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ANarv EPISTLE FROMerom TIIETHE FIRST
presidency

to fhe and azmembers of the

chroncistcisiI1 kJof
0 ir asalof latter

day saints
llaila BRETHRENtandrandAND AS the

timotimee fonfog holding bairour semiannualsemiseini annual con-
k againazain comecodecome around and we

are still prevented from addressing the
saints in public we deem it proper to
take this method of communicating

with you that you may know the coun-
sel we have to give and that we are not
neglectful of the duties which devolve
u thefirst presidency of the
churchft As all the saints doubtless under-
stand there no cessation since

nwe last wrote in the work otof persecu-
tion it rages if anything more fierce-
ly than ever under cover of what is
called the edmunds lawflaw the most
outrageous acts of oppression are beibelbeingng
perpetrated against the latterlatier day
saints the avowal has been openly

imadeade that this law was expressly de-
signed forjoror the destruction ofof a principle
off our religion and in this spirit all
the prosecutions have been conducted
thus far no criminal however guilty
who has not been a mormon has
been punished under it acts of the
most sickening depravity have been
committed by non mormonscormons within
easy reach of its arm but have scarce

ihlyI1 had a passing notice while it Is
4i aalsoaisolisoilso worthy of note that up to the

presentresent writing out af all who have
ti reenbeen accused and brought beffre the

1districtDfstrict court onionlyonis one mormon has
been acquitted thethe man acquitted
we understand was charged with being
the husband of a womanwomanonuonon the ground
that he hadbad camped in his wagon in a

tentteartenteatiacreacre lot in which her residence
stood and hadbad carried somesomo chickens
for her to market

one ot the most remarkable features
connected with the administration of
this law is the extraordinary rulings
which are made in its enforcement
the judge who presides in the second
judicial INdistrictstrict in the recent trial of

taa case of unlawful cohabitation gave
instructions to ththeejuryjury at the request
of the defdefenseengeeuge several accused per-
sons wouldbould have been cleared in the
third judicial district had the juries
whichwhish rendered verdicts in their cases
been similarly instructed they are as
follows

1 prior to the act of march 18821883 co-
habitation with more than one woman was
not unlawful

3 if you lind from the evidence that the
d defendant since the passage of the ed-

munds act marchmaich 1882 and within the
dameg named in the indictment has not held
out to the world introduced or announced
lnorelaore than one of the women named in the
indictment asag his wife you should acquit
the defendant

3 it is not necessary that the parties to
a polygamous marriage or who have lived
in the practice of cohabiting with two or
moreinore women should divorce themselves in
order to entitle theinthem to the presumption of
innocence of cohabitation after the passage
of the law

4 ai all children efof polygamous mar
biages begotten before march and2nd2 1882 are
legitimate dand no cohabitation before that
date wasw as unlawful no criminating infer-
ence can be drawn by the jury from the de-
fendantsrendfendants later acknowledgments of his pa-
ternity of suchbuch children by the women men
tinned in the indictment nonnor from later
recognition of such women as their
inotmothershersherg and as women whom he had be-
fore baijsaidsald date taken into thetho polygamous
relation with lummm
ft 6 the lawlair presumes innocence and
therefore that all persons who were co-
habitinghabiting when the edmunds act took effect
contrarynt to the provisions of that act then
ceased to do so

8 the I1lawadv presumes all persopersons charged
with a criminal offense to be innocent until
theahe presumption Is overcome by proof
therefore it presumes that all persons who
werevere living with more than orteone woman as
wives prior to march 2 1882 have since
that date ceased to rso live and cohabit

9 it you find from the evidence that de-
fendant had children ly the women named
inthelathein the indictment priorfrior to march 2ad iss1882

then the defendant had a right to visit his
children and support them and make ar-
rangementsrange ments asag to their welfare ilehe had a
right also to assistas sit their mothers in their
supportUpport wandtand fortor such a purpose could visit
the hosehouse where they and their mothers
live ilelie could furnish them a home hebe
could visit the mother the same as if they
had been divorced or as it no such previous
relations had existed between them but le
shouldrouldfit not associate withw ith her as a husband
associates with his wife

dudo we say too much if nvwee state that
here are those now undergoingpunish-

ment in the penitentiary in the society
of thieves and murderers who would
be as free as the prosecuting bofflofficersers
themselves had the law been construed
by the leleailegallealal canons applied to other
laws anaand according TO the instruc-
tions given above

the practice in these attacks upon us
has not been to presume the accused
innocent until proved guilty but

lewbewview him aas undoubtedly guilty because
accused and thetile rulings of the court
inn several instances have been made to
secure conviction where ulcthe evidence
was open to question the extraordi-
narynary ruling coilcorlconcerning holding out
Iss one in pointjoint notwithstanding zethe
ededmundsm u ads taw specifies that the penalty
for unlawfulwfua cohabitation shall not be
more than six months imprisonment
and three hundred dollars tineflue the
notorious ruling from the same bbenchelichrich
concerning the number of indictments
which can be found againstagainst a person
accused of unlawful cohabitation
states that he not only callcau be indicted
once for the whole period since the
passage of thetile law but an indictment
can be found for every week of that
time so that it found guilty in this
manner a mans punishment would
aggregate an imprisonment of 9924 years
and fines to the amount of 55 aw

still more extraordinary is the ruling
of another judge who not to be out
done in his zeal sayasays that an indict-
ment can be found for this charge
against a man for every bayor other dis-
tinct interval of time since the enact-
ment of the law 1 As about 12921293112 days have
passed since then a man found guilty
callcan be incarcerated in prison for gig
years and made pay fines to the amount
of comment upon this ab-
surdity is unnecessary

before the edmunds bill became
lawiw and while on its passage it was
claimed that its provisions were of
general application and in the interests
of morality and not as we asserted
a measure directly aimed at rt legious
libertilbertlibertyyandand for purposes of persecu-
tion but titimemellasilaslias fully revealed its
true character stripped of all dis-
guise it stands out now in all its hide-
ousness

hide-
ousousnessloess the most shocking immo-
rality flourishes in its presence and
thrives ununderder the very eyes of its ad-
ministrators all forms of vice it not
directly encouraged by those whovilo are
charged with the duty of administering
the edmunds law are at least viewed
by them with indifference they ap-
pear to have no care as to the mostnargarflagrantgrant sexual crimes itif they are only
committed by nonnoi II or out-
side of the pale of matrimony 11mor
mons also under the present admin-
istration of the law may do what tthey11 eY

pleaspleasee with womenromen be guilty of the
foulestoueeue t injustice to them and their off-
spring if they will only disown them
as wives the war is openly and yitpit

made upon our rellrelireligion1011
to induce men to repudiate that to
violate its precepts and to break its
solemn covenants every encourage-
ment is given tiiethe man who agrees to
discard his wife or sand to tram-
ple upon the most sacred obligations
which human beings can enter into
escapes imprisonment and is ap-
plaudedplauded while the man who will not
make this compact of dishonor who
will not admit that his past life has
been a fraud and a lieile who will not
say to the world 1I intended to de-
ceive mv god my brethren and my
wives bby making covenants I1 did not
expect to keep 17 is besides being pun-
ished to the full extent of the law
compelled to endure the reproaches
taunts and insults of a brutal judge

notwithstanding all these crueltiescruelties
are practiced against oswe do not feel
that as latter day saints we should
mourn because ofof them we should
mourn because of our weaknesses
follies and sins and repent of them
but to be persecuted to be discrimin-
ated against to be separated from tthehe
rest of the world to be imprisoned and
abused are not causes of sorrow to true
saints they are causes of rejoicing
if in the great hereafter we expect to
be admitted to the society of the dpnan of
god our redeemer to the society
of prophets and apostles and holy
men and women ought we not to
be wilwllwillingng to endure ibethe tribula-
tions which they received so joy-
fully where is the prophet or
apostle who did not endure persecu-
tion whose liberty and life were not in
almost constant jeopardy they did
not havellave an Eedmunds lawlair perhaps
enforced against them but they had
laws which emanated croulfrom the same
source with few exceptions they
were all punished deprived of liberty
and of lift- in the sacred name of law
even the holiesthollest neinbern that ever trod
thenhe earth the greatireat Peredeemerdeemer of man-
kind himself was crucified between
two thieves to satisfy jewish law

there has probably never been a time
in the history of mankind when those
whom we now revere as martyrs and
whose sacrifices adorn and glorify our
humanity and lift it nearer to godfgodigod
could not by being recreant to thethem

truthruth entrusted to them have escaped
thehe fatelate which made them so admirable

to0 o the generations which followed
them tiiethe savior himself had it in his
power to compromise with his enemies
audand escape the cruel andaad ignominious
death inflicted upon him abraham
might have bowed to the gods of his
idolatrousdoldoi father and needed no angel

to rescue him from his impending
doomdoorn daniel and his three brethren
also might have submitted to the de-
cree and law of the ruling powers un-
der which they lived and escaped the
fiery furnace and the den ot lions
their refusals to obey the decree andaud
lawaw doubtless appeared to those who
had not the knowledge of god which
ahey possessed as acts of wicked ob
stinancy that should be summarily
punishedaunitunished but had they to escape the
threatened penalty obeyed these edicts

would have lost the benefit
of theirtheli example and the great god
would not have been glorified before
their contemporaries taM up9 wasw hyby
their acts instead of heirtheir names be
ing as now radiant with light and re-
splendentdent with heroism they would
had they reached us been covered with

odium andani been mentioned in the same
category with the flewsjews concerning
whom the jeremiah saldsaid
they bendbelld their tongues like their

bow lonlor liesllesliesbetbut they grearew e not valiant for
the trusorustruth upon the earth for they pro-
ceed from evil to evil and they know
not me saithgaith the lord I1

wellweil meaning friends of ours have
said that our refusal to renounce tilethe
principle of celestial marriage invites
destruction they warn us and im-
ploregioreglore us to yield they appeal to every
humanuman interest and adjure us to bow to
a law which Is admitted on all hands to
have deenbeen framed expressly fforor the de-
structionst of the principle which we are
called upon to i rejectejects they say it is
madress to resist will of so over-
whelmingwhelming a majority they say they
see the gathering clouds that they hear
the premonitory mutteringsmuttenrings of the re
listlessless tempest which is about to
break in destructive ffuryury upon our
heads and they call upon us to avert
its wrath by timely submission but
they perceive not the hand of anat
being who controlscontiois all storms whose
voice the tempest obeys at whose flat
thrones and empires are thrown down

the almighty god lord of heaven
and earth who has made promises to
us and who has never failed to ffulfilfulfill all
his words

we did not reveal celestial marriagewe cannot withdraw or renounce itgod revealed it and ilehe has promised
to maintain it and to bless those who
obey it whatever fate then may
threaten us there is but one course
for men of god to take that isto keep
inviolate the holy covenants they have
made inth the presence 0of god and an-
gels for the remainder Niwhetherhecher it
be life or death ffreedom or imprison-
ment prosperity or adversity we must
trust in god we may say however
if any man or woman expects to enter
into the celestial kingdom of our god
without making sacrifices and withoutA
being tested to the vervvery uttermost they
have not understood thethile GospelGosp elIfeilflf there
is a weak spot in our eor if there
is a that can be made to quiver or
to shrink wew e may rest assured that it
will be tested our own weaknesses
willv illlii be brought fully to light and in
seekbeekseeking for help the strengthstrength of our
god wiwillI1 also be made manifest to us
the latter day saints have been
taught this from the beginning such
acensceneses as we now witness in these
mountains and hear about in lands
where the elders are preaching the
gospel ought not to be a surprise to us
the prophets and apostlesapost es and elders
of this dispensation would be falbefalse
prophets and apostles and elders if
these events did not take place for
they have predicted them andana warned
the people unceasingly concerconcerningnini
them

speaking concerning laithe bordin
a revelation given through the prophet
joseph anaugust0oustgust ath 1833 says

4 and now verily I1 saysiysly untounto you cor
berning the lawslaw s of the land1 undind it is mmyT willliiillthat my people should observe to10 do all
things v whatsoever I1 command them

5 and that law of the land whickwhich is con-
stitutional supporting that principle of
freedom in maintaining rights and privi-
legesle es belongs to ullall mankind and is justinn
ableabie before me

6 therefore 1I the lord justify you and
your brethren of my church in befriending
that law whichH aich is the constitutional law of
thelandthe land

7 and as to law of man what
boever is more or lesless than theetheme cometh of
evil

8 1I the lord god makemate you free there-
fore ye50 areaie freetree indeed and the law alsoalo
mabeth you free

9 nevertheless when the wicked ruleruie the
people mourn

10 VVwhereforehereforeforc honest men and wise men
should be oughtnought fortor diligently and good
men and wise menwen ye should observe to up
holdbold otherwise whatsoever is less than
these cometh of evil I1

U11 and I1 givediv e unto youou ait commandment
that yoe diallsimi forsake all evil and ecleav e ui to
all good that yea shall livelira by everyverye wordwoid
which th forth out of thetho mouth ofgod

U12 for he will givegh e unto the faithful line
upon line preceptpi crept upon precept and I1 will
try youyonou and prove you herewith

13 and v hoso labeth down hrshis life in my
causecansecaueau e formyfor my ananies bakeeake shall find italinapinagain even life eternal

14 therefore be not afraid of your ene-
mies for I1 have decreed in my heart saith
the lord that I1 wilwillI1 prove you in all things
whether yon will abide in my covenant even
unto deathdeathat hat you may be found vv worthyorthy

15 for itif ye willivill not abide in my covecovcoy e
nant ye are notfiot worthy of me

fifty two years have passed since
this wagwas givenkiven to the church and we
areure now witnessing its fulfillmentfulfilment the
saints are required to do whatsoever
thefordthe lord comPomcommandsmandsmauds them to live by
every wordvv ord which edeth forth out
of the monthmouth of god they are also
instructed to befriend every constitu-
tional law pfaf the land for such laws
support the principle of freedom they
maintain rigrightsts and privileges this
as a people we have striven ta do from
the beginning of our organization we
have ever been a law abiding peopeopleale
birnes without number we navehave suf-
fered the most grievous wrongs with-
out resenting them we ilaehaveliae ever
thought it better to suffer wrong than
to do wrong

such was the case when we suffered
expatriation from the state of mis-
souri we were robbed and pillapillagedd
despoiled and persecuted yet we IChad
no idea of retaliating on account of
these wrongs upon the government
and its institutions which to us are
sacredsacr edtert the same loyal spirit animated
us when we were beset by blood-
thirsty mobs in illinois one of whichw aich
murdered joseph smith our prophet
and hyrum smith the patriarch while
they were under the pledgedprotection
of the state given through the gov-
ernor onoil the same occasion one of
signers of this address was also
brought to the gate of death by being

shot by the same bandbaud of assassins
when driven iromfrom the homes we had
established in illinois vcwe haihad no
disposition to hold the nation
itat largolarga nor the government
of onourr beloved country responsible for
those inhuman deeds nor to allow the
spirit of vengeance to rankle in our
heartslietiearts we took the first opportunity
to exhibit the spirit of true patriotism
while undergoing great hardship on
account of being subjected to a com-
pulsory exodus when called upon0 by
the government to furnish a body0d of
men to take part in the war with
mexico of the flower of our camp
responded with alacrity and in ac-
cordancecordance with the call of our country
traversed the great american desert
Ppenetratedabed to mexico and com-
pletedP an arduous and hazardous
campaign and journey to californiayou have no doubt freaa through the
papers an account of thetile terrible af
sairfaircaperslir which recently occurred at rock
springs in wyoming territory we
could not help feeling a little anxiety
lest some ol01 our people should have
been connected with that bloddy riot
and immediately requested brother
cluff president of summit stake to
inquire into the matlermauer so far as we
have obtained information to the pres-
ent however we findflud that not more
than one has been in any way mixed up
with that matter and he a person ot0
doubtful standing we are pleased to
learn of this because we cannot as-
sociate with anany deeds so revolting
and inhuman and we take this oppor-
tunity to express our opinion on this
subject to the saints A great number
of secret societies are being formed
with which we cannot affiliate such
organizations are generally inimical to
law to good order and in many in-
stances subversive of the rights of
manmail we cannot amahamalgamatedamate with
them they are very distinctly spoken
against jn the book of mormon as
among thehe calamities which should af-
flict tiiethe people

we are expressly commanded and it
becomes our duty to upholdu holdhoid and sus-
tain every law of the langland which is con-
stitutional we have always had a strong
desire to obey such laws and to place
ourselves in harmony with all the in-
stitutions of the country

we repeat that we desire that all
men should be aware of the fact that
we havebave been thetile upholders of the
constitution and laws enacted in pur-
suance of that sacred instrumentwe still entertain the same patriotic
disposition and propose to continue
acting in conformity divitti it to the last
Zieitherneither have we any desire to come in
active conflict even with statutes that
we deem opposed to the constitution
both in letter and spirit whatever
OPPoppositionposition has been offered in that line
has been only of such a character as
is justified bybk the usages and cus-
toms of this and all other civilized
countries and such as the laws and in-
stitutions of this nation provide nonorr
havehaveN we the least desire to shun the
consequences 0off our acts in their rela-
tionshiptionship to the laws to which we refer
providing there were any assurance
that oarour cases would be submitted to a
fair and just adjudication events of
the past few months givelveive no roundground
for hope that suchsuch tretreatmentadment
Wwouldouid be accorded it must be con-
tended

con-w
however that as stated else-

where connected with thethithis5
to have our conduct passed upon asprovidprovideddid by law administered in the
genius of justice there never can be
any hope of our yielding up under any
circumstances a principle of consci-
entious or religious convictconvictionlouiioui werewert
we to make such a surrender our con-
duct in that respect would not be in
harmony with tilethe guarantiesguaranteesguaran ties of the
constitution which we aregre in duty
bound to uphold

in order to place our people at a dis-
advantage and to crush out their re-
ligious11 iouslous system thetile constitution has
been violated in a numnumberberofof ways itdoesdocs not require tinyany depth of legal
learning to understand what is luewluemmeantit
by a religiouslousious test which is forbidden
bvby thethel supreme lawlair of the landyet laws have deenneen passed applicable
to a wide section of this northwestern
country disisfrafranchisingnc sing and inflicting
total politicalolitipa I1 disabilityd isa clity upon our peo-
ple without reregardar to their acts the
0offenseense for whichwhic tthisis restriction hahass
been prescribed is simply religiousUs be-
lief and the means of application Is a
religious test it is consequently un-
constitutional upon its face this and
other laws notably ththe edmundseEdmunds act
inflict disabilities upon those of our
people who arearc not in any way asso-
ciated by their acts with polypolygamyamy
thus probably about nine tenths
of our community are punished
for alleged offoffensesengesenies for which
they are in no way responsible
and in which they have taken no part
surely no person who is unbiased that
gives this subject even the most casual
attention can characterize such treat-
ment as other than flagrantly unjust

it has been estimated that out of a
community of about people
more or less from loom to are
identified with polygamy when the
edmunds act was passed this small
minority who were deprived by it of
the right to vote or hold office volun-
tarily without the application of
coercion withdrew from those priv-
ileges notwithstanding the high esti-
mate they placed upon them it may
well bebaskedgushed wherein is the justice ofrheahe bulk of the people at a dis
advantage as well seeingseem they havehate
done nothing to furnish an excuse for
such treatment granting thattuat the
small minority connected with polyg-
amy are crimcriminals1finals before the law
what justification is there ouon that ac-
count for punishing as the edmunds
and other acts do the overwhelmingn

majority if such doings were pe-
rpetratedpetrated in any other connection they
would be unsparingly danoudenouncednceneed as
oppressive and tyrannical in tilethe most
extreme degree if one portion of acommunity are designated as clcriminal
koholdto holdhoid theotherthe other and much the greater
portion responsible forlor such a cond-
ition is not only unjust but decidedly
absurd

statements upon this subject have
been made to tilethe chief executeexecutiveI1ve 0off
the nation in the form of a protest and
petition for redress of grievances
knowing that misrepresentations have
taken the place of impartial scrutiny
of the question with which the latter
day saints are associated the conse-
quences being a general misapprehen-
sion of the community and their ataf-
fairs we presumed that mrair cleveland
was not acquainted with the real situa-
tion an opportunity was thus sought
to acquaint him with the facts the
very reasonable desire was expressed
in this connection that a commission
of inquiry be appointed that the truth
might appear and be given to the na-
tion was it too much to expect that
this action supported by a represen
tation of people would meet
with some favorable response which
thus far has not however been madeiyet it would be unfair to attribute the
delay off the president either to indal
ferenceferenceoraor a dispositiondispo to refuse to
accord justice to a people whose liber-
ties are being trampled upon to an ex-
tent that is almost past human endur-
ance it is still hoped that behe willwib
take some consistent and humane
action in the premises in alluding to
the delay in granting a response to the
representations mademaj to the president
we must not forget the extensive andanaaniand
arduous characcharacterter oiof the duties de-
volvingbolvin upon him as the head of the
administration of a great government
we mentionmeation this thalthatt you gaymay not be
disposed to be too censorious in re-
gard to the actions of men in high
places who have the power to redress
our grievances and even when wiwt
feelfeet that wenye are wronged it is proper
for us to foliofollowiv the example 0of our
lord and master and hayfeay eatherrather
forgive them they know not what they
do

referring oncecie more to the situation
in a more local sensesee we are not obli-
vious to the anoanomalousbeea 1 0 position in
which the federal judicijudicialpl officers are
placed in dealing with a subject which
appears to occupypy a large share ot
popular attention while ititisis impos-
sible for them to escape pro-
nounced exceptions being taken to
their official course on accousot its harshness undueunlue rfrigorig0r aana
unjust discrimination iniii adminis-
tering the laws they are entitled to
some consideration justified by well
understood circumstances the latter day saints are the objects of popu-
lar obloquy their institutions appear
to be greatly disliked the officers are
doubtless influenced by the general
clamor for the application pi heroic
treatment to the saints they them-
selves have doubtless been influenced
to some decreedesree by personal prejudices
and their official conduct by these co-
nditionsoltditionslons is thrown out of balance
while their cou- secourse cannot be sustained
in thetile light otof fair alallowancelawanceshould be made on account of the lislu
ability of the human mind to be warped
by influences in conflict with the priaprid
cicaplesPIes which should universally
in courts of law and presumed justice
neither would it be justifiable oilon the
part of the saints to entertain toward
them on account of their departures
from their proper linehue of duty any ran-
corous or vengeful feeling A spirit
of that character is not in unity with
the genius of thetho gospel of peace all
men are inja the handsbands of a just god
whose mighty penetrating power is
capable oiof analyzing all thetile motives
which prompt humahuman action and heile
can and will deal with us and them and
all men according to the principles tlof
eternal justiceupaupwardsards of forty years ago the lord
revealed to his churchChulch the principleprincipledof
celeel estial marriage theable idea of marry-
ingilllii more wives than one was as43
naturally abhorent to the leading medmet
and women of the charchchurchch arch at that day
as it could be to any people theshrank with dread from the wrewrt
thought of entering into such relation
shsnipsips but the colncoincomandminand of god was
before them in language which cono faith-
ful soul dard disobey

jeorjeonfor behold I1 reveal unto youyon a
new and an everlasting covenant and4
if ye abide not that covenantcovenarit thenthell are
ye damned lorfor no one can reject thithis
covenant and be permitted enter
into my glory
and as pertaining to the new andgend eve-rlasting covecovenant it was instituted for
the of my glory and he thit
receiveth a falness thereof must and
shall abide the law or he shall beba
damned saithaithalth the lord god

damnationdamnatlon was the awful penaltybenaltaffixed to a refusal to obey this lawlaffit became an acknowledged doctrinedoctrintriaof the church it was indissolublyindissoluble in-
terwoventerwoven in the minds of its membermembers
with their hopes of0 eternal salvationand exaltation in the presence of godgoa
for nearly twenty years this continued
to be oureur faith andaud practice thenthealawkawwaswas etzezzenactedacted against it anothertwenty years elapsed and abeike ed-
munds law was passed nearly fortyfortyears had thus elapsed from tilethe firstfirss
revelation of this doctrine during
which period thousands had lived and
died firmly believing and solemnsolemnly17
testifying that it was divine at great
sacrsacrificeitIce they had obeyed it and based
their hopes of eternal felicity upon the
promises which the revelation con-
tained they never dreamed that they
had not a constitutional rightri ht to obey
god especially when in obeying him


