
THE DESERET NEWS
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL conference
of the church of jesus christ of latter day
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M grant
of the twelve A postles P 11 pratt 0 pratt IV17 wood-

ruff G A smithy KE T benson LI1 snow E snow
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called to order by prest B young
choir sunrysung athethothe morning breaks v the shadows oleeflee
prayer by prest B young as follows I1

thou god who dwells inin eternity even our
god the god and father ofor our lord jesus
christchristy and the father of our spirits it Is thee
whom we desire to worship and to whom we
look for we feelleel ourselves under obligations to
thee and owe to theetilee ourou being upon this thine
earth

we look to thee tlthisis morning in the name of
thy son jesus christ wwhomborn thouthuu hatha t given to
be a ransom for our sins and for the sinsin of the
whole world and through whose name and
atonement we expect life everlasting

As thou hast rddeemedredeemed the earth and all
things thereupon awewe thy creatures who are
endowed with intelligence desire to borshiworshipap
thee inin spirit and inin truth praying thee our fa-
ther inin the name of jesus christ for the light
of thy spirit to know how to worship thee to
know bow to build up thy kingdomkingdorfi to know
how to approach thee acceptably and in a man-
ner tha liall be acceptable to all holy beings
it isis our god whom we worship and we are as

this morning inin thy name to transact
business pertaining to the building up of thy
kingdom on thetile earth

we feel thankful unto thee our father that
thou hastbast revealed thy will inin this our day that
thou hast spoken from thellie heavens and bestow-
ed the holy priesthood upon men and again
opened up the way of life ana salvation and
that we are the happy partakerspar takers thereof

help us to appreciate the blessings that we
enjoy we have the privilege of assembling
here to worship thee with none to molest or
makemike us afraid thou hastbast removed us far from
our pursuers from those that have sought to
oppress aspus and from those who have killed our
prophet and deideldestroyedtroyed many of thy saints we
thank thee that thou hastbast removed us to these
mountains help us to realisenealise that our blessings
are far above those of many of our fellowfellows s
while millions are sitting inin darkness inin the
regions and shadow ofdeath suffering forfonot food
sufferingbuffering through the oppression of kings anandd
rulers bowed down inin their iron fetters having
not the liberty of speaking or acting or scarce-
ly of thinking for themthemselvessilves help us to realisenealise
the blessing of having our birth and education
in more genial climes and among more hospita-
ble people where the lawslams and government
under which we were born have tolerated us I1inn
freedom of thought and speech and on this
happy soil even america where thou hastbaet
brought forth the falness of the gospel and thetile
eternal priesthood of thy son where thou hastbast
guaranteed to all the right to worship thee ac-
cording to the dictates of their consciences

we chukthack thee that we now enjoy that privil-
ege herphelp us to realisenealise and appreciate these
things
I1 while we look unto thee our father and con-
template our circumstances and contrast them
with the circumstances of the inhabitants of
otheroilier climes we can say that we approach thee
with shame fac edness when we look at thy
saints and those who profess to know thee anuand
utlit the same time behold that the little frivolousfrivolafrivolo
trifling affidiaffairsrs pertaining to this probation cause
thy people to sinbinsinbin

0 lord we feel to beg and plead with thee to
havehive mercy upon our weaknesses be compas-
sionate unto us

and as we hivehave assembled this morning for
the ppurpose of transacting business inin the capa-
city of a general conference we do pray thee
inin the name of the lord jesus that thy spirit
paymay influence each heart that we may be en
abidabad to worship thee inin spirit and inin truth to
forsake all our sinssins and vanities and to leave
off thoethose thinesthings that marmtr our peace and grievegreve
the holy spirit of the lord jesus for we de-
siresire to be thy faithful children

we pray thee that each heart may be suitablyfullsuil ably
affected by the light of eternal truth that weire
may understand thy will concerning us that we
may have a disposition to do thy willvoli to love
the lord our god with all our desits to love
our neighbors especially thy saints as our
selves to cleave unto righteousness and to hate
iniquity and to do good even to our enemies
we pray that thetile influences of thy spirit may
attend us through our conference that the hea
vensvens may be propitious over our hadshhadsads and ththatat
the veil of darkness even thirkthick darkness that
coversrovers the nations of the earth may be taken
from us that we may sees e and know things as
they are and understand the mind andend will of
the lord concerning us that weaire may under-
stand thy ways and thy goings forth amonoamongamong the
inhabitants of the earth that we may read the
destiny of mansmantman a d the future destiny pertain-
ing to us thy people and to thy kingdom and
know and understand things past present and

i to come

0 lordlordie we ask thee to let thy spirit so rest
upon us that each one who has aassembleds here
to worship thee may have their spiritual strength
renewed that each one who shall before
this people may be filled with the power of god
that the holy ghost may inspire each heart to
speak to hear to sing to pray tito write and to
do those thinthings pertaining to the business trans-
actions of thy kingdom acceptably unto thee
that thy kingdom may advance upon the earth
zion be redeemed and thine israel be gathered
that we may be prepared for the coming of the
son of man be the happy partakerspar takers of thy grace
from day to day and be counted worthy to be
numbered with thetile sanctified who shall enjoy
th presence of the lord jesus with dalightdelight
and be caught up to meet him in the air

father in heaven we ask for thy blessings
upon those of thy saints not now assembled
here who inhabit these mountains wilt thou
comfort their hearts inspire them encircle tham
in the arms of thy love and mercy and hedge
them about by thy power and be thou a

of rocks round about us towering between
us and our enemies that they may have no
power over us

inasmuch as the wicked mingle with thy peo-
ple here we pray that thy spirit may teach
them the right way and convince them of the
truth of the everlasting Gospel though it is des-
pised by mennien in high places and set at naught
by the nations andaud though thy people and thy
doctrine are heldfield in derision let those who
are honest in heart have the light of thy spirit
that they may be influenced to acknowledge
that thou art god and be inclined to seek after

I1 thy righteousness that they may know and un-
derstandderstand for themselves the influences that are
of god and the influences not of god

we praypray I1 heebee our father in heaven to bessvess
all thy mmissionaries in the midst of these moun-
tains on this continentcontinents on the islands of the sea
aridand upon other continents mayaray thy angels be
with them may they go before them and be
around about them that they may be preserved
from the power of the enemy and be inspired
from on high by the power of the holy ghost
that they may have power to do good and brinbriabring
souls to the knowledge of the truth and build uupP
thy kingdom and aid in preparing the way for the
coming of thathe son of man we ask for thy
blessing upon all those who believe in their testi-
mony 1

we realize our father that the earth is thine
and the falness thereof that the gold and the
silver are thine that the wheat and thetho fine flour
are thine that the cattle upon a thousand hills are
thine and that it is for thee to give and for thy
pepeople0 1 to receive we ask thee that thou

I d t so give that thy people may be gathered
together from the islands of the sea and from dis-
tant lands

let thy spirit rest upon thy saints that the
rich may feel that liberality and that charity to-
wards the poor which they should and that the
poor may feel a heartfelt gratitude to the rich
who bestow means upon them insomuch that
they will render to each and every man that which
is due and not be coyetous neither be filled with
claryIJciaryglary and may both both poor and rich con-
centratecen their efforts and means to the building
up of thy kingdom to the gathering of thine
israel in the latter days to the redemption of
zion the re establishment of ierujerujerusalemsalem and the
banbrnbringingng forth salvation to the inhabitsinhinhabitantsabita ants of the
whole earth

we ask thee our fatherfattier to inspire us all to be
ofor one heart and one mind that our affections
faith and efforts may all be united and engaged in
building up thy kingdom and in the establishment
thereof on the faceoace of the earh wilt thou bless
audand heal up the sick among thy people and com-
fort their hearts we would remember before
thee those who are now upon thelitheil ains journeyi-
ng to this place and ask ththeeee to0 bringbring them
safely to us may the elements be favorable and
propitious to them and permit them to come to
us without suffering and let theirheir hearts be in-
spired inasmuch as they suffer toil and labor
to assemble with thy saints may they have thy
holy spirit with them and may thine angels be
roundaboutround about them bless and preserve their teams
and all they have with them

we pray thee 0 lord to regard the interests
of thy kingdom among the nations of the earth
hahastenten the gathering of israel and the rredemptionedemption
of zion and may the remnants of the Lamaniles
feel the power of thy spirit that they may cease
their wickedness and be divested of their blood
thirsty disposition and receive hearts of flesh thathat
they may see and understand the ways of the
lord we dedicate ourselves unto thee our
wives and our chchildrenidren ounour houses and our lands
our flocks and our herds with rilpil that thou hastbast
committed to our charge we dedicate this con
ferenceferenee to thiardthi and pray for wisdom to transact
thetha business8 that should be done and that all
things that are not right and that are contrary to
thy counsel and will may babe taken from our
minds may all hearts be concentrated in that
which will please thee and advance thy kinghingki

L

egdomkingdomdom
and cause and make the hearts of thy saints to
rejoice exceedingly that they live to be saints in
the latter days

hear us 0 lord alaaiaavd answer these our supply
cat ions babe with us through our meeting and
through our future life guide us to thy praise
audand prepare us for thy kingdom and glory and
with thetha sanctified bring us to thyself in thy
kingdom these with all needful favors and
meswesblessingssings we ask inhi the name of jesus christ
amen REPORTED BYsy G D WATTwarra

choir sung a hymn
prest 2 young addressedaddreaddresqedcedred the congregation on the gnysuy

eject of faith the holy spirit the dealings of the lord
with this people acy and was followed by prest kimball
whoho spoke nanuanuronupon the principle of the saints living their
religion or th ord would he of BO benefit to them

the choir chanted behold a king shall reigarelea in right
housde isaiah

benediction by prest joseph toutyour go

2 p in
called to orderorai bbyy prestprest Kirnkimbailsalitall
singing by the choirchoir prayer by prest grant sing-

ing f
elder nathaniel V jones returned missionary late from

the presidency of the hindostanhindustannindHind and barman empire
mission related his travels in those lands and stated that
the elderelders of the church of jesus christ bad traveled from
the himalaya mountains to narnear the southern limits of
the peninsula and saidgald that a mr wilson episcopalian
bishopbalthop of Calcutcalcuttatay wrote to the clergy in all the military
cantonmentscanton ments to forbid the mormon elders preaching
there and the clergy faithfully obeyed the bishop

elder john young bore testimony to the truth of the
gospel and spoke upon good works agency and revela-
tion

prest J M grant briefly discussed the text evenyevery
man shall be rewarded according to hisbis works

choir sung the anthemanthems liolloIIosannah in the highest
benediction by elder E T benson
in the evening the seventies met in their council ball

and the high priests in the social hall

oct ay aw 10 aamin
called to order by prest B young
singing by the choir prayer by prest kimball
choirChol ang romy0 my father thou that dewellesdwellestiles
elder parley P pratt addressed the assembly on a part

of the chapter of lukelukey and stated that what pro-
phecies had been fulfilled were literally fulfilled and the
remaining predictions will be in like manner fulfilled

sungbung fg worthy Is the lamb that was slain
benediction by elder geo A smith

2rpmp in
called to order by prest kimballkemball
choir sung come come ye saints no tolltoil or labor

feartear f

prayer by elder lorenzo snow singing
elder orson pratt addressed the immense congregation

on ththee divine authenticity of this latter day work the in-
spiration of0 i joseph smith and the divine authenticity
of the book of mormon during elder pratts discoursediscourses
a blessing was asked on the bread by

i bishop edward hun-
ter and on the water by bishop L D young

choir sung judge me 0 lord
benediction by prest grant

oct 9 am
called to order by prest 11 young t

choir sung a hymn prayer by elder woodruffWoo druiT
choir chanted a psalm
elder elam luddington late from the siamese mission

narrated the prominent incidents in hishib
prest B young remarked that he hadbad been highly

pleased with br Ludding tonstong narration and that all the
brethren who have returned have manifested the spirit of
the gospel a fact comfortingc to the saints and more joy-
fulI1 ul to them thalthaithan all the gold of india ilehe then took up
the business of the confcontconferenceerencen when the authorities wiwereare
severally called and unanimously sustained aas follows

brigham youngtoung president of the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints prophetprophets seer and revelbevelrevelatorator lieber
C kimball first counselorscounselor prophetprophets seer and revelatorrevKevelator
Jedjedediahedlah MH grant second counselor

orson hyde president of the quorum of the twelve
Apostapostleslesy and parley Pr pratt orson pratt wilford
woodruff john taylor george A smith amasa lymanlayman
ezra T benson charles C bichrich lorenzo snow erastus
snowsnows and franklin D richards members of eaideald quo-
rum

john smith eldest son of hyrum presiding patri-
archarh

david president of the highnigh priests quo-
rumrum reynolds cahoon and george B wallace his coun-
selorslorg

joseph young leyllevi W hancockIIancock henry Herrnerrherrimanlmaima
zera albert P rockwood benjamin L clapp
and 11 S eldredgeEldred gey presiding presidents over all the
seventies

john Xebeker president of the elders quorum james
ir smith audand aaron sceva his counselors

edward hunter presiding bishop of the whole church
lewis wight president of the priest quorum george

dockstader and william whiting bishis counselors
mcgee harris president of ahethe quorum

adam spiers and david bowman his counselors
alexander herron president of the deacons quorum

john S carpenter and frederic A mitchell his coun-
selors

brigham young trustee in trust for the church 0of
jesus christ of latter day sainsaintsts

daniel 11 wells superintendent of public works
truman 0 angel architect for the church
brigham yountounyoungtoung president of the perpetual emigrating

fund to gather the poor H C kimball W woodruff
0 hyde G A smith E T benson J 31 grant D 11

wellsveils edward hunterhunters daniel spencerspencery thomasthom bullockbullocks
john brown william crosby A clymans C C rich
lorenzo D youngyoungs Pr P pratt 0 pratt IF D richard
and daniel mcintosh his assistants and agents for said
fund

david PuFullmellmerlimerrp president of this stake of zico thomas
rhoads andadd P 11 youngtoung his counselors

heman hyde eleazer I1millertiller Phinephinehashasbas richard levileti
jackman ira eldredge john van ele edwin D woolley
john parrysparry winslow farryfarr william snow Daniel carncar
and ira ames members of the high council

george A smith the historian and general church
regolderrecoBecoRecolderiderlder

not one negative vote was given
the president then spoke at some length upon the chas

of the lordylordslord the principlesprinciple that should govern
those who have grain to sell acacy and saldsaid as we have
now been together 3 121 2 hours we will adjourn for one
hour

choir sung the anthem saints and Angelsangela 51

benediction by prestprett 13 young
rpm2 PM

called to order by elder EX snow
singing by the choir
prayer by elder erastus snow singing
prest grantgrants spoke a short time on the practical duties

of bishops and teachers the big cottonCottrnCot wood canal and
expressed an anxiety for the time to arrive when he could
preach the funeral sermon of allalt the drones

parlerparky P pratt orson pratt wilford woodrufffp erastus

snowsnows joseph toungyoung zera ruipuisipers penryfenry herrimanhernimannerherile nimanriman
joseph hoveyhovet joseph LhmoodHy jacob FY Iratchinson
noracehorace S eldredgeEldred gey george DB wallace josephwjoseph juohn

son thomas D brownybrownsbrown john lylyononyoni jacob gates aanttanit
williamwillfam snow who answered to their names and rich-
ard cookscoot gilbert clements levi richards aaron PF
fanfarr wmwin gabson thomas grover joseph bates nobienoble
Georgeorgemelvmelywoodward dominicus Carcantercarterterlandand daniDantdanielelDeidD kuntkant
were and unanimously voted to go on missions tot
the saints in utah territory

I1

lorenzo snowsnowy ezra T Bbanson and phineas IT toung
were unanimously voted to go on a mission to europe next
spring

james townTowotownsendsend was unanimously voted to go on a
mission to carson valley

prest kimball made a few remarks on the subject otof
the canalscanal marriage aec

prest B toungyoung followedfollow edy on the same subjectsubjects and
then called a votvote of all who were in tavorfavor otof completing
the big cottonwood canalycanalscanal ready for the boats between
this and the first of may and by the number of uplifted
hands all seemed willingtrilling to prosecute that work vigor-
ously

I1 I1the president then continued on the subjectof the 11PEE
fund business home tradetrades ac and said wetawe willrl 1 nnow0
adjourn this conference to the fth day of april iidextal aatt iwo

10

am at this place
prest kimballkimbail gave notice that in the rooming he wouldwoul

commence giving endowments to persons from iron fill-
more san pete and weber counties

benedictionBenedictlonion by prest B toungyoung

in the evening the bishops priests 3 teachers deadesdeacon
and their counselors met in the tabernacle and were in

tewteV matters pertaining to their duties
B youngtoung and grantgrants and by bishop ed hunter I1

THOMAS BUI LOCK
clerk of01 conference

sermons discourses and remarks will adleai
in thetile news as rapidly as the reporter can writ 4

them out and room be made for thernthem ed

REMARKS
by elder parleypareyrarey P pratt in the dowerybowery deptsept IBM

my br george A smith has wished us to ex-
cusecese his mahometanoMaho narration but I1 would feefeel
more like giving a vote afpf thanks to the almightyalright
and to his servant for so highly entertaining anand
instructing us J

I1lamiamam aware it is not without a grgreateat dealdeai 0iu
prejudice that we as europeans and americanamericans
and christians in religion and in our education
so called have looked upon the history of alaima
hornetshornet or even the name and hveneven now we may
think that compared with chris

as it exists in the world is a kind 0
heathenism or something dreadful and the otheother
we look uponU 0 a as something very pretty only a
little crippledcrupl d and for rnymy part I1 hardly know
which to call the idolatrous side of the question
unless we consider christianity
in one sense and that which liashas been callea
christianity heathenism

included the doctrine that therthen
was one god that helie was great even the creacread
ttor0 r of all things and that thether people by frigm
shouldhouldr worship him history abundantly ahlaws
the followers of mahomet did not take the iworiw0r
either to enforce their relreireligionilouilonliou or to defend ththemiem
selves until compelled tto do so by the persecu
lions of their enemies and henthen it was the onil
alternative that presented itself to take Uup tlth
sword and put down idolatry and iestablishrtablibabli ththi
worship of the one god or on the other hand
be crushed and cease to be on account of ththe

I1

idolatrous nations around them they seemed
to act on the defensive although it might legallo
be considered aggression

the greek and roman churches which barhay
been called christian and which take thetile daml

I1

of christians as a cloak have worshippedworshipped ennuiannn
merablemerabie idol on this account on the simpli
subject of the deity and his worshipworphlp if nothing
more I1 should rather incline of the twtwo afternten aal

rnymy early traditionstradition8 education andaddancI1 prejudicespre d ce t
ttheI1ie side of blaAlamahomethomet for on this pointelpoint hee 1isthi01

the weside of truth and the christian world on thi
side of idolatry and heathenism

I1in the first place the latter I1layii it down aasi
point of theotheologyloy and it is a foundation point totoi
that there is one only true god consisting a
three persons the I1 ather son and holy ghost
but without body parts or passions here
the exact image and likeness of an idol establish
through the principal creeds of Chrischrlschristendomtendo
that isiq if it is an image at all or if it makes
shadow at all it is that of an nolhol 1itI iiss a bein
that never existed in heaven earth or hellliell it wwb
not make even a shadow indeed it is a thing a
literally motionless and powerless as much so da
any term that can be used to mean nonentity

jesus christ whomabom vreve worship as the son e
god and the savior of the world has body par
and passions and heis like his fatherfattier he is tth
express image of his FatfathershersLers perpersonon and iq
brightness of his glory whom we 1

they are individual personages organorganized1iced asa I1
pattern after which men were created they hainhairha
tabernacles and are in every way personages aan
intelligent beings

therefore that something gror that nothing
that imaginary being that idol that is
in the creeds of christendom in general as a g
without body parts or passions hasha nothinggothing f
do whatever with the god of Abraabrahamglamfiam isaisaia
andaad jacob or with the son of god that camcameal
the meridian of time who was crucified died am
rose again from the dead and ascended on hiahip
to lead captivity captive and give gifts to niel

I1

I1inasmuchnasin uch as he and his father are organized
g
wlwilti

body and parts with limblimbs joints flesh i astant1
bones that are immortal and eternal theytileyalastnava
no part or lot or commacommunicationnicationcatlon whatever bluiwl
that imaginary being which is recognizedrecognised n tbt
pridprincipalcipal creeds of christendom as their gougov
viz a god without bodybooy parts or passionipassiocionidilnii

4

therefore in that sensecense in the very foundation
of their creeds they are idolatersidolaters andalla to say thalthai

prevailed against Christianchristianityitys adadf


