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This glorlous time shall come as
soon as that of the Gentiles has been
completed and the fulness of the
Gentlles gathered in. This Is ex-
Pressly stated in holy writ, so there
enn be no uncertainty about it. Nor
heed we doubt that the time is very
near. All signs indicate the closing
up of the former dispensations for
the ushering in of the new one.
Blessed is he who is prepared for

the future. J. M. B.
g~ =
CLERGY AND WORLD.

ThHE Afta Californic of April 28
has the follewing for its leading edi-
torial:

“Organlzation and co-operntion are

forces that should be brought into
the field to fAizht poverty, crime and

disease. Bishop Huntington has re-
Cently slioken his mind as to the
Place’ held by his church and its

8cclesinstical  organization in the
El‘lmtical economy of the world. He
8 Dot paticfied with it. His expres-
Blon of digsatisfaction appliesequally
nearly every ofther Prot-
“Stant church organization. What
hay seemn to need is an intelilgent,
Useful and profound influence in the
e"eliy-da , practical affairs of this
Worlg, by should Christian com-
Munjties have so much crime and
verty, and why should Christinn
tates have such oppressive puble
debts, and why should three great
Processions start from the cradle—
O0ne bound for the prison, ancther
for the poorhouse, and the third for
he insnne asylum? These proces-
Slons never lack recruits. The peo-
¢ who march in them increase in
Numbers out of proportion to the in-
Crease of population. The sitting
0 churches, the inerease in wor-
ihipping congregations, may not
8e) pace with the population, but
;‘0 matter, the insane who chew
heir opgues and shrick as they
;‘aﬂl‘ch, the kmupum who whine and
N Iver, and the criminals who jest
an their way to jall, keep up the
T"el'llge and account for the losa.
ahe march beging with the cradle
h“d it ends with the grave, and
u:’ads and hearts are broken as the
dil'ﬁe lines diverge to the three
ferent jnstitutions which el viliza-
Bu‘"\ has provided to shelter the re-
polts for which it scems to be res-
mnﬂible. Each force of society
bl}l‘“ bear its share of the responsi-
ity, and, according to Bishop
a“‘(‘ntlngtnn, the pulpit is getting
ke toits part in reducing the
sdies of human life.
wige? clergy would scetn to need a
0“;"-‘1‘ grasp of the practiend affairs
of tfﬁ- A pastor, if the suggestions
he bishop are to be aceepted,
have an eguipment that will
lldv['m him to be sought for sound
heallge in matters that concern the
A8 |y h and ecopmomies of the body
"-hosg 18 now sought for comfort in
are ¢ afflictions of the soul which
-5 Common lot of map.

@ to say that a large per-
Wt:rtage of the causes w hichl}ungeto
poverty, crime and insanity might

Averted by timely and wise

council. Bo many full for lack of
knowing how to stand, nnd they
might know if only the trusted u(f-
viser were at hand.

Our great churches have much to
learn and more to teach in the phy-
aies of life, nnd yet they equip gilwlr
clergy only for metaphysics. If
they only could have clergymen
who are not orly strong in prayer
but sharp in a horse trade, they
would fill a want which we believe
is felt more and more every year.
If they could not only advise and
persunde the conversion of the
young, but with keen ipsightinto
their capacitics could also advise the

rofession t(hey should follow or the

andicraft they should learn, the
pulpit would regain its yital hold
upon men, and yequi]i)é)ing them
better for this life would fit them
more easily for the life to be.

The study of the practices of some

evople, whom they teach their flocks
fo espise, would be of benefit.

If the American pulpit were nsked
what organization in the country
might be studied with the lenst
profit for useful sugpestions, bene-
ficial in the moral and material con-
ccrag of the people, we are persuad-
edthat a large majority would an-
swer, the Mormon Church of Utah.
Its practice of polygnmy condemns
it at once, and men turn from it
with aversion and disgust and con-
demn Its people to vicious pursuit
and rigorous punishment. But sup-
pose we forget about l{gamy for
awhile and honestly lock into the
jails, poorhouses and insane asy-
Jums of that community of 250,000
souls. Letus get the detail and the
sum of individual, munieipal,.
county and tervitorial debt. Let us
examine enrefully the standard of
official honor, see what is the ratio
of defaleations in office, of corru{)t.
nse of offfcial position, and honestly
strike a balance in these matters
with the surrounding States and
Territories which are not shadowed
by polygamy. The imlnuce is credit-
ahle to Mormon Utah, and yet it has
a mixed population. It has tapped
Europe below the line of lees. It
has on hand the same problems of
education and assimilation that ot-
fliet other communities which re-
celvea higher class of European im-
migration.

Bishop Newman of the Methodlst
Church has just said: *'We have the
race guestion to settle ag buetween
American born and foreign born.”
But that question does not seem to
trouble Utah, where order is the
rule, law-is supreme,industry isuni-
versal, and the manliest of qualities
have conguested a desert and graced
it with homes.

Over it all is the cloud of polyya-
my, but aside from that the silver
lining of temperance, virtue, econo-
my nnd public and private honor
offers a subject for philosophic
study. If we were asked to Five
reasons for the exigtence of 80
many desirable things in that Mor-
mon land which make it exception-
al, we with present lights would
answer that it is due to the prac-
tically huipful charneter and quali-
ties of the Mormon ec¢lesiastical
estnblishment. Chargod with the

sin of polygamy, that church may
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challenge the rest of the country to
a show of facts and figures on: the
rate of taxation, the economy of
public expenditures, the grade of of-
ficinl honor, the perfection of publc
schools and universality of educa-
tion, and the percentage of insanity,
pauperism nnge crime. We declare
without fear that no community of
like population and circumstances
as to mixture of nationalities can
safely accept the challenge and
stand the comparison.

And all this not because of polyg-
amy, but in spite of it. All this
lead in the race with a millstone
around the Mormon neck. Surely
suach & condition may well be
studied, not by critics, but hy phil-
osophers. All men know: that if
any other church organization could
point to such results of ita domina-
tion of a great Tervitory or State, it
wonld trumpet the fact to the world.
But here is ﬁﬁat that situation stand-
ing ready for study.

What wesay may be startling. It
may be unpleasant. It maybe nis-
understood. Bot we will be glad to
say it of Jew or Gentile, Catholic or
Protestant, and that some one may
rometime and somew here be able to
say it of each, we piously and per-
sistently hope. '

But whether in Utah or else-
where, the clergy and the world
need opportunities for study of the
conditions of a more practical reia-
tion to each other. he great and
wide-reaching church organizations
have the machinery, if some genius
will set it in motion. Instead of de-
pending on his flock the preacher
should make it depend on J1im, not
as the subduer of inquiry, the
blockader of progress or the agent of
superstition, but ns a guide, philea-
opher and friend in the daily oceurr-
m% emergencies and material trinls
of the flesh, as well a8 in the meta-
physical epidemiea which furnish
work ior the revivalist and evangel
ist. nnd for the bed-side practitioner
of theology.

Et may be answered that the mass
of mankind are self-poised and self-
relinnt in these material respects,
But if this be so, why do the there
awiul and solemn processions—hope-
less, hapless and l’orlurn-——kee step
from the cradle to the poorhouse,
the madhouse and the ﬂ gon? They
nre frete, and they teach while they
terrify. Ifthey are non-preventible,
then all that we have said 1sin vain.
It they nre preventible, let preven-
tion be studied wherever light can
be had.

——

Lord Wolseley has been writing
an essay upen the English swords
that proved in recent battles in the
Soudan to be no better than sticks,
bending and bresking under the
most ordinary strain. He says that
the present style of swerd is too
light by two or three ounces, and
too thin In the “fuller,’’ but he
thinks that one main trouble has
leen that the weapons are weakened
by the testa to which they had to be
sibmitted before acceptance, nnd he
sagely suggests that it might be bet-
ter to nccept the swords without

testing them.



