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Isaac Higbee was appointed President, John
S, Higbee and Peter Shirts counselors.

The Times and Seasons has the following
editorial:— |

¢“THE MURDER.

Gen. Joseph Smith, who was murdered in
cool blood, in Carthage Jail, on Thursday, the
27th day of June, was one of the best men that
ever lived on the earth.

The work he has thus far performed, to-
wards establishing pure religion, and preparing
the way for the great gathering of Israel. in
the short gpace of twenty years since the time
when the angel of the Lord made known his
mission, and gave him power to move the cause
of dZiun, exceed anything of the kind on re-
cord. '

Without learning, without means, and with-
out experience, he has met a learned world, a
rich century, a hard hearted, wicked and adul-
terous generation, with truth that eouid not be
registed, facts that could not be disproved, re-
velations, whose spirit had so much God in
them that the servants of the Lord could not
be gainsaid or resisted, but like the rays of
light from the sunj they have tinged every
thing they lit upon with a lustre and livery
which has animated, quickened and adorned.

The pages of Gen. Smith’s history, thongh
his enemies never ceased to persecute him, and
bunt for offences against hiin, are as unsullied
as virgin snow; on about fifty prosecutions for
supposed eriminal offences, he came out of the
lezal fire, heated like Nebuchadnezzar’s fur-
nace, seven times hotter than it was wont to
be, without the smell of fire, or a thread of his
garments scorched.

His foes of the world and enemies of his own
household, who have sought occasions against
him, in order, secretly to deprive him of his
life, because his goodness, greainess and glory
exceeded theirs, have a poor excuse to offer
the world, for shedding his innocent blood; and
no apology to make to the Judge of all the
earth, at the day of judgment. They have
murdered him because they feared his right-
eousness,

His easy good natured way, allowing every
one was honest, drew around him hypoerites.
wicked and mean men, with the virtuous, and
in the hour of trouble, or trial, when the wheat
was cleansed by water, the light kernels and
smut rose upon the top of the water and had to
be poured off, that the residue might be clean,
or to be still plainer, when they went through
the machine for cleansing the grain, the chaff,
light grain and smut were blown off among the
rubbish.

False brethren, or to call them by their right
name, ‘apostates,’ have retarded the work|
~more, and combined more influence to rob him
of life, than all christendom: for they having
mingled in his greatness. knew where and when
to take advantage of his weakness.

Their trinmph, however, is one that dis-
graces their State and nation, ruins them in
time and in eternity.

-

They cannot outgrow it: they cannot ont-|

live it: and they cannot out die it: from him
that winked at it, to him that shot the fatal
ball, wherever there is moral honesty, human-
ity, love of life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness, there the breath of indignation, the
whisper of ‘those murders’—the story of mob-
ocracy and the vengeance of God, will haunt
the whole gang and their offspring and abettors
with a fury, like Miltow’s gates of hell,

fr—— grating harsh thunder.?

In thus descanting upon the glory of General
Joseph Smith and the cowardly disgrace of his
assassing, let his noble minded brother Hyrum
have no less honor shown him: he lived so far
beyond the ordinary walk of man, that even
the tongue of the vilest slanderer could not
touch his reputation,

He lived godly and he died godly, and his
murderers will yet have to confess that it
would have been better for them to have a
millstone tied to them, and they cast into the

depths of the sea, and remain there while eter- |
nity goes and eternity comes, than to have rob- 'St}

bed that noble man of heaven, of his life,

If there be such a thing as the greatest and
least crimes, among the archives of the better
world, the wilful murder of Joseph and Hyrum
Smith will be first and worst, without forgive-
ness in this world or the world to come;—‘for
no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.’

The Savior said, wo unto the world becange
of offences, but offences must needs come; but
wo unto him by whom they come!

Prophets have been sent, according to the
sacred history, which all enlightened nations
use as a guide of morality here, or for a rule
to obtain heaven hereafter, to instruct and lead
the people according to the pure purposes of
God, and yet from Caiu, down to two or three
hundred Americans, Illinoians, Missourians,
Christians, even freemen, the lives of mostly all
these good men, the servants of God, not omit-
ting his own Son, have been taken from them
by those who proffessed to be the most wise,
enlightened, intelligent, and religious, (that is
nationally) that were on the earth when the
hellish deeds were done.

But what has the next generation gaid? Ah!
time thou art older and abler to tell the story
than they that did the solemn act. No won-
der the heathen nationg will, be God’s in the
gﬁytc}f his power: they have not killed the pro-

els.

When Gen. Smith went to Carthage, just as.
the cavalry met him for the purpose of obtain-
ing the State arms, he said to a friend, ‘I am

going like a lamb to the slaughter; but I am caln
us a summer’s morning: I have a conscience void |

of offence toward God, and toward all men: I
shall die innocent.

Now ye great men who boast of great wis-
dom, what think ye of ‘the prophet’s last pre-
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diction? - How glorious! How mild! How
god-like!  No wonder the svimmpathies of all
honest inen are kindled in his behaif: the good-
ness of his deeds merit then,

The want of a perfect knowledge of the ser-
vants of God, of the Son of Gud, in all ages,
down to this last, horrid, heart-sickening
butchery of those two unoffending American
freemen, must have been the great first cause
of takiig life contrary to the law of God or
man,

Leaving religion out of the case, where is
the lover of his country, and his posterity, that
does not condemn such an outrageous murder,
and will not lend all his powerg, energies and
influence to bring the ::rﬁ!enderﬂ to justice and
judgment?

Every good man will do it when he remem-
bers that these two innocent men were confine:d
in jail for a supposed crime, deprived of any
weapons to defend themselves: had tne pledged
faith of the State of Illinois, by Gov. IPord, for
their protection, and were then shot to death.
while, with uplifted bands they gave such
gigns of distress as would have comimanded
the interpositicn and benevolence of savages
or Pagans.

They were both Masons in good standing.

Ye brethren of ‘the mystic tie,” what think
ve! Where is our good Master Joseph and
Hyrum? Is there a pagan, heathen, or savage

'nation on the globe that would not be moved on

this great occasion, as the trees of the forest
are moved by a mighty wind? Josepl’s last
exclamation was, ‘O Lord, my God.’

If one of these murderers, their abettors or
accessories before or after the fact, are suffer-
ed to cumber the earth, without being dealt
with according to law, what is life worih, and
what is the benefit of laws? and more than all,
what is the use of institutions which savages
wonld honor, where civilized beings muider
without cause or provocation?

Wiil the Americans look over the vast con-
cerns that mus:, sooner or later, touch thei
welfare at home and abroad, and exalt or dis-
grace them among the kingdoms of the great
family of man, and learn whether anarchy,
mobbery, and butchery are not swiftly hurry-
ing the constituted authorities of our country
into irretrievable ruin, while the inhabitants of
the land must sink into wretchedness, blood-
ghed, revenge and wo?

Elder John Taylor and Dr. Willard Richards,
who were in the jail at the time, innocently, as
friends of these men, have only to thank God
that their lives were spared.

Elder Taylor was wounded with four bullels,
and a fifth ball, which had it not been for his
walch in his left vest pocket, would have pass-
ed into his vitals and destroyed his life in-
stantly.

Tins memorable and very valuable watch
saved his life. and will remain with its hands
permanently pointing to “5> o’clock 16 minutes
and 20 seconds,’ as the moment when so small
a machiue interposed between time and eter-
nity.

Dr. Richards was not wounded by a single
ball, though one passed so near his ear as to
leave a marlk.

If srch scenes do not awalen the best feel-
ings of freemen for personal safety, whaet will?
We pause! solemnly pause for the opinion of
millions, because all are interested: life is the
last boon—all is blank without it, death blots
the rest—and where is man?

arise with a union of feeling and energy to help
wash off the blood of these two innocent men
from Hancock County: from the plighted faith
of Illinois; from the boasted and wide spread-
ing fame of the United States, and from the
digoity of our globe; then let all but the right-
eous be smitten with a curse: but methinks I
see a ‘union of all honest men,” aside from
religion, stand forth to magnify the law, who
will never rest till justice and judgment have
made the offenders, abettors and accessories,
whether apostates, efficers, or mere men, afone
Jor the innecent blood of Joseph and Hyrum

The following was written by the under-
signed members of the Council:—

“P0 THE SAINTS ABROAD.

Dear Brethen:—On hearing of the martyrdom
of our beloved Prophet and Patriarch, you will
doubtless need a word of advice and comfort,
and look for it from our hands.

We would say therefore, first of all, be still
and know that the Lord is God; and that be
will fulfil all things in his own due time; and
not one jot or tittle of all his purposes and
promises shall fail.

Remember, ReEMEMBER that the priesthood,
and the keys of power are held in eternity as
well as in time; and, therefore, the servants of
GGod who pass the veil of death are prepared
to enter upon a greater and more effectual
work, in the speedy accomplishment of the
restoration of all things spoken of by his holy
prophets.

Remember that all the prophets and saints
who have existed since the world began, are
engaged in this holy work, and are yet in the
vineyard, as well as the laborers of the elev-
enth hour; and are all pledged to establish the
kingdom of God on the earth, and to give
'judgment unto the Saints; therefore, none can
hinder the relling on of the eternal purposes of
the Great Jehovah.

And we bave now every reason fo believe
that the fullfilment of his great purposes are
'much nearer than we had supposed, and that
not many years hence, we shall see the king-
dom of God coming with power and great glory
to our deliverance. |

As to our country and nation, we have more
reason to weep for them, than for those they

'have murdered; for they are destroying them-

To conclade, if the good people of our com- |
mon country, and our cominon world, do not

selves and their institutions, and there is no
remedy: and as 1o feelings of revenge, let them
not have place for one moment in our bosoins,
for God’s vengeance will speedily consume to
that degree that we would fain be hid away,
and not endure the gight,

l.et us then hnmble ourselves under the
‘mizhty hand of God, and endeavor to put
away all our sins and imperfections as a peo-
ple, and ag individuals, and to call upon the
Lord with the spirit of grace and supplication;
vand wait patieutly on him, until he siall direct
our way.

Let no vain and foolish plans, or imagina-
tions scatter us abroad, and divide us asunder
as a people. to seek to save our lives at the
expense of truth and principle, but rather et
us live or die together and in the enjoyment of
society and union,

Therefore, we say, let us haste to fulfil the

commandments which God has already given
ng. . Yea, let us haste to build the Temple of
our G'od, and to GaTHER together thereunto.
our silver and our gold with us, unto the name
of the Lord; and then we may expect that he
{ will teach us of his ways, and ‘we will walk in
| his paths.
We wonld further say, that in consequence
of the great rains which have deluged the
, western country, and also in consequence of
persecnition and excitement, there has been but
little done here, either in farming or building
this season; therefore, there is but little em-
| ployment and but little means of subsistence at
the command of the Saints in this region—
therefore, let the Saints abroad, and others
who feel for our calamities and wish to sus-
| tain us, come on with their money and means
| withont delay, and purchase lots and farms,
and build buildings, and employ hands, as well
as to pay their tithings into the Temple, and
their donations to the poor.

we greatly need the assistance of every lover
of humanity whether members of the church
or otherwise, both in influence and in contri-
butions for our aid, succor, and support.
Therefore, it they feel for us, now is the
time to show their liberality and patriotism
towards a poor and persecuted, but honest and

industrious people.

Let the elders who remain abroad, coutinue
to preach the gospel in its purity and fulness,
and to bear testimony of the truth of these
things mhich have been revealed for the salva-
tion of this generation,

2, P 'PRATT,
WILLARD RICHARDS,
JOHN TAYLOR,

W.. W. PHELPS.

Nauvoo, July 15, 1844,

Elder J. M. Grant returned to Philadelphia
—two weeks since he left Nauvoo, and report-
ed that all was quniet and peace in the city
since the burial of the martyrs.

“A Lamentation of a Jew [ Alexander Nei-
baur] among the afilicted and mourning sons
and daughters of Zion, at the assassination of
the two chieftains in Israel, Joseph and Hyrum
Smith,” was published in the Times and Sea-
80114,

Tuesday, 16.— William Clayton finished
measuring the last raft of lnmber for the Tem-
ple, from the Pineries—amounting to 87,732
feet.

The following was received by Dr. Willard
Richards:— %

““De Kalb, Hancock Co., Ills.,
& July 1, 1844, E
Dr. Richards:—Dear Sir—In confidence:

I hope the subject upon which this commn-
nication 18 written will be a sufficient apology
for the privilege I have taken in addressing
you, with whom 1 have not had the pleasure
of an acquaintance,

I wish to apprize you that reports are in cir-
culation, which no doubt are true. that the
Warsaw and Green Plains mobocrats are
making strong exertions to raise forces guffi-
cient to mob and drive the people of your city
from their present residences.

I think you should keep a steady look out,
for it seems that the cold hearted murder of
Gens. Joseph and Hyrum Smith in the Carthage
Jail has not satisfied the blood-thirsty disposi-
tion of those demons, but they desire to prose-
cute their wretched purposes still further.

I, #8 one of Gen. Deming’s staff, have used
my influence against calling out a large armed
force to be stationed at Carthage, fearing that
some might be influenced by those mobocrats
to join them in their wretched purpose, for I
have no idea they can get forces enough to
leave their homes, neither in IHinois nor Mis-
souri for that purpose,—to overtome yon.

1f we could have four or five hundred troops
stationed at Carthage, of the right sort, that
could be depended on, to suppress mobs, I
should like it, but, fearing the influence of
those desperadoes might cause thein to disobey
all orders and join the mob against you, I think
it best not to risk if.

The murder of Gens. Joseph and Hyrum
Smith is deprecated by the community, almost
at large, that is, those who are not lost to.the
principles of humanity; and there seems to be
a %eneral feeling of sympathy resting on the
public mind.

I was pleased to hear of the prudent course
that your people resolved to pursue, in acting
only on the defensive and abiding the law,
which is on your side.

In haste, yours, &c.,
THOS. H. OWEN.»

To which Dr. W. Richards replied, cs fol-
lows:—

‘“‘Nauvoo, July 16, 1844.
that there has been delay

Sir;=—I am sorry

|which caused your letter to arrive so late to

hand, and I feel thankful for the wvery kind
and sympathetic manner in which you express
yourself towards us as a people, and ghall be

We wish it distinetly understood -abrnal, that |

very thankful if you will continue your favors
to e whenever any thing may occur, and you
may depend upon my doing the same to your-
self,

In regard to the assassination of the Gens.
Smiith, we do not intend to take any action in
the case whatever, but Jeave ourselves entirely
in the hands of the Governor and the majesty
of the law to mete out just and retributive
justice in the matter.

Youmay rest perfectly assured that we nev-
er did act on the offensive, or againgt the law,
but shall continue the sarme course, which ap-
pears to have given you so much satisfaetion,
and act entirely on the defensive, and abide
the law,

In baste, sir, I remain yours, &ec..
WILLARD RICHARDS,
Thos. H. Owen, Esq ?
Llier W. Woodrutl wrote the following:;—
**Boston, July 16, 1844,
dlders B. Young and O. Pratt:—

Dear Brethren:—1 hasten to inform you that
I returned to this city on hearing the report of
the death of Joseph and Hyram, expecting to
see you; 1 have waited a number of days in
deep suspeuse to obtain word I could rely
Hpoh.

This morning two letters were put into my
hands by sister Phelps, one from E. Snow and
one from J. K. Page «f Pittsburgh, both con-
irming the report of the death of Joseph and
;}{{yrum—-—thcy were murdered in Carthage

ail, -

It 13 not'for me to counsel you, but I would
ask if it would not be well for you to come di-
rect to Boston, and hold a council with the
Twelve, and decide what course to pursue.
Pnings are still very critical in the west, we
don’t know where it will end,

~Fspent the S8abbath here—spoke three times,
—comforted the Saints ali 1 conld, and had a
good time. The Saints bear the shock well.
Lam well and in good spirits. I do pot know
waere I can address my letters to reach you.
1 shall write to Lowell, Peterboro’ and Brad-
ford. hoping they may reach you in one of those
places.

L shall go immediately to Farmingion, New
Haven, Ct., aud New York; if you wish to
write to me, direct to Farmiugton, Ct.

g Yours in the Kingdom of God,
WILFORD WOODRUFEF.”

President Young, having received  Elder
Woodrulf’s letier at Peterboro’, started for
Bu;tnn, but on arriving at Lowell, remained al)
night.

Wednesday, 17.—Mrs. Emma Smith, in com-
pany with Messrs. Woods and Wasson, went
to Carthage, for letters of administration on
the estate of her deceased husband, Joseph
Smnith.

The following is from Elder Woodruff’s
Journal:—

“Elder B. Young arrived in Boston this morn-
ing. I walked with him to 57 Temple St., and
called upon sister Vose: bro. Young took the
bed and gave vent to his feelings in tears. I
took the big chair, and veiled my face, and for
the first time gave vent to iny grief and mourn-
ing for the Prophet and Patriarch of the Church,
Joseph and Hyrum Smith, who were murdered
by a gentile mobj;, after being bathed in a flood
of tears Ifelt composed. Elder Young left the
city; I spent the night at bro. Phelps’,”

The following is extracted. from the St.
Louis Trauscript taken from the repert of the-
editor of the Republican:—

““On our return we stopped at Warsaw, where
the State Commissioners were joined by Col.
Wood, the Mayor of Quiney, and Mr. Conyers.
These gentlemen bad returned from Nauvoo
through Cartbage, and had been laboring to.
establish peace between the parties.

The people of Hancock County, however,
appear to be averse to any compromise, 8l ort
of the removal of the Mormons from the coun-
ty. They assert that it is now absolutely ne-
cessary to weace and quietness, that either the
Mormons or citizens quit the county, and that
gooner or later one must go, even if force be
necessary to accomplish it.

Mr. Jonas, one of the commissioners, ad-
dressed the citizens of Warsaw, and called
upon them to say whether they would BUEpDrt
the Governor in enforcing the law and uphold-
ing the constitution, and they unanimously re-
fused to give the pladge.

The same evening a Mr. Skinner of Carthage,.
who professed to speak in the name of the cit-
izens of Mancock, uttered the gaine sentiment.
He deprecated as impossible the idea of settle-
ment it the Mormons were to remain.

A committee of the citizens waited upon.
Governor Ford, informing him of their fixed
convietion that it was necessary one of the

arties should leave the county, and desiring
im to decide.

The Governor replied that it was not for
him to decide such a question, or to order any
body of citizens, whether Mormons or anti-
Mormons, out of the county or State.

From the feeling evinced by the most active
in the anti-Mormon ranks, we came to the con-.
clusion, that nothing but a dread of conse-
quences would prevent further outbreaks. Tha

ame has been smothered for a time, but ths
fire has not been gquenched, and slight causes
may make it burst forth more fiercely than
before. )

Governor Ford has a most arduous duty to
perform, Of his ability to discharge it, we
will not now speak. At our latest dates, he
was 8till at Quincy, and avowed the intention
of maintaining the ascendancy of the law at all
hazards. He has dismissed all the troops, and
they have returned to their homes.”

Thursday, 18.—No rain since the night of
the 29th ulf., of any moment; excessively
warm. . Thermometer 98% © Far.; after sunset
the clonds gathered dense and black,accom-
panied by lightning, which became so constant,



