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TPritten 16r this_Paper,
VETERAN'S RECOLLECTIONS.

—

RocRVILLE, Utab, Apri) 10, 1894,

Beeing ap invitation given—or a re-
guest—in the DESERET WEEKLY for
any person that felt disposed to give
an account of his early experience and
sgeing that two or three have complied,
I thougnt I would venture and coz-
tribute a few items of my recollections.

I will begin by saying my father’s
name wae Parshall Terry, He was
born at Fort Niagara, York state, Sep-
tember 30, 1778. My mother, Hannah
Terry (whoee maiden name was Terry)
wae borp at Goshen, Ulster county,
New York state, October 8, 1786. My
parents moved before 1 was bora to
whut was then called Upper Canada,
now Ontario, where I was born Janu-
ary 1, 1830. In February, 1838, one of
my sieters brought twy Mormon mis-
gionarica in a culter to our place. They
were Tbeodore Turley and Robert B.
Thompson. Througn liee that were
told, my tatberand somecf my brotbers
were much prejudiced sgainst the
Mormopnps, and my fathet tajked pretty
ugly and croes 1v the Eivers, teling
them what he thought of them; but he
gave them bLiberty to preach in
our house, and before 1hey got
through he was satlatied that the doc-
trine they taught was wvrue, and the
result wae that most of our :amily was
baptized a few days later in our mitl
pund alter cuttiog a hole through two
feet of 1ce for that purpese, 1 remem-
ber hearing Brother Turley say after-
ward that when they received Lheir
setling out ¢r leoture by my iather he
thought they had cometo a preity
tough place to mmake Mormon converts,
Yet, oure was the only family in the
neighborhood thatjoined the chureh.

I will here teiate whai I consider a
mirecle or a rematkable occutrence:
My sister who brought the Elders Lo
our house had borrowed a Book ot
Mormon from themn (o read, and her
husband was so much oppeeeu te 1t thrat
he took it out of Lier bande and went
apd threw it open ionto the fire and
stamped it duwn with his foot. My
slater went from the farther part of the
room whereshe wus reading when he
took tire book from het, and oo taking
1i tiomo the fire she found it not eveu
80 much as scorched, though they had
on an oid-fashioned Canadian winter’s
fire, an it was very cold. I hesrd my
sister relate this  before  tne
Elders and my brother-in-law
who ewsanectioned 1t as being true.
I now regret, that I did not get a depo-
sition of -these persons Defore they
puesed away, hut | have two sisters
and a broiher yet living who will tes-
tity to having heard our slster relate
this remarkable lacidont. We saw
the book atterward,

My fauther moved with his famlly to
Missouri in rhe summer ot 1838 in
time to be driven out by the famuus or
infamous extermiuatin ; order or Gov-
ernor Bogegs. On day in November,
just at sundown, two men rode up tu
our house and withoutauy piovocation
ordered my tather to begone from there
the next uay by 4 o’cluck p. m. or they
woula come, tie him up tv a tree and
give him a bundred lasher; and if that
wouidn’t do, they would burn the
house over our heads, My Iather tried
to reason with them, lelling them hijs
teams wele away, {my brother-ig-law
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being gone to move a family ' to
Adam-on-di-Abhman,} and that his
family wee sick (my mother not hav-
ing been able to go acrgss the roonl
for two months wi.thout help). But

they became boisterous, would
not listen to reason and left,
The tronbles became so bad

that the family which my hrother-in-
law went to move yid not go all the
way, 80 providentially he got home in
the vight. So my iather loaded what
he could sf his effects in the wagons,
but he was unable to take any of our
winter supplies and bad te leave quite
an amount of cutstanding accounts.
We started out avout 3 o’clock 1n the
afternoon, We traveled about two miles
anc camped as best we could in the
timber and enow fur the night, My
brother-1n-law, who stopped behind to
attend to some ailaire and waleh the
movementis of the mob, infermed us
that as we went (at of sight of our
home into the timber, the mob, sald to
be 300 strong, came in sight 1rom the
oppoeite direction evidently intending
to carty out their threats; but as we
were gone they did not forlow us,

Onpe day while we were travellng we
met 700 of the mob militia in & heavy
snow storm going up to Far West, We
were forced tv turnout in the snow to
lot them pese. There were some vther
teame with us and the moh Bearched
their wagons for gune. Owne man of our
company was i ot a Mormon, but his
wite wan, ‘I'he mob searching his
wagon threw a box c¢f hooks into the
spow, pretending fo bunt for guns,
The cuptain of the bort that ferned us
across tbe river at Quincy ae we went
1n0lo Misspurij wag aloLg with the mor,
and I think he wye the captain uf the
company. He teld them they ngedn’t
search our wagons, for he searched
them when we went into Missouri and
thut we had no guns then. Bui my
father did have a gun when we went
into and also when we went our ol
Missouri. When we reached the M:a-
siesippt oppneite Quiney the river was
runulng full of ice and the terryboat
wuB a0 ctowded that we couid pot get
acroes that afternoon. In the nignt
the river froze over so solid that we
crossed the next day on the ice; 8o you
can judge it was not very warm.

A fuw days after we atrived in 1jli-
nols one of wmy wisters died from c¢uld
and exposute, Mysell and brother,
Joshua Terty (pnot having been bap-
tized at the time the uthers of our
iamily were) were baptized in June,
1840. I armsted to haui rock fur the
Nauvoo Temple, I was present when
the crane fell over backward witb, 1
think, the last stone for the building. 1
was at the meeting in the Temple when
the fuor eettlew and caused 1hestam-
pede and big excitement, L Ut upon ao
explanation by President Brigham
Young quiot wae soon restered, not,
bhowever, until several had been more
ot less seriously hurt. In February,
1846, I croseed the river on the ice to
vieit the camp on SBugar creek, wben
the road wae fliled wiith thuse Heeing
for theirt lives from civilization (!) I
remem ber Preride st Young counszeling
the Baints to pargh corr to take alohy
to eat, whick many did. I also recol-
lect cin heing ground iate meal,
pome of whigh became so strong and
bittar that it could hardly be eaten.

It fa hardly necessary to reiate much
of incldents of travel from Nauvoo to

Great Bait Lake valley,where hundreds
and thousands have had similar trying
experiences of croesiny the Plains, [
will say, however, that I came gug
with othiers in the fall of 1848, to apsist
those who were moving to the valley.
I came ag far as the Pacific Bpringe
802} miles from Winter Quarters, where
we il rellef teams from the valiey,
There was only one otber, I think jt
was Oucar Bperty, who came this fay
President Young being camped on ghé
upper crossing of Sweetwater, 12§ mj|eg
east of here. From here we returneq
to Wiuter Quarters on the Missogrj
river,

In 1849 I came on to the valley wiih
my father and mother and one of my
nephewe tbal was living with them.
One day while traveling up the Platte
a slampede ocourred in ot traip, apg
our woman (Bister Hawke) was kijled
and a young woman uvamed Fipjey
haaly burt. [ bad the early experi-
enteé in the valley with the crickets
and grasshoppers. I had my crop all
destroyed by the grasshoppers one sum-
mer, which saved me the lrouble of
harvesting 1t. 1 have eeen the grags.
hoppets flying so thick on a gleap day
that a person could Dot eee the sun,

[ see this ie lengtnenlng out,but there
is one more ingident I would like o
refer to. It wagat a celebration of the
Fourth of July, 1850, in Balt I,ake
City. It wae a hne, Clear day, py
there was & gust of wind came up in
the afternvon which snapped the lipey.
ty pole off a few feet below the flag
any it fell to theground, afler whigh jt
was 48 calm and ae fine us it had beep
Of course this was Just & ““happen.p!s?

JaMES P, T'erpy,

A MODERN JOSHUA.

President John Taylor was a modern
Joshua in many respects. He took the
place of President Young, even g3
Joshua took the place of Moses ancient-
ly. The first we hear of him on thjg
earth was that he was born in England,
He received a common education at
school; the high scholarship he ag.
tained to afterwards was acquired ip
every-day life. Ata young age he wag
apprenticed to the wood-turner’s trade-
at the age of twenty his father moveqd
to Toronlo, Canada, where he worked
at his trade. He had joined the Metho-
dists in England and became an gy.
horter, which means, when the preache,
is absent the exhorter takes his plyce
and in ordinary times do as some of (po
hard praying and singing.

John Taylor with a number of his
young friends were not satished wipp
their religion. They prayed to the [grd
to show them the truth. About tha
time came Parley P. Pratt 10 Torontg
with a leiter of introduction that a mey.
chant had given him to Taylor, who,net
knowing anything of Pratt's mis;iou
until later, was told how Heber C, Kim.
ball and others came to his hoyse i
Kirtland, QOhio, aiter he and his wife
had retired: Heber requested him to
get up as he had a prophecy to deliver
to him: “Arise and go forth, take no
thonght for the necessaries of lite, for
the Lord will supply you all things; thou
shalt go to Upper Canada even to the
city of Toronto; then thou shalt find a
people prepared for the Gospel, and
they shall receive thee, and thou shalt
organize the church among them, and

‘the'Gospel shall spread, and from the



