiaxism,
Molly Maguireism and every
other incendiary and revoln-
tionary principle until anarchy
shall generally prevall, and those
great principles for which the
rounders of this government
contended ehall be overthrown, the
goddess of liberty be dethroned and
out proud flag be diaggled in the
dust, and the greatest and prondeat
repoblican nation that ever existed
bevome the laughing stock and de-
rision of the mobnarchies of the
world, Itis lamentable to think of
these things, but thiy would hieces.

sarlly be the result of the vast
amount of tergiversation and infam-
ous falsehood which iseo rampant
at the present time; for it is safe to
gay that ninateen twentietha of the
statements that are made agalnet us
and assiduonsly propagated and be.
lieved are unmitigated and ounbloeh.
ing falsehoods, without any founda-
tion In troth, and sre set onfoot hy
their inventors snd propagators to
accomplish their nefarions and diz-
bolical purposesa, These characters
are aptly represented in the Berip.
tares in the following térms:

#“They hatch cockatrice’ eggs, and
weave the splder’s web: he that eat-
eth of their egga dieth, and that
which is crushed breaketh ocut Into
& viper,

Thejr webs shallnnt become gar-
ments, neither shall they cover
themselves with their worke: their
works are works of iniquity, and
the act of violence is in their hands.

“Their feet run to evil, and they
meke haste to shed inmocent blood:
thelr thoughta are thoughts of in-
iqaity; wasting and deatruction are
In their paths,

“The way of peace they know not;
and there is nojudgment in their go-
ings: they have made them crooked
paths; whosoever goeth therein
shall not know pesace.”

Having had the truth presented
to them they have rejected it, as
pecple In former days have rejected
similar truths, One would be sur-
prized at the amount of falsehood
that exieta abroad pertaining to us
a3 & people, and the almost niter im-
possibility of obtaining sny correct
statements about our affairs} but
the Apostle Panl explains this mat-
ter, and has prophesied clearly of
the events that shonld transpire.
That great enonciater of Christian
principles saye, “Becauge they re.
ceived not the love of the truth,
that they might be saved, .And for
thie cause God ehall send them
strong delusion, that they should
believe & lle, That they all might
be damned who believed not the
truth, but had plessure in eorighte-
ousness,”

It ever s people wereafflicted with
this mania it iIs the people of the
United Btates to-day,and not only
of the general people but we are
gorry to say some of those In high
places pariake of the same spirt,
but then there may be an exouse
for thousands snd millions of the
people who find it impossible to ar-
riveat the knowledge of the truth.
It is to those who are engaged in
this work of misrepresentaticn and
talzehood that these remarks wouid
apply, and outside of the fujory they
are doing to the Blate, I would say,
woe! to those that fight egainst Zion,
for God will fight sgainst them,
Now, I say that, I make that state-
ment here, and I do It in the name
of the Lord, and their judgment
lingereth not and their destraction
elambereth not, for the Lord will be
after them. But 1t is for us to ob-
serve the Jaw of Qod, keep His com=
mandments, walk in obedlence to
Hin precepts and do good for evil,
blese thoze that curse wms, and do
gocd to those that dispitefally nse
us, that we may be the children of
our Heavenly Father, who causes
Hig sun to rise on the evil and on
the good,and sendeth His rain on
the just snd on the unjust. Pray
tor all good men the world over,
whether in this nation or any other
natlon; forthere are thousands and
hundreds of thousands of men, hon-
orable men, in this nation and in
other nations, many of whom are
deceived by the inlsehoods that are
circulaled in their midst, and desire
to do right, and when they learn the
truth they will be governed thereby.
[ think I have read something like
this—I presume many of you have
read the same thing—that the time
will come when he that will not
takeup his sword to fight against
his neighbor muat needs flee to Zion
for satety, These daye are fast ap-
osching, and If God ean be merci-
ful and kind to the human family
we can afford to be the eame, If
He js tall of benevolence and long-
suffering, we can afford to mapliest
the same spirit, It is for us to pur-
sue the octiree that our Lord and Ba-
vior has marked oul;to preserve
ouraelves In viriue, in honor, iz por-
ity, in righteousness; to deal rightly
one with apcther; and with
all men, fo preserve owr bod-
jes and epirits pure before the
Lord, and to call upon him in the
morning and in the evening and
whenever we have an opportunity.
It is for us to_walk according to the
fight of the Holy Bpirit whieh God
has given unto ws; and to love not
the world, nor the things thai are
in the world; for any man that lov-
eth the world, the love of the
Father ta ot In him, It is for us §g

act justly before God, that when v
get through with the affaira of t
world we may be prepared for an i
heritance that is incorroptible, a4
deflled, and that fadeth notawn
reserved in the heavens for ns. B
we have & work here to perforn i
We have to asslet in building thogsy
temples; and X am happy to sy thal
in visiting some of the temple dif
tricta lately, I have fonnd that thin g
are progressing very favorably, M@
long ago a nomber of us paid o vigh|
to Cache Valley. Thelr tempjt
there i3 very nearly completed.

is & beautiful strncture; and everg
thing fa gofng on pleasantly ag il
agreeably. The people of these d}f
tricts are not engsged in rotten-eg
ing people, nor in persecoticg thern
but they are seeking to fear God s
work righteousness, and a apirit|#
thiz kind seems to prevail amo
the Balnts wherever we trave
They are erecting another beauntif
atructore in Mantf. The roof is a
that bullding, and there also evers
thing is progressing very pleasant
and agreeably. And when we ks
cemble with the people, they me
together in the spirit of the Goapel
We don’t find meeting houses bi
enoogh to accomodate the peopl
And they are not the same kind
people Brother Palmer has spokel
of. We are among = class of peopf
that treat ms kindly, Jovinglr, affe
tionately, snd that do ail inthe
power, while we are in their mids
to make us comfortable.

Bome of us have heen out in ihy
world preaching the Gospel witho:
purse or ecrip. Brother Woodru
Brother Joseph F, 8mith, and mauj
of my brethren who are around my
bave been ont on missionsin the i
tionz of the earth, and we know
of ug what that is. T talked soc-aj
time ago to & young man whohs ;
been shot at by three men in thj
Btate of Georgia. They shot at hio
but mirsed him. I told him I had {
liftle the advantsge of him—if i
might be called an advantage—/a
they shot at him and missed hitn
but they shot at me and hit me
But in regard to these matters, the
are of very liftle importance. A§
this mobbing, lawlessness and vic
lence I3 a litile amusing to reflecys
apon, It ehows the weakbpees an
tolly of men, and if they can affor
it, we can certainly endure it.

Our purpose will be to go on an
qo the will of God, to build upH
Zion and His Church, and $otry
Jpurily the Churob, that we may b
free frtom hypoeriey, from vanit
and from orafiiness of every kind
that we may be honorable, upright
charitable, kind and benevole
You have some of these strangerys
here amopg yon. What would yo
do with them? Why, treat themg
well. If they are naked, cloth
them. If they are hungry, "ec
them, If they are sick, adminijue
to them, and do good for evil, an
earry out the principles of the Gos
pel of the Son of God, They are th
children of our Hesveniy Fathe
with all their weaknesses and fol
bles, God s mereifu) to sll men
He has given to all s portion of Hi
Bpirit to profit withal, and if they
will not heed it, what then? The
are cortain irrevocavle iIawe, certai
decrees, gone forth from the hesven
that must and will be accomplishe
in regard to thenations of the earth
and we cannot help it. We willy
on and do the work which God hzy
designed for us to do. We are build
ing teraples. When they are ﬁnj
ished, wiih the help of the Lord
we will enter them and do =«
work for the living and for the dead’
—for onr fathers and friends and ag<!
goclates—and then when we getl
through with these temples, thera
are others to be bollt under the di-
rection of the Almighty, We wilk
try and bunlld up the Zion of the
Lord, and we wiil accomplish it tocl|
Now, Iwill prophesy this In the
name of the Lord. 1 will prophe:y|
that Zion will be bullt up. I willl
prophesy that the Kingdom of God!
will be established, and that thd
Chureh of God will grow and in-
crease, Jtis for ue Lo love ome an-—
other, to cleave to the truth, and i«
do good to all men, especially to the
househoid of faith. We wlil add te
out fmith virtue, brotherly kindne sa
eto., and every principie that tenda
to exalt, dignify and happify the ho-
msau family. Let us Jearn to live
our religion, and while others are
acling foolishly, let us not act fool-
ishly and nnwisely, but live our re-
ligion, a religion that we can carry
with us to our homee, that will be
with ua In onr ontgoings and cur ip=~
comings, and that in onr deslingr
one with another we may act hon:
orably and nprightly, and not only
with one another, but with all men,

and be Saints of God without yebnls

Bl



