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THE MURDER

gen joseph smith mhowho was murdered in
coolcorol bloodfood in carthage jail on thursday the

day of junejun was one of the best men that
ever lived on the earth

the work he liashas thus far performed to-
wards establishing pure religion and preparing
the way for the great gathering of israel inhi
the short space of twenty 5yearsears since the time
whwhenen the angel of the lord made known his

14 mission and gavekave him power totu move the cause
of zion exceed anything of the kind fifieon ie

k

oidcord
t without learning without means and gitilwith-
out experience he has met a learned world a
nichrich century a hard hearted wicked and aderiadeli
berous generation with truth that could not be
resisted facts that could not be disproved re
ve lations whose spirit had so much god in

fl them that the servants of the loid could not
be gainsaidgain said or resisted but like the rays of

s light from the suilbupSUP they have tinged every
thing they lit upon with a lustre andarid livery
which has animated quickened and adorned
T the pages of gen smiths history though0his enemies never ceased to persecute him aridandtt hunt for offences against himmin are as unsullied
as virgin snow on about fifty prosecutions for
supposed criminal ofoffenwencesfencesws he camerame out of the

T legal fire heated like fur
nace seven times hotter than it was wont to
iebe without the smell affireof airefire or a thread of his

pt garments scorched
t his foes of the world andarid enemies of his awnown
household who have sought occasions against
him in older secretly to deprive bhimim of his
life because his goodness greatnessgrealie and glory
exceeded theirs have a poor excuse to offer

i the world for shedding his innocent blood aridand
no apology to make to the judge of allali fhe
earth at the day of judgment they havehaven

4
murdered him because they reared his right

f his easy good natured way allowanallowing
1

every
one was honestbonest drew around himhini hyphypocritesocrites
wicked and mean men with the virtuous andarid
in the hour of trouble or trial when the wheat
was cleansed by water the light kernels and
smut rose upon the top of the water and had to

11 bebd pouredred off that the residue mipmigmightlit be clean
or to be still plainer when they went through
the machine for cleansing the grain the chaff
lightlit grain and smut were blown off among the
rubbish

falsefaise brethren or to call them by right
name apostates 2 have retarded the work
moremorel and combined more influence to rob him
ofbf life than all christendom for they having1
mingled in his greatness knew where and whendihen
to take advantagee of his weakness

their triumphtriumph however iei one that dis-
graces their state and nation ruins them in
time and in eternity

they cannot outgrow it they cannot out-
live it and they cannot out die it from him
that winked at it to him that shot the fatal
ball wherever there is moral honesty human-
ity lo10loveioveve of life liberty and thehe pursuit of hapbap

there the breath of indignation the
whisper of those murdermurderssl the story of

and the vengeance of god will haunt
the whole gang and their offspring aridand abettorsabet tors
with a fury like MilAlil tons gates of bell

e r gratingrating larahsarehharmhara tbthunderunder 1I

in thustelu de scanting upon the glory of general
joseph smith and the cowardly disgrace of his
assassins let his noble minded brobrotherillerliler hyrum
have no less honor shown him he lived so far
beyond the ordinary walk otof man that even
the tongue of the vilest slanderer could not
touch his reputation

ilehe lived godly and he died godygodly and illliihiss f

murderers will yet have to confess that it
would have been better for them to have a
millstone tied to them and they cast into the
depthsdeaths of the sea and remain there while eter

and eternity comes than to have rob-
bed that noble man of heaven of his life

if there be such a thing as the greatest and
least crimes among the archives of the better
world the wilful murder of joseph and hyrum
smith will be glrstfirst anian worst without forgive-
ness in this world or the world to come for
nona murderer hath eternal life abiding in him

the savior said wo unto the world because
of offences but offences must needs come but
wo ununto aha by whom they come

prophets have been sent according to the
sacred history which all enlightened nations
use as a guide of morality here or for a rule
to obtain heaven hereafter to instruct and lead
the people acaccordingcordin 11 to the pure purposes of
god and yet from calucain down to two or three
hundred americans Illinoians missouriansMissourMissouriianslansansang
christians even freemenarcemen the lives ofot mostly aallailI1
these good men the servants of god not omit-
ting hisbis own son have been taken from them
by those who proprocessed to be the most wisei

enlightened intelligent and religious that iisI1
nationally that were onoil thetha earth when the

i hellish deeds were done
but what has the next generation said ah

time thou art older and abler to tell the story
than they that did hetha solemn act no won-
der behe heatheneathenb nationsnatiois will be gods in the
day of his power they have not killed the pro-
phets

when gen smith went to carthage just as
the cavalry metdiet him for the purpose of obtain i

ing the state arms he said to a friend 11 am
going like a iamblamblaabnb to the slaughter but lam calm
usai a summers morning chaveI1 hanehave a conscience voldloid
of offenseoffence toward god and toward all men I1
shall die inno ant

now ye great men who boast of greatthreat wis-
dom

I1
what think ye odthe prophetstaital last pre

dicdiction how glorgiorgloriousiouiloui how mild how
19eodgodlikeKodild ilkelikeliki no wonder the sympathies cfall
honeshonesttinenmen are kindled inlit hisbis behalf the good
nesibessorol01 hisbis deeds merit them

the of a perfect knowledgepa of the ser-
vants of god of the sonsou of god in all ages
lovlordown to this lastjast horrid heart sickening
butchery of those two unoffending americal
freemen must have beeribeellbeen th greatreatneat birstfirst cacause
of g life contrary to the law of god or
maninan

leaving religion out ofbf the case herewhere is
tltheie lover of liishis country aldaudaid his posterity that
does not condemn such an outrageous murder
and will not all his powers energies and

to bring the offenders to justice and
judwinjudgmentent

Lliveryvery good man will do it when liehe remem-
bers

remem-
bers that these two innocent men were confined
in jail for a supposed crime deprived of any
weapons to defend themselves had ane pledged
faith of the state of illinois by gov ford for
their protection andard were theltthen shutshot to death
while with uplifted hands they gavelave such
signsehnis of distress as would have commanded
theth e interposition and benevolence of savagesavaged
or pagans

they were both masons in good standing
ye brethren of the msmysticbaic tie what think

yei where is our good masteralaster joseph anandadd
hyrumhyrian Is there a pagan heathen or savage
nation orionion the globe that would not be moved onoil
this great occasion as the trees of the forest
are moved by a mighty wind josephs last
exclamation was 400 lord my god

if one of these murderers their abettorsabet tors or
accessories before or after the fact are suffer-
ed to cumber tilethe earth without being dealt
with according to law what is life worm andarid
what is the benefit of laws aridand more than all
what is the use of institutions which savages
would honorbonor wherehere civilicivilizeded beings mulder
without cause or proprovocation

will the americanamericans look over tilethe vast con
cernserns that must sooner or later touch their

welfare at home and abroad and exalt or dis-
grace them among the kingdoms otof tilethe great
faamilyi 0off man and learn whether anarchy
m bbryyandand butchery are not swiftly hurry-
ing the constituted authorities of our country
into irretrievable ruineuln while the inhabitants of
theie land must sink into wretchedness blood
kliedliedsied revenge and wo

eldereider john taylor and dr willard richards
who were in the jail at the time innocently as
friendsfiends of these men have only to thank god

thatlat their lives were spared
elder taylor was wowoundednd d wi ththourpourfour bulletsblits

and fifth ball which had it not been for his
watch in his left vest pocket would have pass
ed into his vitals and destroyed hisbis life in-
stantlyst

this memorable and very valuable watch
saved his life aridand will remain with its hands
permanently pointing to 155 16 minutes
andind 26 seconds as the moment when so small
a machine interposed between time and eter-
nity

dr richards was not wounded by a single
ballbailailall though one passed so near his ear as to
leaveeave a mamarkric

if sicharchsi ch scenes do10lo not awaken the best feel
inesass of freemen for personal safety what will
vejve pausespause solemnly pause for the opinion of

millions because all are interested life is the
last boon all is blank without it death blots
theie rest and where is man I1

to conclude if the good people of our com j
mon country and our common world do not
arise with a union ofor beelinfeeling and energy to help
wash off the blood of thethotheseje two innocentinno C e I1it men
fromrom hancock county from the plighted faith
of illinois from the boasted and wide spread
in 0 fame of the united states and from the
dignity of our globe then let all but the right-
eous be smitten with a cursecurte but ro ethin ribits I1
see a union of all honest men 2 aside from
religion stand forth to magnify the law who
willwilI1 never rest till justice and judgment hahaveve
made the offenders abettorsabet tors andarid aaccessoriesaccessories
whether apostates officers or mere men atone
for the innoinnainnocentcent blood of joseph and hyrum
smith

the following was written by the underilider
sisigned0ned members of the council

TO THE SAINTS abromABROAD

dear braBrebrethenteentheu on hearing of the martyrdom
of our beloved prophet and patriarch you villiw ul

doubtless need a word of advice and comfort
and look for it from our hands

we would say therefore first of all be still
and know that the lord is god and that be
will fulfillfulfil all things in his own due time and
not one jot or tittle of all his pupurposesrposes and
promises shall fail

remember 1 REMEMBER that the priesthood
and the keys of power are held in eternity as
well as in time and therefore the servaservantstits of
god who pass the veilvellail of death are prepared
to enter upon a greater and more effectual
work in the speedy accomplishment of the
restoration of all things spoken of by his holy
prophets

remember that all the prophets and saints
who have existed since the world began are
engaged in this holy work and are yet in the
vineyard as well as the laborers of the elev-
enth hour and are all pledged to establish the
kingdom of god on the earth and to give
judgment unto the saints therefore none can
hinderlinder the rolling on of the eternal purposes of

and we have now every reason to believe
that the fulfillmentfulfilment of his great purposes are
much nearer than we had supposed and that
not many years hence we shall see the king-
dom of god coming with power andnd great glory
to our deliverance

As to our country and nation we have more
reason to weep for them than fortoe those they
have murdered for they arearo destroying them

selves and their institutions0 3 and thereli no
emedyremedy andarid asoaatlo feelingsfwing 0ott 1

yge
n s e I1 hilbwill e in

not have place for onemooneco enteni in our bosoms
for gods vengeance will speedily consumee to
that degree that we would fain be hidbid away
andarid not endure the sibightsightbt

let us then humble ourselves under the
imn lity hand oeof god and endeavor to vyt
awayvay all our sins and imperfections as a peo-
ple awlalvair aass individuals and to call upon the
lord withi the spirit of I1gracdgracegiaceliace and supplication

I1
and wait patiently on him until behe direct
our way

I1 let no vain and foolish plans or imagina-
tions scatter us abroad and divide us astlastiasunderliderriderI1 as a people to seek to save our lives at thebe
expense of truth and aritprincipleciple bbutut rather let
ilsliss live or die totogetherether and in thetile enjoyment of
society andard union

therefore we siyslysay let usits haste to fulfillfulfil the
commandments which god has already given
usils yeaapaaeayea let us haste to build the templetempie of
our god andarid to gathenGATHER together therethereuntotinto
our slitsiftsilverer antlanil our gold with us unto the name
of the lord and then we may expect that he
will teach us of hisbis ways and we will walk in
hishighi paths

we would further say that in consequence
of the great rains which have deluged the
westernestern country andarid also inin consequence of
persecution and excitement there has been but
little done here either in farming or building
this season therefore there is but little em-
ployment andanti but I1littleittle means of subsistence at
the command of the saints in thisthia region
therefore let the saints abroad and others
who feel for our calamities andarid wish to sus
tain us come on with their money and means
without delay and purchase lots and fann
and build buildings and employ hands as wellweil
as to pay their ti things into the temple and
their donations to thetile poor 1

I1

weive wish it distinctly understood abroadaaroa1 that
leeaweITeagreatly need tilethe assistance of every lover
of humanity whether members of the church
or otherwise both in influence and in contri-
butions for our aid succor and support

therefore it they feel for us now is the
time to show their liberality and patriotism
towards a poor and persecuted but honest and
industrious people I1

I1

let beendershebe elderseiders whowilo romainremain abroad coutincontinueue
to preach the gospel in its purity and falnessful ness
and to bear testimony0ny of illehe truth of these
things havellave been revealed for the salva-
tion of this generation

P P PRATT
WILLARD RICHARDS
jolinJOHN TAYLOR
IV IV PHELPS

nauvoo july 15 M1
elder J al grant returnedretarned to philadelphia
two weeks sincebince he left nauvoo and report-

ed that all was quiet allaul I1 peaciepeace iuin the city
since the burial of the martyrs

A lamentation of a jew alexander
among the afflicted and mourningt sons

andarid daughterslaughters of zion at tilethe assassinassassinsassassinationation of
the two chieftainsin israel joseph and hyrum
smith was published in the times and sea-
sons

tuesday 1016 william clayton finished
Meameasuringwiring the last rafton lumber for the terntetu
pie from the Pin eries amounting to
feet I1 ftf t

the followfollowingingraswas received by dr willard i

richards I1
11 de kalb hancock co llisaills 7

ac july 11I 1844 1
dr ririchards diardear sir in confidence

I1 hope the subject upon which this commu-
nicationni is written will be a sufficient apology
for the privilege I1 have taken in addressing
you with whom I1 have not hadbad theabe pleaspleasureuieure
of an acquaintance

I1 wish to apprize you thatthab reports are in cir-
culationculcu which no doubt arere true that the
warsaw andanti green plains are
making strong exertions to raise forces suff-
icient to mob and drive the people of your city
from their present residences

I1 think you should keep a steady look out
for it seems that the cold hearted murder of
gens joseph and hyrum smith in the carthagecartilagerjail has not satisfied the bloodthirstyblood thirsty disposi-
tiont of those demons but theyibey desire to prose-
cute their wretched purposes still further

I1 as one of gen demingdemingsIs staff have used
my influence against calling out a large armed
force to be stationed atat carthage fearing that
some might be influenced by those brats
to join them in their wretawretched purpose for I1
have no idea they can get forces enoenoughu h to
leave theirthel rhomesbomes neither in illinois noralisnor mis-
souri for that purpose to overcomeover tome you

if we could have four or five hundred troops
stationed at carthage of the right sort that
could be depended on to suppress mobs I1
should like it but fearing the influence of
those desperadoes might cause them to disobey
all orders and join the mob against youou I1 think
it best not to risk it

the murder of gens joseph and hyrum
smith is deprecated by the community almost
at large that is those who are not I1lost0st to the
principles of humanity and there seems to be
a general feeling of sympathy resting on the
public mind

I1 was pleased to hear of the prudent course
that your people resolved to pursue in acting
only on the defensive and abiding11 the law
which is on your side

yours ac
THOS H OWEN y

to which dr W richards replied cacs fol-
lows

nauvoo july 16 1844
sirsiri I1 am sorry that there has been delay

which caused your letter to arrive BOso late to
handband and I1 feel thankful for the very lindkind
and sympathetic manner in which you express
yourself towards us asaabaas a people and shall be

tf tvery u will continue your favors
to me whenever anyaily thi rig may occur and you
may depend uponn my doing the same to your-
self

in regard to tilethe assassination of the gengene
smith we do not intend to take any action in
the case nhatwhateverever but leave ourselves entirely
init the hands of the governor and the majesty
of the lawlav to mete out just and retributive
justice in the matter

yoiyol inarnamay rest perfectly assured that we nev-
er did act on the offensive or against the law
but shall continue the same course Vilich ap-
pears to havellave given you so much satisfaction
aroatoan act entirely anon the defensive andland abiablabrila
the law ui

in hastebaste sir tremain yours amemacfee
willard RICHARDS

ththosos H11 owen esq
ellereljer aiW woodruff wrote the follofollowingwinz

I1 boston july 16 1844
elders B young and 0 pratt

dear brethrenBT ethren I1 hasten to inform you that
I1 returned to this city onoil hearing the report of
the death of joseph andarid hyrum expecting to
see you I1 have waited a number of daydayss in
deep suspense to obtain word I1 could rely

I11upon
this morning two letters were put nito my

haildshands by sister phelps onone from 13id snow and
one from J E page f pittsburgh both con-
firming the report of the death of joseph and
hyrum they were murdered in carthage
jail

it is me to counsel you buthut I1 would
ask if it would not be well for you to come di-
rect to boston and hold a council with the
twelve and decide what coursec arse to pursue
things are still very critical in the west we
dont inowknow where it will end

1111I spent the sabbath berethere spoke three timestimea
comforted the saints aallali I1 could aridand had a

good time the saints bear the shock well
I1adwelllamiam wellweli and in good spirits I1 do not know
where I1 can address my letters to reach you
I1 shall write to lowell peterboroPeterboro and brad-
ford hoping they may reach you in one of0 thosethosa
placeses

I1 shall go immediately to farmington new
haven ct and new york if you wish to
write to me direct to farmington ct

yours in the kinkingdomdorndoin of gogoigoa
WILFORD WOODRUFF T

president young having received 1 elder
woodruffsVs letter at started tontor
boston but on arriving at lowell remained all
night

wednesday 17 mrs emma smith in com-
pany with woods and wasson went
to carthage for letterslitters of administration on
the estate of lierher deceased husband joseph
smith

the following is from elder woodruff
journal

eiderelder B young arrived infin boston this morn-
ing I1 walked with him to 57 temple st aridand
called upon sister tose bro young took the
bed andarid gave vent to his feelings in tears I1
took the big chair and veiled rnmy face and for
the first time gave vent to my grief and mourn
ingin for the prophet andani patriarch of the churchdosephjoseph and hyrum smith who were murdered
by a gentile mobamobsmob after being bathed in a flood
of tears I1 felt composed elder young left the
city I1 spent the night alat bro phelps

the following is extracted from the st
louis transcriptt taken from the report of the
editoneditor of the Republicrepublicanahiafi

on our return we stopped at warsaw wbwhereereera
the state commissioners were joined by col
wood the mayor of quincy and mr conyers
these gentlemen hadbad returned from nauvoo
through carthage aiaalaaidand had been laboring to
establish peace between the parties

the people of hancock county however
appear to be averse to any compromise clort
of the removal of the mormonscormons from thethoth coun-
ty they assert that it is now absolutely ne-
cessary to beacepeace and quietness that either thilthe
cormonsmormons or citizens quit the county and that
sooner or later one must go even ifff force bvbee
necessary to accomplish it I1

mr jonas one of the commissioners ad-
dressedased the citizens of warsaw and called
upon thernthem to say whether they would support
the governor in enforcing the law and uphold-
ing the constitution and they unanimously re-
fused to give the pidgealdge

the same evening a mrmir skinner of carthage
I1

who professed to speak in the name of the cit-
izens of hancock uttered the gamesame sentiment
he deprecated as impossible the idea of settle
ment if the cormonsmormons were to remain

A committee of the citizens waited upon
governor ford informing him of their fixed
conviction that it was necessary one of the
parties should leave the county and desiring
him to decide 1

the governor replied that it was not for
him to decide such a question or to order ananyY
body of citizens whether mormonscormons or anti
mormonscormonsMormons out of the county or state

from the feeling evinced by the most active
in the anti mormon ranilranksswewe came to the con
clelusion that nothing but a dread of causeconse-
quences would prevent further outbreaks the
flame has been smothered for a time but thathe
fire has not been quenched and slight causes
may make it burst forth more fiercely than
before

governor ford has a most arduous duty to
perform of his ability to it we
will not now speak at our latest dates behe
was still at quincy and avowed the intention
of maintaining the ascendancy of the law at auall
hazards he has dismissed all the troops andancl
they have returned to their homes

thursday 18 no rain since the night of0
the uit of any moment excessively
warm y thermometer 0 farpar after sunset
the clouds gathered dense and black accom-
panied by lightning which becamee

I1
BOso constant


