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When I first met the train of hand carts my
+ soul was. full, the scene was overwhelming,

THE DESERET NEWS.

There must be a change in the way of the
gathering in order to save them from the eal-

our hearts were swollen, as br. Kimball said
till they felt as though they were as big as a ,
two bushel basket. Was it sorrow that pro- quire more gold than all the Saiuts
duced this? No, but joy; and why so? Be-|upon the earth to gather the Saints unto Zion
cause it looked as if the very flood-gates of from all nations in the way they have been
deliverance were opened, and as if we cuuld'%athering, but now the hand-cart operation
say to the starving millions ‘Come home tu!

Zion, and improve the opportunity that is now | b
open and renew your covenants, reform your-
selves in your lives and conduct.’

President Brigham Young has talked aboat | to
this plan for some time before it came before the
public; he has felt that an improvement and
change must take place in relation to the gath-
ering of the people as well as a reformmation of
life of all those wh» were gathered.

Whatever council the Presidency of this'operation with suceess, and had it not been so
church has been led fo give unto this people it | the devil wonld have gained a great wictory

amities and the scourges that are coming upon
the wicked nations of the earth. It would re-

heretofore.

out their plans and designs in gathering
people from the nations; they

possess | our actions and the

Why w Il we suffer oar hearts to be set upon
the things of the world when they should be upon.
the Lord and the building up of his kingdom?
~And as long as the augels are ready to write down

Spirit of God is taken away
from the nations of lll?ne earth, and they are filled

with wickedness and sbominations of every kind,
and the judgments of God are reudy to full upon

as been introduced to this people, it will |the eirth for+Hell hns enlarged herself and the
ring five here to where one has been brought pomp aud glory of the world will descend into it °

And where should men be awake if not here in

I rejoice in all those men who have stood up Zion?
their posts as men of God and defended the |
words of his servants, and assisted in carrying manuer betore our God that we will find no difli-

It is our duty, brethren, to live in that way and

fore.the Lord in our closets and live day by day

so that we can kuow what is right and what is

has been dictated by the spirit and power of | over the Sainis; they have conquered and this | wrong, and when th® Presidency givf us any in-
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God and our safrty and salvation lies in obey- | has been the case in every operation that we !struc

liou or charge, to live so that we will be

ing that council and putting it practice. We | as a people have taken inhand underthe direc- | ready to follow their connsel

should learn fo listen to the operation and!tion of the servants of God.
manifestation r § the Spirit of Truth. The moment that

When Prest. Young launched forth into the | operation in the kingdom of God that moment
wilderness, leading the pioneer cainp, to seck
a new location and home as a resting place for |
the Saints, there were many men that felt as| enterprize and are sent to the nations of the
through it was a wild s ecu]‘utiun, they thought | earth the devil will ba up against them. Louk
ut ! how he raged when the Prophet Joseph com-

it was taking a stand that was dangerous,
were they
feel so if they had not the Spirit of God, but|again when we went from this country
all those that were governed and controled by | Europe it seemed as if all hell was let loose.
the right spirit felt as he did and that God was | As soon as brs. Kimball and Hyde arrived in
leading him, and that he would lead the people | England all the devils in Earope, or in Eng-

right; and it is so with the hand-cart trains.
We should learn a lesson by this hani cart

cperation as we should by every other opera-

tion of the servants of God.

that have not the Spirit of God is a great mys-

tery and a strange work indeed, they do not

I know how it
locks to the Saints, but Mormenism to men

land at any rate, were let loose upon them, and
it was precisely the same in London when ghe
brethren went th®re, and I will say stiil fur-
ther it has been so in every place.

I thank God that those men that have been
- appointed to lead these hand carts have been
iled with the Holy Spirit and have had cour-

understand the ways or work of Godj it looks | age and faith to carry out the plan designed by
the servants of the Almighty. It is an omen

to them like leading the people to destruction, |
but in all cases where destruction comes in all | not only to the Jews, but to the gentiles; it
ages of the world it is where the councils of | shows them that there isa God in Israel whose
the Prophets of God are not fully carried out, | power and priesthood have heen committed
but where the people deviate in some measure | into the hands of men upon the earth, and their
from their council. And this was fully mani- | works cause ‘the wisdomn of the wise to perish
fest in the days of the ancieat prophets as well | and the understanding of the prudent to be
as in our day. - hids> and this power and principle is felt by

The word of the Lord and the words of his|the great and the mi%ht}’ among men.
servants have been proved many times and!| I feel thankful that the Lord has preserved
that before our eyes, our leaders were led by | our brethren the missionaries and that they
the Spirit of God, and I can bear testimony | have been permitted to return to our midst, and
that our Prophets and leaders have the Spirit |that we have the privilege of greeting them,
of the Lord, and they are clothed vpon with |and that we can rejoice together in the good-
the holy priesthood of God and all the powers | ness and mercy of God.
and keys thereof and with the holy anﬂitltinF,. I wish to say a few words to the elders. I
and are fully authorized and gualified to build | suppose we are all elders; do you teach your
up the kingdom of God upon the earth; they
are inspired by the very same spirit that the
ancients were; they want to build up the king-
dom of God, this is their object.

When I s¢w br. Ellsworth come into this
city covered with dust and drawing a hand
cart, I felt that he had gained ieater honor

families the ways of life and salvation?” Do
 yoa teach your wives and children the counsel
of God? We should impress upon the minds
of our children the evil consequences of com-
- mitting sin or breaking any of the laws of God,
they should be made to understand that by do-
ing wrong they will inherit sorrow and tribu-
lation which they ecan easily escape by doing
right, and Lheg' should learn this principle by
recept without learning sorrow™ and aflliction
y_experience from doing wrong. .

We as a people should be huamble, be prayer-
ful, be submissive to the powers that be that
we wmay receive the promised blessings of our
Heavenly Father.

I want now to say a few words upon the
subject of our reformation. The Presidency
have calied upon us to reform our ways, to re-
new onr covenants and commence to live the
lives of Saints. I take this liberty because I
have the opportunity of speaking”to you. I
say then that they have called upon us to put
on the whole armor, to reform our conduct.
Men having authority have called upon us to
forsake our wickedness and our follies, and 1
may here say that the Presidency have preach-
ed to the people in this Territory, not only for
the last month, but for the last year, and I'have
thought that it was a good deal like throwing
a ball against a rock, it did not penetrate but
bnundmfhack, but they have told us that we
were asleep as a people, and we have been
told of the condition that we areinby the
Prophets of God, and as br. Grant has said,
weé may take the church as a body with the

riesthood, with but few exceptions, and we

ave been asieep, What! should the apostles
of Jesus Christ go to sleep, men who ought to
have their mings u nothing else but the
things of the kingm of God? No, they
should net, they should not be asleep, but they
Irave not always felt as they should feel.

You may take the Twelve, and the Seventies
and High Priests, and all the other quorums,
except the First Presidency, and thev have been
more or less asleep. I believe the First Presi-
dency have been awake or they wouid not have
known that we were asleep, and they now
think that it is time for us to awake and arise
from our slumbers, and I feel so too.

I will tell yeu how Ifeel about ity men bear-
ing the priesthood of God. it is a solemn truth,
and you know it as well as I do, that almost
all the male members in this land bear the
holy priesthood ‘of the Most High, and yet at
the same time we have had more stealing, more
lying, more swearing in one year than there
should have been in a thousand; we have had
more stealing here in Utah than has been for
our credit, and when you have taken up that
you may aiso take up every other sin and pile
them up together and what is our condition be-
fore God? Why, we Lave violated our cove-
nants which we made at the waters of baptism.

than the richés of this world could bestow, and
he looked better to me than would have
done had he been clothed with.the most costly
apparel that human ingenuity can produce; he
looked better I sav to me than a man adorned
with jewels and finery of every description.
The honor any man can obtain by his faithfal-
ness in this cause and kingdom is worth far
more than all the honors and riches of the
world.

The elders of this church have been inspired
while on their missions abroad among the na-
tions of the earth; they have had the Spirit of
the Lord and they have borne it forth among
the people, and we can see the spirit by which
they have been governed in their works. 1
feel thankful that the Lord has heard our
l:-ra}‘ers 40 their behalf, for these men have|
een remembered; there has not been a prayer
offered up by a man er a woman in Israel-who
have enjoyed the Spirit of the Lord, but the
have offered their prayers and exercised their
faith in behalf of and in favor of those men;
they have prayed for the ‘hand-cart company’
that they might be strong and be able to per-
form their duties, and we have prayed that
they might be preserved from cholera, from
sickness and from the power of the destroyer,
and these prayers have ascended up on high
and entered into the ears of the God of Sab-
aaoth, and onr brethren have felt the power of
them; they felt as br. Ellsworth said he felt,
viz.: that they had the prayers and faith of
their friends in Zion.

Do I look upon thes2 brethren and sisters
that have come in with hand carts with any
less degree of respect than I should if they had l
come with horses, with dromedaries, with
mules and swift beasts? No, I donot; but I
feel that they have accomplished a good work
in thus ceming to Zion, in the way the Presi-
dencv have pointed ont.

I feel to rejoice also to see the Spirit and
power of God poured cuf so powerfully upon
the Presidency of the church and those who
have been faithful either at home or those wh
bave been on missions abroad. 5

The Presidencyv of the church are calling
upon us as a people to repent and put off our
sin®. It is right. it is just that we should
awake and reform for we have got to have the
same spirit; we have to wake up from the deep
sleep and slumbering condition in which we
find ourselves. We must arise to a sense of
our position and to understand the signs of the
tim=s, and become acquainted with what the
Lord requires at our hands.

I am satisfied and have been for some length | What is the use then of our saying that we
- of time that the Lord would open some way of | hfﬁ been righteous, that we have been holy
relief for the poor Saints; it would.require all | When we have actually been in a sound sleep,

when we have been so much out of the way?
[t is no use whatever for the time of sifting
and purifying the Saints has come,and for one
I am willing to put on the garment and keep it
an until we burn out all the evil that exists.

the Saints that are upon the earth with their
means—I was g““‘% to say that it would re-
quire all the means in the world to bring the
poor in the way they have been gathering.

you take inhand any new | ready

| will find that wherein they undertake any new |door, and 1 likewise

men of faith? They might well ! menced preaching upon this eontinent, and then | Lord

| has been wrong and for which we have been re-

1 beli=ve that the majority of the people are
to wuke up; I beheve that they alreudy be-
gin to feel the reformation spirit in them, and it

you have to renew your warfire, and the Saints | is certainly time for there are great events at our

feel that we will have as
mueh labor upon our hands as we will be uble to
perform; it is a great and importaut duv that we
live in, and when we look upon the work of the
as Elders, us High Priests, as Seventies,

to | aud as men shoald who bear the pricsthoed, we

should never be as'eep but be ever ready to do
the work of God and to build up his kingdom,
for the day has now come when we must avake
and become the friends of God; we must not al-
low anything to stand between us and our God
or we shall be eut off.

There has been a great deal among us which

l

proved, ana I will not hand the garments to my
neighbor but I will give every one their due and |
take that portion to myself which belongs to me.
It has been a custom at times when reproo’s have
been given andghe garment would fit a man'to
hand it to bis neighbor, but I kuow that but few
of us will escape.

I know that I can take tle reproof to myself,
and I cousider that it is one of the greatest vie-
tories for a man to gain, to learn how to control
himself. Show me a maa thut does coutrol him-
seli and [ will show you a safe man, or a man
that has prepared himself by this principle is on
the road to salvation. A man that is prepared to
lay ali that he hath upon the altar and his life

with it for the gospel’s sake and the kingdom of |

God, is in the right way, but the moment that
we teach a doctrine that we do not practise we
shiow our weakuness. The moment a man or a
woman becomes angry they show a great weak-
ness, und so with any of us when we do any-
thing wrong.

I 1eel, as Prest. Youne said, that our Fatlier in
heaven is touched with the feelings of our infir-
mities, and when [ have looked ut the maguitade
of the work and the nature of our priesthood,
and the authority and responsibility which rests
upon us and upon all the hosts of Israel, I have
‘elt oftentimes to mourn and weep over th» pas-
sions aud fuliies to which mun is subject in this
life. |

If men could see and understand their relation-
ship to God and the position they occupy, they
would not see one moment of their lives that they
would desire to do a wrong thiag, but they would
pursue a straightforwsrd course, they would aveid
all kingds of evil words and improper expressions.

What was iutended by the establishmeunt of the
gospel of Jesus Chrisi? Was it for men to be-
come darkened and'sleepy? No, for that mo-
meut we do we come uunder condemnation. I
say then that we have all been reproved by our
brethren. I speak of the reproofs given because
they have been among the things foremost before
our brethren who have presched to us for soine
thine past. i

I feel that this call of repantance and baptism
for the remission of our sins is an important oue,
and that we cannot sgain go to sleep with impu-
nity, and [ feel that innsmnch as we will walk in
the light, awaxkes from our siumber, repent of our
sins, we shall receive the blessings of the gospel
of Christrand all things that pertain to the king-
dom ef our God. _

These things that God hes given to us through
our Frophets will prove the savor of life unto life
or of death unto death,

When I was a boy there was an old man nsed
to visit at my father’s house; his name was
Robert Muson, and I heard teachings from him
from the time that [ was eight years old and up-
apwards, and they were teachings that | shall
ever remember, and he tavght my father’s house-
hold many important traths econeerning the

many things In relation to the prophets and the
things that were coming upon the earth, but his
teachings were not received but by few, they
were unpopular with the Christian world, but
nearly all that did receive his teachings have join-
ed the Latter Day Saiots. Prophetls were not
popular in that day any more than now, and |
have often thonght of many things which the, old
man taught me ia the days of my youtn since |
received the fulness of the gospel und brcame a
member of the Church of Christ. g

He ssid when yon read the Bible do you ever | ing, and at leng'h find himsell disappointed, and

think that what you read there is geing to be fu'-
filled? The teachers of the day, said he, spirita-
alize the Bible, but when you read i the Binle
about the dreams, visions. revelations and predic-
tions of Ezekisl, Isaiah, Jeremiah, or any other
of the prophets or apostles, relative to the gather-
ing of Israel and building wp Ziou, where they
say that Israel shall be gathered upon litters,
swift beas's and dromedaries, you may under-
stanc that it means just what if says and that it
will be falfilled upen the earth in the last days.
And when you read of men laying hands upon
the sick, and healing them aund casting out devils
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and working miracles in the name of Jesus Christ,
it means what it says, and he further said the
chureh of Christ and kingdom of God is not upon
the earth, but it has been taken from the children
of men through unbelief aud because they have
‘taken away from the gospel some of its most
sacred ordinances, and have instituted in their
stead forms and ceremonies without the power
of God, and have turned from the truth unto
fables, but said be, it will soon be restored again
unto the children of men unen the earth, with its
aucient gifls and power, for the Scriptures can-
not be fuifilled without it; but I shall not live to
see it, but said he to e you will live to see that

the culty in administering in any of the ordinances |day and you will become a counspicuous actor in
have been in-|of the kingdom of God; we should live so that
spired by the power of the great God,and they | the spirit and power o: the Holy Ghost will resi
have carried the words of his servants into ! down upon us; we should humble ourselves bo-

|

you see that day then

 that kingdom, and when
| i1e prophets have spokeun will be ful-

 that which
| filled,

Aud as br. Van Cott said about his fathers and
'grandfathers, that they did not join any church,
it wus 80 with me; I did not join any ehurch be-
lieving that the church of Chirist in its trae or-
ganization did not exist upon the earth, but when
the prineciples of the everlasting gospel were first
rruclnimed unto me, I believed it with all my
' heart and was baptized the first sermon 1 heard,
for the Spirit. of God bore testimony te me ia
| power that it was true. '

And I believe that I shoald never have joined
any chareh hud I not have heard some men
preach who had the holy priesthood, but when 1
heard the fulpess of the gospel I was greatly
blessed in receiving it and was filled with joy un-
'speakable, and I have never been sorry but I have
‘rejolced all the day long, and when I saw that
teain of hand earts 1 thought of the teaching and
words of the old prophet Mauson, for he came
the nearest fo being a true prophet of God in
his predictions and works of any man I ever saw
;; nti; I saw men adininistering in the holy priest-
ood.

He zalso cast out devils in the name of Jesus
Christ by the laying on of hands and prayer of
faith, but, said he, 1 have no right to administer
in the ordinances of the gospel, neither has any
man unless he receives it by revelation from God
out of heaven, as did the ancients. But if my
family or frieuds are sick T have the right to lay
hands upon them and pray for them in the nmme
of Jesus Christ, and if we can get faith to be
healed it is our privilege; and I will here say that
many were healed through his fuith and prayers
and that too within my knowledge, and when
that first hand-cart company came into the eity,
I indeed thought of the old prophet, for if they
did not eome with litters it was as near as possi-
ble to it, and I now believe that from this time
forth buand carts will be used more than horses,
mules and oxen.

I thank God that I have lived to sece this day
anc generation, and I pray God to bless you and
me that we may do cur duty in our families and
among our friends and in our weighborhoods, and
in every circumstance in which we are placed. I
abo feel thankful to see our brethren and sisters
coming in, and especially the missionaries, for
they have returned filled with the gifts and powers
of the Holy Ghost; it does my soul good and I
f-el to thank God for tliese things.

When 1 came iuto the Tabernacle and saw the
offerings that were made I felt shtisfied that there
was an improvement, and I will say here that
whenever the Prophets who lead us call upon us
we should be ready and on hand to take hold of
that whee! which he points to and pull, and when
we gel the spirit of oar calling and the power of
God upon us, the church and kingdom will grow.
As President Young said, the vuil will be rent,
and when the armies of Gog aud Mogog arise
I'.I'IE{‘ will say let us not go against Israel 1o battle
for her sons are terrible and we caunot stand.

If we as a people follow the council of the
Presidency of tisis ehurch, repent of our sivs,
wake up, co our daty. keep on the armer of
righteousuess, live our religion, aud are filled with
the Holy Ghost we shall soon see that sinners ia
Zion will tremble and fearfulness will surprize the
hypoerite.

I feel to bless you, brethren snd sisters, and
pray that we may do our duties in ull things aud
ever howor the priesthood, and at last be erowned
in the church and kingdom of God; I ask itsin
the name of Jesus Christ: Amen. -
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[From Thue Flag of our Unien.]

‘Let Well Enough Alone.'—A Skstch
for Young Men. |

BY SYLVANCS €OBB, JR.

Ouae of the greatest evils incidnt to the young
mechanics and busivess workmen of our rountry
is that of frequent change of place aud employ-
ment. This characteristic is peculiar to Yankees,

church and kingdom of God, and told them | they szem content ouly while on the move. This

would be well enough' if the movement were
always enward.

Butitisnotso. The young man who contracts
the habit of often changing his business 1s apt to
gain uothing in theend. Notonly does ‘a rolling
stone gather 1.0 moss,” but in time it must Jose
much ‘of i's own substance. And so it is with
the rolling portion of our younth—they not only
gather o golden moss, but they generally lose
some of tiwir previcus gatherings.

Le:ta young man gain a good place for employ=
mant, and by-und-by leave it for one more fl itters

he will be auxious for another change, By the
time he has made three or four changes he will be
sure to remain uneasy all the time.

- Letus not be understood as objecting to all
change in this respect. There must be many
circumstauees under whieh business changes are
necessary. A young man must alwavs look out
for that sitaation whieh is the most sure, and at
the same time most profitable. But the danger

is, in allowing fancy to be dazzled b

y every temp-
ting offer that ¢ ymes up, without due exercise of
the judgment

A simple nar;utive of reul life will
explain our meapiug.




