-

the Fremont river, and pass over a
bench frown which a rather steep and

dangerous dugway leads down to
rﬂges valley. This I8 the lowest
and warmeat valley on the Fre-

mont river; il has a length of about
five mijles, varies in width from
half 5 mile to three miies, and
has ap altitude of about 4500 feet above
the leve] of the sea. The nineteen
families, which at present comprise
the population, live in n very scattered
conditjon on their respective quarter
Bections, but the valley aflords faclii-
ties for quite a population—zay be-
tween one and two hundred fawmilies,

unlted like our people generally are.
There ip a tendency amoug the people
here, the same as in some other places,
to spread over too much ground, and
for a few to take up all the land tu the
exclusion of other settlers; owlng to
this anyg other causesthe progress made
here is somewhat slow and wili neces-
sarily goutinue so until more settlers
come ju. )

Graves Valley is about 125 niiles
southeast of Richfleld, the headquar
ters of the Bevier Btake, of which it ia
a part, and the comumunication be-
tween that point and the lower valleys
on the Fremmont is very difficult. rIv‘he
presidency of theBtakeand otherleading
men that-might encourage the people
and have ap influence over them for
good vigit here but seldom, and the
consequence is that the people are
starving for spiritual food.

The Bishop, Henry Giles, resides at
Blue Valluy, which is considered the
beadqunrters of the wn_rd; hia Aret
Counselor, Brother Ephraim K.Huanks,
resides on Pleasant Creek, twenty-six
miles above, and wWm. Bacnni the
other Counpelor (who has receutly re-
aigned his position}) resides at gruves
Valley, ten miles below Blue Valley;
and It requires guite an effort for even
these three men to get together. If
the iarge tractof country now Inciuded
in the Blie Valley ward was diﬂd_ed
luto three wards and more settlers in-
Vited jn and inade welcome, there is
oo doubt that this country would be-
come a very depirable locality. Bulas
it now ja, the Suints are somewhat dis-
couraged and look forward to s change
for the 'better. Y

From Graves Vailey the distance to
Blake ¢n the Rlo Grande Western rajl-
Way is only about forty-five miles, but
the road leading thither is very sandy,
otherwise thiat would be the inain ship-
Ping point for this lower country.

Below Giraves Valley the Fremont
river flows through a box canyon until
it emptiep into the Colorado about fifty
Iiiles to the southeast. Curtis oreek,
alao called the Muddy, on the hend-
Waters of which Emery, one of our
Emery Stake settlements, is sltuated,
pties into the Fremont river in the
OWer end of this valley.

The Blue Valley ward consists of six
rganized brauches of the Church,
amely, Blue Valley, Graves Valley,
Elephant, Cainesville, Alldridge,
Pleasant Creek and Hanka’ Place. It
xtends from east to west for a distnnce
{ about fourty miles—that ia from the
pper pettiers on Pleasant creek to the
wer end of Graves Valley., Other-
{se the ward embraces the east half of
iute county, extending as far east as
e Colorado river. The present mem-

who Ip a few years could grow wealthy |
here, provided they are thrifty andj

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

187

bership of the ward ia 305 pouls, di vid- | hundreds of Saints in addition to those

ed into ffty-nine families.
ANDREW JENSON.
(GRAVES VALLEY, June 16, 185].

LETTER FROM NEW MEXICO.

After aeelng evidences of excesvive
Inbor, perseverance, self-sacrifice, faith
and patience continued for years in
some of the settlements of Arizona
with very little material return there-
for, it was very refreshing to visit
Bpringerviile, thirty-fivé miles south-
east of 8t. Johns, and find the Saints
there meetiug with nll the encourage.
ment they could reasonably ask for in
establishing new homes. Quite nset-
tlemment of Mexicuns and non-‘Mor-
mou? white men was established in
what i3 known as Round Valley be-
fure any of the Baints gained a foot-
hold there, and for some yearsafter the

Iattar settled in the valley they
made no eflort to  establish
a new town, but located fn

the irregularly shaped Mexican village
in the lower end of the valley, a
rather unsightly place of abode. At
the auggestion of Apostle Erastus
8now, who, during the later years of
his life took suchalively luterest in
the settling of Arizona, and to whoze
wisdom is largely due the prosperity
which now attends the Balnts in this
lnnd, they were at length induced to
secure a iarge amount of land in the
upper end of the wvalley which was
open to entry and besiders belng of the
very choicest kind for agrieultural
purposes was also much better gituated
for a towneite than where the old
settlement was located. Under his
direction also Brother Geo. H. Crosby,
with whose ability as a Rishop he had
been famtliar in Bouthern Utah, where
he served In that capacity for eight
yeara each in Hebron and Leeds, waa
selected to preside. It was n happ
selection. The Crosby family are all
workers, from the grandsire, Brother
Jesse W. Crosby, now of Overton,
Nev., down to the youngestgran ichild
who 18 uble to handle a tool or drive a
team, an i none amony them are more
indefatigable than Geo. H. Disaster in
the shape of fire has visited him three
times, twice'in Utah and' once in Ari-
zona, and destroyed much of his hard-
sarned substance, but these have only
served a8 temporary backsets to his
prosperity, and never wholly dis-
couraged him. Suth industry and
perseverance as his, combined with
natura] inteliigence and the wis-
dom which experience has brought
to him are sure {o succeed and his
financia}l progpecls are brighter today
than they ever have been. The mem-
bers of the ward of Springerville seem
possesged, too, of the same enterprising
spirit, dugrin some degree doubtless to
his examfile and Influence, and they
are accomplishing wonders lu the way
of fencing building, making water
ditehes and cultivating the soil, and
receiving encouragement therein by
raislng good crops. Thisisthe granary
of this part of Arizona, and offers bet-
ter facilities to the {nrmer thaw any
lace 1 have reen since entering the
&rrltory. When the additional canals
and reser voirs w hich are projected shall
have bwen constructed several thousand
neres of excellent land now unclajmed
will be opened for settlement and

|
l

already there can then make homes In
8pringerville. The most extensive
farmers in the place are President
David K.Udall and his brother Joseph,
who have 640 acres of land in one
piece, and are thia year cultivating
upwards of 300 acres of it. They also
bave an excellent grist mill, fitted up
with tine latest improved rolier process
machinery on their property, which
does the custom grinding for l{"utrloao,
Alpine nnd Heber, situated higher up
in the mountains, as well as for the in-
hiabitante of ite vicinity.

The citizens of St. Johns also expect
to increase their water supply and ma-
terially extend the area of cnltivatable
land by bullding reservuirs, for which
they huve spome excellenil sites, one of
which [ vipited on my way down
from 8pringerville, and whiclh, when
the dam, now partially built, shall be
completed, will cover nearly 3000
acres to a depth varylng from
two to twenty fect. From this reser-
volr and othera aituated lower down
the stream, water can be conveyed to
the highest messas in the valley.
Simlilar ndvantages are expected to be
gained in many of the settlements of
Arizona by the construction of reser-
volrs, and effurts toward their estab-
lishment have already commenced or’
are about tno be in Bhowlow, Concho,
and other placea. | was particularly
%lensed to find Bishop C. 1. Kempe of

oncho pruspering #8 a merchant and
enjoying tbe confidence und patronage
of the Mexicans as well as the white
people who reside in his neighborhood.
Since his imprisonment in the Detrojt
house of correction for being ten much
married, he acknowledges that he has
been greatly blessed in a worldly sense.

The grasshoppers, myriads of which
are found In the fields in the viclnity
of 8t. Johna, conslituie one of the chief
aources of diseouragement to the
farmers. The insects do not seem to

Y | be of the mlgratory kind, such as in-

fested many parts of Utab in years
gone by, as they donot fly, and they
aeem to Le increasing yearly.

The ride by “‘jerky*’ or buckboard,
on which the mall {5 carried between
dt. Johns und Navajo Bprings, a dia-
tance of fifty-three iniles, is without
Interest, ua js that by rail for most of
the way from there to Deming, that
over the 8. and P. road being per-
formed in the night and that over the
Hanta Fe road being for most of the
distance through a wild and very dry
country. Asfar as the road ea
through Mexican flelds and viliages
along the shffres of the Rio Grande
they present an interestlug study.

Deming is ah American town, of
probably 2000 or 2500 inhabitants
there being but few Mexicans here
It is supported by the railways, minea,
and stock interests and there is a bank
and geveral stores here,all doing a ver
good business. ltis a town of wind-
mills, there beiny not less than forty of
these structures in sight from one po-
sition in the town and mAany more
scattered about on ranches, their pur-
poge being to tift water from the wells,
which is generally found at a depth
of about seventy feet, to the surface for
domestic use and for the stock kept by
the people. Here I found 'Bishop Wm.
D. Johnson located, he haying charge
of the rallroad work being done for John
W. Young, also Brother D.M. Tenney,



