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canals {8 therofore useless, In many
Cases, unlerssome provision be masde
for sturing the water whioh now rutis
to waate. The building of large storage
reservoirs is (he remed y propoued, to be
placed iu the canyoi nud other places
specinlly adapted for the purpose, [
believe uo one will question the atate-
ment that but little land i8 left and in
but few localities for which water can
be oblained without great expense. Lt
seems then,i! the growth of the westery
couutry stodepend upon thescttlement
of the public lands, a stationary perioid
bas been reached, unless some intellt.
gent and immediate action be taken,
looking to the increase uf the water
supply. 'T'here muy be some persons
incline to doubt the sintement that a
stufiouary period has beeu reached anu
who will polut to the recent phenom-
eual urowth fo certain locuslities ns
evideuce to the onntrary., There has
been a rapid growth fa places where
great cowumercial activity prevalls,
caused by the bulldiog of railronds,
the developmuut of wining industry
and from other iudustrial caures, and
which will prebably continue for some
time to come. lu Utah, the federal
cepnus will shiow, that in the purely
agricultural counties, with some ex-
ceptions, the growth has been very
plow, The truth 1s, that Utah, rich as
she s in Al thuat can make a State
great and prosperous, bagbeen sending
awaythouenndsof her people tothe more
aparcely settled States and Territories.
he hive has been swarming for many
yenrs. In the case of the greut West,
the western ocenn has been reached
and the tide of immigration bns been
turped back In search of pew felds
and these new flelds are to be found
in the arable lande of the arid region
which only wait for water to make
them hnhitable for man. Paszsing to
the question of the support of the pub-
Jlic schols, it ia hunlly necessary for
me to remind you that the governmeut
under which we live bas nlways taken
a deep interest in the o lucation of its
ple. [tsoourse in this respect has
Humined one of the brightest pages of
our natfopai bistory. [t has given
away more lands io support of the
public schools than would ¢qual many
empires, in extent. [he Lienign influ-
enceofl this generous graut has been felt
t[?' every State aJdmitted to the
nlon since the passage of the ordi-
ounce of 1787. Under the provisions
of this great ordinance aud of later
laws sectione 16 and 34 of every section
of land in the great fract of territory
porth and west of the Ohio, was re-
served for the achools of the States to be
thereafter formed out of said Territory.
Io what is koowwn, geograpnically, as
the YWestern Btates the arbitrary selec-
tion of the lapds hy law did not affect
their value, but a8 to the Biates nud
Territorles of the arld region, it has
rendered them practically valueless,
becaure of naturnl conditione which
cannot be changed or removed, A
statement vf tho ocase of Utah will
serve to hring this fact out more clear-
ly. [nthis Territory the tillable lands
are found in the valleys and form but
n small proportion of the whole. The
mafority of the school rectivns are
found on the mountain tops and sides
and in places where they cannot be
cultivated. Where they are found
in the valleys the title has mostly
passed to  settiers, The land
office was not opened tn Ultah until
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March, 1869, and the lands in the val- | in wirich they are situated.

There is

loys bad been largely taken up by the | another view of the proposition to cede

settlern before that time. The {ew re:
served schuol sections remaining iuthe
valleys nre, with but two or three ex-
ceptions, of nomlinal value. Conse-
quently, so far as Utah is concerned,
and this is probably true in a greater
or less degree of all of the States and
Territories in the arid region, the en-
dowmeutl whieh it was intended by the

governmeut to be given to the public

schoole ¢ logt, Suoh action, then,
should be taken by the general govern-
ment a8 will place the Stites and Fer-
ritories of the arid regiou on an cqual-
ity with the other States and Terri-
tories that have been able to realize
more fully from the bouuty of the
voveroment. We believe our claim for
uid iu this respect is juat and our action
in preseuting 3f, pairiotic.

In speaking of the cause of the public
schools [ desire to be understood as re-
ferring more especinlly to Utah, [he
situation of the SBtates and Territorles
tn the arid region diifer materially
with respect to the size of the streams,
the extent of the land which can be
irrigated, under improved methmis for
saving and using the water, and the
provisiong made or attainable for their
school systems. Courequently the
relative importance of the purposes for
which the lande may bedonated. difter
materially and what might he u suit-
able donatinn for one Siate or Territory,
muy require cousiderable inodification
tn another, in order to adapt it to the
greatest needs and vonfer the greatest
beuelits upon the people. [t is for this
reason, that the call suggests that the
matter b 80 handled ap to give each
State and Territery a volce in deciding
to what purposes such donations shall
b applied. The cail indicutes theru
may be other purposes to which a part
of the proceeds Jderived from the sale of
the pubiic lunds may be applied. 1
will not attempt to mention them here
nor to present their claime. I will
reuinrk, incidentally however, that in
the mountain regions, the scttlements
are found Im*valleys which are often
remote from each othier. The highways
coniecting these setticinents often run
over mountain tops and are difficult
and costly to construct anl maintain,
Bome of these public roads stretch out
for bundreds of miles and reach into
the av)acent Btates and territoriee. In
the early years of the government puh-
lHe Jands wore donated in ald of such
enterprises. The public spirited and
encrgetic men who force thelr way
over rugged mountain tups and make
paths whigh are used by those who fol-
low after them, should be as much
entitled to mid as were the men
who bullt highways in other rec-
tione upder more favorable condj-
tions. [ will also remark, that the
question of preserving the great graz-
iy ranges, which now furolsh nutris
tious food for hundred of thousanda of
cattle and sheep, i3 one of transcendent
importance. e people of all of the
country are interested in preserving
this imporiant source of food supply.

Under the present econditions, these
lands are rapl.dly depreciating lu value.
[f these lands could be eold in tracts of
limited ares umier carefully guarded
provisions of luw, their value would be
Zreatly inereased nnd they would be-
come, As they sught Lo be now, u suurce
of revenue to the States and Territories

the public lauds, which is worthy of
conslderation, From all that I can
learn, acoepting the reports made to
the committee on statistics appointed
by the Utah delegatinn in this con.
gress the total aren of laud that can be
brought under cultivalion {n [Jtah
will pot  exceed 2,304,000 acres,'
ot about four per cenf, of the totuj
area of 52,601,600, About fitty million
acres cab never be used except a pors
tiou suitable for grazing pu rbuees only,
The total urea of Iand which can pow
he walered 18 In round numbers ayoyt
720,000 acresaud thesettiers upon these
cultivated lande have to bear the Luyr-
den of supporting the Territorial gov-
eroment. The fifty miihon bear no
part of the burden. [ am aware that
this has been the experience of aj] the
Htates when in a Territorial coudition
but there is this important fact to bc;
considered, that in the oase of the ya-
Jority of the Blates, it wasSuly 4 ques-
tion of timme when relief would come
{roin the rapid settlement of the lands:
but 1o the arld region where, in the’
very bpature uof thinge, the numher
of wattlernents will nlways be limite]
the title to nearly all of the lends will
remain {o the goverument unless the re
be a complete change in the Jand lawa
and policy of the governinent. The
guestion of cediug the lands to the
Btatee is not & new oue, Iy 1837 4
meafrure wus introduced in Congress to
cede the public lunds to the new States,
[u the rich valley of the Mlssisalppi
and other sections of the couutry the
question of the swamp lands wgg BOIVen]
by the action of Congress in ceding
them to the States. These lunds are
granted for the purpose of reclaination
and because their condition was syoh
that it would entail nn unusual vx pepse
to bring them under cultivation. This
is Lthe coodition of the arid Janda to-
dny, ouly the problem !s much gore
dificult snd the expeose so much
greater, that if & propositioy were
made o have it met by the general
wovernmenl, the ureal body of (on-
gresy, unfamilinr with Irrigation, would
recoil before it.

There are mevera! ways In which
the water supply cau be developed, [n
many places artesinn wells may be
developed; in other places storage re-
servoirs built, aud In others the cons
struction of large works, wiil bring out
upon the land water from rivers, such
as tho Green and Grand in Utah und
the 8pake in {daho. The area of the

land of uusurpassed fertility that
could, by this means, be repdered
avatlable, would furnish’ comfortable

and hn{:py homes for a mighty popula-
tion. here are few places more in-
viting than the well cuitivated valieys
of the west and the government can

render *its people no greater ser-
vice than to assist in A mater-
ial way in reclaiming  every
ncre poasible. The poliey of the

wovernment has been, not to regard
the lands ae 4 vource of profit, but =8
lands held in trust for the common
good. It has purdued the geyerous
policy of ajding iu the settlement of
the lande And bas regarded the ques-
tivo of reveuuse to b derived from the
sale as a minor consideration. 1 be-
lleve the message, which the people of
the arid regiou desire to send to the

Congrees of the Uuited ttates is, give



