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Jabor among men, by leeislation and
education. Buf buman nabure as it is,
does not eeem prepared for a practical,
forceful application of an Improved
theory at tbe best. Certain it js that pov-
erty appears more prolific than'where
wealth prevaile. [fauspension of repro-
duction ia an evidence of pature’s in-
tention, the well-to-do, the cultured,
the educated so to speak, are limited in
incresse, and #o, in bumanity at leaat,
“‘the survival of the fttest? appears
to he ratber a questionable conclurion,
Whether statesmanship will ever
grapple with this problem, or wbether
to solve it humanity wili try to wash
it out {n anarchy and blooo,
time can only determine, But
when tbe unemployed are numbered
by hundreds of thousands, and life Je-
penda upon labor which cannot be
reacbed, surely the tem ptation to ap.
propriate at 1east the neceasarles which
are everywhere in visible abundance
la one which may become irresistibile,
and in the taking or proiection thereof
much destruction may take place of
thatwhich is most valuable because
beyond reproduction.

However, the latent wis nol to ex-
tend chservation on tbese phhses of
intense competition, but to call atten-
tion to a local condition, which ma.
terlally affects our interests aa s busl-
pness community. We need not re-
capitulate the fact of financlal strain
to winich the last tew months bear
witness, or to the conciusion, unwel-
ocome though 1t may be, that recupera-
tion i not as rapid assome would
desire. We note that presasure has been
and is upon the entire community.
Naturally bopeful, most have be:
come more or less indebled oae to
another, and every one has wanted to
collect, and every one who bad any-
thing—in view of responelbliity—
wanted to sell. Tbe merchant, the
farmer, the atockman, and tbe laborer,
in making bonorabie eflort, bave he.
come competitors in their reepective
Jines. Advertisementa {n the papers
of our leading citlea cali atteation to
enforced sacrifice of goods and com-
modities. Hers and there one has
failed, and mesignees for reallzation
have pald little autention to cost ar
value. Legltimate buslness haa be-
come more or less paralyzed,buyers be.
wildered, and every one almost aome-
what restlese, uncertain and confused.

It has been a query in tar more pre-
tentious citiee and communities than
ours as to whether distributors or store.
keepera were not very much in excess
of neceasity, and wbether im muliipll-
cation they do not demoralize and de-
stroy each other. To secure patronage
is tbere not an undue cutting of
prices. and to increase trade Is there
not a disposition to give more for pro-
duce than it will bring iu any market?
And does not thisexcess of stores lead
to a loosepess In the giving of credit?
Men keep stores to eell guods, and {bey
4ndulge in rivalry at timies which cre-
ates 11l feeling and may be depreclation
of au opponent, or as may be thought,
an enemy. Ln fact, lustances are not
far to seek where clasa-(eeling, partisan-
ship, d/sunion, are tbe fruite of incraas-
ing bugivess and ill-natured compe-
titlon.

To say that selfishness and personal
succesa are seen in thie, in only to say
that human uLetore unrenovated is
pretty much the same. It ie given to

but few to pay no aitention to a com-
pefitor or to allow the prlce at which
he sells to hacome a worry and an
apxiety. Yet the wise man never
allows a gustomer to realize that he
bas a competitor, or to indulge In feel-
inge of bitternesa because of an assumed
rivalry in his neighborbhood or town.
Neither is it at preeent poesible to keep
persons ont ot any line of business, or,
if B0 engaged, Lo interfere with tbelr
methode save they becowme involved.
Then creditora have thelr redress in
law, while weak:  rivala rejoice al a
fallure wbich muy inure to their ind}-
vidua) good!

Immunity was promised, nay assnred,
to many places for years, because hy
practicing the prineliple of co-operation
one store was enough for most eettie-
menis, As they enlarged, branchee
were eanslly arranged. The people
owned both and migbt hive enjoyed
the protita or benefits as they preferred
to ¢lect. Bul baving receded from this,
unreguiated competition makesallsuch
investmen: subject to upusual risk,
aud more or less disaster. Far because
of loose competitlon, indebtedneas haa
gone beyond all ressonable bounda,
even for an honest people. Denied in
one place, & customer has been wel-
comed in another, or got credit in
everal asthe case might be; and none
seemed aware of danger until, with un-
expected preesure, collapse came al-
must as a matbter of couree.

[2 there a remedy, or have clroum-
stances brought educatlon enough to
m ke budiness men felounce (he prae-
tice of unrestricted actommodation?
Or bas the great public—the consumer
—realized that economy and retrench-
meut are better than débt?  Or will
¢ mpetition be curtailed in trade and
manufactures, as it appears to be In
the wholesale trade, or aa It uppears to
be in professional life, where exorbi-
tant fees (or proflts) are paid witbout
compunction, ounsideration, ilvelry or
competition!

1s pot manufacturing & more "lauda-
ble, necesanry and profitable pursuit for
us and ours? One meaning labor, tbe
utilization of raw matariai, the culti-
vation of independence, and the supply
of markets used by those less thougbt-
ful? Would not this be better thao
simple distribution possibly can be, al-
though all countries may Le ransacked,
and our store-shelves groan witn the
acoumulated produete of a teeming
world? What say yon?
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WORKING A COAL MINE.

There are tbree main systems in
working stratifled mines; The pillar
and stall, equare worg and long wall;
ali of wbicb can be subjected to modi
fleatione auited to the general state and
condition of tbe measure. In opening
a mine the agent should make a ¢are-
ful examination of the seam, 8o far as
it has been proved; the aogle of la-
clination; the state of the overlaying
meagures, and the metbods that should
be auopted to work the mine.

As nforesaid, the Almy coal is a
very combustible measure, and re.
quires great care and attention to keep
it in good working order.

We have both No. 7 and No. 4 shut
down for fire, and No. 1 and No. 3 be:
canse they cost a little more s ton for
workiug then the company cared to
pay, 8o from all appearance it would

seem tbat they will remain sbut down
for some time to come. No. 7Tcan be
reopened on the soutb eide at a light
cost but we cannot say tbat for No. 4;
To reopen No. 4 and do it in the most
permanent way would cost about two
hundred tbousand ¢ollara at least.

From tbhe large number of fires wa
bave had ip the coal measute of this
valley, It seems to me as if the pillar
and stull metbod, the prineiple upon
which these mines are worked, is not
aujted to the ¢onditionsof the measures
in tbis district. We cannot consider
that the aystem of working & mine 18
right where omly one-third or one-
balt and in some cuses only one-
flitb of tbe coal is got from the
openinge of the mine. This fact in
itself is suificient to eonvince every
futeiligent person that there is some-
tbing wrong in thia matter, Under
present exiating circumstances the
question la, Wbai can be done to
change thie state of aftalrs? I aunswer,
Work the mines on tbe sguare block
principle, and clean out nut only one.
third or one-hal., but the whole
quantity of ¢usl within the measure;
vy the square work aystem you can
do tbis, but by the pillar and stall
principle you cannot do it In this
valley.

Oojectlons to this method ¢an and
will most llkely be made, on tha
ground that the company would have
too long to walt for a return on the
capltal invested in the mjne. I am
aware, Mr. Eidltor, thattbis is a fast--
living age, Tbe craving acnxiety of .
busivess firma to become miltionairen ia
too prominent for steady, safe working.
Poat a {alr return upon the capltal in-
vosted in miuves ehould be expscted
and obtalped within a reasonable
time, no person would ques-
tivn; but to expect the dollar at every
stroke of tbe pick tu fall Jnto cur hands,
is tar too aerial a theory Lo be realized.
The writer 1a fully cognizantol the
fact tbat office mine-2ngineers can do
much with thepen and paper in the
office, but in the mine, as a rule, they
are at sea and the general voice i8
tbat thelir absence is worth more than
their presence with the everlasting
gong on thelr 1ips, ¥cut down the ex-
pense, cut down the expense.’’ Ahb,
until your destroy both life and prop-
erty, and tben as areward shoulder
tbe reaponsibliity.

Inopening a minein this vailey on
the &guare block principle witbh good
mansgement and witnh the measure
free ffom large f{aulte,the production
can, and ougbt to be, 500 tone per day
—In twelve months from Lbe start,

R. R, H.

Rep QanxnonN, Ulnta, Co.,, Wyo,
January 17tb, 1894,

DEATH OF SISTER SMOOT.

Provo, Utah, Jan, 20.—Hister An-
nie K. Smoot, wite of the President of
Uian Biage, Elder A. O.S3muot, and
president of the Utah Btake Primary
associationa, died at 10 o’ciock tbis
morning afler many weeka of sutlering
and illoess, Bhe was sixty years of
age. Bhe jolned tbe Cburch in the
early fifties in Norway, and emigrated
abortly aiter, When sbe joined the
Church sbhe was turned out of dnors
by ber parents and persecuted by
former (rivnds and neighbors. Bbe
was always a faitbful and copsistent
Liatter.day Balnt.




