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the difference between the world and
the home of the saints of the most
high

we are laboring most earnestly and
zealously for the cause of christ and as
our doctrines are so much at variance
with those taught by the ministers otof
the day we are necessarily opposed to
them and many of them are doing all in
their power to harm us by telling all
sorts of malicious falsefalsehoods against us
but they only make us the more friends
by so doing

one rev clay of salt lake city has
written a letter to one otof the papers
here telling the people that polygamy is
practiced in utah as much as ever it was
and that the mormonscormons are a lawbreakinglaw breaking
and wicked people but we are thankful
to say that he has only made us stronger
friends and raised enemies for himself

we are all looking anxiously forward
to our conference which will be atvanceburgVancvanceburgVanceburg lewis county beginning
with july aist and ending august and
we anticipate a glorious time and a rich
spiritual least our beloved president
elias S kimball will be with us and we
will receive much good instruction

in the month otof june we had the
pleasure of initiating four honest souls
into the fold otof christbrist they were
brother henry figgins and wife sister
ida parker and brother levi houston
ththeyn 4arere saints inin very deed
liefhwe have not lacked for anything the
lord hasas kept his promises to us has
made the way easy for us to tread and
the burden light I1 and it is a great pleas-
ure indeed to work for a master who is
constantly rewarding his servants

we have many good friends here
foitforemostost among them are brother john
parker and wife uncle james gray and
many others too numerous to mention
we are enjoying very good health and
thank our father for it we wish to
thank you most heartily for your paper
it is a source of enjoyment lo10to us and is
doing a noble work in assisting in the
spreadre d of truth

weVe are your brethren in the cause of
christ

CURTIS B SMITH
T H BLACKBURN jr

flemingsburgFLEMINGS BURG fleming county ky

THE POPES encyclical

before me lies pope leos encyclical
letter which is supposed to be a reply to
gladstone and is another call to all fol-
lowers of christ to unite with what his
holiness styles the only true church
altalthoughbough a comparison olof the catholic
church and the church of jesus
established reveals the fact of wide and
conflicting differences in doctrines
ordinances and priesthood

nohow as this subject is all important
involving the eternal life of the soul a
careful study thereof should be made by
alt believers in a future state of existence

for if what the pope states is true
that there is only one true church it is

4 of infinite consequence to all mankind
to kknownow which is that church if the
catholic church is the church of christ
the most rigid investigation otof its claims
will make them appear the stronger

I1 will confine my research to the new
testament as that book contains an
account of church as set up by christs
own hand with its workings under his
petspersonalonal ministry and that of his chosen

apostles all churches therefore that
are not an exact model of that church
that do not teach its doctrines and in-
clude its authority must be rejected at
once as unlike the divine pattern

the pope otof rome is right on the
necessity of divine authority in the
church and that such authority must be
no less than that of st peters who
held the power to bind on earth and in
heaven

I1 cor 12 aa28 reads god hath set some
in the church first Apostles secondarily
prophets thirdly teachers after that
miracles then gifts of healing helps
governments diversities of tongues
where are the prophets of the catholic
church where the gifts of healing
the gift of tongues the gift of miracles
permit me to comcomparetare the power 01ol
pope leo with that of the elders of the
ancient church mighty miracles were
wrought by the latter they laid hands
on the sick the blind saw the lame and
the deaf were healed and devils cast
out the giltgift of tongues and of
prophesy the gift of vision were in the
churchchurch and solomon sayssay where there
isis no vision the people perish Is pope
leo a prophet Is he a seer in all his
encyclicalsals I1 never saw a line of
prophesy no thus saith the lord

on the question of succession in the
roman priesthood let us examine facts
only fifty seven years after the church
of christ was organized by himself
darkness prevailed john saw the
church full of all lanfiermanner of abomina-
tions and drunken with the blood of
martyrs rev 17 A D the great
apostate power drenched in the blood
of martyrs in the reign of constantine
adopted what was then known as
Christichristiancyanty as the religion of the em-
pire jerusalem bad been trodden
down of the gentiles in the first cen-
tury the covenant people of god the
jews became extinct as a nation
christianity and paganism assimilated
the former becoming the leadinleading ele-
ment of the roman empire it sheredsuffered
from destructive civil wars and was
finally crushed by barbarians Mmodern
nations have sprung from its arms and
have adopted its religion its customs
and ethics without the guidance of a
divine priesthood

but suppose for a moment the pope is
right what about the slit in the early
christian church into two parts about
the seventh century the churches inin
the eastern part of asia minor held that
the patriarch of constantinople was the
head of the church the chuchurchach of
rome and western europe recognized
the bishop or pope of rome as the head
of the church and since that time wide
differences in practice have grown up
between the churches between the
greek and roman church the main
points of variance stand thus the
greek church rejects the authority of
the pope but acanacknowledgesow ledges the
infallibility of ecumenical councils it
practices babaptismptsy by immersion denies
the existence of purgatory but prays for
the dead admits of no images sanctions
the marriage of priests if they enter
that state before admission to holy
orders the greek church like the
catholic rejects the modern protestant
churches now which of these two
greateat churches is right the catholic orSgreekreek church if the greek church
then the catholic is relegated to eternal
damnation and vice versa

but let us examine the claims of the
catholic church to succession of the
priesthood we have all read much of
the quarrels for preeminencepre eminence which
arose between the bishops of rome and
those of constantinople those of the
former claiming it on a current tradi-
tion that peter th chief apostle had
founded that church linus was the
first bishop of rome anacletus suc-
ceeded him and clement succeeded
anacletus through this bishopric
rome claims apostolic authority
that bishops could not ordain apostles
isis clear the lesser could not ordain
the greater thus the entire roman
doctrine of succession falls to the
ground that christ built his church A
upon peter is a most extravagant claim
peter denied christ the claim has
been refuted by many pens the fol-
lowing questions refute the claims of the
catholic church does ane bible teach
infant baptism whence did the
catholic church derive its ceremony of
baptism of inmarriagearriage of ordination to
the various offices otof that church seeing
the bible is silent upon these questions
answer from ecumenical councils
now as these claim no inspiration they
must be man made the lord has
stamped the church with
evidences of its divinity jesus says
these signs shall follow them that

believe how long the logical
answer is as long as there are believers
wesley says the reason why the
miraculous gifts ceased was because
the christians hadbad turned heathens
again and had only a dead form left
true faith always produces miraculous
powers if believers fail to receive the
promised signs what reason have they
to believe chev will receive the prom-
ised salvation miracles decrease as
faith decreases and end when faith
ends what nonsense to think of a
mans having faith enough to obtain a
crown of glory who has no faith in pres-
ent revelation jesus said all things
are possible to them that believe for
verilyvenly I1 say unto you that whoever shall
say untoonto this mountain be thou re-
moved and be thou cast into the sea
and shall not doubt in his heart he shall
have whatsoever he saith

therefore I1 say you whatso-
ever things ye desire when ye pray be-
lieve that ye receive them and ye shall
have them

not a line from genesis to the apocal-
ypse shows in the faintest degree that
the miraculous gifts were to cease ex-
cept through unbelief what presump-
tion to pretend to the office of st peter
without the power of st peter peter
said to the man at the temple gate
silver and gold have I1 none but such

as I1 have give I1 unto thee in the name
of jesus christ arise and walk can
pope leo do that

james v 14 15 reads Is any sick
amoniamong you let him call for the elders
of the chichurcharch and let them pray over
him anointing him with oil in the name
of the lord and the prayer of faith
shall save the sick and the lord shall
raise him up and if he has committed
sins they shall be forgiven him

note this power was not confined to
peter the elders had it do the cath-
olic priests have this power can they
cast out devils quench the violence of
fire stop the mouths of lions this was
the true faith where is it now
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