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hincesince the commencement of our confer-
ence we have heard very much valuable
instruction and testimonies which have
beenboen very cheering to the hearts of those
who have beard them and no doubt every
person who hashaa attended conference frfromora
its commencement until tlethe present time
and who will continue until the confer-
ence shall terminate will feel amply re-
warded for the time spent and will go
away feellseelifeelingnigrig better prepared to perform
the duties which may devolve upon him
or her

there is so much to talk about connected
with ourcircumstances and condition that it
requires a portion of the spirit of the lord
to enable a person in speaking to dwell
upon those points which are best adapted
to our presentresent requirements we are not
situated as any other people thatadlis toninmany respects and instructions adaptedd
to our circumstances would differ proba-
bly from those which would be required
by others we have been from the com-
mencementmencement a peculiar people our reli-
gion is iuin many respects at the present
time a peculiar one yet if therethere be any dis-
tinctivetive peculiarity about the religion of
the latter day Sain Is that they believe
and receive the scriptures as they are and
do not attempt to put double meanings to
their teachings our religion being pecu-
liar the emmeckeffect of it is somewhat pcpeculiarpecullarculiarcullar
the message which the elders of this
church declare when they go forth to
preach the gospel has a differdifferenterlberil effect
upon people who listen to it to that which
is declared by any other denomination
not because faith in jesus christ repent-
ance of sin baptism torlor the remission of
sins and laying on of handsbands for the recep-
tion of the holy ghost are taught butbat be-
cause following these principles there is
declared unto the people the propriety and
the necessity of gathering out from the
various nations wawhereere they dwell from
the midst of their kindred and their for-
mer associates and concentrating aat the
place which god as the elders testify has
iielectedselected as the place for his people to reside
in this is a strange doctrine and one
that is peculiar to the estten day saints
and as I1 have said the effects upon
pie are peculiar no sooner do they bear
the proclamation of this docdoctrine and in
some instances before than there springs
up in the hearts of those who have receiv-
ed the testimony of the elders a desire
to gather out and be associated with
the people with whom they have
joined and whose faith they have received
I1 suppose that among the thousands who
live in this territory who have been
gathered from the various states of this
councountrytryg andstud from the various countries of
europe of asia and the islands of the sea
there is scarcely one to be found who did
not as soon as he or she embraced the gos-
pel have an intense desire to gather with
the leople of god and to become closely
associated with them to believe as they
believed to live as they lived to share
their trials to partake of their prosperity
or adversity as the case might be to re-
ceive instructions from the man whom
they believed god had chosen to preside
over his church upon the earth and the
effect upon the latter day saintsbaines in every
land is the same in this respect you may
travel to the most inhospitable climate to
the bleak regions of the north or to the
sunny climes of the south to the lands of
sterility and barrenness where hardship
seems to be the lot of the people where
privation is one of the incidents of their
existence or to the lands of fertility
where the inhabitants acquire a livelihood
with ease in fact no matter where you go
nor whatever the circumstances may be
which surround the people when they
hearbear the testimony of the servants of god
and receive and act upon it the same
spirit takes possession of the people andland
they gladly forsake the lands otof na-
tivity and the associations of life of early
life and mature age the homes of their
childhood and the gravesongravegraves of their ancestors
and wendweed their way with joy and gladness
to this strange land which god as they
verily believe and know by the testimony
of his holy spirit has prepared as a rest
ing place torfor them this is the universal
effect wherever the gospel has been preach-
ed and inia this respect the latter day
saints are a peculiar people

but though we have gathered together
as we have in thisthin country therethero seems to
be in the minds of a great many people a
disposition to overlook the reasons which
god our heavenly father hasbas had in vievieww
in gathering usua out and collecting us to-
gether and making usua one people the
prophecies which were recorded in ancient
dalsasdays as well as those which have been
given us in the day in which we live all
point forward to this great dispensation as
a time when god should do a great land
mighty work iuin the midst of the earth and
when a great revolution should bobe effected
and a great reformation accomplished
among the children of men when he
should have a peculiar people a people

who should be gagatheredhered out from all na-
tions a people wwhoho should be free from the
vices and the evils of all nations
a people upon whom heha should place
his name and whom hebe should recognize
as his wearewe are told by the revelatorrevBevelator john
that a time would come when the people of
god should be commanded to come out of
babylon out ot confusion when they
should be gathered out from every nation
from the remotest parts of the earth and
when he should make of them a great and
mighty people

we see a partial fulfillment of this prepren
diction in this territory this people are
gathered from various lands and are
dwelling together in peace and in union
without litigation animosity or strife all
harmonizing together their interests
blended in one to my mind thisuns is one
of the most remarkable phenomena to be
witnessed on the face of the earth it
strikes me as such and although familiar
with it from myruy childhood I1 look with
wonder and astonishment at the great work
that has been done in gathering this peopleeople
together visitors come here anyand they
are full of admiration for the great labors
that havelave been accomplished by the latter day saints in this wilder-
ness land into n fruitful fifeld in
these gardens in erecting homemholeshoushoufcemsem in
adorning this land with babits
lions andaud with groves and makingakingiliiti this
soilgoll once so0o barren and sterile teem with
fertility they adadmirein lreire the physical works
which we have accomplished but to my
mind there is something wregregrealergreater than this
to be admired there are works which
far surpass the work accomplished on the
facelace of nature when I1 contemplate the
work that has been accomplished in gathgeth
eringoring the people from the various nations
when I1 see men of various languages and
originally of various creeds born under
various forms of government spread
throughout this landlaud dwelling totogetherher
in peace union and love worshippingworshippingiletflitping
together in the one tabernacle or in the
same places of worship throughout the
length and breadth of this territory I1 see
something which to my mind is far far
more surprising than anything wrought
by our physical labors I1 beesee a power
wonderful in its effect a power which has

the hearts and blended the feel-
ings of the children of men and created a
oneness in their midst the effects of
which are witnessed all around us god
has done this and to his name the glory
must be ascribed mauuan cannot do these
things he cannot thus affect and operate
upon the minds of his fellowmenfeifel liehe may
produce some effect may accomplish some
results but that union loveiove and harmony
which wowe witness among ourselves is be-
yond the power of man to bring about it
is the power of god which he has mani-
fested and for wise and great ends has
this wonderful godlike power been re
stored which binds the hearts of men to
their fel and causes them to co-
operate as they have done in this land in
accomplishing the labors which have
devolved upon us

icanlean admire these things
brethren and sisters there are many
things which we have neglected to do
which devolve upon us god has given
unto us a great i aaion in the earth and
whether we realize it or not it is a fact
he has entrusted to us as a people a great
and mighty work to perform we look
around us in the various nations as well as
in our own nation and we see a greatgreg many
evils existing we beesee these evils increasing
in magnitude and becoming more formid-
able and threatening everyevery year that passes
over our heads probably we who reside
in these mountains and have done so for a
quarter of century can realize the evidence
of these evils better than theythay who
live in the midst of them and witness
their gradual growth without noticing the
great changes which have been effected
but we see extravagance corruption and a
lack of virtue and public morality we seesoe
the breaking down of those barriers which
formerly existed and a sapping and de-
moralization of public sentiment and orof
private morality throughout the nation of
which we formaforma part as well as in other
nations

now there is laid epou us as a people
the labor of establishing righteousness iin
the earth there is laid upon us the duty
of building vpup in purity and power a sys-
tem which god has revealed unto us
not a system of theocracy to be exclusive
in its effects not to build up a class a
priesthood that should domineer and
wield unjust and oppressive power over
the heartsheart and minds of the children of
men oar mission is to lay the foundation
and to build up a system under which all
the inhabitants of thetho land cancau dwellI1 in peace
and safety but I1 notice a difficulty in
our own midst and that is that we
a great extent to the tendencies of the age
to the influences which bursurroundround us on
every hand we must refrain from this
we must betset our laces like flint against
every species of corruption against every
kind of wrong in whatever formlorm it may
approach us we must yeekseekek with adail the
energy that we have to build up iuin truth
and righteousness that which god has
committed unto usand establish impregna-
bly the system of reformation with which
we are entrusted there can lauko no betterbelter
way for us to commence than by 11

to the counsels that have beenbega givon unto
us in the past and which unablieve been the
memeanansofof producing tha ngaere hap
andaud prosperity which we witness among
us

baere are tendencies to be witnessed in
this city and among our own people here
that we have to guard against we wellweliwellweli
know that of late there haahas been an inin
crease of wealth and of the means oforaoac
giringquiring luxuries and comforts god bashab
bestowed these upon us and the questiontion
now is with us will we use these means
aright with an eye single to his glory will
we with our increased prosperity devote
ourselves in the future asaa we have in thoathe
postpast to the building up olof the kingdom of
god as our paramount dutduts not for our
own aggrandizement bat for the benefit of
our felfei in every lend as well as for
the benefit of those who reside in this
territory if we do this god will bless
us but you know what the fate of allail
people has been who have been similarly
situated to us in the beginning in their
early days they were pure they were not
extravagant they were simple in their
tastes habits and dressdresa they did not RLar
low their minds to go out after earthly
things or to be placed upon them butbat
means and wealth will always increase
among frugal economical virtuous and
industrious people for it la one of the nat
ural consequences which follow industry
and wellweli directed labor and we are no ex-
ceptionscep tiong to this rule we live in a land
that has been barren and sterile above all
lands on toils4 continent and by well direct
edead energy and industry by perseverance
temperance and frugality we havohave been
essedblessedbJ and nowcow the fruits of our long
continued abstemiousness and I1industryU

are beginning to flow in upon us anandd we
are becoming wealthy our landslanda are be-
coming valuable ourgur surroundings are be
coming if not luluxuriousmurious at least com-
fortablefortable wealth Is pouring into our laps
and the prospect is that ere long we will be
as wealthy a community probably as can
be found between the two oceansocean this
seems to be the natural tendency of events
at the present time

now the question arises and I1 deem it
an important one for this conference it has
rested on my mind as I1 doubt not it has
on the minds of the brethren will we as a
people devote the meansm eans that god is giving
unto us for the preservation and continua
tion of that that hebe has revealed
unto us or will tvuveivee scatter it abroad des-
troy ourselvesourbeesbecssees and spoil the future which
god ha in store fortiaforfon us we must be a dif-
ferent people every other that has
preceded us if we fulfill the predictions of
the holy priesthood for god has baidsaid
through the mouth of his prophet daniel
thouthousandsbindsrinds of years ago ththatit this kingdom
should not be given inlointo the hands of
another people but it should stand for
ever it should not share the fatelate of prepro

attempts of the bamegame character and
be overthrown in consequence of the
weakness of the people and the aban-
donment by them of the principles of truth
and righteousness there is nothing plain
orer to my mind than this that if the latter day saints become luxurious and ex-
travaganttravagant if they love the world and for
sake their former purity if they forsake
their frugality and temperance and the
principles which god hasbas revealed unto
them and by the practice otof which they
are todayto day the people that they arearo we
shall be overthrown as others have been
overthrown but I1 do not look for any
such result for I1 believe firmly in the prepro
diction of daniel that this workwark when es-
tablished shall not be given into the bands
of another people but it shall stand for
ever and there will be means and agencies
used and brought to bear on the minds of
the people to prevent such a catastrophe as
that to which I1 have alluded to prevent
the downfall of the system and the over
throw of those connected with it and to
prevent the victory of that which is evil
over that which laIs good holy and purepuro

these means have been indicated in re-
velationsvevo which have been given unto Usuawe are not I1livingIV I1u asaa wwea should live Asfollowa people we follow the tmyahya telustetus of our
fathers in regard to thetho management
of wealth we follow in the footsteps of
those who have preceded us we are in-
novatorsnovators shobho far as religious thought and
religious doctrines are concerned and we
have been bold innovators we have not
hesitated to adopt great reforms and to
proclaim them and we have sought with
all the energies god has bestowed upon us
to make them facts in the earth we
have proclaimed this doctrine of gathering
and the people have been gathered together
this is a great innovation it is a boboldd stepto
and it has resulted in success thus fartfantfarfan itt
is not now a novelty or a newnow and untried
experiment for the gathering of the peo-
ple together has been going on for forty
years and upwards bat it16 was ita great in-
novationti when introduced it is soflo with
other doctrines which the elders of this
church have taught god inspired their
ilemheal ts and they regardless of liiiallali11 conse-
quencequen cem fearlessly proclaimed thothe truth
which hebe imparted unto them we have
made a great revolution in our domesticdomeatloatio
relations and in our social system we
have taken a bold stand and have beenbeen
fearless of the consequences because G
as we testify has revealed unto us a princes
pie that should be practiced and which we
should carry out and be the pioneers in
inaugurating for the redemption of men
and women and that should check andaand
iulil fact effectually cure the evils under
which christendom has groaned for cen-
turies the of this church did thisandsard
hatehavo risked all he consequences from the
timetimo the system was inaugurated until the
present time the results of this we can

1
all seebee in the purity and chastity oi9
community for strange as it may seeseel
no other land are the chastity and v
of women soBO highly respected as in
throughout the length and breadth 0

0territory public sentiment is utterly
posed to anything that would violate
chastity and virtue I1

baveihavelin these directions then we havelbavel
bold and fearless innovators but a
as financial matters are concerned bopaoaso
the accumulation and managementmana gemen
wealth are concerned we have not follfoli
in the path which god has markedmarkyet the time must come and we msmis
well prepare our minds for it ghei
shall havenave to take a great step in thitthi

and when we shall have to fft
the path indicated by god in order t
cape the evils that are inevitable anandaud
will otherwise most assuredly come i1

and overwhelm us I
I1 have told you that others who1

preceded us have fallennilen a prey toetotto
the increase of wealth in every natili
been attended with fatal conse que
we have but to read the history of ouroni
from the beginning until the present
to rest assured of that men have I1

probably to all of you who have beer
and mingled with the world it iiiwell for you latter day saints to talk p
your condition now because you a
primitive people you areareaa young

you have not been tempted
tried wait till you increase in wbwe
and until you become familiar wit
sins which surround the wealthy I1

until you are brought in contact withh
ury wait until the spirit of reform w
animated your pioneers dies out iiai
generation rises up who will think inme
the world then there will be a di
feeling and spirit and youyon will ncri
persecuted hatedbated or despised you
become more popular because the w
will become familiarized with your I1it
thienthlen mormonism and the latter
saints will become like every other pc
that have preceded them overcome tr6
luxuries of the world and by the laimiidi
riches have yu not heardbeard
this kind time and time again doubdoub
they have been made to youyon or inicinbiin
hearing

nowhow how shall we avert these evils
is very well to say that god has ostadestad
ed this kingdom it is very well to aabaysay
this is his church did he neterdeter alha
church or kingdom on the earth be
did hebe never have a people unon the c
before why most certainly he did
had churches before thisthle hebe had ppt
before he chose the latter day saints
had communities that he owned and rsre
nihed before wewa were organized yet
went the way of all the earth aniand
church of god disappeared from the iin
of the inhabitants of the earth lux
corruption vice extravagance the lo100
wealth and the allurementsallurements otof sin V i

in all the earth and the devilde his awbat
majesty heldheid high carnival throng9
the earth because of the influence
power of these things over the hearthearr
the children of men it is true thatt
established his work before we kno
to be true and because hebe has estable
it in our day we need not think thatt
going to preserve it without utusinging in
to do so he has revealed and will
dinue to reveal law and that law mu
obeyed by us or we can not be U
the time must come when we must 1 i

that which has been revealed to us a
order of enoch when there shall in6
rich and no poor among the lattenlatter
saints when wealth will not be a tenntenc
tion when every man will love his nmt
bor as hebe does himhimselfbeltbeit when everyleveryeveny j
and woman will labor for the goo
all as much as for self that day iicome and we may as well prepare
hearts for 14it brethren for as
creases I1 see more and more a neca
for the institution of such an order
wealth increases luxury and extra
have more power over us the neoenece
for such an order is very greatgroat and ifi

undoubtedly in his own time and I1

will inspire his to
among the people I1 do not wish to
shadow when it will be done or what
circumstances will be that will call it fif
for this is not my province but I1 feelfee
to talk upon it and to prepare
heart and to seek with all the faithfalth
influence I1 havebave tot prepare theethe heart
my brethren and sisters for the intro
tion of this order it will doubtlessdoubtdoubtessess I1

time of trial and will be att
ed with mallymaily things that will test
feelings but when deview the greitgrehl
suits that will follow its introduction
its perfect establishment upon the el
we should be filled with thanksgiving
praise that god has devised a
this kind you can see already the ofGI
of the partial introduction of comet
akin to it in cooperationcooperation we havhave
that established in our midst and wha
its efmemm ct we witness a gradual dafft
afqf means throughout the comma
greatly benefiting all its members 0
the effects of this which we witness is16
wealth does not increaselocorease so rapidly in
handsbands of the fewfow and that the mornor an
kept in poverty so much I1

before cooperation started you dodc
less saw and deplored the increase
wealth in some few hands there
rapidly growing in our midst a cladamonetary men composing an aristo
of wealth oar community was meumer
by serious dangers through this behet


