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tors came from scandinavia to england
chev emigrated to america about 1636
in the little ship mary anne and the
first thurstonsThurs tons landed at newburyport
some of the family took part in the
revolutionary war and they were I1 be-
lieve very respectable people bytheby the
time my father appeared on the scene
they had drifted as far west as vermont
and it was in that state that I1 was born

what did your father do senator
I1 asked

he was a farmerfanner as his father and
grandfather hadbad been before him there
were in fact seven generations otof
farmers in my line belorebefore my latherfather tried
to make a living out of the poor land on
the vermont mountains fmee added
however the tanning of leather to the
tilling of the soil and in time he saved
a few thousand dollars this he took
with him and went west to invest it in
real estate and to grow up with the
country I1 was just seven years old at
the time we left vermontvernjont we first
settled at madison wiswig and thence
went to beaver dam where by a series
of unsuccessful investments my father
lost all he hadbad

where did you go to school sena-
tor

1 I had a bard timetotime to getanget an aduca
t tion replied senator thurston 1 I

went to the common schools at madison
and beaver dam and afterward worked
my way through a small college in
wisconsin the most of my schooling

i was during the spring and fall my
summers and winters were devoted to
work

what kind of work senator
all kinds was the reply 1 I did

anything I1 could get to do I1 worked
with my father on the farm and I1 re-
member I1 once made a lot otof money
making a fence I1 got twelve cents a
rod and I1 have made as high as forty
rods a day which any fence maker will
tell you is pretty good work the fence
was of boards the posts had to be
sunken in the ground and four boards
nailed on to them and another board on
top the posts must be of an even
length and most of them had to be saw-
ed off after they were set I1 made con-
siderablesiderable in this way but the chief part
of my income came from hunting and
fishing which I1 carried on in the win
ter

how could you fish in the winter I1
asked

we fished through the ice 1I was the
reply there is a large lake near the
own of beaver dam and at the time I1
lived there this was full otof fish hun-
dreds of tons were caught every winter
and I1 remember one winter when I1
shipped lobiob tons of fish myself I1
caught a great many of these and bought
others and I1 made that winter just
about i have you ever seen how
they fish through thetheaceice

no said 1I how did you do it
weare built little houses on the ice

replied the senator each of these
houses was just about four and a had
feet square and five feet high they
were entirely closed and had door but
no windows in the back of the house
there was a little sheet iron stove the
ppepipe of which went out 0of the top and
which kept us warm we would cut a
hole in the ice in troutfront of the stove and
owing to the comparative darkness were
able to look down into it and see the
fish as they swam about beneath we
used decoy baits of wood with tin

wings fixed to them these were so
fastened to the line that they twisted and
turned as we pulled at it the fish
would nose about the bait and we
would catch them by driving spears into
them our best fish were pickerel and
those we caught weighed all the waway
from two and one halfhad to twenty bivyfive
pounds when the weather was warm
we often cut holes in the ice outside the
houses and fished with genuine bait

you spoke about hunting sena-
tor

1 I should have said trapping was
the reply this lake at beahrbeaver dam
was surrounded by marshes and these
were the natural homes otof muskrats
and minks I1 used to set traps about
the edge of the lake and I1 would visit
them every morning to see what I1 hadbad
caught I1 had as many as forty traps
some winters and have many times
caught twenty rats in a single morning
when the ice was good I1 could skate
around from one trap to another and
visit all of thymy traps before breakfast

was there much money in it
yes replied the united states sena-

tor there waswar a good deal in it for a
boy I1 used to get forty cents for a
muskrat skin and a haul of twenty
spins meant fa8 to me

how did you come to study law
1 I cant tell that replied senator

thurston when I1 was quite a small
boy I1 said I1 was bound to be two things
one was to be a lawyer and the other
was to go0 to the united states senate
I1 suppose my father put the law idea
into my headbead at least I1 studied law as
soon as I1 got out of school and I1 was ad-
mitted to practice at beaver dam

do you remember your first case
senatoryes was the reply it was a jus-
tice of thee peace case A man had been
arrested for whipping a boy the pros-
ecuting attorney was called away and he
asked me to try it when the town
learned that I1 was to plead the case
they crowded about the office the
justice complimented me on my speech
but he gave the verdict to the other side
this was so with nearly all the cases of
my earlier practice I1 did not seem to
succeed and it was a long time before I1
made anything to speak of

how did you happen to go to
omaha1 I wanted to find a new city and grow
up with it replied senator thurston
1 I took a map of the united states and
studied the towns of the west wavering
a long time between omaha and kakansasas
city omaha had then I1 people
and I1 finally chose it

how much money had you when
Yyouon got there

just forty dollars which I1 had made
cradling wheat

I1 that was not much to start out life
with was it senator said 1I

it seemed a great deal then re-
plied the man who is now getting more
than four hundred dollars a month from
uncle sam it was more than my
partner had and hebe by the way had
gotten married and brought his wife
with him using the journey as a wedding
t tpip

pa

how did you spend your forty dol-
lars

therhe most of it went into fumfurnitureiture
and food my partpirtparterer and his wife had
nothing and as I1 boarded with them mymy
money had to supplysupple the kitchen WJwe
waited for iomesome time expecting to get

gacpracticetice and finally matters became so
desperate that my partner had to send
his wife back to beaver dam widaid he
left omaha and went further west he
stopped in denver and he is now a very
successful lawyer there I1 stayed in
omaha

but how did you get along
oh I1 managed to make a little now

and then replied senator thurston
1 I had an office with another firm and
they gave me a little ante room which I1
used for my private office and sleeping
room I1 brought a buffalo robe and a
quilt with me and I1 made up a bed orbon
the floor I1 had to try all sorts of shifts
to get along and one time I1 remember
when the financial skies were very black
I1 bought a box of crackers at wholesale
and lived on them until the silver lining
came out from behind the clouds thisig
silver lining usually appeared in the
shape of a five dollar teefee which some-
times lasted me torfor weeks after a
timelime however I1 did better my practice
gradually grew and I1 had all that I1
could do I1 then became the counsel of
the union pacific railroad which I1 heldbold
until after my election to the senate

senator you have been a successful
lawyer do you think the chances for
making a success at the law are as good
today as they have been in the pastyes the field is a large one and
there will be always room tor the right
men

will you drop your practice now
that you are in the senate

to a large extent yes was the re-
ply 1 I have resigned from the union
pacific though in doing so it is with the
statement that there would be no impro-
priety inin my continuing my connection
with it excepting the need of mv time
for my public duties the union pacific
railroad is in the handsbands of receivers
which were appointed almost didirectly by
president cleveland and secretary ol-
ney in acting for it I1 would be acting
for the united states

tell me something about your work
in the united states senate mr thurs-
ton along what lines do you propose
to move

1 I cant say as to that was the reply
1 I shall probably not make any

speeches for some time the position
isis a new one to me and without there
is some special demand for it I1 do not
expect to push myself forward

how about the silver sentiment of
the wet senator how do the people
feel in nebraska

the best sentiment in nebraska
replied senator thurston is in favor
of some sort of bibimetallismm which will
not unsettle valuesvalue nor impair the rela-
tions of the two metals I1 dont think
our people want free coinage though
they would be glad to see any legislationlegisla tiou
enacted which would produce a larger
use of silver upon tha proper basis

how about venezuela Pl

1I have not studied the question suffi-
ciently to express an opinion was the
reply we people in nebraska have a
very hazy idea of the situation we
have notnor as a general thing a definite
idea of just what the monroe doctrine is
but I1 believe the people of this country
are ready to stand by the monroe doc-
trine and to say that they will fight for
their rights concerning impit

how about a war eq pd
there is no danger ot atrillQZirandengland

cannot afford to risk a waTHtoass bua
remembers the damage wmamid id to
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