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washing of the sailors was hanging on
the rigging and there were few signs olof

action about the ships until the merri-
mac was seen steaming toward them
the guns were however quickly put in
order and as the queer monster 4 of
iron movedv d up ahr cumberland opened
with C eavy aft thedie congress
came ttr her aan thehe batteries
joined 91 bbutt the balls fell from the iron
sides of tthe merrimacMertimac without pene-
trating them and she still came on she
did not fire until she was within eikoveasy
range when she gave a broadside at ththe
CocongressqUess she did not stop here but
pointing0in t her iron prow at the cumber-
landfand tzeahe put on full steam and made for
it the ship was struck atait right angles
and the hole made was so large that
a horsehome and cart could have been driven
through it without touching its sides
it was so skillfully done that the sailors
on the merrimac afterward said that they
hardly felt the shock with this great
hole in her side the Cumberlands fate
was seabed and lieutenant howard saw
her sink beneath the waves her men
he says kept up their firing until the
boat went down

the merrimac after striking the cum-
berland backed out and began a new
attack upon the congress the men at

monroe could see the smoke
of both vessels as they rained shot and
shell upon one another finallfinally the
congress ran aground and her officers
seeing that they could do nothing more
ran uptip the white flag in her grounded
condition the merrimac could not pos-
siblys 0o take her and after taking off a
few prisonersprisonersrisoners they shelled her with hot
choti she was soon a mass of flames
and she was still burning when the moni-
tor arrived in the meantime the united
states frigates the roanoke the st
lawrence and the minnesota had sailed
from fortress monroe to the rescue
the necessity of a good pilot can be
seen by what followed the ships had
hardly started before they run aground
and the merrimac having finished up
the cumberland and the congress was
now ready to steam toward them it
waswag however late saturday afternoontajthevidetide had changedehanged and the pilots of
the Merrimac said that she must draw
off aitto morning or she would also be
I1aground their advice was taken and
the ship drew off to the southern side
of hampton roads near sewallssewellsSewalls
point c its officers intending to come
back and destroy the minnesota the
next day

day broke however there was

a new figuregure on the scene it lookedoo00 e
says mr howard like a massive iron
turtle withith a gigantic black cheesechiase boxbor
on imit back and it swam to and fro in
frofroitr of the minnesota and between it

merrimacMern mac As the day grew
brighter through their glasses the con
federate officofficers could get a better idea
otof this new marine monster it was ap
patentlyparently a raft plated with iron with a
great round tower rising from its center
As the officers looked they saw this
tower move slowly about and two
mighty eleven inch guns were pointed
in the direction of the merrimacMern mac they
hadbad read about this vessel which was
being made they knew it was erics
sons monitor and they thought it the
strangest loolookingkingo vessel which up to
that time had floated upon the sea it
looked very snailsmall beside the mighty
Metmerrimac and its twoto gunsgun did not ap-
pearpear invulnerable inein comparison withth

their ten its speed says lieutenant
howard was not more than five knots
an hour or just about the same as the
merrimac but its small size enabled it
to move about more quickly and it was
more manageable in every way it had
left new york two days before and
when it was still twenty miles from fort-
ress monroe ittits officers had heard the
booming of the guns of the engagement
of the Merrimerrimac with the cumberland
and congress when I1 went on board
of her the congress was still blazing
and captain worden had just heard of
the terrible destruction which the merri-
mac had accomplished that day he
was shown how the merrimac had
drawn koflon and was told that it would
surely come back in the inmorning to
destroy the minnesota the roanokeke
and the st lawrence and he was
anxious to go at once to their de-
fense

well as soon as it was decided that
I1 was to act as pilot I1 went down into
the pilot house and we at once got
under way the pilot house was a little
iron box just large enough for tourfour men
to stand upright within it it was situ-
ated in the fore part of the vessel some
distance in front of the revolving turret
in which the guns were placed it was
half above and half below the iron
deck and it was in fact a square iron
box made of iron logs about nine inches
thick which were bolted and dove
tailed at the corners there were little
slits between the upper set of logs and
the one below through which we could
peep out the steering wheel was se-
cured to one of the logs and I1 hadbad a
wire connection with the engines which
were under the deck so that by the
ringing otof bells I1 could give the proper
signals to the engineer the turret
behind us so revolved that the guns were
every now and then pointed directly at
the pilot house and during the action
the officers had to be very careful that
they did not hit the house it was sat
arday night that we sailed past fortress
monroe and cane to anchor in front oi01

the minnesota A darker night I1 dont
think ever came out odthe heavens
you could almost feel it and it was only
by the light otof theahe burning congress
that I1 waswab able to get my bearingsbearing
thisibis made a fair light and I1 stored by

i it the minnesota was a fine vessel
she was a agate bearing eighty tourfour
guns and she looked very grand inin
comparison with the little monitor as
we sailed by herheir we moved to0o a
shortabort distance in front otof her andd then
waited lorfor day

therae sun rose that morning on waters
like a millpondmiUpond it was a beautiful sun-
day and you could see for mitesmiles on
each sideinde of you As the day broke the
yorktownand the jamestown two of the
confederate ships came out and started
for tilethe minnesota we at once gotbiot
ununderr way and sent a sshotot at them
they left at once they want to
have anything to do with the

on ia raitraft as they called it in the
meantime the merrimac had roused up
and came on toward the minnesota
the monitor rested a little in frontfrom 0ol01

the minnesota and waited lorfor her the
officers were in the turret captain
worden stood by my side and gave
the orders the merrimac first fired at
the minnesota and then capt worden
gave the order lorfor the monitor to go for
the merrimac and to begin firing theatie
merrimac was a awemd olfoff when we

started for her the shots were at once
concentrated on the two ironcladsiron we
turned this way and that firing about
every seven minutes we kept movinmoving
about the merrimac and getting in goolgood
shots at almost every fire the vessels
were often not more than thirty feet
apart and the engagement was terrible
the turret of the monitor was madestmade of
heavy plates of iron so that its walls
were about eight inches thick the
shots of the merrimac pounded greatgrear
denti in it but they did not go through
our guns tore the iron from the merri-
mac and had we understood its con-
structionst we might have sunk her we
should have aimed lorfor her at the water
line her iron places did not extend
much below this I1 have alwaalways
thought that we did send one shortshot
into her indand I1 think we would havehav
surely sunk her had we continued to
fire in this way

when was captain worden wound-
ed

it was some hours after the begin-
ning of the engagement a little after
noon replied lieutenant howard he
was standing at my right and was bend-
ing over and looking out of the slit
we were just going by the merrimac
and were not more than ten yards from
her when a shell struck the log just
below the sight hoholeleandand then exploded
it broke this eight inch I1logQ of iron in
two it threw one end I1of it upward
and the log held there in the air by the
dovetaildove tail with which it was fastened tato
the box the splinters of the shell flew
through the slit with them camscame
powder and flame these got into
captain bordensWordens eyes and D iniel
him they cut his face so that it waswaft
covered with blood and his clothes and
mine was covered with dust andiancl
powder captain worden exclaimedexclaim eA
that ilehe was shot he could not see
but the light that came in made him
think that the pilot house was ruined
and he gave orders to move oft he
then felt his way down through thoto
floor into the lower part of hisbis vessel
where his cabin was and gave themthe
command over to lieutenant grebenc
that shot came near destroying thothe
pilot house had we been iia secondasecona
later in duming ag captain boiden and
myself ouid surely have been killed
As it was we were saved only bythanby that
dovetaileddove tailed log standing in the air hada
it fallen it would have crushed us both 4
had the boat been less slow in Movimoving1

the shot would have struck the pilot
house square and we were so closedclose that
nothing could have saved us As it w
it hit the iron logs at an angle of
seventy five decreesdeltrees indand only brokbrolet
them captain worden was a terrible
sight as he moved off down into hwhi
cabin the blood was rushing aroln
every part of his face his eyes werewelt
closed and his sainkin was blackened
with the powder his wounds how-
ever seemed to have his least thought
he did not faint and he kept his mind
upon the battle he gave over the
direction oiof the vessel to lieutenant
greene and we had to report to him
every few minutes as to how the fight
was going on

did the officers of the merrimac
know that they had shot worden at this
time I1 asked

1I1 I think not replied lieutenant
aatehowardii lorfor they moved oftoff stoto
afterwardarward myerstmy first orders from


