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THE BATTLETT WITH THE BULLS D-D
o

G
MORMON BATTALIONS ONLY ACTUAL FIGHT IN MEXICAN WAR

In naturesture pasture allnil unfenced
A dreadful battle was commenced

WoWe0 knowknewno sece bust ourselvesours defend
And eacharch to others aid extend

Is fromrom a poem written on thothe

THEspot bybr onoone who had aCI part In the battlebattlo
I TheThe gory conflictt took place on thothe ofoC

December on tho San Pedro riverrh l In
ArizonaArl not farnr fromrom thetho present town ofor St
David not far north ofoC the Mexican boundary
linelne There an greatgroat shedding ofor boolbood during
the alternating ebb and flowIlow of charge and coun

I

and therethee were also many features
that markmalk thetle eng as one wholly unique
In the annalsannal ofor warfarewar fare It Isla proposed horehoho
to tel thothe story ofoC the famousf sous fight Prior to

1 entering upon the narration however It will be
proper to refresh theth readers mind on annn impor-
tant

Impor-
tanttant seriessetlesSe les ofor historical facts

I HISTORIC DATE ENDANGERED

OOMEIE one mayma bobe offended atnt the remark thatSOMES Uta settlement in 1517 waVa moremoo or losslos oforor-

an
I

an accident It is the truth nevertheless HOo firfarfar-

asI as tho date is concerned IfI certain things
happened a party ofor Mormons would haveNava pene-

l

pene-
a

penepene-

tratedla and no doubt a bodybod of them would havehavo
settle someIome part ofor thetho Rocky Mountain region
somesonio yearsJoea s earlier ItII is voll known that their
first lenderleaderIce del not only predicted theirth lr future esoses-

tablishmentIesand growth alonglIon the continental back-

bone
backback-

bone
back-

bonebone but that heJIO actually took steps In prepara-
tion

n

I lI tion for this event to organizeo expeditions to spySP

out the land with a view to settlementlt At a
1

I later datedato indeedIn ee the very lustlast move helie mademade-
JJ before turning hishi faceuce towardtowar thothe place ofoCoC-

IIh martyrdom was toward the west on which his
thoughts had so much dwelt HolIo harthad even crossed

I
I

the Mississippi nodand was planning to assemble aa-

IIi partypart forfar thelime journey to the mountains when the
Importunities ofoC timorous unwise orOt treacherous
friends caused him to retrace his steps and goJO to
meet his doom

I

r
1 HisHlf mantle having fal en on Brigham Young

I MI

that resolute chieftain took up and bore enen-

thusiastically forward his great Idea
ofo western colonization Nor was it inhr his conecase

I altogether leftleCt to his discretion or convenience asas-
to

as-
to

as-
to

I
to when the mighty movement should begin

I Pressure upon the Inhabitants ofoC thothe devoted city
of Nauvoo became moremoro and moromore severeseve TheTho
blood of their prophets Instead ofor appeasing
servedsered seemingly further to Inflame thothe violence
and rapacity ofoC their enemies With these latterlatter-

II

h theythe were compelled to treat for temporary cesces-

sations
ce

t of hostilities In order that theythe might save
sell or convertconert even a portion ofoC their propertyproperly
TheyThe weree forced to enterentel Into agreementsn whoso
terms were most cruel and unjust ifIe they would

i even save their lives And no sooner did condicondlcondi-
tions

condi-
tionsI beom settled for th m to enter

II
III

I
I earnestly upon their preparations than the imim-

patience
im-

patience
im-

patiencepatience of their persecutors would break out
again and all pledgess stipulations treaties andand-

II armistices would fallfaU nullified to theUle ground InIn-

steadj stead ofor being permittedmatted peaceably to exchange
their farms andInd homes and surplus furniture andanilan j

other comforts for the teams and wagons and
cSc 1 t supplies and outfits with which prosperprosperou-

s

prospe-
rosI

I I

ousos os In new lands try to provide
I themselves theythe were continuallycontinua Interrupted byb

threats depredations and eveneen armed attack InIn-
tending

In-

nn
tendingten ln purchasers were made loath to buybu

III through increasingasing evidence that thetho unfortunate
I owners had only the alternativea ofor taking anyan
j poor price that might be offered or being driven

I Im

forth without gettingsetting anyan price at all Much time
that shoud havohave been profitably employeded In
getting ready for thetho migration was perforce
spent with gun In hand defending lives ofoC lovedlood

f onceones So that when at last their vanguard crossed
the riverr er into the bitter month of February the

m
ferryferr aing soon abandoned for thothe solid Ice
which bridged the mightymight stream they wornwern but

t fortor the longIonS Journey ahead of them

WESTWARD HO AT LAST
t I But theythe were at last on the way to the west

I

the land ofoC their destiny Some ofoC them tried toto-
tt feel that they were gladSlad theythe were on the move

andan themselves that they would locatelocale
1

h nextnext timetIme whorewhere persecutions heavy hand could
not soon reach them AllAlt agreed that whether they
camecamo willingly or01 not theytho had to come sofoO theythoy
might as wellweIl saysa It was with willingness Their
pursuers had done this much for them theythe had
given themm a good swift start Incidentally concon-

tributing
con-

ii
l ll to the fulfillment ofoC thetho prophecy ofoC

him whomhm they had slain as an Impostor
This was In and preparations were soon

j under way forCor thothe selection and equipment t ofat the
advance party which was to push on ahead select

I u jI the place wherewheN the new commonwealth wasVa toto-

be
to-

n

to-

II s

nI

j be established and plow and plant fortor thosetho c who
were to followrollow along afteraner as fast as theythe prudentprudent-
ly

plu ent
HII f

I

lyIy and profitably could This party was to concon-

sist
con-

II
j i ofor a hundred picked men with 23252 wagons
i

drawndran by BOfiO yokesokes ofoC oxen thus fourtour oxen andand-
i

tI I

I
i four men to each wagonason Unencumbered by fatalfami-

lies1
I

liesIle the party was to carrycarr plenty of seed grain
i aridand vegetables agricultural implements and sufsuf-

ficient
f I1

tI
lI provisions to sustain them for a youryearour BeBe-

ing
Be-

ingj I

j
ing all well mounted well armed and

pj and not too heavily loaded it was expected they
j
pj would travel along fairly rapidly and present

II
t I such a martial arrayarra asus would render them ImIm-

mune
Im-

ItI munerune frontfrom the attack ofoC marauding bands ofor
Indians ByB thetile month ojof0 Juno enlistments for

j this expedition werewore well advanced under Wilford
I Woodruffs energetic direction and only a short
IIi time would havehavo benbeen nnce ary to completecompleto the
I partypart andan start it onoil itsJourney
II
i THE UNEXPECTED HAPPENEDD

1

I IfIt something unforeseen had not happened JustjURt

i
thenthon the people ofoC todaytodar would not be celebrat-
ingI Ih inglog thetho of July as birthday and pospos-

sibly
pos-

eei

t sibly the figures would now be adorning themhoth
great seal ofoC the state In place ofor the yearear which

I I iss there commemorated at present
1

f This som thing unforeseen was just about the
most Improbable event that could havehavo occurred

I

1
i Any number ofot Incidents might have

f
come between themtheta and tho accomplishment ofor
their plan any number ofoC Incidents which while

f perhaps unexpected could not bebo deemeddoomed wholly
unlikely But this was none ofor these It could
only be compared as1 a surprise to that

I phenomenona thunderbolt from a clear sky
Whathat was itit-

Ono
7

OnoOne day in the latter part ofat June a captain ofIt
dragoons U13 S arrayarmyorm rode into one of thetine moromorn
permanent and populous camps ofoC the Mormons

I on the prairiesK ofor Iowa with a momentous mesroesmes-
sagesagerag HeHo lost no time Inn making his businesss

1 known to thetho leadingh men In the camp who
I I listened respectfully though with amazement andand-
ii treated him with everyover courtesycourte They couldcoul onlyani

referreCer him to their leaderlender who was at thetho time
miles away on the furfar western borderharder ofoC Iowa

with another bodybod ofoC emigrants encamped on thothe
council grounds ofoC the Indians along the

bluffs overlooking thetho great river whosowhose namenamo bebe-

ing
be-

ing
be-

fogingfog Interpreted Is MuddyMudd The officer hastenhasten-
edt cded westward with typicaltJ dragoon celerity and onon-

ii
I
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6
thetho first day ofor July hishie message was laid beforebelore
thothe Mormonormon leader and his associates

THE DRAGOONS ERRANDERRAND-
I

ERRA DD-

II havohave come among youOU to accept thetho service
for 121 months ofor four or liveflue companies ofor MorMor-
mon

Mor-
mon

Mor-
monmon men for our present war with Mexico ThoyTiley
will bebo marched as Infantry via 1Fortort Leavenworth
to join thothe armyarm ofoC tho westest at Santa KoFeF andanti
thence tote California where theythoytho willvIm bebo discharg-
edede I willl receive healthy thenmen between
thotin ages ofoC 18 and 45 andanti hope to completecompleto thetho
enlistment ofor the force within a fewrew daysdasdas-

AA briefbrier argument as to thoho advantage to the
emigrants in sending at government expenseox pense an
portion ofat their young men in advance to thetho
ultimate destination ofor thetho whole people a torso
statement ofoC the conditions as to pay allowances
etc under which thothe force would serveSOlve with a
passing allusion to thothe patriotic duty of supporting
their country such was thothe messagem set forthforth-
with

forth-
with

forth-
withwith military brevity and directness

You shall havehae your battalion promptly
answered Brigham Young youou shall havehao thelie
companies yourour requisition calls forrOl ItIf we have
to 1111 them up with Mormon eldersciders IfIt young
men enough arearc not forthcoming well take thethothe-
old

the-
oldold men and ifIr they arcare not enough well supply
women to make up the deficiency hoIto added withwith-
aa touch ofor serious humor And sgSQ thothe spiritual
shepherds ofor the people acting asos recruiting sersorser-
geants the camps of thothe emigrants from thothe
Missouri river to the Mississippi clear across
Iowa were searched nodand scoured for healthy

men between the ofoC 18 and 4540

TwoT vo weeks Interlater an American flaglIag wasWIlS brought out
fromflom oneono ofoC thetho wagons and lashed to a tree top
Beneath Its folds werewel mustered into the service
of0 tholure United States five companies consisting
of HO men not counting officers noncommis-
sioned and musicians Including these
andmd somesomo women and children whoWIO accompanied
the command thothe former probably carried on thetho
rolls as laundresseslaundres es ofoC which under the order forfor-

thethothe enlistment of tho force four worewere to bobe perper-
mitted

per-
mitted

per-
mitted to eachen h company and counting Into a fewrew
who were classed as officers servants tho total
forceCorce numbered DID

FAREWELL DANCE AT THE BLUFFS
Thus was brought into existence thothe famousramous

i

0

Mormon Battalion Its members were swornworn
Into the service onom the ofoC JulyJul A fatefarewellwell
afternoon ball was given inim theirlhoir honor in the
bowery10 we 1 atut thothe Bluffs where to Improvised music
themho last sadbad hours ofoC parting wore danced awayawa
with at least the semblancesemblance ofoC gayetygayet On MonMon-

day
Mon-

daydayda the 2011 theythoythe tooktoole up the Journey southsouth-
ward

south-
wardwardwar along thothe eastcast bank ofor the Missouri The
morning came on wet and gloomybloomy with a heavyhea
rainstormas IfIt the heavens themselves were
moved to tears but In thothe afternoon the musimusi-
cians

musi-
ciansclaus striking up Tho Girl I LeftLoft Behind MeMe-

the
Ie

thetine gallant volunteers marched gailyall awayawny and
made a few miles through mud andan sand before
going Into camp fortor the night TheTho trumpet
and drum with heads up and swinging military
step do not always signify buoyant spirits They
aroare sometimes put forth to conceal the utmost
heaviness of the hearts despair TineTho reader wiltwill
realize which was thothe cascasee Iniii the present InIn-

stance
In-

stancestance
NOTHING LEFTLEl J TO EXPLORE WITH

The male strength and flower ofor their camps
having thus gonesone oftoff to thothe warwarthethe old men
and striplings remaining were hardly the sort ofot
material from which to select an exploring adad-
vance

ad-

vancevancevanco partypart for thothe rugged journey ofor a thousand
miles still further west So all thoughts were
turned to gathering up thutho scattered emigrants
into settlements and preparing with shelter fuel
and foodstuff for the winter For that year atat-
ananyan rate there could bebo no moromore expedition to thetime
Rocky Mountains And that Is how JulyJul 1847ISH
camocacao after all to bobe the datedato celebrated as Ulah
birthday

ON TO LEAVENWORTH
On the morning of thetho third dayclay afteraCter leaving

the Bluffs the Battalion boysbos were called upon to
perform thetho first sad duty of the burial ofot an
comrade who had died the previous midnight
Wrappedrapped In his blanket and placed In a roughroush
lumber coffin helie was lowered Into a lonelylono prairie
gravegravo Next day theythoytho camped in Missouri and
were beginning already to feelfeol thetho inconvenience
ofor short rations through thothe ofot supsup-
plies

sup-
plies

sup-
pliesplies Parched corn supplied a fewfow scant wheals
to somo others wentanent more thunthan
to liedbed Tho ninth dayda out theythe marched past
the town ofat St JooJoe even then a place ofoC somosane
importance keeping time to their favorite tunetunc

TheTho Girl I Left MCetclC The next day theythoy
cronecame opposite Fort Leavenworth and werewe liveIIvo
hours In crossingcrossin thetime river andanti making their
waway to the postJost HeroHere theytho received their tents
and theUle balance ofot their equipment and went Into
camp on themho public square within the forttort Most
of the arms Wereero flintlockflirt lock muskets but usasas-

a
us-

a
us-

aa special favor for huntinghuntin and
purpose a few were disilisdis-
tributed

dis-

tributed InLt drill outfitting and thetho usual routine
ofoC garrison duty 100 days werewel spent and then
thothe ordersorder were to take up the linelino ofor march to
Santa Fe

WHY THISlInS BATTALION
IS itH quite plain to thetime readerrender why this Mormon

Battalion had beenbean enlisted and what was meant
byb the recruiting allusion to their march
to andanti disbandment In California What was thisthin
armyarm of thothe west which they were to Join at

Santa Fe mindand what was it expected to do andanti
what wereWare they expected to do after theythe did
join it

The annexation ofoC Texas In 1815 hadhn ghgivenon MexMex-
ico

Mex-

icoico cause for hard feelings against the United
States but those felines were not sufficiently
acuteacuto to find expression In an actual declaration
ofot immediate war In thetime earlycarl spring ofot 184611 46

howeverhoo r thetho situation became moromore strained bybb-

roSonreasonroSon ofor thetho occupation by United States troops
ofoC certain disputed territory on the Texan frontier
This was too much for Mexican pridee and dignity
to stand It was like adding insult to injury In
April she began hostilities a proceeding on her
partpart which was not at all terrifying to the
United StatesStales but on thothe other hand quite acac-

ceptable
ac-

ceptable especially to thothe south which section
was inclined to welcome anyan proposition even
war that offered opportunity for thethc extension ofor
slavery Before troops hadbad fairly began
to administer the chastisement she thought thothe
United States needed a military minion ofat tho
latter ZacharyZachar Taylorraylor byb name an reallyllally energetic
and combative sort olof g entered upon tho
sconescene In two smashing battles early in May heht
sentIen t tho Mexicans flyingHying backbaek homeward across
thetime Rio Grande which seemed to an good many
among the Mexicans particularly nnan appropriate
time and place to consider thetime war ended

GOOD TIMETUII TOlO QUIT BUT
But It end with the victories at Palo AltaAlt-

ai

1

i

I

and n dpdoI Jaht11 American destiny an d1

powerJower were not to boho pentnar t upan or from I

reachingreach In the Pacific Itll Is well roo0 recall that at
this time what Mexico did not own or
In thotime western purlpart ofoC thetho presentent United StateSlates
England did The latter regarded thotime vast reicre-

gionglongion known as OregonOre on aHas hers Everything south
ofoC that undmid west ofoC the Rio Grande was cons-

idered
concon-

sidered
j

Mexico Accordingly not only California
but Arizona NowNewew Mexico Utah Nevada and at
least thothe southern part of Colorado wore the prizepro
that a successfulful war hoWhold out Furthermore EngEng-

land
EnEng-

landland waswall understood to bobe casting envious eyes
uponUlon CaliforniaCall Cornia IfIt she acquired ItH she might bebobe-

come
be-

comecomecorne a troublesome as she certainly was15 a powpow-

erful
po a

erfulerfal neighbor Much easier argued timethe American
Jingoes ofoC the period to followrollow up the successes I

against Mexico now and wrestwest fromCram her thotime imlmim-

perial
Im-

perialpedal provinces ofoC New Mexico and California
than to allow England to acquire anything moremaIomore-
onon the Pacific coast than she already had

i

NO HITCH IN PROGRAM
So Congress voted tenton million dollarsdollar for war

purposes and President Polk was authorized to
call for fifty thousand volunteers Then thothe milimillmili-
tarytarytamy authorities sat down and figured out an ex-

tensive
exex-

tensive plan ofoC campaign General Taylor who had
already done so well along theth Rio GrandeGrando waswad
to continue his operationsoperation In that region Gen
Scott wasWIS to thetho country from the
Gulf coastcoust and carry hishi banners to the
very walls of the city ofot the General
KearneyKearne was to cut his way through the northern
provinces while TaylorTa lor andfind Scott had the enemy
otherwise engaged conquerct and tapetake ofor
them planting the StarsStara and Stripes on thothe
Pacific coastcoaRt Itself HisIlls was totl boho the army of
thetime west This waswa thothe armyarm for which the
Mormon Battalion was recruited Prior to this enen-

largement of hishi powers Kearney wasHI colonel com-
manding

comcom-
mandingmanding the Second United States dragoons It
was onooneon ofoC his captains who had visited the
Mormon camps in Iowa as mustering officer and fii-

whowhovho upon completing the enlistment ofoC four comconcom-
paniesponiespanics necessary to constitute an battalion was auau-

thorized
au-

thorized to assume command of the force with tho
rank and1111 pay ofoC a This volunvolun-
teer

volvolun-
teer

un
teer force was to proceed through an enem s
country to effect a junction with thetho general atat-
the

at-
the

at-

thethe capital ofot that territory From that
capital afteraCter suchBuch incidental lightingfighting as might bebo
necessarynecos r to clear Its pathway timethe armyarm was toto-
be

to-
be

to-
bebe led along to California TheTho plan ofor campaign
did not seem to contemplate anything else than lvictoryIctor all along tho linoline so thetho time of enlistenlist-
ment

enlist-
mentment of thetho Battalion was given asai 12 months
and its place of disbandment as California having
reached which region It was confidently anticipat-
ed

anticipat-
eded that thothe war would bebo overoer and the volunteers
no more needed

Generally speaking the plan was carried out acac-
cording

ac-
cording

ac-
cordingcording to program There were inevitably somesonic
slight variations but these It Is only courteous
to thetime enemy to saysa were not duodue to anyan unfore-
seen

unfore-
seenseen activity or achievements ofot his So farar as thetho
working out ofor thoho scheme was concerned thetho
Mexicans might about as well havohave been leftleCt out
ofoC consideration altogether for theythe did not par-
ticularly

parpar-
ticularly hinder It of rand course theyney were not exex-
pected

ex-
pected to help It They were hardly Important
enough to bebo deemed oveneven supernumeraries InIn-

the
in-

thethehe presentation ofoC the drama They might be re r I

moromore correctly as annn audience which hadhail
thetho seatsscats In thetho house but
lutelike timethe piece t

FORWARD TOID SANTA FEFg r
Forward marchmalch rang out thetho command which

put the column In motion onmm thothe l th ofoC AugustAugust-
OnOn the they crossed the RawPaw or Kansas
river and continued on Inn a south direction
byb stagesMages which while not long for seasoned men
In moderate weathereathor were veryer trying to these
recruits onam account ofoC thothe great heat There was
much sickness and nnfin occasional death Those whohoho-
Ininhr addition to the chillsquills and fevereel had to taketalo
timethe surgeonssurgeons invariable doseclose of calomel had allnil
theythe could do to pull through for some ofor them
the struggle was too severe and theythe succumbed
OnOu the 2ndnd of September the detachment entered
the Comanche Indian territory the Indians being
veryery hostile at thothe timelime On the lith theythoythe first saw I

buffalo Aboutbout thetho theythe received word byb i

courier ofor thotime surrender of Santa FoFe to Gen
without resistance also Instructions to

proceed direct too0 that point instead of via Fort
Bent as previously ordered Still traveling southsouth-
westerly

south-
westerlywesterly the command reached and crossed thetho
Arkansas onam themho afteratter many hardships and
thothe sending ofoC oneono detachment of invalids andamI
women north to Pueblo along the Arkansas river
TheTho main bodybod reached Santa Fe in October thetho
vanguard on the timethe remainder on thotime
ThereThero Col Cooke assumedassum tI command and
hisiris first orderartier thereafter directed the return to
Pueblo ofoC another Invalid detachment ofor 88 monmen
antiand nearlynearl all thothe women tho intention being
to push on without delaydela over thetho remainingremain In 1100
miles of

A TERRIBLE MARCH
For this tremendous march mere were whollyvs holly

Inadequate transportation facultiesfacilities and even InhimIn-

sufficient
h

sufficient rations so It was decided that only Ithe most vigorous should be permitted to underunder-
take

under-
taketake ItIL Tho new commander was a gruff strictdisciplinarian but impartial resourceful andanti Just
Ho placed the men on part rations looked closely
after thotime lightening and equalizing ofoC the loads ii-

nd
ff-

andandnd gave generallygenerall experienced and beneficial
personal supervision to every detail All thetho rerc I

of that month thotime troops tolled thothe wearywear
daysdas through heavyho sand With thetho advent ofoC
November came worse weather worse roadsrand andand-
aa yetet further reduction In rations On thetime 55
more sick men were sent back via Santa FeFc to
Pueblo for tho winter TheTine main bodybo much rere-
duced

re-
duced

re-
duced Inhim number andamid still more reduced In vi-
tality

vivi-

tality
1

heroically pushed on now leaving stock
now wagons sonicsome daysda s without water allnil daysclays
without sufficient flour or vegetable foodrood Toward
the end ofoC November thoy reached thothe base ofoC thetho
continental divide the waterhater flowing from thetho ontono j

side IntoInlo tholimo Gulf of Mexico fromCrom thetho other into
thothe Pacific ocean On the theythe reached the j
summit or backbone and If thetho ascent had been tlhazardous andanti difficult the descent looked im-
possible

imim-
possiblepossible Col CookoCooke figured that It would require tI
frontfrom five to ton days to make the distance of 1 1
six milesmalice into timethe valley visible below ThoThe comcoincom-
mandmand afteratter three coldcowl days spent onan the summit Iiaccomplished timethe descent in two long ropes being
attached to thothe wagons which thec emaciated men j im
held and steadied andana at last lowered In I

WILD CATTLE ttECEu I ii
December 2ndnd theythoythe camecumo to a deserted rancho

where theythoy had hoped to replenish their comcorncom-
missary

f s

stores but wereWOle ofor course disappointed i
HeroHere too they camocame inlit contact with thothe first wild 1

i
cMexican cattle Ono long horned prince ofot thothe

herd was broughtblought down only afteraCter sixshe
ballshalls each penetrating a vital place had been 1

spent on him He was fat and round with a
royal spread ofoC hornshorn sixix feet from tip to tip
Hero seemed to be annn abundance ofoC freshCresh beefbeet
any waya when to thothe coonsmens dismay an order from

Continued on pagepago five
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