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DISCOURSE

By PRESIDENT, BRIGIHAM
YOUNG, delivered in the Bowery
a! Paris, Oncida Co., Idaho,
Sunday, Aug. 81., 1873.

REPORTED DY JOMN Q. CANNON.

Tie gospel of life and salvation
that we have embraced in our faith
and that we profess to carry out in
our lives,incourporates all truth. We
frequently testify toeach other that
we know that this gospel is true;
and as I have a great many times
sald to those that listen to my con-
versation upon the principles of
life aud salvation, I believe this
work, [ belieye this gospel, [ be-
lieve this® doctrine that is brought
to us through the prophet Joseph,
in these the latter days, in this our
time, for the simplest, plainest and
most palpable reason that can be
iven.” “*What is it?” Why, be-
cause it is true. The guspef that

I have embraced comprehends ali
truth. “How much of it is true?”’
All of it. “How much does it cm-
brace? All the truth that there is
in the heavens, on the earth, under
the earth; and if there is any truth
in hell, this doctrine claims it. It
is all the truth of heaven, the truth
of God, the life of those that live
forever, the law by which worlds
were, are and will be brought into
existence, and pass from one degree
or one state of being to another,
pertaining to the exaltation of in-
telligence from the lowest to

one that is given by revelation ex-
pressly for consecrating the bread
and the wine, or water, if the lat-
ter be used, take the book and read
until you can remember. If I were
to come here next Sabbath, and see
you breaking bread, would this,that
I am now mentipnfng, be thought
of? The people have various i
with regard to this r. They
sometimes cannot hearsix feet from
the one who is praying,and in whose
prayer, perhaps, there are not three
words of the prayer that is in this
book, that the Lord tells us that
we should use. ’Ithia is pretty bard
on the Elders, is it not? t ﬁ
could remember one thousandt

| _Fn.rt of that which they have heard,

t would have sanetified theax years
and years ago; but it goes in at one
car and out at the other, it is like
the weaver'sghuttle passing through
the web.

Naw I am going to tell you some
more things,and how long will you
remember them? Until you get
home? Perhaps there are a few
who will remember a tew words of
counsel that I shall give to you. I
am here to give this people, called
Latter-day Saints, cou m{) |
them in the path of life. Tam h
to answer, I shall be on pantjz;
answer when I am called wpon, for
all the counsel and for all the in~
struction that I have given to this
people. If there is an Elder here,
orany memberof this church,called
the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints, who can bring up
the first idea, the first sentence
that I have delivered to the people

the highest state. This is - the
dectrine that = the Latter-day'l
Saints believe, whether they re-
alize it or not. Well now, upon

apostacy. What have the Latter-
day Saints got to apostatize from?
Fverything that there is good, pure,
holy, god-like, exalting, ennobling,
extending the ideas,the capacities of
the intelligent beings that our
heavenly Father has brought forth
upon this earth. What will they
receive in exchange? I can compre-
hend it in a very few words. These
would be the words that I should
use: death, hell and the grave.

That is what they will get in ex-
change. We may go into the par-
ticulars of that which they ex-
perience. They experience dark-

ness, ignorance, doubt, pain, sor-
row, grief, mourning, unhappiness;

no person to condole with in the
hour of trouble,no arm to lean upon

in the day of calamity, no eye to

]iity when they are forlorn and ecast

down; and I comprehend it by say-

ing: cfﬂatll,‘_hell and the grave. This
is what they will get in exchange
for their apostacy from the gospel
of the Son of God. This is their
reward, and it is foolishness, no:
merely nonsense; a person can have
a little nonsense and pass it over;
but this is foolishness. There isnot
a particle of good sense about it; no
light, no intelligence, nothing that
is ennobling, elevating, cheering,

comforting, consoling, that produc-

es friends, or anything of this kind.

I call it foolism; I do it this time,

consequently we will not talk any-

thing about apostacy.

When le receive this gos-
pel, what do they sacrifice? Why,
death for life. This is what they
give: darkness for light, error for
truth, doubt and unbelief for know-
ledge and the cerlainty of the
things of God, consequently I con-
sider it to be the biggest piece
of foollsm that can be hatched up,
imagined or entertained, or follows
ed out by any human heing, to
leave this gospel for what they will
receive in exchange. So much for
apostasy.

Now a few words, my brethren
and sisters, with regard to our posi-
tion. There are many in this
church who have been with it a
long time. Thischurch hasbeen tra-
veling for many years. The time
that this church has been traveling
exceeds the time of the chiidren of
Israel in the wilderness.

[At this point thelwater for the
Hacrament was blessed. ]

I will give you a word of counsel
here with regard to consecrating
the bread and the water, which 1
want the Saints to remember.

When you [addressing the Bishops |

and Elders] administer the Sacra-
ment take this book [the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants] and read
this prayer. Take the opportunity
to read this prayer until yon ean re-
member it. Y ou cannot get up any-

proflers to his peo

thing that is better, and not even

equal to it, an@ when you read it,
read it so that the people can hear
you. This is what I wish of you: it |
is what is right, and that which |
the Spirit will manifest to you if | points out the path for this

you inquire, and if you cannot

commit this prayer to membry, the

as counsel that is wrong, I really
wish they would do itjsbut they
cannot do it, for the simple reason
that I have never given counsel
that is wrong; this is the reason.
This people called Latter-day Saints
have been laboring now over forty
years—forty-three years last April,
the sixth day, this church was or-

ganized. People have been com-
ing into it, many have gone
out of it, many bhave died
in the faith; Dbut there is

quite a number in it that aie now
living who have held on to it from
the beginning, and they have been
striving to increase in their knowl-
edge, to enlarge their faith and
their comprehension of the prinei-
ples of eternal life; but it is slow
progress. 1 wonder if there are any

articular sisters here who have
ived humble and faithful,to whom
the Spirit has manifested that their
progress and advancement are
slow: ‘‘That by the Spirit that I
receive from the Lord, the Spirit
that is given to me at times, I ean
see that we are far in the rear of
what we should be, and we have
not come up to that status of per-
fection and purity that the Latter-
day Saints should reach.”
there any sisters who have experi-
enced any sueh thing? Are. there
any elders who can bear witness to
these things? I expect there are.
I expect there is any” mumber " of
sisters in this church who ean bear
witness to this, and testify that the
people called Latter-day Saintsare

lives from morning till evening,
from evening till morning, from
Sunday morning till Sunday morn-
ing again, from New Year to New
Year, and every day of our lives.
The doctrine that the Lord bas
taught us and given tous through
his servant Joseph points out the
path for us to walk in, and while
 walking in this path we do not lose

fsight of one iota of the gospel, but

| iuu must held it secure and always

eep it before you by preserving
those laws and ordinances and con-
tinuing to hold them precious. If
the Saints will do this, the Holy
Ghost, the Comforter, the Spirit of
our Father and God will enlighten
 their minds and bring to their re-
membmnaﬁ'ﬂzin‘?ﬁﬂhﬂt transpired
in the past, and things to come to

ass in the future, and they may

ay a foundation for everlasting life
'and eternal lives in the celestial
kingdom of our God, Youmay ob-
tain these blessings by keeping in
mind and observing the principles,
‘doctrine, and the laws and statutes
‘that are delivered to the people of
‘God for their edification, for their
perfectiony for: their comfort and

ta direct | consolation, to prepare them for ¢n-

tering intothe celestial kingdom. If
any: profess to live in the observance
of these principles, and do not en-
joy the spirit of revelation, they de-
ceive themselves. No person de-
eeives the Lord. Every individual
that lives according to the laws that
‘the Lord hasgiven te his people,and
‘thas received the blessings that he

has in store for the faithful, should
be able to know the things of (Giod
from the things which are not
of God, the light from the darkness,
that which comes from heaven and
that which comes from somewhere
else.  This is the ratisfaction and
the consolatien that the Latter-day
Saints eajoy by living their 1'&1?
gion; this is the knowledge which
every one who thus lives possesses.
These are the books, the Old and
New Testament, the Book of Mor-
mon and the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants, and we take all that
has been said to us by the Spirit of
Truth, bring it together, live to it,
and this brings us into a condition
that we have fellowship with the
Father and with his son Jesus
Christ, and the people of Christ are
cleansed from all sin, walk in the
light and no more in darkness. We
‘have received in the first place the
first erdinances pertaining to the
Enspel that Jesus introduced, that
ave been sent to the earth for the
salvation of the children of men.
Before the ordinances are perform-
ed, however, the people hear the
name of Christ declared; Jesus is
preached to the ple; faith
springsup in the hearts of the peo-
ple. We the people believe. The

Are | Bpirit of truth bears witness to our

spirits that this is correct. This is
the Christ; he is the Savior of the
world; and we bcgi]in to have faith
in himj; and when we begin to
have faith in him, and believe on
him, and the Father whosent him,
we begin to look around ourselves
and say: “Why is it that we saw

very tardy in the practice of the-

things of God. >4 24 B9
Now with rd to the blessings.

nothing so familiar and perfect
ago? All this is so familiar
and plain and simple. How is this?

There are blessings that the Lord | They that declare Christ unto us,are

ple. Has he any
conditions? This is the guestion.

The blessings that the Lerd wishes
to bestow upon his ple in the
latter days, as he did upoun them in
former days, are they proffered to
the people on any conditions what-
ever, or is it the voluntary act upon
the involuntary people? Are they
given to us whether we want them
or not? whether we will enjoy them
or pot? er whether we will profit by
them or not? How is this, Latter-
day Saints? Is this the way the
Lord does? Youand I understand
this. Every blessing the Lord prof-
fers to his people is on conditions.
These conditions are: “*‘Obey my
law, keep my commandments,wal

in my ordinances, observe my stat-
utes, love mercy, preserve the law
that I have given to you inviolate

keep yourselves pure in the Jaw,an

then you are entitled to these bles-
sings, and not until then.” Now
is this not the faet? 'I leave it to!
you. You have the Old and the
New Testament, from which we !
can learn doctrine. You have the
Book of Mormon to read, from
which we can learn doctrine. You
have the DBook of Doctrine and
Covenants, which is more especial-
ly necessary to this generation. It
does not contain diflerent doctrine
to the Book of Mormon and Testa-
ment. Itis explanatory of these
three books, corroborates the dne-
trine that is taught in them and

people
t9 walk in fo-day, so that we :

they

ready to teach us?™” “Yes, cer-
tainly.” ““Do you believe?” “Yes.”
“Do you wish to be a disciple of the
Lord Jesus Christ?” “Yes.” “Do
you wish to enter into his family?”
“Yes.” ‘Do you wish to belong to
this quorum of disciples?” ¢Yes”
“‘Is"there anything for me to do to
get there?” says the ecandidate.
““Yes, certainly,” says the Elder.
‘“Welil, what is it?” “To go down
into the waters of baptism, this is
thelfirst ordinance, and be baptized
by one having authority.”

Well, now, this people have re-
ceived all this. hey have been
convicted of the truth, they have
believed the truth,they have re-
pented of their sins, they have re-
ceived baptism for the remission of
their sins, and the next or-
dinance or blessing~the laying
on of hands so that they ma
receive the Holy Ghost. What ac-
companies this Holy Ghost? 1 have
been telling you: it brings to our
remembrance things t, present,
and future, and dwells upon the
things of éod. Here are the ordi-
nances, and we have commenced
to obey them. We have the pro-
mise of receiving blessings if we
hold on to the faith and not turn
aivax from this principle; and al-
though temptation may present it-
self to us, we will resist it, and we
will cling to the things of God, and
belicve on his promises, and will
ask the Fatherin the name of Jesus
to help us to overcome these temp-
l;atlonsi‘lnd we will free ourselves

nof crr, but know how to orddr our

from this darkntss; we will break

the chain of doubt and unbelief,

faith of the Lord Jesus. When
temptations come to you be hum-
ble and faithful, and determined
that you will overcome, and you
will receive a deliverance, and con-
tinue faithful, having the promise
of receiving blessings. What are
these blessings?

There is a variety of blessings, a
different blessing
given to one, two, three or four of
this congregation. Thus, one will
have faith to lay hands upon the
sick and rebuke disease, and
drive it from the person afflicted.
Many may receive this blessing of
faith, the gift of healing.
may receive faith to the discerning
of spirits ; they can discern the

or evil. hey have such ower,
that when a person enters this con-
gregation they can tell the spirit of
suc rsen; then they have re-
ceived the gift of discerning of
spirits. Some may receive the gift
of tongues that they will get up
and speak in tongues and speak in
many other languages beside their
mother tongue, the language that
they were brought up in, that they
were first taught, and be able to
proclaim the gospel of life and sal-
vation that all men could under-
stand it. These are the blessings;
but others might receive the gift of
prophecy, t up and prophecy
what is to befal this nation, what
will befal this or that individual,
and what will befal the diflerent

being probably |

Some |

spirit of a person,whether it is geod |

=

nations of the e , ete. Now,
after naming som@ of the bless-
ings, I want to come to something
else, and draw a line for the Latter-
day Saints to walk up to.

| the Bavior declared to us, that he

¥ | who comes to the same conclusion

Suppose that we hear the name of

is the Savior of the world, and by |
his death atoned for the sins of ev-
ery man, and we believe that this
is the fact; but instead of inquir-
ing, “Is there anything for me to
do? is there any labor for me to
perform?”?’ when we get home we
sing and we say,“I thank God, and
I am satisfied.”” When the elder
says, “You must be baptized for
the remission of sins,”and we say 0,
no, we have received the spirit of
truth, there is no need of baptism.
We have received all that is neces-
sary. The spirit of truth is given
to us; we acknowledge the Savior
and we rejoice in him, and we will
not be baptized for the remission of
sing,” are we entitled - to have
hands laid upon us for the reception
of the Holy Ghost? No; everyone
comes to this conclusion. Suppose
that we make our ourselves satis-
fied with what we have received,
and we can say that Jesus is the
Christ—“Yes, [ believe he is the
Christ; but I don’t see the use of
any of these ordinances,” are we
entitled to the Holy Ghost? No.
Are we entitled to faith to heal
the sick? No. Are we entitled to
receive the Hll)il."ite of prophecy? No.
Are we entitled to the gift ol kpeak-
ing inyor the gift of the interpreta-
tion of, tongues? No. Arewe en-
titled to the gift of the discerning
of spirits? No. Are we entitled
to any power or blessings that the
Lord has promised to his disciples:
that if anybody administered poi-
son to them, it should not harm
them, and if their pathway were
marked in the midst of serpents,
they could take up serpents and
they should not hurt them? Are we
entitled to this protection? What
is the answer of the Latter-day
Saints? My brethren and sisters,
answer this question in your
own minds. Are we entitled to the
blessings of the holy Gospel unless
we obey the ordinances thercof, and
all the commandments and Jaws
and requirements that are laid
down for us to obey? Now I know
that every Latter-day Saint will
come to the same conclusion thal
[ do—that if we did not obey, we
would not be entitled to any of
these - blessings from our Father.
There is not a Latter-day Saint but

as myself—that we would not
merit, we would not be entitled to,
we could not ¢laim at the band of
our God, those blessings that he
has promised through obedience to
his word. Could we be ealled the
people of God? We would be in the
Eg,t. of disobedience. We would
in the path that Jleads
to death. We would be in the
broad road that millions are walk-
ing in to death. Nowleveryone of
us comes to this conclusion.
This people I say are very tardy.
I will ask you a question and I will
let you answer it in your own
minds, for you know, and I am sat-

isfied that the answer | shall give
will satisfy tho Bainés{ &n Wwe

e —
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stand still, receive so mucin per-

and we will emerge into the full|taining to the Dblessings of the

Kingdom of God, receive s0 much
knowledge, just so mmuch wisdom,
just so mueh power, and then stop
and receive no more? How is this,
Latter-day Saints? Your answer
will be precisely like mine—I can
answer with you all. This people
must go forward, or they will go
backward. Will all answer this
question the same way? Will the
same conclusion be in the mind of

every Latter-day Saint, that this

work is a progressive work, this
doctrine thatis taught the Latter-
day Saints in its nature is exalting,
increasing, expanding and extenﬁ-
ing broader and broader until we
can know as we are known, see as
we are =een? 'That is the answer of
the Latter-day Sainte.

We will say we have received a
great deal; very much instruction
have we received. But there are keys
to open up other ordinances whichl
will mention. Do you recollect
that in about the year 1840-41
Joseph had a revelation concerning
the dead? He had been asked the
question a good many times:
“What is the condition of the dead,
those that Jived and died without
the gospel?”” It was a matter of in-
quiry with him. He considered
this question not only for himself,
but forthe brethren and the church.
““Whatis the condition of the dead?
What will be their fate? Is there
no way to-day by which they can
receive their blessings as there was
in the days of the apostles, and
when the gospel was preached upon
the earth in ancient days?” When
Joseph received the revelation that
we have in our possession concern-
ing the dead, the subject was open-
ed to him, not in full but in part,
and he kept on receiving. When heo
had first received the knowledge by
the spirit of revelation how the dead
could be officiated for, there are
brethren and sisters here, I can see

uite a number here who were in

‘auvoo, and you recollect that
when this doctrine was first reveal-
ed, and in hurrying in the adminis-
tration of baptism for the dead,
that sisters were baptized for their
male friends, were baptized for their
fathers, their grandfathers, their
mothers and their grandmothers,
&e. 1 just mention this so that you
will come to understanding, that
as we knew nothing about this
matter at first, the n!cf Saints recol-
lect, there was little by little given,
and the subject was made plain,but
little was given at once. C(Conse-
quently, in the first place people
were baptized for their friends and
no record was kept, Joseph after-
wards kept a record, &e. Then wo-
men were baptized for men and
men for women, &e. It would be
very strange, you know, to the eyes
of Lhe wise and they that under-
stood the things pertaining to eter-
nity, if we were called upon to
commence a work that we could
not finish. This, theiefore, was
regulated and all set in order; for it
was revealed that if a woman was
baptized for a man, she could not
be ordained for him, neither could
she be made an apostle or a patri-
arch for the man, consequently the
sisters are to be baptized for their
own sex only.

This doctrine of baptism for the
dead is a great doctrine, one of the
most glorious doctrines that was
ever revealed to the human family;
and there are light, power, glory,
honor and immo;tality in it. After
this dectrine was received, Joseph
received a revelation on celestial
marriage. You will recollect, breth-
ren and sisters, that it was in July,
15843, that he received this revela-
tion concerning celestial marriage.
This doetrine was explained and
many received it as far as they
could understand it. Some aposta-
tized on aceount of it; but others
did not, and received it in their
faith. This also is a great and noble
doctrine. I have not time to give

rou many items upon the subject:
ut there are a few hints that 1 can
throw in here that perhaps may bLe
interesting. As far as this pertains
to our natural lives here, there are
some who say it is very hard. They
gay, ““This is rather a hard business;
I don’t like my husband to take a

Jlurality of wives in the flesh.”

ust a few words upon this. We
would believe this doetrineentirely
different fiom what it is presented
to us if we fould do so. If we cbuld
make every man upon the earth
get him a wife, live righteously and
serve God, we would not be under
the necessity, perhaps, of taking
more than one wife. But they
will not do this: the peaple of (God,
therefore, have Leen commanded
to take more wives. The women

| dro ontifjed to salvation If théy




