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PRESIDENT JOSEPH f SMITH

I1 have been requested to say a few
t words I1 have always an earnest de

sire to do my duty and when the lord
toIs with his servants by the presence
and influence of his spirit they are

A generally able to perform their duty
at least to his acceptance I1 feel vevery
Aedependentpendent upon the lord at hishia urnstime
and I1 desire an interest in your famfainn

f tandand prayers that I1 may have the good
with me during the time that I1

shallahall occupy
we have met together this afternoon

toji the capacity of a conference of thidyA stake of zion we have had presentedjW4 tore us the stake authorities tu
ethert e with the home missionariesVlatt we might sustain them by our
arterte which means also by our faith

WSasit prayers and to stand by them in
he discharge of all the duties that de-

volve upon them it is an important
duty resting upon the saints who vote
to sustain the authorities of the
church to do so not only by the lift-
ing of the hand the mere form but in
aed and in truth there never should
feeb a day pass but all the people com-
posing the church should lift up their
voices in prayer to the lord to sustain
hla servants who are placed to pre22ade overovar them not only should they

h dy this in behalf of the president of
the stake and his counselors but they
should do it in behalf of the HILhishh coun

y before whom in connection with
if the presidency of the stake matters of

nast importance to the members of the
church are brought from time to time

i tw their judgment and counsel these
linenen should have the faith of the peo-
ple to sustain them in the discharge
of their duties in order that they may
le strong in the lord these authoraauthon

F atess are also presented before the peu I1

e so that if there is any fault in thenthem
4 orthy of objection to their acting in

febbeithe positions to which they are called
e saints who know of these object

tons may make them manifest in or
alfer that such inquiry maylemaybe institute

i

d as may be necessary to ascertain
lahe truth that those who are not wor
gottar may be dropped and only such asgawe worthy and faithful in the per-

ancebonnanceBon 0of theirheir duties be sustained
S in these exalted positions in the

n h I1 was pleased to see ththeewic which the people voted
0too sustain all those whose names were
presented before them this afternoon
sha I1 hope that the feeling or deter

tion of the people is as unanimouswa sincere as the vote would andl
aatetate t

we should not permit ourselves to
alpoJP about from day to day with a spirit

rf murmuring and faultfindingfault finding in our
arts against those who are presented
ore us to toobe sustained in responsible
alons if we have anything in our
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hearts against any of these brethren
it is our duty as conscientious membersmember
of the church first as the scriptures
direct to go to them alone and make
known to them our feeling toward them
and show them the cause of such feel-
ing not with a desire in our hearts
to widen or increase the difficulty but
we should go to them in the spspiritLirit of
reconciliation and brotherly lovelova in a
true christian spirit so that if any
feeling of bitterness exists within ab
it may be absolutely removed and it
we have cause against our brother that
he may be in a position to remedy the
evil we should seek to love one an-
other and to sustain each other as
children of god and as brothers and
sisters in the cause of zion

the presentation of the authorities
of the church before a conference is
made obligatory upon the church itis the command of the lord ththatat we
shall meet together to transact the
business of the church an important
part of which is to sustain the authorsauthori-
ties of the church thus renewing outoui
covenant to uphold gods authority
which he has instituted in the earth
for the government of his church
and I1 cannot emphasize too strongly
the importance of latter day saints
honoring and sustaining in truth and
in deed the authauthority0 rity of the holy
priesthood which is called to preside
the moment a spirit enters into the
heart of a member to refrain from
sustaining the constituted authorities
of the church that moment he becomes
possessed of a spirit which inclines to
rebellion or dissension and if he per-
mit that spirit to take a firm root in
his mandit will eventually lead him into
daxdarknesskness and apostasy it makes no
difference how much I1 we may profess
to love the gospel and prizeplize our stand-
ing in the church if we allow the spirit
of darkness to take possession of oui
minds the light and love within us
will go out and bitterness and enmity
will take possession of our souls then
oh how dark how bittker and wicked
we may become

president angus M cannon in his
remarks rather admitted that one half
of the people were given to neglect of
duty and to practices which axeare con-
trary to the requirements of heaven
especially with regard to the obser-
vance of the sabbath dav- as I1 came
to this meeting I1 overtook one of the
brethren and he remarked to me that
as he passed by the station he saw a
vast crowd of people there ready to go
out to some pleasure resort now some
of these may have been professedly
latter day saints I1 do not say they
were because I1 did not see them but
if any of those profess to be latterday saints then the course they are
pursuing today Is contrary to the law
of god contrary to the covenants chev
have made in the waters of baptism
and contrary to the covenants entered
into in the most sacred places to which
latter day saints are admitted theyaey
are violating the sabbath day they are
dishonoring A commandment of the
lord they are provinsproving themselves dis-
obedient to the law and they are doing

that which is not pleasing in the sight
of godana which will result eventually
in their injury if not in their apostasy
it is as much the duty of the latterday saints to honor the sabbath daydav
and to attend to those dutiesdubies which ateare
required at their hands upon the sab-
bath as it is for them to be honest
wiwithth their neighneighborsbors anandd otheotherwiseawise to
live righteous liveslive there axeare many
people especially the young who axeare
more or less indifferent in regard to
their religiousIous duties they appearpear to
be thoughtless theychiy do nnot under-
stand the necessity for them observe
or keep the commandments of thee lordand there is connected with this negli-
gence on the martofpart of the young people
a greater negligence on the part of theparents of these young people whereparents have children jywhoho are neglect-
ful of their duties and didodisobedientbedlont to
the principles of the gospel it isin ththe
bounden duty of those parents to in-
struct their children and to urge them
to perform the duties which belong to
saints it is also the duty of the par-
ents to set an example before their
children in honoring the sabbathSabbiath day
in prayerfulness in the family circle
and in attending to every duty as latrter day saints the father and mother
who neglect to teach their children iand
to encourage them to perform their du-
tiestiL S will live to regret theirheir own folly

we read in the book of doctrine
and covenants that it is required of
parents to teach their children to un-
derstandder stand the doctrine of repentance
faith in christ the son of the living
god and of baptism and the gift of
the holy ghost by the laying on of the
hands when eight yemyears old and
they shall also teach their children to
pray and to walk uprightly before the
lord kandand if the parents fallfail to do
this anana the children go astray and jk
turn from the truth then the lord has
said that the sin shall be upon the
heads of the parents what a terri-
ble thought I1itt Is that a father who
loves his children with all his heartbart
should be held responsible before goa
for having neglected those whom he
has loved so dearly until they have
turned away from the truth and hoxhav
become outcasts the loss of these
children will be charged to the par-
ents and they will be held
ble for their apostasyapostacy and darkness I1
have tried to imagine how R would be
possible for one who Is guilty of this
great crime in the sight of the lord
to reconcile his feelings should libhe per-
adventure be admitted into the celes-
tial kAngkingdomdom while knowing thatchat
through his neglect his children wwwere
in outer darkness but I1 came to the
conclusion after reflection upon this
subject that where parents are 1nekeg

of their children andandinin con-
sequence of such neglect the children
are unworthy to enter into the celes-
tial kingdom of our god wall te1 agohn
possible for the parents to enter abom

I1 believe that to hebe the truth 16I1 do
not believe atwouldit would be possible for mome
to be admitted into exaltation WAoa


