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{riendly intercourse ; and I most sincerely hope
that this desirable resuit may yet be brought
about,

I verily believe that all the officers entertain the
same fﬂ&ﬁngs towards the Mormons as Capt. Van
Vliiet, and I entertain no donbt thatan acquaint-
ance with them would satisfy you that such is
the fact, :

I am very respectfully and truly yours,

. R. B. MARCY.
Revd. John Taylor,
Great Salt Lake City, Utah Ter.

GreAT SALT LARE CITY, Oct, 215t
Carr. Marcy--My Dear Sir:—

[ embrace thisthe earliest opportunity of an-
swering your communication to me, embracing a
letter from Mr. Fuller, New York, to you, an in-
froductory letter tome andalso one from W. I.
Appleby to Governor Youngy the latter, immeai-
ately on its receipt, I forwarded tohis Excellency,
and here let me state, Sir, that 1 sincerely regret
that circumstances now existing have hitherto pre-
vented a personal interview,

I can readily believe -your statement t

, 1857.

£ it is

very far from your feelings, and most &f the |

command that are with you to interfere with our
social babits or religions views. One must
raturally suppose that among gentlemen educated
for the army alone, who have been occopied by
the study of the art of war, whose pulses haye
throbbed with pleasure nut the contemplation of
the deeds of our venerated fathers, whose minds
have been elated by the recital of the heroic deeds
oi other nations, and who have listened almost ex-
clusively to the declamations of patriots and

heroes, there is not much time and less inelination |

to ligten to the low party bickerings of political
demagozues, the interested twaddle of sectional
declaimers or the throes and contortions of con-
tracled resigious bigots, You are supposed to
stand on elevated grounds, representing the power
and sccuring the interests of the whole of a great
apd mighty nation. |

That many of you are thus honorable, I 2am
proud, asan American citizen, to acknowledpe;
but you must excuse me, my dear Sir, if I cannot
concede with you, that all_your officials are so
high-toned, disinterested,humane and gentlemanly,
us a knowledge of some of their antecedents ex-
pressly demonstrates. However, it is not with
the personal character, the nmiable qualities, high-
toned feelings, or gentlemanly deportment of vour
personal, generous, friendly and bumane feslings,
or any predilection of yours, it is one that involves
ine dearest rights of ' American citizens, strikes at
the roct of our social and political existence, if it
daes} not.threaten our entire annihilation from the
earth.

Excuse me, Sir, when I say that you are merely
the se:vants of a lamentably corrupt administra-
tiou, that your primary law is obedience tb orders,
and that you coms here with armed foreigners,
with eannon, 1ifles, bayonets and broad-swords,
expressly and for the openly avowed purpose of
“cntiing outthe lcathsome ulcer from the body
politic.”?

I am aware what our friend Fuller says in re-

lafion to this matter, and 1 entertain no coubt of

hie generous and humane feelings, nor do I of
yours, sir, but 1 do know that he is mistaken in
relation to the rabid tone and false, furious attacks
of a vepal and corrupt press. Ido know that
they are merely the mouthpieces, the tools, the
barking dogs of a corrupt admimstration. 1 do
kinow that Mr. Buchanan was well apprised of the
nature of the testimony adduced against us by ex-
Judge Drummond and others, for he was inform-
ed of it, to my knowledge, by a member of his
own Cabinet, and 1 further know from personal
intercourse with members of the Senate and
1louse of Representatives of the United States,
that theie have been various plans concerted at
head quarters for some time past for the over-
throw of this people.

Captein, Mr. Fuller informs me that you are a
politician. If so, you must know that in the
last Presidential campaign the republican pary
Liad opposition to slavery and polygamy as two of
the principal planks in their platform,. = You may
know, sir, that Utah wus picked out and the ounly

‘Lerritory excluded from a pariicipation in pre- !

emplion rizhts to land. You may also be aware

that bills were intrediuced into Congress for the |

prosecution of the Mormons, bunt other business

wae too piessing at that time for them lo receive

attenlion. You may be aware that measures

were also set on foot and bills prepared lo divide
| " : -

up Utah among tne Territories of Nebraska,

Kansas, Oregon and New Mexico, (giving a slice']

to California) for tue purpose of bringing us into
coliision with the people of those Territories; not
to say anything about theusands of cur letters
detained at the post office in Independence.

1 might enumerate injuries by the score, and
if these things are not so, why is it that Utah is
0 ‘‘knotty a question?”? If people were no more
ready to interfere with us and our institutions
than weare with them and theirs, thess difficul-
tics would vanish intp thin air.

Why, again would I ask, eould Drummond and
hosts of others, mean scribblers, palm their bure-
fuced lies with such impunity and have their in-
famous slanders swallowed with such gusto?
Was it not that the Administralion and their
satellites, having planned our destruction, were

- eager 1o calch at anything to render epecious
their contemplated zets of olood?

Or, in plain terms, -the Democrats advocated

strongly popular sovereiguty. The Republicans
teill them that if they join in malntaining inviola-

ble the domestic institulions or the Sonth they { against you?* Yes, and here let me tell von that.

must also swallow polygamy. The Democrats
thought this would not do, as it would in'erfere

with the religious scruples of maay of their sup- |

porters and they looked about for some means to

dispose of the krolty question. ‘
Bnchanan, with Douglas, Cass, Thompson and
~olhers of his advisers, after failing to advise legsl
Jreasures, hit upen the expedient of an armed
w@rce aaaingt Utahy thus, by the sacrifice of the
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‘Mormons,” to untis the knotty question, do a
thousand times worse than the Republicans ever
meant, fairly out-Herod Herod and, by religious-
I{ expalriating, destroying or killing a hundred
thousand innocent American citizens, satisfy a
pious, humane, patristic feeling of their constitu-~

vents, take the wind out of the sails of the Repub-
_{licans and gain to themselves immortal laurels.

Captain, I have heard of a pious Presbyterian
doctrine that would inculcate thankfulness to the
All-Wise Creator for the privilege of Leing
dumned. Now, as we are not Presbyterians, nor
believers in this kind of self abnegation, you will,
1 am sure, excuse us for finding fault al being

rtims summarily dealt with, no matter how agree-
‘able the excision or expatriation might be to our
| pelitical, patriotic or very pious friends. We have
lived long enough in the world 1o know that we
are a portion of the body poli‘ic, have some rights
| a8 well as other people and that, if others do not
respect us, we, at least, have manhood enough
 to respect ourselves.
' Permit me here to refer to a remark made by
cour friend Mr. Fullerto youn, viz., ‘that he had
(rendered me ceriain services in the ecily of New
' York and that he had no doubt that when vou

'wonld report as favorably as heﬁad unflinchingly
‘done.” - Now, those favors, to ich Mr. Fuller
\refers, were simply telling a few plain matters
 of fact, that had come under his own observa-
tion during ashort gojourn at Salt Luke.

This, of conrse, I could duly appreciate, for

' I always admire a man who dare tell his senti- |

'ments. But, Captain, does it not stiike you as
humiliating to mavkind and to the pride of all
honorable American citizens, when, among the

| thousands that have passed through and sojourn-

ed amoug us and know, as well as Mr. Fuller!|fratricidal war, and our Nero would light ‘the i |

did, our true social and moral position, that, per-
haps only one in ten thousand dare state their
honest convictions; and further, that Mr. Fuller,
with his knowledee of human nafure, should
look upon you as a rare avis, possessing the moral
courage and integrity to declare the truth in op-
position to the floods of falsehood that have de-
luged our nation. Surely we have fallen on un-
lucky times when honesty is avowed to be at so
greala premiam.

In regard to our religion, it is perhaps unne-
cessary lo say much; yet, whatever other feel-
ings may be about it, with us it is honestly a mat-
ter of conscience. Thisis a right guaranteed
unto us by the Constitution of our couniry, yet
'itis on this ground and this alone that we have
|suffered a continued series of persecutions, and
that this present crusade is set on foot against us.

In regard to this people, I have {raveled exten-
sively in the United States and through Europe,
yel have never found so moral, chaste and virtu-

let alone, they arethe most patriotic and appre-
ciate nore fully the blessings of religious, civil
and political freedom than any other portion of
the United Sfates. They have, however discov-
ered the difference between a blind submission
to the caprices of political demagogues and obe-
dience to the Constitution, laws and institutions
| of the United States: nor can they, in the pres-
ent 1nstance, be hood-winked by the cry of *trea-
son.’

If it be freason tostand up for our Conslita-
tional rights; if it be treason to resist the uncon-
sfitutional acts of ‘a vitiated and corrupt adminis-
tration, who, by a mercenary urined force,
would seek to rob us of the right of franchise,
cut our throals to subserve their party and seek
to force upon us their corrupt tools, and violently
iyvade the rights of American citizensy if it be
treason to maintain juviolate our homes, our fire-
sides, onr wives and our honor, from the cor-
rupting blight of a debauched soldiery; if it be
treason lo maintain inviolate the Constitution and
institnfions of the United States, when neerly
all the States are seeking 1o trample them under
Iheir feet;—then,indeed, are we gnilty of treason,

We have carefully considered all these matters
and are prepared to meet the ‘terrible vengeance?
we have been very politely informed will be the
result of ouracts. Itis in vain to hide it from
you that this people have suffered so much from
|every kind of official that they wiil endare it no
longer. It is not with them an idle phantom,
but a stern reality. ' It is not, as some suppose,
the voice of Biigham ounly, but the universal,
deep-settled feeling of the whole commanity. Their
cry is, ‘Give us our constitutional rizhts; give us
liberty or death.” ‘A strangecry, indeed, in four
| model republic, but a truth deeply and indelibly
| graven on the hearts of 100,000 American eiti-
1zens by aseries of twenty years’ unmitigated and
runproveked, yet nirequited wrongs.
| Having told you this, you will not be surprised
iihat., when fifty have been called to assist in re-
| pelling cur sggressors, a hundred have volunteer-
ed, and, when a hundred have been culled, the
 number has been doubled; the only feeling is,
‘don’t et us be overlooked or forgoiten.’

And here let me inform you that 1 bave seen
thousandsof hands raised simultaneously, votiug

hands of our enemies. They have been so fre-
qxuenii‘y robbed and despoiled without redress,
that they have solemuly decreed that if they ean-

not enjoy their own property, nobody else shall

You will see by this that it would be literally
medness for your smull force to attempt to come
into the seftlements. It would be courting de-
struction. Dt gsay you, ‘have you counnted the
jcost? Huve you censidered the weslthand pow-
jer of the United States and the fearful odds

it necessitated, we would as soon meet 100,000 as

grass and stack of straw and hay and flee to the
mountains, You will then obtaii: a barren, des-
olate, wilderness, but will not have conguered
the people, and the same principle in regard to

-ple bave lo burn their property to save it from the

other property will be carried out. If this peo-

ous a peojile, nor do I expeet to find them, and, if |

to burn our property rather than let it fallinta the

1,0 40, and, if driven to 1he necessity, will burn|
every house, lree, shrub, rail, every pateh of!

hands of legalized mobs they will see o it *their
enemies shall be without fuel; they will haunt
them by day and by night, |

Sech is, in part, our plan. The 300,000 dol-
lars woith of our property destroyed already in
Green River county is only a faint namply;: of
what will be done throughout the Territory.—
We have been thrice driven by tamely submit-
ting to the authority of corrupt officials and left
- our homes and houses for others to inhabit, but

are now determined that if we are again robbed |

of our possessions, our enemies shall also feel

how pleasant it is to be houseless, at least for
once, and be permifted

‘To dig their own dark graves,
Creep into them and die.?

You see we are not backward in showing our
'hands. Isifnot strange to what length the hu-
'man family may be gouded by a continued series
of oppression?

The administration may vet find leisure o
| pause over the consequences of their ac's, and it
may yet become a guestion for them to solve,

wlhether they have bloed and treasure enough to
‘crush out the sacred principles of liberty from
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Legislative Assembly of this Territory, Reso-
lutions and a Memorial to the President of ths
United States were adopted and presented to
him, which partiallv set forth our grievances
and made known to the Government at Wash-
ington our desires and wishes in regard to the
appointment of the Federal officers for Utah.
We have received no response to those docu-

ments, unless it is to be understood that the ap-
pointment of a full set of officers for this Ter-
ritory, backed by an army to enforce themn up-
on us—as reported by common rumor to have
been ordered and fitted out and sent to this
Territory by the President—is to be deemed an
answer, Certain it is that such an army is
now invading our Territory, elaiming to have
| been sent by the authority of the President of
' the United States,

We now forward to you respectfully, to
| wit:—the President and each House of Con-
; gress, a printed copy of those Resolutions and
| Memorial, and if it is true that the army now
'menacing this Territory is at the instance of

' the President and by the authority of the Gov-
i ernment, we request to be informed of the fact,
Land why it is so; for what reasons our Resolu-
‘had seen and known us as he had, that you'the bosnms of 100 000 freemen and make them |tions and Memorial are treated with gilens

‘bow 10 eraven servility, to the mendaeious acts of | contempt, and a hostile course pursned towards

a perjured, degraded tyrant.
You may have learned, already, that it is any-
| thing but pleasant for even a small army to con-

‘climate. How a large army wonld fare, without
resources, you can picture to yourself. We have
‘weighed those matters; it is for the adwinistra-
| tion to' foot their own accounts.

It may net be ami s, however, here to stale
 that, if they continue fo prosecute this inhuma

an‘, gitting complacenily in his chair of state,
|langh at buining Rome, there is a day of reckon-
ine even for Neros.

There are generally two sides to a question. As
I before said, we wish for peace, but that we are
determined on having if we have to ficht for it;
we will not have officers forced upon us who are
so degraded as to submit to be sustained by the

bayouet’s point.  We can not be dregooned into
servile obeisanes to any man.

| an uncffending people; why it is thatour East-

ern mails have been stopped and the coinmuni-

| cation between this Territory and the General
'tend with the chilling blasts of this inliospitable |

Governfnent cut off,

If officers had been appointed and sent in ac-
cordance with the voice of the people, as ever
should be the only course in a Republican Gov-
ernment, there would have hieen no need of an
army's being sent here. Were the Resolutions
and Memorial disrespectful, or defiant? Read
them again, and gee, There is not a word or
sentiment in them that can fairly be construed
to throw obstacles of any kind in the way of
goop men that might be appointed to rule over
us;they simply express a fixed determination not
to submitto the misrule of ecorrupt demagogues
who are a disgrace to the government and who,
as subsequent events have proved, expended
their time in endeavoring to create a disturb-
ance between us and the General Government,

Cannot American citizens, upon American

These things seutled, Captain, and all the little |8oil, be heard in their own defence? Can they

 prelimiparies of etiquette are easily arranged, and
permit me here to state, that no man wonld be
more courteous and civil thau Governor Young,
and nowhere could you find,in your eapacity of
an officer of the United States, a more generous
and hearty welcome than at the hands of his Ex-
cellency, But when, ivstead of battling with the
eiemies of our couniry, you come (though pro-
bably reluctantly ) to make war upon my family
and friends, our civilities are naturally cooled and
we instinetively grasp the swaord.

Minie rifles, Colt’s revolvers, sabres and can-
nonmay display very good workmanship and great
artistic skill, but we very much object to having
their temper and capabilities tried upon ns. We
may adinire the capabilifes, genflemanly deport-
ment, heroism and patriotism of U. S. officers, but
in an oflicial capacity, as enemies, we wonld rath-
er see their backs than their faces.  The guillo-
tine may be a very pretty instiument and show
|great artistic skill, but I do not like 10 try my
treck in it. '

Now, Captain, notwithstanding all thie, I ghall
be very happy to see you, if eircnmstances should
so {ranspire as to make it convenient for you to
come, and to extend fo you the courtesies of our
city, for I am sure you are not our personal ene-
my. 1 shall be happy to render you any informa-
uon in my power in regard to your contemplated
| explorations,

I am heartily sorry that things are so unpleas-
ant at the present time and T cannot but realize
‘the awkwardness of your position and that of
your compatriots, and iet me here say, that any-
thing that lies in my power, compatible with the
conduct of a gentleman, vou can command, If
you have leisure, 1 should be most happy 1o hear
from you. You will, 1 am sure, excuse me, if I
dicclaim the prefix of ¢ Rev’d.’ to my name. Ad-
dress: Jolin Taylor, G. 8. L. City.
I need not hiere assure you that, personally,there
can be no feelings of enmity between us and vour
officers.
ministration, only in the discharge of a probably
yuupleasaut duty and very likely ignorant of the
uitimate designs of the administration.

As I left the East this summer, vou will excuse
me when [ say I-am probably better posted in
some of lhese matters thap you are, baving been
one of a delegation from the citizens of this Ter-

ritory to apply for admission into the Union. 1]

(can only regret that it is pot our real enemies in-
stead of you.
any of tihe command to which you belong, and 1

| can assure you that in any other capecity than the

one you now occupy you weuld be received as
civilly and {reated us courfecusly as in any other
portion of our Union. =

On my departure from the States {he flucipat-
ing tide of popular opinion agaiust us seemed to
bs on the waue. By this time there may ba quite
a reaction in the public mind.  If so, it may pro-
' bably affect materially the position of the admizn-

istration and fend to more constitntional, pacific,
and humnane measures.  In such an event, our
relative position would be materially changed,and
instead of meeling as enemies, we conid meet, n3
all Americans should, friends to each other and

‘united against onr fegitiinate enemies only.

Such an issue is devou ly fo be decired, and 1
can assure you thal no cne would more appreci-
ate co heppy a result fo our present awkward and
unpleasaut position than Yours, truly,

JOHN TAYLOR.

PR
_ HEﬂURIAL e ;
From the Members and Qfficers of the Legislative

SO

sident and Congress of the United States. |

. GENTLEMEN:—Your memorialists beg leave
to repregent that, at the last session of the
- '

not petition the Parent Government, withous
incurring its hot displeasure? Are fe to be
sacrificed, because lying officials and anony-
myus letter writers wish it so? and does the
Government rely upon their false statements
to base its action, and such action, to send an
army compromising the constitutional rights—
the liberties—of freemen? Are the horrid
scenes of Missouri and Illinois to be re-enac-
ted by the General Government? Are we (o be
robbed and plundered—our best men slain—
and the residue againdriven from their homes
by merciless and infuriate soldiery under au-
thority usurped by the General Goyernment?

Do you not know, Gentlemen, that when Gov-
ernment ceases to perform its legitimate func-
tions to the people, and to protect them in their
inalienable rights, among which, as our fath-
ers declared, are ‘life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness’, and seeks to oppress aud des-
troy, it becomes an object of dread—of terror—
a foul disgrace to its name, and cannot expect
the support, respect and esteem which should
be its pride and are its duty to inspire?

We appeal to you as American citizens who
have been wronged, insuited, abused and per-
secuted; driven before our relentless foes from
city to city—from State to State—until we
were finally expelled from the confines of civ-
ilization (¥) to seek a shelter in a barren, in-
hospitable clime, amid the wild savage tribes
of the desert plain. We claim to be a portion
of the people, and as such have rights which
must be respected, and which we have a right
to demand, We claim that in a Republican
form of Government, such as our fathers es-
tablighed, and such 2s ourg still professes to
be, the officers are and should be the servants

of the people—not their masters, dictators, or
tyrants,

To the numerous charges of our enemies we
plead, not guilty, and challenge the world, be-

We regard you as the agents of the ad- | fore any just tribunal, to the proof,

Are we mistaken in our views in regard to
the poliey and intention of Government? We
hope that you will prove to ue that we are.—
We ask you to reconsider the course that has
been taken, to evince, by some act of returning
justice, that you respeet onr Constitutional
rights, and see whether it will not lighten the
burden of oppression which you have inflicted.
And that {he people may have just cause to re-

We do not wish to harm you or \joice in and appland—not concdemn--your acts,

withdraw your troops and give us a2 voice in the
selection of our officers, thus proving to us your
willingness to extend peace rather than war.

True, this Territory is a part of the publie
domain of the United States, but how was it
acquired? Did not the people of Utah furnish,
at the call of the Government, an altogether
unprecedented quota of troops to aid in the
war then raging with Mexico, and that too un-
der the most adverse circumstances? And did
not the people settle this Territory, while it was
gtill under the dominion of Mexico? And did
not the Government discharge the ‘Mormor?
Battalion in an enemy’s country, after a most
toilsome march of over two thousand miles,
without furnishing them the means to return?
Your present acts would deprive of life aud
liberty those very men who so gallantly pei-
illed their lives for the common good.

We do not charge the acts of his predeces-
sors upon the present incumben’,hut now restora
unto us our rights in Missouri aud other Stales,
of which we were inhumanly robbed; reiu-
state and gnarantee unto us the peaceful pos-

Rssembly oft he Territary of: Diak to the Pmﬂj session of lands for which you have taken and

yet retain our money; bring to justice the mus-
‘derers of Joseph and Hyrum Smith, who weie
massacred 'while “in the custody of the law—

under the pledged faith of a sovereign State;



