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rer in the premises. From thig de-
‘éﬁ’;}:n an appeal was taken to the
United States Supreme court, which
has just atfirmed the order appealed
fI-‘I}\{re].antlme, however, and pending the
appeal, the guestion arose as to
whether or not the state officers would
be justified in proceeding wlith the exe-
cutlon of the sentence. The prosecut-
jng attorney réfused to act, the court
which passed the sentence had nothing
before It, and here for a time swas the
entire responsibility of acting or re-
fusing to act placed upon the San
Quentin jailor! It Is one of those rare
cases which are all the more irksome
by reason of their rarity, in which one
who attends strictly to duty finda him-
meif the only one who ig not embar-
rassed in the performance of it He
the straight cours;:, }é?wevler,
. roceeding determinedly with
;ggp:r?istigns for the hanging. when
the governor relleved him of his try-
ing gltuation by granting a respite,
The guestion in chief—after the mur-
der, of course—ig. has a Federal trib-
unal a right to interfere in contests be-
tween A/ state and one of its citizens,
when a provision of the Federal Con-
stitution I8 constructively or actually
|gnored? It I8 a very fine polnt, not-
withstanding the negative declsion of
the highest tribunal in the land. part-
ly because it has been held otherwise
y because t:ml:a great tt;'ar \fvhi{cg
g ht out on e guestion faile
?oa:e{‘:[l:f!t conclusgively,

PRISON DISCIPLINE,

At Jone, Amador county. California,
fs situated the Preston Reform school,
an {nstitution in which boysg of in-
corrigible digposition, or who are con-

- petty offenses, are detained.
chstggsg:iol;al pexposure of cruel treat-
ment, said to have been inflicted upon
some of the immates by the superin-
pr. E. 8 O'Brien has lately
in the Sacramento Bee. A
med Frank Russell was accused
of a petty theft by Dr, O'Brien. The
boy =toutly mmaintained his innocence.
any on his knees begged for merey.
With an oath the superintendent or-
dered the boy to strip. and then caused
him to be held down upon a table
while blows were rained upon his bare
flesh, The implement of torture was
a paddle made of gole leather, half an
1n(l:)h thick, and corrugated in such a
manner that it would raise blisters
when brought down upon the flesh.
More than a hundred lashes were.glven |
ihe hoy. when he became unconscious

3 the {nhuman superintendent threw
an to revive him.mguel]:'
g as given in an a av
?Jﬁdéh%,fafﬁe vietlm. It seems that
the same hoy had been flogged in a |
simflar manner only the day previous,
that his flesh was very sore in con-

t the pain produced
sequence. and tha p el

cruclating.

a
3';11:19(}:}5‘:.1?0’8!19“‘5 direction, and his

methods are to be Investigated by the
trustees of the institution. ; P f
The time has gone by for e :
ministration of corporeal punishmen
in prisons with the approval of an e;;j
lghtened public opinion. The m:in-t
penge of modern civilized dsoce ¥
holds such a proceeding to be em(t}-
ing and glsgraceful. and no longer c;
be tolerated. In mo=t of the states ? |
the Union it has been abolished. as it
ought to be in all. When a culprflE is
closely confined. aociety ia sat‘al 1}(\):1:
his depredations, and this is al td!a
snejety ought to agk. Of course u;:-
cipline must be maintained amontg hie'
inmates of penal institutions; but this
can he done effectually and withoutl
any degrading Of demoralizing effects
hy other means than physical torture.
1f milder measures fail, the refractory
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prisoner can be kept In solitary con-
finement, to be released on Egiving
reasonable assurance that he will be-
have himself. A prisoner shut up all
by himsgelf is not likely to do very
much harm to the discipline of the [n-
stitution In which he is confined, even
though he may not be enduring
physiecal suffering; and this method of
dealing with him s wvastly more hu-
mane and enlightened than flegging or
otherwise torturing him.

In Utah the law forbids the physical
torture of prisoners, no matter what
the circumstances may be; they may
be subjected to solitary confinement on
a dlet of bread and water for a limited
period, as punishment for violating
prison rules, but no penalty more
severe, or in the nature of cerporeal
punishment, is allowed.

AUSTRIA AND HUNGARY.

The political chaos In Austria is but
4 natural consenuence of the endless

and bitter strife between the Germans
and Czecs. For years it has been im-
possible to introduce any reforms In
the country of any importance what-
ever. The cahinets have been handi-
capped, unable to find support, be-
esuse there has been no solid major-
jty in the parliament and ne probabill-
ty that the varlous interests ean be
united. The consequence s that the
political influence of Austrla is wan-
ing and that Hungary ig forging to
the front as a part of the dual realm
from which the government must
draw its support.

Vienna has always been considered
as the central point of the Hapsburg
monarchy, but if conditions are al-
lowed to go on ag they are doing in
Austrla, it cannot be long before that
center will be removed to the Hungar-
ian capital, There are also in Hungary
dlfferent elementa and different inter-
ests, and the Rumanizns particularly
are complalning over the treatment
they receive, hut the Hungarians are
g0 much in the majority that nelther
Rumanians nor Slavs can entertain
any hope of being heard or of obtain-
ing much political Influence. The
Magyars control the Hungarian par-
liament, and the government machin-
ery work satisfactorily. Political
interest 1is growing among the people
and every condition {s favorable for
political progress. 3

It is not so0 In Austria where the
German element seems to be strong
enough to carry on obstructive tacties,
kut unable to carty any measure
whatever. Hence stagnation. And the
worst of it is that the German element
seems8 inclined to approach Germany
rather than to yleld to the Czecs, for
recognition.in the rule of the empire.
Partisanship seems to have made
them blind.

WATCH THE SKY AT NIGHT.

Three times in a century. or, more
correctly, every thirty-third year, a
magnificent display of meteors is seen
in the heavens, The earth passes an
immenge group of small wanderers In
space, probable fragments of an ex-
ploded world. They form a cluster cir-
cling round the sun, as do the planets,
and so large is this straggling mass
that it takes the earth several years
to pasa it. The last time its proximity
was observed was in November, 1R#6.
It is due again In 1898, but it can be
ohserved any night this month and
during November next year, reach-
Ing a climax on the 1ith of November,
1899,

Asntronomers cannot vet say whether
the display now due will equal or ex-
cel those of former periods. The fact
is that the form of the aggregation of
meteors constantlv changes, some of

the small heavenlv bodies being de-
flected from their course and thrown
out into space to join the earth or
other planets. But the indications are
favorable to a grand lllumination. Dr.
George W. Hough of the Noerthwestern
University says he observed one night
forty-seven meteors 8 minute. The best
time for observation, however, is just
before dawn, 80 a great many people
will probably not care to watch for the
strange exhlbition. The astronomers
#ay that there are many s8igns of a
brilliant display on the morning of
November 14, It wlill commence about
midnight and last for two or three
hours. The immense sky-rockets will be
remarkable for long brilliant streaks
or wakes behind them. They will be
red or orange colored, giving a pecu-
liarly weird effect as they drift
through the sky.

The accepted theory of the meteors
Is that they are remnants of some
distant world that met with disaster
on its journey through space; the par-
ticles of matter continued to move on
until they came within the attractlen
of the planet Uranus, which changed
thelr course and made them subject to
the rule of eur sun: there are bhilliens
of them; when B8ome of them are
plunged iInto the atmosphere of the
earth, they become heated, owing to the
registance and frlction; soon they
melt, leaving a glowing streak behind
them across the sky, and finally mix
with the air In a gaseous form; occa-
sionally selid fragments fall to the
ground.

GAMEF, WARDENS WHITEWASHED.

After a real or pretended investiga-
tion into the killing of Ute Indians in
Lily Park. State Game Commissioner
Swan of Colorado has submitted to the
governor of the state a report In which
he says that, in his oplnion, Game
Warden Wilcox’s version of the “fight*
is correct, and "that the killing of the
Indians was unavoidable and neces-
sary,” This information 1is gleaned
from the dispatches, which are silent
as to the extent and character of the
inguiries made by Mr. Swan, and fall
to state the reasons that lead to his
conclusions.

But the information that comes from
every other source tends to contradict
the findings of Mr, Swan, and to show
that the killing of the Indians could
easily have been avoided; that they
were not making serlous resistance to
the execution of the laws: that they
had neither threatened nor endangered
human life, and that their taking off
was wanton slaughter, In fact. murder.
Mr. Swan's report ig not satisfactory.
and if the state of Colorado accepts it
as suffieient. and takes no further ac-
tlon in the premises, In the estima-
tion of a great many people a adls-
graceful stain will rest upon its honor
as an American commonwealth.

It does not appear that Commissioner
Swan gave a hearlng to the Indians
concerned, and If he &id not, his in-
vestigation. in the very mnature of
things, was wholly exparte and far-
eteal. The Indian department at
Washington should take up this mat-
ter, and collect all the material facts
relating to It. The victims were only
Indians, hut life was as dear to them
as It is to a white man, and a red
man's right to live 18 as sacred under
the law pas §3 that of a pale face. The
Indians feel that they have been the
vietima of a murderous outrage. and If
nothing = done to assuarxe thia feel-
Ing, 1t will tend to retard the clvillz-
ing proeesa which the general govern-
ment 1s serking to bring to a speedy
consummation,

Resldes all this, there ia a nrincinle
of dnustlre  invalvad, whirh damands
vindtentinn, either hv the complete jns-
tifleatton or the nunishment of the
game wardens by judicial procedure.



