[ Fmar e

200

——

THI DESERET NEW

DESERET NEWS:

WEEKLY.

—
TRUTHE AND LIBERTY.

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY THE.

"DESERET ‘NEWS COMPANY.

CHARLES W. PENROSE, EDITOR.
—
WEDNESDAY, - Armi 11, 1858,
e — =
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TAE General Conference which closed
yesterday was probably the most nu-
merously attended, especially at its
.closing sesslons, of any similar gath-
£rng since the organlzation of the
Church. Yesterday (Sunday) after-
noon it was estimated that not less
than flve thousaud people were unable
%0 galp ndmittance to the large Taber-
+pacle, which was crowded in every
-part. Even the standing space was
densely packed. Probably 12,000 were
‘In the bullding.

.The scene of yesterday suggested the
-mecessity at some time, not far in the

duture,of providing ampler means for
the people as a whole to obtain the
benefits of these great gatherings,

“when Israel assembles semi-annually |

for worshlp and instructiva. It ap-
L pears almost inevitable that a division
~ Of the conmgregations must some time
enene in order to enable the worshlp-
pers to attain. the object they bave Tn
+lew in leaving their ordinary employ-
.aoent and traveliog, larce numbers of
ithem, long distances te listen to the
-words of the servantsof God, that they
.may, after suoch seasons, enter
upon the gsual  duties of
lite and discharge their obligations to
the aAlmlghty with renewed zeal, falth
and vigor.
This tuought 1s made all the more
impressive by & fact _that 18 occasion-
- ally demonstrated— the inebility. of
tbe generality of speakers Lo make the
‘people as 3 whole who form those im-
~mense coneregations  hear. The
8plendid acoustie properties of the
Tabernacle are insufficient to over
come this dificulty when the building
48 overcrowded, there belns, neces-

-sarlly, Wwhen B8nch is the case,
. more or less nolse in the
bedy of the pgrest hall. This

"inability of the people to bear all that
‘was 8sid during the later sesslons of
the Conference which ended yesterday,
YWBS prﬂbnb]f' the oniy featnre that

"marred the pleasure and profit of the
occasion,

The Ingtractions were excellont, be-
ieg spirited and timely. The Epistle
‘from President Woodruff, in behalt of
the Twelve, was especially comprehen-
slve. It theme awnd those of the
Bpenkers penerslly were in the direc
‘tion of leading the repentant sinner to
.look to the beacon of hope, as the
mercy of God promised forgiveness to

‘those who lorsake the path of
swrong:= doing. The comprehen-
aive, liberal and  far - reaching

character of the plan of sslvation was
portrayed with great force and- cl ar-
néss, while the exhortations to charity
-conld oot fail te have preat welght
“upon the listenera, The allustens to
‘the perplexities and opposition by
-wwhich the S8aints are cooafronted, to-
gether with explanations of théir
CcAauses, were appropriate, while the
persuasions of the brethren to induce
“the people to adopt the higher law of
self-sacrifice in place of resorting to
self-seeling processes were in exsact
] qnilson with the portrayals of the sitn-
ation,

It {8 impossible to over-estimate
.one feature of the instructlon—the
pecesaity of each individual conglucting
himself with such uprigbtness as fo
Insure hla possession of suflicient di-
vige light to enable bhim to be proof
agafnst  temptation that would
igdgce him to act contrary
‘to the interests of the work
of God. Nothwithstanding  the
forbidding aspect of the present, all
-aeemed to be inspired with the hepe
wof & bright outcome, and a firm assur-
ance of the finai trinmph of truth,

-Ag usual, the musical exercizes con-

- stituted a detightinl  feature of
‘the conference. The singing
of the cholr under the lead-

- grship of Brother Beesley was all that
could be reasonably desired, while
‘Brotoer J. J. Daynes} manipulation of
the grand organ was masterly. The
mther fnstrumental paris were also ex-
.ecuted harmonionsly, The rendjtion
.,0f the closing anthem *‘We will glve
Thanks,"” was inspiringly craud.

The measures instituted by President
Angus M, Cannou and operated by an
appropriate committee, for the sub-
siantial entertainment of the visiting
Saints from a distance, worked to a
charm. The lstter were hospitably

rovided for in the mauter of
pod and Jodging. This arrange-

. ment elimipated all the elements
of diacomfort and jnconvenieuce that
raight otherwise heve existed on an
occaslon when thousands of people
floeked into the clty from the settle-
.ments,

‘Ajtogether the Conference was an
~excellent one, the Spirit of God beiag
i, “i“im in the assemblies of the
- BAInts,

GENERAL CONFERENCE.

FIRST DAY.
AFTERNOOR SEBSION, APRIL DTIL.

The hymn on page 108 was sung by
the choir:

May we who know the joyful sound,
Btill practice what we know;

Not hearers of the word alone,

But doers of it, wo.

Openiog prayer by Counselor Daniel
H. Wells, A
Singing by the choir:

When the volce of fricndshlp's heard,
Bounding Like a sweet toned bird,
When the holy notes inspire

With devolion’s purae desire.

APOSTLE LORKKZO SNOW

spoke. The substance of what he aaid
wasas follows; I have, been pleased
with tue fnstructlons given this morn-
iug. We bhave pgathered for the pur
pose of wershiping God and trans-
acting bnsiness necessary for the
furtherance of the cause of truth on
the earth. T'ne character of the in-
structlons wlil depend largely upon the
coaditipn of our minds, We should
dismiss therelrom our secular business
and devote our attention to the pur-
pose of this Cenference.

Fifty-eight years aeco this Church
was organized, Fifty-two years of
that time [ have been conpected witu
it. When I concluded te identify my-
self with it,I felt it necessary to ascer-
tain {ts divina character. IL isto be
presumed that every man and woman
views this supject simillarly. The
Gospel gives us this opportunity. The
person who does not take advanta
of this privilege 18 not in a safe
conditlon. We bave passed through
many trying scemes since this
work was established. There is nno
other wey In which the Sajots can
make spiritual {mprovement and be
prepared for un nheritance in the ce-
lestial kindgdom than through tribula-
tion. It 18 the process hy which
Enowledge is increased and peace will
ultimately be established universally.
It had been eald that if all our sur
roundiogs were peaceful and prosper-
ous now, we would become Iindiffer-
ent, It would bhe a condition that
would be all that would be desired by
a pood many na‘ures; they would not
stretch out after the things of eternity.
Present cir¢umstances are exceedingly
disagreeable, and 80 they have been
at many times slnce the work of God
was established. ¥or some time pre-
vious to the present crosude maltters
aad been for a lenuwiby period plensant
and peaceful. It was quoestionable
whether we were then makiog s much
gmgress as we are doing surrgnnded

y adversity. e have open to us op-
portunities Lo indicate whether or not
we are willing to endure any trial that
any apostle or salnt in any eze has ac-
ceft.ed for the sake of the truth.

‘The channe] of revelation is open to
us a8 auciently, In the meridian of
time, while He was In mortality, the
Savior did maoy mighiy works, yet
these did not cause the people to rec-
ognlze his ldentihy as the Redeemer.
This is exhlbited in the qoesiion put
by Him to Peter, whom He asked who
men sajd he was. Peter told him he
was taken to be a varlety of person-
ages. Christ asked Peter who he sald
He was. “Thou art the Christ, the
san of the living God,”” was the ap=
swer. The Savior therefore blessed
him and zave him the keys of the kine-
dom and promised ta build his church
on the rock of revelation. Peter had

ower to impart the Hely Ghost to be-

ievers and that epirit wns to commu-
nicate to them the tbings of God.
Joseph Smith, whose divine mission
wis referred to this morniog, by
apeakers, cialmed to recejve the same
authority that was conferred upon
Peter. It was piven bim under tne
hands of Peter, Jumes snd Jobn. This
awer haviong been revealed and con-
erred upbn man,’it is the privilege of
the Latter-day gnints,m understand,
by the Spirtt of God, the reasone why
they are required to pass through the
difficulties by which they are beset. In
the career of the Church the Lord has
done for the Salnts all that he prom-
fsed. He has brought us through afllic-

tlon and bas enlightened us
fn  regard to his own na-
ture and our relatlonship to Iljm.
There is po people that has

more reascu to be grateful to Him thea
the Latter-day Saints. He has shown
us that if we are faithfol we wlll asso-
ciate with each other in an immortal
and glorlous state; that those conneg.
tions formed bere, that are of the most
enduring character, shall ex1st io eter-
nity. As wekeep the commandments
of God pew things that give us knowl-
edee and Joy are nnfolded to our view.
Ameobe onr trials are temptations, by
whichi we are epabled to show how{
much we valoe our religion. You are
tamiliar with the experience of Job
fn that respect. He was glven
a knowledgﬁ of the resurrection,
and of the Redecmer, and he knew
that althoueh he should dle yet should
he, in the latter days,ses his Redeemer
on the earth. The temptations to
which he was snbjected showed that
he valued these heavenly considera-
tions above everything else. The Lat-
ter-day Saints bave gone further than
#ur sectanan friends profess to have
done. We bhave met with men who
claimed to bave authority from Ged,
who have informed ns if we belleved,
were baptized by immers10a for the
remission of slns and recelved the lay-

e

truth of the doctrige. ‘e have ac-
cepted these doctrines, aud naving
feund a divinity in them, we are tbus
enabled to withetand trials when they
come upon us, We have received a
kpowledec of '‘these things, und we
have a rlght to testify concerninglithetn.
No one cun consistently deny thut we

ossess this witness unless he places

'meelf uuder the condltions by which
we claim to have obtained it.

The Prophet Joel predicted that
the Splirit of God would in the lat-
ter  times, be poured out upon
all flesh. OQOune of the efdects
of the spirit 13 u spiritual taith, then
there are other gifts, of a miraculows
character, which are, sccording to my
kuowledge, distributed amonz the
Latter-day Saiats. There are thoun-
sands of people who can testify that
the predictions of the Elders made to
them to the effect tost if they shonld
by obedience to the principles called
“3ormonism,’’ they would oblaln a
knowledge of the divine origin. Tnis
{8 the reason why they have guthered,
We have a testimony concernlog
Christ, ikat He 18 comiug to the eartlh,
to relon. We testify concerning these
thiogs, and for them we are willlng
to go to prison and endure all man-
ner ¢f abuse, contumely and reproach
Because God is our Friend we do not
fear. We may have to centiong to
be subjected to many conditions that
are disagreeable, ¥ theld we are
ecabled Lo show the dngels that we

things of the world.

I remember very distinctly, lu Kirn-
lind, forty-one years uapo, perhaps,
that there was a spirit of speculation
It came meving from the worldand
flazlly reached the Latier-day saints.
Sume of them began  specniating;
they forgot their religion, they forgot
the principles that hud been reveszled
to vhem, and muay of them fetl intothe
spirit of the times and were carried
awey with speculating. Ihtliculties
arose—cnvy and strife—and the Lord,
being diepleased with them, brought
destruction into their mldst and they
wetre broken to pieces as a settleiment.
But we do not wish tbat such things
spould wrunspire again. The Latter-
day SHuints ought to be too far along in
wisdom and intelligence to fall into
snares of this characier, It does not

ay. It will pay no man to toru his
guck upon these glorions princlples
and thyse thingze which have been re-
celved irom the eternal worlds—to
turpn gur backs upon thes¢ things and
mix ap and devole ourselves to the
L,eggarly things of the world,
It will not pay us. What ever
temptatlon may come opon us yr to
which we are uow exposed we shouold
lisleu to the history of the past_ and
not allow ourselves to be overcome,
or we will much regret it.

Every man has got to learn to stand
upon bis own knowledge; he cannot
depend upon i8 peighbor; every man
must be independent; he must depend
upon his Goa tor himself entirely. It
depends apon himselt 1o see if he will
atem the tide of trouble and overcome
the impediments that are strewn in the

atbway of life to prevent his progress.
R man can get informeslon by tbe
operations of the Ilely Spirit and he
approaches to God and Increases in
bis faithin proportion 48 he Is diil-

ent., Every trial a man goes through
f he 1s (faithful in that tria
and does honor to God and
bis religion he bas espoused, at the
end of that trial or silliction that in-
dividual is pearer t0 God, nearer jo
regard to the increase of faith, wis-
dom, knowledge and power, snd ilence
is myre contident in calling upon the
Lord lor those things he desires.
bave knewn individuals who have
trembled at the idea of passiog throngh
certuin ordeala who alter, they were
through the temptation have sa1d they
could approach the Lord in more con-
fldence and ask for such blessings as
they desirved.

What will be the end of these
troubles which now hang around ns?
We do not pretend to say. Neither s
it a matter ‘of very deep interest to
any of us. Buot what i3 of particular
interest in regard tothese thingsis
that we be carefnl and do_rizht our-
selves, and not be overcoms by the
weak tolngs, but be humble before
God and follow His promptings.
There was very many whe apostatized
fifty-one yeara atgo in Kirtland when
the same kind of difficulties a8 are now
upon us were among the people then.
There were many to whom the Lord
tad revealed thiogs and blessed them
in many ways. Bot they could not
withstapd the temptations of the
world. But they went to work and {n-
creased thelr wealth In & way that God
was not pleased with. Thaey grasped
at every opportunity to get wealth 1n a
way that was displeasiag to the Al-
michty, Hence some of them aposta-
tized {n consequence of their indulzlng
io that spirit. [ wish to make these
gtatements for the benetlt of the Lat
ter-day Saints. Listen to the whils-
perings of the Holy Spirit, that when
such things are brought before us to
tempt us we may have power to lay
them one slde. ]

Perhaps [ have said coouch this [af-
ternoon. .

We have every reason to rejelce and
to be full of joy and satisfaction, not-
withstanding the difficulties that sur~
round ns. And how far bave wead-
vanced, how much knowledge have
weobtained and how much more are
we able to bear now than one, two or
flve years ago, and are we able to stand
more now toak a few years aco? The
-Lord has strengthened us and increased
us8 ln our growth. Likethe tnfant,when

it knows not how it re-

{og on of hands for the imparting of

it lg;rm'\rs 1,?
celved gradual strength and the mane

the Haly Ghost we should knusw of the | ner o which it Increased in stature, It

‘world, as we have done.

Ilis correct.

a

ig targer thls year than last, So ia re-
ward to our spiritual ndvancement. We
feel stronger toduy tuan we did a year
g0, And LhisChurch :iaads irmer now
at this Filty-eight « Anpgzl Conterence
than fifty-erght yesrs ago, when it
was orgaunized with six membgrs,
Thereare men who have a very extén-
sive knowledge of God aud would sul-
fer almost soy kind of martyrdom be-
fore turning tneir backs upou the prin-
ciples God bas revesied. We are lu-
creasing in wisdym as a body, We
cun sgfler now & gieat deal more thin
we conld severs!l years ago. 'Then we
counld not exercisc the paticnce in the
midst of our persecetions that we can
today. Taerels ns people gpon the
fuce of the earth wko can exercise the
patlence, and bear ihe evils of the
It is marvel-
ous that the, people, thoussnds aod
thousands ot't.gem. cun stand difficalty
apd triale and suffering in se much ga-
tience. We turn pot ubd revilenot
our eoemies. It is becanse the Spirit
of God has increascd within cur mids:
a4y & people. Aud those who have
pergecuted us have done so because
of their igwrapce. II  they
could see a3 dod does, they vever
would thiok of persecutlog us as they
do. Hadthe Jews kuowp Jesus whea

he was jo their micst snd koown what | |

be was willing to suffer from them
they never would have done woat they
did. Nelther would our enemies do as
they bave and are still doipg if they

Jove the things of God better than the | knew what we are willlng tosuffer for

them. Butthey do it because Satan
has power over them. It fs pot be-
cahse of their natural disposition to
afflict thelr prethren aad slsters. For
we are u}l the offspring of the same
(God. And these, our pursecutors, are
toe children of God.,  Tne evil one
muy have such powWer over Lpem that
they cannot receive the truth, and wo
cabnot do for them the zood we would
like to do, Butin years to come we
wili go luto the Temples and admin-
Ister in ordinaoces through whlen
they may therc have an opporiumity,
after they have suffered for their evlls
on earth, of receiviny these Gospe
truths, which God has so clesar]y wade
known unto us. This is what we ex-
pect to do to our enemies.

God bless the Latter-day Saints, and
may we have the Spirit of the Lord and
exercise patience and leng-suffering.
May we huve a glorious Confarence,
that it may be sald,as It always bas
been, thatthe last Confercece is al-
waysd the best. Tbis is my pruyer, in
the name of Jesus Christ, Anen.

ELDER.JACOD GATES,

was the next speaker. He sald: I am
glad to have the privilege of meeting
with the Saints in Confereuce. The
Church wes orgnnized [ifty-eight years
ago with six members. It was one of
the most important events in the his-~
tory of the eartll. It was destined to
revolutionize the world, and prepare
the way for the coming of Christ wpd
the introduction of that righteonsness
that will produce the Millennlom. 1
amn thankful to bave the priviless ot
livlog io sugh 4 momentous age. Not-
withstanding the dilicultics we nhave
to encounter, this people will trivmph
over all their epemies, who will yet
reeret their course toward Lhis people,
who bave sacrificed thejr comfort for
the welfare of humanity. Altheugh we
have been buffeted and persecuted, we
have in the face of it all increased 1o
strength. But we are bardly half-
grown, yet in our immatare coandition
we appear to be feared by those who
wish our destruction. Theyare afraid
we will become ~irongz and numerous
and overturn their {alse systems,which
All that has come apon
this people in the shape of persecutign
has been for their zood. Every
possible effort has been maude
to Induce ms to become like
the rest of the world, but
we cannot afford to do that. Thisis
the work of God. He prepared the
platform upon which we shonld stand,
and we propose to stand by it. What
is that platform? Todo the works of
rightecusness and show to the world
that we are just what we profess to
be. This course will lead us up to ail
that the heart can wish, for ege bath
not seen nor ear heard that which 1s
in store for the faithful, Sucb
will recelve, according to the
promise, ‘‘all that the Father hath.”
I have never in all my experience in
this Chorch—almost dfty-tive years—
seen a beiter time than the present,
The sitnation was predicted by the
Propbet Joseph and the harder it
plows the qulcker it will be over. If
we are persecuted for righteousness’
gake, blessed are we, but if otherwlse
we get only what we deserve. We
are calledto be Latter-day Saints and
nothing else, Onr course should be
upward snd onward and we should
never yield a single point until victory
{8 won. We never will let op in our
labors unttl every koee shall bow apd
every toogue confess that Jesus is the
Christ.
The anthemn ;

O L joyInt in the Lord,
was eung by the choir.
Benediction by President Angns M.
Cannon.

SECOND DAY.

MORNING SESSION, APRIL 6TH.

Singing:
0 Jesue! the giver
Of;ull wo epjoy.
Cur lives to thy honoy
We wieh to employ.

Prayer by Apostle Heber J. Grant.

.;_ﬁ
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The choir sang:

Come, all yc sons of Zion,
And let us prasse the Lon),

With harmony uneeasing,
According to s word,

APOBTLE JOHK W. TAYLOR

! was the (irst speaker this wornigy,
followiu beiug a beiet sSTRODSEY gy
remarks: I desireto €njoy 2 pop;
of the Holy Goost to dlrcet my wy
We are bleesed with pleasant weay
peace and beaith.  The cougy;
seem favorable fora good confers
Sluce we last et 14 Lbis4 capyyy
there have been mzny cnaugesﬂoéj
plessant and some the reverse, Jpe
viduals have repented of wrong gy,
woile olhers haye bDeen excoumg
cated. Should there ue any of they
ter prepent, may they Maten bump)
woat will be aaid. All men are py
10 err, some to u pgreatey degree
otbers. It s¢ems DeCeSIATY DCCord,
to the law of the Church,to deal deg

:

ively wigh persous wno are il
of a certain class of ofe
This pbuse s  continuggs,

desire to speak to those who sre liy,
toerr. There will be 0o offens y
those who consider themselves p,
fect sionld srlse and lesve this by,

ng.

1t 13 prievous to uote the facty,
men suffer themselves to be cgg g
the Churco. Itis dificult for mey
cortrol aund look aiter myself, g
keep from encroacbing on othe,
There 18 o way for all men 10 repyy
Those who are givea to drunokeny
can forsake that evil and indulge jy
no more. So with dishouesty of e\-g,',
kled. He who commi s this wry,
should return to honest hablts, sy
whe Lord will torgive him. 8o ajy
the sin of falsebood. Let thy, I
gwlty ol this cvil learn tg y
aud Jove the truth. Christ s
coocernlng those who should love ey
that they shou!ld be placed outsids g
New Jerusilem. II we glve wapy
temper and speak barshly, let thepy,
son showlug this weukness lear i
govern himself Letus learn tewmpy.
upee in ull things, that our postedy
muy be nealthy. 1f we breax the lag
ol nature we will bave to pay the p.
alty. 1§ wehave peglected our pr.
ers, eithier 10 dccret or lo the famj,
we should atiend to this imports
daty. When men begln to aposta.
they generally leave off thelr devotloy
betore the Lord. God wlil be soug
after in worsliip sod gratitade.

There were but few peraons here jes.
terday,One would have thought that

eople had mostly gone 10 {880 mes
ings in the Wards, Tais is a necesan
sud important ord:nance. The test.
mony meetings are amoug the mostis
terestisg, To obe s given u tongy
another the interprétation, and so g
so thut all are edifled. Toose who ligy
pald thelr tithing f2ithfully areto g

congratulated. It is an ancient lsy,
Abraham baviog obeyed 1t. The Loy
hus teveaied it ju our day. If any.

you have neglected complinnce wighy,
repent of your omwissiou and do be.
ter. If the Lord hus given a home
Zion, appreciatet. If you bave g-
tered 1at0 the cternal murrjace covs.
ant keep it sacredly, 1I you huve g,
repent of your evil doing. ]
My experlence has couvinced meg
one fact. He who has recelveda e
timouy of the troth from the  Lord, i
remalns swith him until be sips &wm
the light by whlch it wus imparted. |
canses either joy or sorrow. I o
does good, it creates pleasure, whi
the commission of wrong creates th
opposite effect. This I8 unlversalwig
the Salots. I have bhad come to &
darlng the last year men and wome
who have Sinned. Taey have askel
wliut they could do te recover lw
ground, You can only say o s
eople, 48 long &3 there i3 repentsn:
n a person’s heart there ia hope, Ith
not the design ol God to destroy ti
sonl in whem this priuciple exlsu,
This repentance is to forsake evil an
turn poto the Lord. Lift up your
heada, ye Saints, unto your God, fo
He-is not o tyrant. But he wl[&chid:
and rebuke us, to draw us back to the
true path. E
There have heen remarks made b
differeut brethren for the purpose o
making slon hatefni. Some of thes
remurks have had a tendency to de
atroy all hope,and may pot io that m
hive uccomplfshed the object intended.
Let hope be destroyed aod te
individual in which it i3 exthr
euiahed is lost. Except for murder sl
the sin agalnst the Holy Ghost,thersls
forgivenessandredemption throoghtie
payment of the penalty attached toth
sud by repentance, [The speaker e
explained, by quoting from the D
trine and Covenants, what is U
meaning of endleas punlsbment, Itis
God's punishment, that .being Its
character, but it does notu follow thst
those subjected to it are alwajare-
tatned in that sobjection.] I saythis
that those who have ginpec may nothe
without hope. Those who repl
should do 80 in sorrow and modurniog,
rending their hearts. Remarks wel
made yesterday in relation to e
preaching of the Gospel to the dead.
Peter explaiued that Christ, o
ter being put to death o te
flesh, went and preached to te
spirits io prisen. ~ Among those B0
‘whom he ministered were people %k
bad been shut up in prison in the
pirit world from' the days of Nosh.
They, while on earth were great sip-
ners, having been destroyed from tbe
earth because of their wickedpess.
They were offered, throngh the advent
of Chriat among them, liberation 3ad
forgiveness, through repenptsnce, thet
they might live aecording to God lashe
splilt. Thls shows the long suftering




