
THE besDES VR ET NEWS
I1

N

ALBERT arrington EDITOR

wednesday april 10 1867

f deondeenGENERALERAL HAZEN AND UTAH

this is the ayeageare1 of 11reports 11 nearly
everything worthy of public attention
and having a bearing on the general
welfare is made the subject of investinvesti-
gation examination or inspection by
some person or number of persons
either officially or self appointed and
in duedub time the public receive the fruits
of their inquiries in published re-
ports this subserves a general good
it lays self appointed eror officially ap-
pointed servants of the public open to
the criticism of the people and how-
ever much they may disagree0 on partic-
ular items there are usually salient
points and principles intmanifested in the
subject of inquiry on which they all
concur so far then these reports are
valuable in enabling us by comparison
if not by implicit acceptance to arrive
at an understanding of general points
presentedted in the subject which has been
the object of inquiry

weavd have before us the report of
bevetbrevet major general hazen on utah
and the 11mormonscormonsMormons furnished to the
hon john bidwell of the house of
representatives the gentlemanlike
gen babcock seems actuated in a con-
siderablesiderable degree by a spirit of fairness
and gives his opinion of matters and
things here apparently with much im-
partiality

I1

as he viewed them though
histhis deductions at times seeniseem more the
result of a certain degree of prejudice
ththanan of calm logical0 reasoning the
general was here in october last he
commences hihisls report by giving a state
ment in round numbers of the increase
of population here since thetile settlement
of the territory the extent of country
under cultivation the probable amount
of population that caucan be sustainedned
withith other kindred matter he charac
ferizes the government in this territory
as a theocratic despotism though the
reasons why he thinks so are not given
our extracts from the report willilllii be
mixed with a few running commecommentsnits
of president young he says

I1 found brigham young a man of re-
markable shrewdness administrative
ability and information he watches
closely all newcomersnew comers till he knows
their purposes the mormon people
believe him to be a true prophet of god
idolize him with a true devotion anjoulouid
sacrifice all their earthly possessions

01 I1 and follow him pennilesspenny less to any quarter
of the globe or would commit any
crime at his bidding myiry interview

aktuwith him hewas pleasant talking freely
upon all his plans he has the pastast
season constructed a line of teletelegraphgrap to
every village in utah and is ready to
buildbull several hundred miles of the

J union pacific railroad I1 also found
11 his principal advisers general wells
f heber cimball and Q cannon able

phiandanad indefatigable men I1 found at salt
laublake

1 city about three hundred of our
own people whom they term gentiles
nearly all traders they had establish-
ed a church a newspaper and a school
andnd I1 was informed at one time they
exerted some influence there but at the
time of my visit they were broken up
into several factions probably brought
about by the ingenuity of the mormonscormonsMormons
andindiudlud their influence was scarcely percep-
tible I1 notice since the mormon
church has prohibited trade with them
and negotiations havevreenbeen talked of to
sellseli everything0 out to the cormonsmormons and
leave the country

this last sentence might under ex-
isting circumstances be discarded the

mormon church has not prohibited
trade with gentiles as such but the
people have been recommended to not
put weapons in the hands of their most
bitter known enemies to be turned
against themselves by what logic0 the
conclusion is reached that the imormor-
mon leopla would commit any crime itat
the bidding of president young we
failfall to see if is is because of their de-
votion to him then there is a very
grievous error in the premises for their
devotion is based upon their long know-
ledge of his virtue goodness fatherly
kindness care for the people and inca-
pability to do or adviseadvI1hseise anything ap-
proachingproaching to the appearance of a crime
but this as well as some other things in
the report we presume is not the re-
sult of the generals personal observa-
tions but gathered from some of those
disinterested 1 I1 sources when so much
itreliable information concerning
utah is obtained

another extract reads

the mormonscormons believe they are the
chosen people of god are his latter
day saints that their country is zion
and that they have a great and holy
destiny that our national troubles the
past six years are punishments of god
for persecutions of them and that he
will continue to addiletafflict us until we are
destroyed and they rule the land this
is preached to them every sunday 1I
heard it on two occasions and laIs be-
lieved by all and has engendered in
them the strongest hatred to our gov-
ernmentern ment the curses of god are evoked
every sabbath upon the memories of
presidents polk and buchananbueBucbananhanan and
thomas benton whom they conceive
to have been their special persecutors
their temporal prosperity is a marvel
their wealth commenced with the
breaking up and withdrawal of the
johnston army from campgamp floyd bkby
the orders of secretary cameron whichchic
also directed the sale orabandonment of
the propertyproproperty of the post this resulted
effectually inin turning over to the mor
mons some five or six millions of pro-
perty the discovery of the mines in
the neighboring territories soon after
and the quartering there of a volunteer
army have given such fine markets for
their abundant surplus astoas to have made
them in the aggregate very wealthy
they are probably the most universallyunit ersaily
industrious and law abiding peoplecople on
the continent drunkenness and theft are
very uncommon crimes aagainstainest us is
to them obedience

the italics are ours we do believe
that the national troubles are divine
inflectionsinflictionsinflictions and it seems that govern-
ment has thought so too or days of
humiliation would not have been
officially recommended and we be-
lieve that those troubles will continue
not till we rule the land but until the
people repent and do right and the in-
iquity which drew them down upon the
nation has been removed As for polk
buchanan and benton the gentleman
and everybody else may be assured we
hold them in too much contempt to keep
their memories alive bbyy repeated allu-
sions to them the last sentence is1s
very difficult to be understood after
the ones which immediately precede it

in reference to polyganly he says that
with a few of the wealthy leaders the
women do not seem to be utilized for
industry 01 the poorer men had one
two or three wives according to their
means and arrangement seemed to be
almost entirely utilitarian he says
I1 its efforts on cultivated society would
be to degrade it especially the women
which we think is a pretty strong asser-
tion on theory and a more philosophic
mindmilid than gen hazens would be in-
clined to have the test of experiment
before pronouncingso absolutely that
which follows is too grossly invidious

but with the people of utah it only
appears to retard culture thetheyy bbeingeing
originally found very low in the moral

scaleseale 11 we will take man for man
and woman for woman with any other
community city or town in the world
and if the gentlemen can find another
people BOso high in the moral scale or
more intelligent individual for indivi-
dual then we will admit the truth of
his assertion but we know from years
of experience and from associations
with the latlerlatter day saints in this and
in other countries that morally they
have purer instincts a higher apprecia-
tion of virtue and a stronger desire to
encourage and practice purity than any
other community upon the face of the
earth this is not spoken boastingly
but as an act of simplesimpiejusticejustleeustice tto0 correct
an incorrect assertion

the general says we are hospitable
coallto allail strangers especially to govern-
ment officials and by so saying pub-
lishes a very severe comment on the
ingratitude of those who have freely en-
joyed our hospitality and have taken
every occasion to return the same by
unjust abuse more especially is it severe
upon government officials who in
many we might say most instances
have manifested their reciprocation of
our hospitality by using their offommleialofficial
influence to have us exterminated af-
ter giving us credit for being an indus-
trious law abiding people he offers the
following curious suggestion

the murder of dr Eobinsonrobinson occurred
while I1 was in salt lake city and that
of brassfield some time previous there
is no doubt of their murder from mor-
mon church influences although I1 do
not believe by direct command prin-
ciplesel I1es are taught in their churcheswtwhichIch would lead to suehsuch murders I1
have earnestly to recommend that a list
be made of the mormon leadersadarsle accord-
ingdg to their importance I1 excepting brig-
ham young and that tthehe president of
the united states require the command
ing officer of camp douglas to arrest
anuandand send to the states prison at jemmerjeffer
son city missouri beginning at the
head of thethe list man for man hereafter
killed as these men were to be held un-
til the real perpetrators of the deed
with evidence for their conviction be
givegiven up I1 believe young for the pre-
sent necessary for us there

suppose the leading men in the seve-
ral states and territories were to be ar-
rested and held in durance for the mur-
ders committed in the states and territ-
ories to which they belong howbow would
the proceeding be relished several
very large states prisons would have
to be erected and very soon the leading
men of the mormonscormonsMormons would be the
only leading men in the country at
large

one other extract and we are through
for the present

the government should be prproperly0 erly
informed as to these people hophopingin a
remedy may in time present itseitselff I1
feel assured that no planlanian yet proposedpropose
will give to us a loyarloyat utah the rail-
road will help and strengthen them in
place of solving the question it will
make it more easy to bring forward con-
verts and will add ten where it enlight-
ens one there is a depth of ignorance
there that will take many generations
of liehligh tto reach far into if we parcel
out their territory they will have their
orgorganizationanization of the state of deseretdeseret
with its legislature which meets every
year to act upon the doings of the lawflawfulal
territorialrial legislature they are an in-
dustriousdustrious agricultural people and in
fact do nothing for which war can be
waged for their extermination and theytiley
are too valuable a portion of lethe nation
to destroy if they can be utilized exter-
minationmination cannot enter the discussion at
our age of civilization the theory that
they will go to pieces when young dies
is fallacious they will certainly pro-
vide for such a contingency the same
thing was believed when joe smith
died but look at the results

we must defer further comment for
another opportunity

spring at last we seem to have reachedreadied
spring the storms appear tollto haveaveavo passed away
a warm sun pours his genial rays upon the
earth and busy husbandmen have commenced
their labors preparing the soilsoll for seed time

THIRTY SEVESEVENTHNTH ANNUAL
CONFEREconferencenoeNCE

w

the thirty seventh annual confer
the Churchchurchonof jesus christoflatt-

er daysaints convened in the taberna-
cle in this city on saturday oth dinst at
10 president brigham
presiding

there were present on the stand
presidents brigham young heberrieber C

kimball and daniel H wells the first
presidency john
ruffrussruurun george A smith ezra T benson
charles 6C richbich lorenzo snow and
george Q cannon of the twelve apos-
tles john smith patriarch albert P
rockwoodboekBockwood horace S Eleldredge and
john van cott of the presidency of the
seventies samuel W richards and
edwin D wooley of the presidency of
the high priests quorum daniel spen-
cer george B wallace and joseph W
young the presidency of this stake of
zion dwardedward hunter leonard W
hardy and jesse C little the presi-
dency of the bishoprick peter mau-
ghanghanban presiding bishop of cache cogo
CJ IV west presiding bishop of weber
co with a largelarge number of bishops
and leading elders from various parts
of the territory reporters david W
evans and edward 1 sloan

chochoir sang the morningorning breaks
president H C kimball offered up in

an impressive manner the opening
prayer after which the choir again
sanggang

president B young gave as a text for
the elders never to cease their efforts
and their labors until the latter day
saints become of one heart and of one
mind men pray for the lord to pro-
tect us from the wicked yet they will
seek their society trade with them and
aid their influence and thus seek to
bring about the very thing which they
pray god to save them from the wick-
ed have life and death offered to them
as the righteous have and while they
continue to reject the good they are not
fit society for those who desire to be
sanctified before the lord A people
can never become one while they pos

1

1 sess the spirit of the world yet the
latter day saints are to a considerable
extent like the world in matters of bus-
iness and finances the course of the
world is for a few to obtain wealth
while the many are left in poverty and
they waste their wealth on their lusts
and in the gratification of their appe-
tites and desires do not many lierehere
act in a similar manner what has
been the amount expended by the peo-
ple here during the fiscal year ending
todayto day for tobacco coffee tea and liquor
consumed by this people ifthe means
so wasted had been saved for the past
year it would amount to a sum more
than sufficient to buy the preemption
right to the land claimed and taken up
inla the territory if a land office were
established here at once the people
will become of one heart and one mind
by practicing the principles of the gos-
pel and by living so that the spirit of
revelation will be within them a con-
tinuallinual preacher beareywe are progressingrogressing to
this state ofor perfection still the labors
of the Eelderseiders and of the people must be
directed towards our becoming truly
one in all things that we may obtain
the blessings which the lord has pre-
pared for his people

president HR C kimball urged the
imperative necessity of the saints bein-
in possession of the spirit of god tibtie
11light11 lit of truth which it reveals shows csus

statwhat we are and gives us understand-
ing0 to walk right before the lord ireifee
araree of the earth earthy we have to
sanctify ourselves and become pure and
teach our families to be holy in the
sight of heaven thirty four years ago
the lordnord commanded thetho leading elderseiders
among his people and all the church
to set their houses in order and they
who did not abide that commandment
suffered the threatened penalty the
speaker inculcated the importance of
our being self sustaining in all things
obeying the word of wisdom and with
strictness and the utmost care I1keeping
our children from acquiring the same
injurious habits which nianmany ofofusus have
learned from our forefathers he re
commendedcommcorn mended to encourage hongbonghonc manuf-
acturesfac tures to buy homemadehome made from
those who make it where individuals do
not makeinake it themselvesvea and to live
within our means gaigalgainingAllig strength
prosperity and powerpowenrbyr by wisdom and
economy he ppinhe ououtt the feilyfelly of
geopp tb to obtain the blessingsblesi ings


