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OATSDAYS SERENE IN PORTO RICO

san juan bautiste porto rico sept
18 perhaps the most interesting ob-
ject in the capital otat our new posses-
sion is la casa blanda the white
house which juan ponce de leon
built for himself years ago and as

he lived during his long term as
governorgovernor orfof the island it stands in
a narrow roughly paved street about
halfhalthalfwayway between the castilloCasitillo del moro
and the present government palace
and although in its unsightly old age
it looks little like the onetimeone time abroe
of so grgatgreat a potentate nobody can
mistake it on account of the double line
of splendid palms in front

trees aroare few in porto ricos capital
there being no others except inside the
walls of the marina and these are fine
enough to form a conspicuous land-
mark anywhere the watersidewater sideolde is
guarded by a very ancient and pic-
turesquetur esque wall with queer little open-
ings on top for cross bowmen toito shoot
through and within the wall is a
charming garden full of pepper and
cinnamon trees with passion vines
running riot around a mossy fountain
in the center the casa blanca is
anythingaAy thing but a white house today
but gray with the flight of time mot-
tled iba lichenslichen and stained by the
storms of centuries the passing feet
of many generations have worn deep
hollows in its stone stairways and the
dim rooms with their heavilyy barred
casements slimy walls and sunken
floors have the odor of grave mold in

them one has an uncanny feeling of

shooksspooks flitting headaheada up the ancient
staircase and irking in shadowy cor-
ners and expects at anyanly minute to
meet a ghostly knight in armor the
view from the upper windows is unsur-
passed immediately below on the sea-
ward side in thefhe great gray wall of the
line of defense with its massivemass lve battle

antiquated cannon and little
sentry currents hanging like
nests over the waves beyond the
sparklingI1 ing waters of the bay and on
either
spa
el wrZ hand the palm fringed coast of
the mainland sweeping to the easteak and
west with green hills crowding down
to the waters edge tier above tier
rise the hills in close ranks to the
clouds that veil magnificent
the indian name of the loftiestloft iest moun-
tain the central range which forms
the back bone of porto rico averages
alyanly about 1800 feetf in height but
there are several peak something
breraver feet between these hills
lie some of the richest lands on the
globe capable of producing astonish-
ing crops four times a year there
are uplands and lowlands pasture
lands sandy bottoms and loamy bot-
toms buanobut no fever breeding swamps
andhd marshes such as are found in cu-
ba there fireare districts which grow
asapt

1

fine tobacco as the celebrated vuel-
ta abajo of the island
lando better than those of guatemala
honduras otor brazil and sugar lands
which yieldveld greater crops than any
other spot on earth chemists have
never been able to discover what there
laIs in ahe soilgoll of this particular island
tomakinmakitto it better for sugar than others
of the westaest indies but the fact re
mafara demonstrated over and over
again thatht a quintal of porto rico
cane yields fromatom two to twelve per
centt more sugar than oancan hebe obtained

a similar quantity grown in
attscuba jamaicaTaW ralea or santa domin
isahc ttft is because this
island is- so exceptionally well
watered without being marshy sev

enteen rivers running to the sea on
this north shore alone all of them nav-
igable several miles above their
mouths

doubtless in leoleonsas time the space
between the fort and castle was open
so that oftsittingting in his own windows he
had an unobstructed view to the hori-
zons rim after the natives of dorin
quin were mostly killed and the rem-
nant subjected to his will the ambi-
tions conquistador sighed for more
island worlds to conquer it is said
that in1n one of those seaward roomsroams in
the casa blanca he plannednned the voyage
which resulted in the discovery of
florida and the upper bahamas sit-
ting day after day in his window dur-
ing the three or four years of enforced
idleness looking out over the ocean as
it billowed away to unknown regions
and speculatingspecula taing upon wonders that
might lie beyond his vision he broodedblooded
over the story he had heard from hlahis
indian servants about mysterious
islands in the tarbar chain one
of which held deep in its forests the
enchanted fountain of eternal youth
and as by that time the heyday of hishia
youth was passed and his hair begin-
ning to whiten he was doubly anxious
to find an unfailing elixir fotfor which
most of us would journey far and wide
so in 1512 he sailed out of this bay
which was then called aguadillaaguabillaAguadilla as
columbus had named it headed due
north in search of bimlbiminini the fabledisland on which was to be found thewonderful fountain according to the
indiansindiana who were thus repaying
treachery with treachery we know
how he cruised the bahamas and
landed on guanGuana adanihanl or san salvador

the first bit of the western worldwhich columbus sighted on his firstvoyage just twenty years before and
thence still steering toward the northcorthstar leon discovered a coast banked
with tallball trees all abloom he namedit FIflorida but did not pronouncePromunce itas we do the spanish fashion of theword being as if spelled flow read ahand to the day of his death he believedit to be an island although the king
of spain made him adelan tado of thenew land we may as well finish thestory while about it as we go from thecasa blanca tobo the tomb of its builderleon did not stay long in florida buthe guidance of anam old woman
whom he captured on one of the keys
searched the outlying Islaislands up anddodown for the bimini of his dreams

naturally he did not find what never
existed and finally returned
ened to porto rim he had hardlyfecherched the easa blanca defiorebe fiore one ofhis officers in a ship left behind to con-tinue the search brought him the gladtidings that the long sought fountinfouniainhad at last been discovered a lie ofcourse but it is said that often a false-hood well told is as good as the truthat any cateonrate on the strength of this oneponce de leonleion was elevated tobo the ex-alted framk of adelantadoAdelanadel tado of floridaand dimind but rested content inporto rico meaningIne anIng to drink otof themagic waters before old age overtookoverbookhim meanwhile engrossed in portorican afflairsalro he almost forgot thenew domain tuncil the great discover-ies of cortez in mexico electelectrified1411I1 ed theworld aind brought again his spirit ofadventure in 15211621 he fitted out twoships and made another voyage to thenorth determined tofo stop en route atbimini and head off old father kinleby conlous draughts from the fountainof youth but alastalas that the bestbeat loldplans 1gang aft aa ley landilandan on
the floridair I1 coast he waswaa at offielonce at
faced by the indiansInd tans and so severely

wounded that hebe had to be aveye 1 4

toin haste to cuba where he died hit
body was brought back to this island
and deposited beneath the altar of mhd

dominican church otof san juan justjua
fourteen years after the beginning otof I1 1
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his administration in porto rico and
the building oflof the casa blancablanoa chwechece
it rested for more thantham three
hundred years when in 1863 the
lead casket that contained
the remains of the conqueror were dis
interred the intentionintension was to build a
splendid monument to his memory and
to place the coffin beneath it but why
they began aa the wrong end otof the
business by disturbing the bones before E

the new receptacle was ready to re viV i
ceide them I1 am unable to say the V

monument was never completed andandicrCJafter thirty five years above ground c
the remains of the discoverer of florida
and the subjugator of porto rico yet
lie unburied spain seems to have quite s

forgotten one of the bravest of her early aa
for nothing has ba s

since said of the american conquest ottaking his bones home to the mothersmothercountry along those of Columbjis
uncle samuel is very remiss in hisduty if he lets the latter go torfor kinoe

we took the island with all it containedpd sg
spain has clearly no more right to M
those sacred relics than to the habana
cathedral which holds them t
the dominican church of sanbaia juan

de butiste de porto rico is a fine old
pile ththoughough greatly the worse for the
wear and tear of nearly four centuries
and apparently tottering to its tallfall inifta corner of a musty little chapelchapel itat
rached to he church you may any day
seegee he lead case which contains the dust
of ponce de leon sic transit gloria
mundil the casket is only about three
feet square bound with leathern straps
sealed in the center with the erret
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municipal seal on the monumentmtagainst which it rests the inscription
in spanish of course reads as follows
this narrow grave contains the re

mains of a man who was a lion oy
name and much more by his deeds
rather ambiguous and not altogether
true remembering his cruel deeds andthe fierce mastiff Berezillo but perhapsponces spook appreciates the intendedintend sd
compliment the old church is full of
curious decorations rags of antique
paintings and moldy relrelicsI1 cs of bybygonegogoneno
centuries and it is earnestly to berhoped that the pondponderouserbus key will aff
turned in the rusty lock and the whole i
thing burned to ashes before careless V
alien hands are allowed to disturb
them

aside from the quaint fortification
and ponces home and tomb there arear
few sights to interest the tourist liinthe city of saint john the
there is the government palace socalled the palace of justice a mhdshabby
opera house market palace and a few
dim shops and churches among thhemost picturesque things are the mas
sive arched gateways in the old wall
that surrounds the city built for de
fence nearly four hundred years eaeagie
when the gates fronting the sea rhclosed the only way to get out of sajuan into the country or into the C
from any part of the island Is throng
an arched entrance in the lower wall to
the one narrow street which camucates with the outer world this is tbeginning of the old camino real royro
road the mag highway coaf
struttedted by the early spaniards
leads to ponce on the other itidesidethe island

nothing can be more delightful thian early morning horsebackhorse back ridefew miles along this road the W
leads first through green fields 1gardens passed themhd thatchthatchedtd hutsonhuts ofpoorer class of porte ricanricans who
mootmoat of americanamelean deehldeeeritht via januJmore or lesslen by
blood each tiny cottage thft ou


