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turn mway the hearta of the people|in this Territory snd ask the Lat.|Ing theeverlasting Gospel to preach [ acknowledge that th
DISCOURSH from the truth. The Aposties saw | ter-day Baints concerning it, and | unto them that.dwell on ‘hel;"""h! o

Y
ELDER C. W. PENRDSE,
Delivered in the Tabernacle, Sait
Lalke City, May 13th, 1883,

BEPORTED EBY GIBES AND IRVINE,

WeEe are living in the latter days, at
a time which all the prophets of
God, who lived upon the earth in
former {imes looked forward to with
anticipation. The servants of God
whose writings have been handed
down to us in the book ealled the
Blible, were &ll blessed in their day
and generation with some foresight
in regard to the last great dispensa-
tion of God’s mercy 1o man. The
Bpirit of God opened up to them
views concerning the great Iatter-
day work, which God should per-
form, in which He wouold consum-~
nate Hia purposes, in which He
weuld perfect His work, In regard to
the people of this earth. And they
were strengthened in the perform-
ance of the duties devolvlog upon
them by glimpses of the latter-day
glory. They were called to pasa
through very trying circomestances.
As the Apostle Paul saye: %They
wereptoned, they were sawn asun-
der, were tempted, were 2lain with
the sword: they wandered about in

sheep ekine and goatskine; being
destitute, afflicied, tormented; they
wandered in deserts, and in moun-
taing, and in dene and caves of the
earth.” Generally apeaking, the
propbets of God were rejected by
the majority of the children of men.
By the spirit of prophecy which
rested upon them, they could pre-
ceive how emall would be the im.
pressions which they would be able
to make upon the people who lived
In their day, and they saw nlso that
although they might be able to ac~
complish some good in the neme of
the TLord, yet the Adversary
would come in like a flood, so to
speak, and overwhelm the jnfln-
ences which they wereable to bring
to bear. They saw that the work
which they were engsaged in conld
not continue, at least but for a lttle
while. But they Jcoked down to

that the time would come when the
people would be *heady and high
minded, lovers of pleasure more
than Jovers of God, having a form
of godlinese but denying the power
thereof;” when falze teachers would
arise and ‘“make merchandise of the
wouls of men, even-denying the
Lord that bonght them, snd bring
updn themselves awift destroction,”
fiand many,’ we are told “shall fol-
low tbelr perniecious ways; by res-
gon 0f whom the way of trath shall
be evil spoken of.”” John, the be-
loved disclple, wrote a glorious vle-
lon that God gave to him when he
was upcn the Isle of Patmos, being
banished there for the werd of God
and tbe testimony of Jesus, and in
that vision the Lord showed to bim
that a spuricus chwreh should arise

which wonld have inflaence over all
the earth. It was pictured to him
in the form of a woman sitting up-
on & scarlet colored besat, fall of
narmes of blasphemy, and npon her
forehead a name written, $*Myatery,
Babylon the Great, the mother of
Harlots.” And he saw that she held
In her hand s golden cup full of

they would ane wer, *“I know the dis-
pensation of the folnees of times Is
ushered in; I do not merely believe
it, bot I know it as well ag I know
that I live.” And if you were to
ask them how they know it, they
would answer, “By the revelations
of the Holy Ghost.”” They would
tell you they know that God has
again spoken from the heavens,
that angels have descended from the
courts of ylory and communioated
with man, and that through the di-
rect agenoy of divine and holy be-
ings, this great and Jast diipensa-
tion of God’s mercy to man has been
opened up., They wonld tell you
further, that they know it will re-
maln and prevail; that all that has
been designed must be accom-
plished under its auspices; and the
work which has been begun must
continue and grow—becsuse it 1s
the work of God—even until the
whole earth is subdoed unto Him,
and all shings are “prepared for the
coming of Him whose right it 1s to
relgn; and that po man or nation

and to every nation, and kindred,
and tongue, and people.” 8o this
Gospel that John saw the angel
bringing to earth was for the bene-
flt of generatlons to come, for the
Chriatiaps as well a8 those who are
‘termed $he heathen, We who are
styled ¥Christirns” sre in the babit
of calling ail other nations heathen;
I am inciined to belleve that there
are a great many people who are
tichristinn’® heathen,

This revelation that was given to
John will peem very etrange to a
great many peuvple, who are onder
the fmpression that the everlasting
Gloepel has been upon theearth ever
since 1t was tanght by Jesus Christ
and His Apostles. Bat if that were
80, what need wounld tbhere be for
the Lord to send an angel with ii?
Ag I before explained, Jochn saw
the time when the whole earth
wonld be under the influence of
that wicked pcwer whieh he raw
sftting on 8 ecarlet colored beast,
and out of the cop which she held
In her hand, all nations were Lo

or government or influence or socle-
ty, or all enmbined c¢an have the

drick~—not merely the heathen na-
ticns, but all the nations of the

abominations and fAlthiness of ber|slightest influence or power to stop ] earth withoutexception. I am well
fornication, and he beheld that all | Ite onward spread.

nations were made drunk with the

wine that wae 1n that golden cup. | consider how the dlspensation of|of onr Christian friends,
It wasnot merely to be partaken of {the fulness of times was to be[We are after, or thould be after, is | so?”
by a few, bot by all nations. He alao | opened up. We read that the works | truth;

saw that the time should come,—
foreseen by Isniah the prophet—
““When darkness shall cover tbe
earth and gross darkness the peo-
ple.” When Jesus was upon the
earth He told Hle disciples that the
time would come when false Christa
and false prophets would arise, and
when because of the Iniquoity that
shouid abound, the Jove of many
would wax cold. And we flod by
searghing both the Old and New
Testaments tbat the propheta of
Glod who lived in former tinees and
had dispensations committed unto
them, saw thatthe time would come
when the work which they per-
formed would seem to be loat from
the earth; apostacy would ensue;
poople would *‘go atter other Gods;
they would fransgress tbe laws,

It would be interesting perhaps to

of God are one eternal zound, “He
is the same yesterday, to-day and
forever,” without variableness or
any change whatever, As He acted
in ancient times, then, s0 may we
expect Him to act in latter times,
That if He has a work to perform
amongst men, He will commence

that He did formerly,

ble, that God spoke from the hea-
vens, that He sent heavanly mes-
sengetrs 1o some mAN or men whom
XHe, not the people, chose, to whom
He communicated His mind and
will, and whom He aunthorized to
preach to the rert. They went with
“the burden of the word of the

change the ordmauoces, and break

Lord,” they did not go forth preach

the last days when the Kingdom of | the everlasting covenani.” RBat the |ing for doctrine the commandments
God should be* eztablished on the | #ncient prophets had a glimpee of of men. They did not alm to please

eerth
vni]eci
should remain and continue to grow’
and increase an< epread forth, untii
ite Influenps should extend %o the
uttermest paris cof the earth, antil
all things should be suvdued untc
the Lord, until the wicked shounld
be destroyed, until misrale and tyr-
anny and oppression and falsehood
and false doctrine and the powers of
evil should be banlshed from the
earth, and the light of God should
etrearn forth to lighten every land,
and the kingdoms of thias world
would become the kingdoms of our
Glod and His Christ, and He should
rale from poie to pole and from
shore to shore. In this they rejoiced
exceedingly, and they were encour-
sged to perform the work entrusted
1o them, hy the foreright that God
gave to them of the great latter day
work. The A postle Paul referred to
this dispenzation in thece words:
“Havisg made known to us the
mystery of His will, accordlng to
His good pleasure, which He hath
purpozed in himself: That in the
dispensation of the fullness of times
He might gather fogetker fn one
all things in Christ, bath which are
in heaven, and which aro on earth.”
By this we ge2 thai the Apostle
Paul—aud he was imtbned with the
same gpirlt and understanding as
his brethren of the Apostleship—
looked forward {o another dispensa-
tion than that in wirich they labored,
which ia generally callad the Chris-
tian dispensation, becsuse it was in-
troduced by Jeens who was the
Christ. Paul called the dispensa-
that was to come after His day the
dispenestion of the fullness of
times,” end declared in that dizpen-
sation Glod would gather together In
one ail things in Christ; not only
the things in the earth, but also the
things in the heavens—they shounld
all be gathered together im one,
Now, the Apoetie Paul, and others
in his time—like those ancient
ropbets t0 whom I have referred—
Ead the understanding that the
work in which he was engsged, al-
though it would accomplish that
whereunto it was eent, would only
make its impreseion- for a time and
for a season}that the time wourd
come when darkncts would come in
aguin; when false docirine would
prevail; when the servanls of God
would e taken from theearth and
false prophets snd false teachers
would arise who would, (to use the
Apostle Peter’s own words) ““bring

- tn-damhehls lirddae? wha wold shott time:foped wherevon micht *Aving In 4he nildit i ™" ifa-

when it should not be per-| what God would- do in the latter | the eyes or the ears of the
against nor be overcome, byt |daye. They saw the time when|They did not as a general thing pos-

He would eztabllsh His work In the
earth no more to be thrown down
forever;, when He would establish
His Kingdom not to be left fo an-|
other people, not to be oversome,
not to be trampled under foot, but to
arise and sbine and the light there-
of go forth to mll the world that
kings might come to ita light and
the gentlles to the brigbtness of its
rising.

Now, my brethren =and sisters, wa
are blessed with the privilege of liv-
ng upon the earih in thelatter daye,
In the time to which all the prophets
ooked forward with pleasure = with
rejoleing and with - thankzgiving;
the time jusé preceding the coming
of the Bon of man, not as the babs
of Bethlehem, not to be born in a
stable and cradled in a manger, not
to be “‘despised andrejected of men,
& man of eorrows and acquaioted
with grief,” not to be lifted up on
the orose snd His life’s biood
poured ont becaunse of the wicked-
ness of men, but as King of Kings
and Lord of Loards; to come vested
with all power on the earth and in
the beavens; to *sit wpon the throne
of His father David,’”? and to “*reign
from the riveras even unto the ends
of the earth;” to subdue all thisgs
nnto himself; to abolish wickedne:s,
to hanish evl], to hind Batan and
hia hosts, and to fill the earth with
light and glory and the power of
Gog; that the lion and the lamb
may dwell together; that enmity
may depart between man snd msen
and between man snd beast; that
nation may not lift up sword againat
natlon, and that people may study
the art of war no more; but that
Peaca may be ushered in, and that
the power of God and the Bpirit of
God may be poured out upon all
fiesh and &1l nations be infiuenced
thereby. We are living upon the
earth in the tlme precediug these
great events—in the latter days, in
the last dizpensation,

The guestion may arise, s this
great dispensation which the proph-
ots foresaw, and which Paul spoke
of, alreandy ushered in? has the dis-
peneation of the fulness of tlmes
been Introdaced for the benefit of
the childreu of men? or are we atiil
under the old dispensation cpened
op by the Bavior and carried on for
& time by the Aypostles? Thatia a
serions guestion, though if left to
the Latter-day Sainta to auawer, one
that would be seftled In a very

people.

sess much learning; in fact, they
were to soma extent ignorant, that
le,they were not verred in the learn.
Ing of the world. **Not many wise
men after the flesh, not many migh-
ty, not mauny noble are called: but
Glod hath ohosen the foolish things of
the earth to eonfound the things
which are mighty.” But have we
any iutimation in the Bcriptures
that God wonld act like that in the
last days? If we had not we might
reason from what He has done to
what He will do. But we have any
amount of testimony in the Sorip-

aware that this will not sit very [ Patmos,

comfortably on the borome of some

obtain the truth mnotwithsiandin

our preconceived notions.

{eacbers shall **preach for

people, they wounld discharze them
and hire others. The Hime was to
ocome when ‘“darkness would cover
the earth, and groes darkness the
people,” but preceding the destruc-
ticn of Babylon the great sh angel
was to come fo earth with the ever-
lasting (ospel to preach to all na-
tione; and the burden of his mes-
sage was, to call upon the people
with a loud volce, eaylng, *Fear
God, aud give glory to Him, for the
hour of His judgment Is come; and
worship Him that msde heaven
and esrth, and the gea, wnd-the
fountains of water,” slgnifying that
the people had gone asiray and
were worshlpping some other god
or gode.

1t is the general view that after
tbe days of Jesue and the Apostles
there were to beno more angels to
visit the earth, This has been

tuies, written In both Testaments,ss
to what He wiil do in the last dayes.
In ihe first place we read that ©“Gad
will donothing except He reveals
His eecret to His servants the
prophets.” And we gre told in the
revelation from which I quoted con-
cerning the general apostacy, when
all nations shall become drunken
from drinking the contents of that
golden cup in the hands of the
mother of abominations, an angel
ahould come and bring to the earth
again the everlasting Gospel. You
will find what I refer to in the 14th
Chapter of Revelations, and the 6th
and 7th Ver:es. John says, “And
I eaw another angel fly in the
midst ‘of heaven, having the ever-

Iasting Gospel to preach unto them
that dwell on the earth, and to
every natioti, and kindred, snd
tongue and peo&:} £aying with a
loud voice, Fear , aldl give glory
to Hlm; for the hourof his judg-
ment i& come: and worship Him
that made heaven and earth, aud
the zea, and the fountains of
water.” And after this he declares
that there followed another angel,
saying, *‘Babylon is fallen, isfallen,
that great city, because she made
all nations drink of the wine of the
wrath of her fornications. ™

Some one may enguire, Did the
things that John saw in the vision
signify events that had imken place
already, or were they to lake place
in the fature? That cau be easily
pettled by reading the lst verse of
the 4th chapter of that book, which
reads a8 follows: ®After this I
looked, aud behold a door was
opened in heaven: and the Hrat
voice whieh I beard was as I were of
a trumpet talking with me; which
snid, Come up hither, ned I will
show thee things which must be
hereafier” And in tho 14thChagter
he eays that he saw another ange

taught to the people diligently.
What for? Becanse the men who
teach this doctrine do not receive
any visitations from heaven them-
selves. 'They have no communica-
tion with the powers on high. The
heavens to them &are fndeed as
brass. They pray, but they do not
expect to receive any answer {o their
prayers, except in some mystical
fashion which nelther they nor any-
body elee can understand, They do
not expest to receive snswers to
their prayere as the prophets of old
did. And they have taught the
people for hundreds of years that
there is to be No more communica-
tions from heaven. And why? Be-
canse they pretend to greater light;
because they claim to live In an age
of goepel blsze, and christianity, as
‘they term 18, has atiained such a
high sataudard of excelience that
they need no Jivine revelation,
Aud vet when you investigate their
condition, you wiil flnd they do
not comprehend the Gospel; they
\differ amongst themselves, they
wontend with each other even on
fundasmental principles. They have
no positive Enowledge In regard to
the things of God. Som_a of the
elergy teach what they believe, and
others teach what they do not be-
lieve, being infidel % heart. It is
true there have been gincere men
who have labored for the Lenefit of
humanity, and who have done a
great deal of good; and they will
be rewarded by the Almighiy for
all the good they heve accom-
plished. Bat wherein they have
presumed tc minfater in the name
of the Lrord when He never author-
fzed them to act for Him, they
have run before they were sont, anut
will have to answer to Him for
their yresumptlor. Wherein men
have administeted in the naine of

1’] the Father, and the Son, and the

T (hest, anid et the' samertine!

Bat what | fay, “'does not the hook

h
no communication with th:s?mh‘i

%moi:ve;]s, declarin
¥ hae ceased to apeak
they show by thelr ow}:e wuz.-m"E
make actoal confession thagf,
have no suthority. They conld ‘
possibly have any, becanss g
has been mo communieatiy Iy
thoee individnale who alone bind uffl
right to give it, and Whereln ¢
have presnmed to act in them;j
of the Father, and the Bon, any.
Holy Ghost without authorly, g
mu:t give an saceonnt when’“’
ki

g that the Iy

appear before the bar of Gy,
the ministers who have Prouy
religion for hundreds of Ten e
no definite Znowledge iy Ty
these matters and bave ko el vy
they think and what their

are, and they disagree gj a
other in regard to thel

Yet they tell the people then iy,
Deed now for any revelatip fy,
on high; that there is no gy .
angels to come to the enliy .
make plain the way of lifegiy,
vation, because, foraooth
know so much. The caogn of
tare they say 18 fall; and &
ceased to speak after Hegimi
revelation to John on the [y

“Well,”) some one perhapy
sl =
No, it does mot, batls

snd we should be deairous to | ministers have taught thatii
G %\1in the last chapter of the By
that it may come In contact wilh| Revelatlon are we not £
John {any maun shall sdg
saw that the whole earth wonld go) things, Godehall add wnio bl
astray; end sll the Aporties spoke|plagnes thas sre written jot
more or less of the time when peo- | hook?”
ple wounld depart from the Church, | that,
when they would “not endure sound | the words of the laok of (b
and carry it outin the same way |dootrine, but after their own lusts | prophecy, God
‘Whenever | they wonld heap to themselves | part out of the
darkness bas covered the face of the | teachers having Itching ears;” and |of the holy city, ad twm
earth and the pesple have gone | 8ays the Apostle, “they sball turn|things which are writlen in &
astray, we find, by reading the Bl-|away thelr eare from the truth, and | bovk.” The angel merely fold J&
shall be turned into fahle.:l;” thelr { what God told His

Id thy
unto §

Ve, but we are alp I
“If any moan shal taks gmy

Enll tede amay 4
boak ot e, and ou

servants inf

nctrive | mer times, that when H gw
the commandments of men;” and |revelation, man rhould not s
the Apostle might have added, that | it. He toid the zams thing
it they did not preach to =uit the|sec—''Ye shall not add uok

word Which I command you,
ther shall ye dimfnish syehil
it.” Thetis qaite right, Balr
is prone to Qs that whioh jifa
den,. When God reveals anytot
sOLe one la"sme to sdd 1o ek
away from It, and &y to “im
it or make 1t’ voil. Hecow tm
gel told John that W maz wee ;.
take away from the wtwb ol thy =
book of this prophecy. Wi
The bodk that John waw w
ing—the Book of Revelim!
does not refer at sl tg thl
There was no such book « &
ble then, Thoee books thatsir
compiled in the Bible—azdip
many more that are not b
were ecattered abiroad, and ek
of years after that, thef ®
hunted up and examived
that we now have were
from ='great mass of manid
and complled; others Were i
away 88 Non-canonicsl, Toed
of Beripture was pot maded
John, but was made up intd
I have described; and ther
intimatlon anywhere froul
msn that He would give ¥
revelations;, but the whe
from beginning to end
contrary. We ars told
and work righteouanees,
upon His holy name and
be nigh to answer, Al
shall reeeive, eeek and y8
knock and the docr shall
unto you; for cveryone thil
findeth, ete.”” That is th
the L.ord. It does noi
wonld not give any more
but it does say that ma &
add to that which ‘gﬂ il
In that very revelatd m%
that an sngel cara® i
gave him a lickle B'{
told him to eatik 1
the book as he wat ik
the angel eald to him BE
ticn: #Thon must propd
belore ruany people sﬂdr:
and tongues, and kings 'l
to grophesy to nations, Bf'
and before kings. wonid 0]
the word of the Lord! I
as much as that whie ¥
in the book. 9 It does ¥°
that there was not to be¥y
tevelation, The injum*";‘“k,
man shail not add 't & i““l
any revelation that 604 i
that has been a atanding ™
geunerations. o @
But if this puege 1 G
chapter of the Boox of & e
could be so construed ”:n’- bre;,
appear that there was i i
revelation, guch 8 Fo g
would conflict with whst
the 14th chapter of Revely
the effect that an angel w3
Sthaving ting

the evetissting E%
spreackeanto thalﬂ'&“-!ifd,fﬂ |



