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IN THE FIRE-LIGHT.

The Fire upon the hearth is low,
And there 18 Btillnesa averywhere;
Likie troubled epirtis, here and there
The firelight shadows flutlering go.
And as the shadows round me creep,
A ohildiell treble breaks the gloom,
Aad soft!y fiom a further room
Comes: “Now I lay me down to sleep.”

And, somelow. with that little prayer

Apd that swoet treble in my ears,

My thought goes back to distunt years
Ang liogers with a dear ong there;,
And as I hear the child’s amen,

My mothey's faith comes back to mo;

Creuched ot her side I seem to be,
And mother holds my hands agaln.

Oh, for an h urin that dear place—
Oh, for the peace of that dear time,
O, for that childish trust sublin e,

Oh, for u glimpse of moether's facc!

Yet, as the shadowsd round e creep,

I do not seem 10 be aloue—
S8weet music of that treble tone
And *Now I lay me down to aleep!”’
EUGENE FIELD.
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AN IMIGINARY CASE.

Exditor Deseret News:

My sttention was yesterday called
to an editorial, wirich appeared in
the Halt Liake Tribune of g)eeember
22nd, and which was devoted to u
supposed case from Copenbagen. 1
wag earnestly asked, in bebalf of
many Seaudivaviaus iu this city, to
enter a protest against the slauder-
ous insinuations contained therein.
It is with some hegsitation that I en-
deavor to do s0, because it ig welt
Enown among the respectable part
of the community, that thre paper
named has long ago placed itself,
both with regard to morality and
literary qualifications, far below the
criticism of any gentlemuan. [Its
products belong to what in Scandi-
Davia 8 known as ‘‘gutter-litera-
ture,*?and it is alwnys more or less
unpleasant to stir the contents of
receptacles for filth. 8till, the ex-
posure of the product referred to
may assist in opeuing the eyes of
some. who may require to see what
kind of friends they have in the
quarter from which such an article
emanate|:

The article reads thus:

Imagine a case: A man is at work
in the slume of Copenbagen, he has a
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wife and, five children; they breakfast
avery motning on black bread and a
little piece of bologna sausage; they
know nothing of any other country,
except their own; throngh the dull
brain of the man there has more than
once Btolen a thought that if he were
to die it would he a hard time for the
wife and children. A Mormon mis-
sionary comes along he tells that man
if he will only have a change of lieart;
if he will only accept the conditions of
the Mormon faith, he will be helped
to another land; that the Mormon
Church there will secnre for him a
farm where he can raise his pigs, his
chicksns, his vegetables, his fruit and
where the everlasting fear of star-
vation will be taken from his sonl.
All that will be required from him
in return, will be obedience to the
power which gives him all ‘this,
and it will fake bhis ‘note, more-
over, for what i» advanced, and .on
Bagy terms he can pay it up and Te
and his children after bim will be
land-hclders. That man, that assisted
emigrant with his wife and children,
are brought over and put down in
Sult Lake City, They know nothing
of this country, it is not possible for
tilem to-learn anything of it; they are
given nothing to read but Mormon
publications, the{lare taught from the
start that their full obedienee must ba
to their erced.”

After some more language in the
same Btyle, the concluiing words
are: o

“We would make it impossible for
such men to lay itheir hands on the
American ballot, and we would do it
ob the same pringiple that our govern-
ment is now forging guns and build-
ing hattle ships, on the principle that
every nation has a right 10 be jealous
of its sovereign gower and Buepicious
ol every man who will not give to i
true and faithful allegiance,’*

The intent of the article isto coun-
vey thie idea that the Church is
made up of ignorarmuses who are
willing to sell their souls and heir
bolies for a amauall consideration and
that such idiots are transported from
Denmark, and this is a ground why
such should be Jenied the privilege
of citizenship. Tum order to support
this groundless sssumption an un-
supposable cage is supposed. It
never has had any existemce in
reality, nor can it bave any.

Now, let me remark here, that no
warfare ig essier thau that which is
waged against imagioary enemies.
It requires no hervism to conjure up

a foe and o attack that spectre. It
is rometimes done by those deplor-
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ablo beings who have no heroism
whatever, but whoss braing have
been soaked in whisky and per-
twented by the fumes of opium, un-
tii delirium tremens has taken hold -
of them  Yer,iu this kind of warfure
the writer of that imaginary Copen-
nagen ¢ase engages. He modestly

only mentions one csape, but he,

no doubt, seer In his wildly

excited visions gscores of them.

How they hunt him! [ can

see them in my rind’s eye, those

idiots from the “‘slupas?? of éopeu-

hageu, where they crawl rennd

him, grinning at him, bauntlog

l1im, endeavoring to steal the bal-

lot from bim, aud gink him into the

grave of Korah, Dathan and

Abiram. And he is fighting for his

life and liberty, and the salvation

of the country. Dovn Quixotte on

his lamons Rosinante was not more

in earnest, when he fonght against

the wind mills, taking them to be

giants, than isthies scribe in fighting

the case he has conjured up before

him. .

Those who are familiar with Co-

‘penhagen and with the work of the

misslonaries of the Chburch when
abroad, know that there is not the
least semblance of truth in that im-
8RINAry case,

Copenbagen, the beautiful capilal
of Denmark, has no “slums?? at all,
compared to the so-called “slums??
of New York and some larger cities
of the United Btutes. Those who
want to go to the ‘‘slums?’ some-
where miss the mark, it they go to
Copenhagen.

The laborers of Copenhagen are a
respectable class of people, every-
thing considered. True, they have
not such liberal wages as ihe Jab-
orers have in this country, but they
Are, 48 a rule, able to find something
besides ‘‘black bread and suusage??
to eat. A nd more thau that, for a
few (ents they are able to enjoy
various kinds of ennobling amuse-
ments. Tao their publiec gardens,
their Tivoli. their rich art coliec-
tions, they have means of enjoying
and educating themseives to a de.
gree that might be envied by many
laborers in America. And they do
enjoy themselves. “How did you
epjoy yourself??? is a4 common gues-
tion in Copenhagen instead of “How
do you do?? a sufficient indication
of the prevalent spirit. Awvd one
thing is certain, you never find the



