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at the doors, verlly I say unto you
this geuerntion shall not pass, tii)
ab ulﬁi'_u ll'luga gy FasdFillead "
The rendering of this 24th chap-
ter of Matithew is somewhat imper-
foct In Ting James® trsnslation:
the evenis connecled with the deo-
struction of Jernanlem and the dis-
persion of the Jows seem o bLe
intermingled with the éveuts that
were (p precede sod accoiupany
the second advent of the Bavier. In
the new translation of this chapter
by the Prophet Joseph Smith
which may be fuund in the Pear
of Great I'rice, the diflvrence is
made very plain, and the figure of
the fig treo snd the second coming
of the Son of Man and the genera-
tion refer:ed to therein is made ap-
plieable, not to the period of the de-
struction of Jerusalem, but to the
time of Lhe second coming of the
Son of Man. And thenew transine-
tion reads, in speaking of the put-
ting forthh of the fiz-tree and the
sigus that should precede the com-
ing of the Son of man, “*Verlly, I
say uunto you, this generation, in
which these Lhings shall be shewn
forth, shall not pass away till all I
have told shall be falfilled.'” From
tlie reaging of the new and correct
renderiug, it will be seen that, in-
stéad of the things spoken of being
fulfilled in the generation in which
the prophecy was made—which is
the iunference—the application is
transferred at once from the gener-
ation in which the Bavier was
8 ing to the gememtion who
should witness the signs of the
times therein set forth.
It is now more fhan &1
years since the plates from which
e Book of Mormon was translated
committed by the angel
Moroni, to the hands of Joseph
Smith, who was raised np tobe a
prophet, seer and _revelator to the
nineteenth century, and' to lay the
foundation of this Church and
Kingdom upon the earth, And
since that sacred reccrd which con-
tains the fulness of the everlasting
ospel was flrst revealed [to him in
the Hill Cumorah; nearly 58 years
have [passed away; it is 49 years
slnce the organization of the Church
was eflected in conformity with the
lawa of God, and in accordance
with the laws of New York; that Is
to say, the rule established by the
lawa of New York governing the
organization of religious
and to comply with ihe statutes
and to give it tapgible forms. The
G:h day of April was selected by
revelation as the day on which
this church should bLe corganized.
The question is asked by some,
Were there only six believers who
had réceived the testimony of the
Prophet and been baptized for the
remission of their sins on that day?
[ answer, there were many more,
Why, then, was the number six
made to figure in the organization?
[‘answer in this respect: the same
as under the statutes of Utah co-
operative assoclations must have at
least six to unite in the formation
of any such asseciation -befora it
can incorporate. Hutany number
not less than six might anite and
arganize themeelvesinto a religions
assoeistion to énJoy the rights and
privileges of the -iaw assuch reli-
glons bodies. This pumber was so-

fected, however, "from@ amonz
the belieyers eun - ihis ceeaslon
to conform to the requlzitions

of Lhie statutes, This is, therefore,
the anniversary of Lhe day on
which the organization took placs,
or commenced ralher to develop
itaelf. And from that time, a3 (he
body of the Chureh lucreased, the
Pricathood in its various branches
-has develeped itself inlo the organ-
ization as na we now behold it in
the earth, There was no twelve
A posties at that date; the material
from which todraw thhem had not
been gathered. There were no
seventy Elders; the malerial from
which to make them was not yel
on hand. There were no High Coun-
ells, no Biehf)?’ eourts, nor gao-
mams . of  HIig Priests, Elders,
Priests, Teaehers or Deacons. There
was no classification of the orgacui-
gation of the Piiesthocd as thete is
to-day. Nelther was there any
orgauizstion of the Stakes of Zion,

for there was Do - ol
whieh to malie them. IL was io:

deed but the shootinrg out of the
earth, as it 'were, of the phdit, hke
the mustard seed, which is a smail
plant al firss, bavisg but a single
stalk; and as itilas and reccives
strength and tends down its roots
and spreads forth ¥'s branches,
fromn one branch anothergrows put
and shoota forth. And so (rom day
to day, aud from month (o mouth
and from year to year did the T.ore
reveal through the Prophet Joseph
Smith lice upon line, precept upun
precept, here_a litue and there a
little, revealing to the people the
order of ths priestbood snd the
order of Zion and her governmeut
ber institutions and the classifica:
tion of the priesthood under the
two great heade—the Meichise
and the Aaronic or Lavitical pries
Lood, with their various sub divi-

stons and guoruma. 1t was not till
the year ‘h,-tinmlhe month o;
February e gquorum of
the T-nlu Apostles and the

guorums of the Seventies were

awn prineipally from those
:-%d::e?ahp gonipuod' Zion’s
eamp, There wasa revelation given
in %“

year showl
ucil should be

odles, | Isteting for the people in that

zed_in this cburch, These|P

okganized |ed| wik
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Christ and all the, administrations
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“Ng man taketh this honor'‘wnto

hiniself, but he thab bonlldit:h%?d,-
o

s ufllieted mankind has been
pigotry of religious priests, and
Ll Y e h‘i,‘lm
#y Who seet: to have lost
#ighik of this prineiple, the govern-
ment of our Heavenly Father over
hisghikirew, that in his efforts to

‘his  phildren he - has
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wever resorted to force or ats
temp

hopor the civil law, and governors

in outer darkness bécanse he des
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beagiog the word of God.  Another
sScripture reads: ‘““How shall they
beligve in him of whom they have
not heard? and how-sball they hear
without a preachier! and how shall
they pre ) they be seul?”,
The idea I wish to convey 1s this:
That all the various offices assigned
to the servanis of God in his
Church andKingdom areassigned to
them not in and of themselves and
of thielr own cholce, or at their own
instgnce, but at the instance of the
Holy Spirit manifesting itself

throngh those who are appointed |ed

over them In the Liord, as Aaron
was called to thepriesthoed, receiv-
ing |his appointment by the mani-
festation of the will of God through
Mos¢s his brother. There is ano-
then pringiple in connection with
this| laid down in the revelations
of Glad, namely, that all thiogs
shall be done by common consent.
And therfore, where there is a regu-
larlyorganized branch of the chureh,
ordipAtions to the priesthood shall
not made without a vole of ap.
proval of said cburch. Now this
must be understood in the spirit in
whigh it was given, to apply not

ind
int
or

ma
peo
ing
Co

ers an
du
3

idual who may be admitted
| & quorum of Priests, Teachers
cons,so much as to those who
be called to preside over the
jle in the capacity of a Presid-
Elder, a Bishop or a Bishop’s
or, and also %duh. Teach-
d Deacons, whose labors and
may be required in that par
branch of the church, min-

ar-
ticular branch of the chureh, tgey
must be sustained by the votes and

pra and eonfildence of the peo-
ple,ias well as by the Epolntnmpt
of ttuao who are over them in the
Lor And for the same reason
th who officiate in the more ex-
tended spheres, such as- Presidenis
of Stakes, High Councilors and all
Bt authorities, are pul before

the! people in their several Stakes{

in conferenge assembled, for their
approval, their confidence and sup-

otherwise their appointment
1as! not the same force and effect

up the prople. In llke manner,
th who may be selecled by the
working of the Holy Spirit through

(heproper authoritles, to preside
ovef quorums,. are nominated for
thigealling and
the/members for their eanction and
counfidence. And then come the
general authorities, who'ﬁm‘de
ovef and minlster in the aflalrs of
the/Cburch in all the earth. These
general quorams are not local, are
notjimited to any particular Btake
or quornm. Their business is te see
tlm1 the godépel is preached to the
wlidle world; to lmpart counsel by
the @pirit of revelation aceording to
thegspirit-of thelr apostleship and
calling, as special witnesees and

pemgers to theworld of mankind.
There ure the Fust Presidency,
and the Twelve Apostles and the
Sevienlies whose calling and duty
is 19 lubor under the direc
thefwelve and bear the gospel to
all pationsand to regulste the af-
fairg of the Church in all the world.
Theses general authorities are there-
fore brought before the genegal con-
rergace as:ombled for their appro
val 'nnd for them to uphold and
sustala by their falth and prayers;
and in Jike manner are they pre-
senivd at the several Stake confer-
enves #0 28 40 reach the masses of
el ponple, Lo Insure Lhe confldence
and prajers of (he whole people,
for whom they rioister,and whose
eyi@ are ug:n them, who are. eriti-
('Irilg thelr teachings, Lhelr walk

aud convermtion before God and
mal. For God proposes to deal with
Fi4d Church as & whole,and 83 a
whple to hold them responsible to
work the works of ll‘hm
apd Lo defend the fuith of the
qux - u:‘l‘nmmo:
b ’ w purily an

sanctify the . whole Church
and see that evil is put away from
outt midst, whelher it be In tbe
Y Bk Liclaia aud those
I w-in its an

w lie capacities;

i

to see that all our organizations and
cipalities ate in a wholesome

condition, and are sdministered

with integrity and uprightness be-

foré d the, And as
:;i.‘ : h’ogl:;s of the Aplizlghtyantl
as |watchmen upon the walls of
Al

“‘_l‘

nts o _ * .
everywhere, ot only to minls-
Lt by, bak nll b0 b

reh ca & o in-
:trhgt officers ol’unq kind intrust-

i__. *

the tm

sagular aflairs as well as
pal; for civil

partjeularly and specially to every | f

men. The Lord has reserved to
himself, however, the right to call
inte judgment all his children for
the manner in which they make
ase of theopportunities and privi-
leges afforded them. ‘‘This iathe
condemnation” says the. Bavior,
“that light is come into the world,
and men love darkness ralher than
light, because their deeds are
swil”? By many people walk in
dafkness at noonday, when the
light of heaven shines in its glory
and eflulgence they are surround-

in darkness, When  the
light comes to the righteous

they will hail it gladly, and though |each other and to work outl.

it may be at first in the distance,
they will mark it as they would the
dawn of the morning star,oralight
shining in a dark place; and they
will give diligent heed to itasit
proaches,until they enter into its
flalgence and glory. BSuch is the
experience of the Latter-day
Baints; such Is the experience of
those who love the light rather
af 'darkness and Avho are walting
the salvation of Israsl; they re-
ealved the testimony of Jesus when
it was firet sounded din their ears.
undreds and thousanda in differs
ent parts of theworld have witmess-
ed the dawn of 'this light, : have
Beard the sound thereof in the die-
tance, have gone 4n’ search. of it,
have captured the first ray that
penetrated their minds and follow-
ed it nntil ithasled them finally to
the possession of eternal life. These
aie whoese deeds sie good,
: -they. may have erred in
many ‘things beecause of | false
‘doctrine ' and  the tradifions
of ; men -+ and ths fog  that
becloudad thelr minds and the
inds pof their. fathers, yet since
e truth made its way to their
hearts Lhey emtiraced it gladly,and
thay have loved and fellowed it
gfid. While, on the other hand,
those who love darkness: rather
than light, becauss their deeds are
evil, are nghung against the light
and will shun it when it approach-
es, Jike the thief at the approaeh of
the'officer of the law, and coneeals
himself in darkness. . Bo with th
who love evil;who have a\t&ndon‘m
themseelvea te wickeduess, who
have given Lherselves up to hypo-
crisy snd te the just of the flesh,
and who sell themselves to the en-

are submitted to|my of al]l righteousuess to weork|

wickedness for gain; datkness
relgna In thelr hegris, and théy be-
comse the children el disobedience,
bating the Jight ULecanse their
: evil. Trulh mneeds no
conatraint; it cxercises its power
and dominion over the children
of men by virtue of itas excel-
lenee, its beauties, its attigctions,
ts lovelinees, the good fruoilsthst
ow froig, its vbeervance; the pesace |
Aan hltp_lntgu that attend, it Lhe.
fralt of ‘truth aud righteousness is

deligious above all ether fruit, The|

strength and power of Jehovah are
with the good snd virtuous of all
His ehildren; His power-and His

truth; 'on.fn- and. peacec are. the
fruits of 1he laws and Tegu
that He p bes and which re.
o)mt'ncilg; em?eivca;uls.mol?telll-
gent or | tfu idren of men
aud the resulty (hereol are only
.llinlo,n, !T! m-éa‘l‘p apd. lo
ven BPP£D Are all
ed tothe laws of hea rescribed
in h;nﬁmpglnltthe’,BOn f God, l.:';
no ruments of. ve
wrath snd indigoation “Eﬁ!n'l low
to the uiler de-trmetion of the ehll-
dren of men. But rather the in-
strumetits of restraint upon the
evil deeds of the wicked and un-
godly to deter them from eneroach-
ment upon the righteous, in their
ovil course of sell  destruec-
tion. Even the damupsation of hell,
threatened .in the Berl
upon those who gontinue in their
unbelie! aud dlsobedience, s but
th‘_mlu.r:l, fruit of their usbelier
and n;eilhot of Lhie blessings that
w 1d out and designed (o be
wed upon them. The same
be gald of the indolent and the

-otithh nhﬂg‘mnhnt n&n h::
a temporal point of view.

Lord says to bis people here isa
:?iuulmmth I have formed for
you, and here are the elements
within your reach—the e
streams of water which flow pure sa
the breezes of heaven, fiee O all;
here are 'hv animals, 4 place them
under your control; and here are
trees bearing fruit, and the

5

who |,

what? For blessinga lost, for oppor-
tunities gone,for priv ¥ lgnmd
for the means of grace, ¢llu_ry wnd
exaltation once withia thelr reach,
which they, in their pride, wounld
not receive; for being de&rlvad of |
the presence of God and the Lamb
and the holy angels and the sancti-
fied ones, and of the keys cf Im-
mortality and eternal life and ever-
Iasting increase vouchsafed to the
obedient, while they are doomed to

ual dark which they
ave chosen In llen of the blessings
of the faithful, and in which condi-
tion the wl'll live to prey upon

same eovil passions which

the

th delighted . to indulge in
w;ﬁo in 'the flesh, the l;dwi!
who'deluded them will rejoice over
ftheir downfall, and will relgn over
them until peradventure the Linie
shall' come when the long suf-
fering and mercy of an indulgent
Father shnlrli catir H&m to i:end
megsengers from the {errestrial or
celestial world, as the case may be,
to see if there are any among them
who by theiz sad exparience have
learned to appreciate the light and
are yearniong for a belter condition.
And if they do, the offer of salva-
tion may again be made to them,
and they through the nieans that
our Bavior wronght out for them
and through ordinances of the
House of God,and the servants and
handmaidens of God who may be
called prl;)atu?nnd ries to ad-

r

the plan of galvation, which God
has revealed to his - dren on the
earth, And truly it isas Paul has
said of it—good news, glad tidings
of great joy revealed tgall Ppeople;
Joy to the righteous, and will be a
Joy to all pte who appreciate it

benceforth aud for ever, And ihg&
We as A }'mople may be worthy of
it, walking in the light, and that
our pathway may grow brighter
and brighter until the perfect day,
f; my prayer,in the namo of Jesus,

men. -
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