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INJUSTICE TO THE TERRITO-
RIES.

!

WE published, some Einys ago, the news
that the postal law, by which all book

matter, eie., transmitted from the east

and west to the territory lying west'of
the  western boundary of Kansas and
east of the eastern boundary of Califor-
nia, is charged at letter postage rates,.
had been rescinded, the repeal to take
effect on the 80th of September next,
This law was most unfair and objection-
able, and it is surprising that such an
enactment should ever have passed
Congress. But the treatment of the peo-
ple of the Territories has always been
anomalous, and in many respects very
unjust. ‘What good reason can there be
assigned for stripping a citizen of the
United States of all voice in the election
of his rulers and of representation in
Congress, because he takes up his resi-
dence in' a Territory? Doesthe crossing
of ‘& river, or any other boundary,
whether real or imaginary, change a
citizen somuech that he is intapable of
exereising the elective franchise cor-
rectly? Yet theé' residents of the Terri-
tories are 'dealt with as though some
such change as this took place with
their change of residence.

When citizens move from a State inte
a Territory they are deprived of preroga-
tives which from the day they attained
maturity they always exereised; they be-
come to a cerfain extent serfs. \m':aile
they' are residents of States they have
some influence, but no sooner do they
move into' a Territory than they lose
that influence, and are deprived of the
right of self government, They lose all
voice in the government of the country.
They can vote for the members of the
Legisluture; butlaws passed by thisbody
cau ‘be vetoed by the Governor, an
officer whom they have . no voice
in appointing. - The Legislature’ can
appoint. - Probate + Judge-; but their
decisions can”be' ‘réversed hy a court,
the members'‘of 'which do. mot derive
their powers from the people of the Ter-
ritory ‘among whom théy exercise au-
thority. - Tliey '¢an vote for a Delegate
to Congress;,” and he may go to Wash-
ington; ' but what can he do when he
gets there beyond using Personul influ-
ence? He has no vote.
of a Territory may be equal to the
of representation required in the States
for a‘'member of Cofigreéss, and the Dele-
gate may have as heavy a vote polledin
his favor as'many of the members from
States; but he eannot vote, and his con-
stituentsare literally without rep
tation, and have no voice in the' affairs
of the Government. . A member of Con-
gress from a State farthest removed from
a Territory ean go to an influential Sen-
ator and say, “I 'have a friend who
wishes an appointment in a certain Ter-
ritory as Governor or Judge. I would
like you to go for him, and you can
count upon me doing you any favor that
I can in retum.””  Aundhe can carry his

poiut, because he has a vote in the.

House, and, through having a vote, he
has influence with others who have
votes. His friend, the Senator, perceives
in a moment how {:nnvenieutiy he can
use the member's influence when he
wishes a good, turn  done for himself,
But the Delegate from the Territory in
question ma‘Y- urge the appointment ofa
resident of the Territory to the vaeant
poition; and though the man may be
ths choice of the people, and possess
every requisite qualification, their wish.
eseand their Delegate’s request have but
little weight. Benators and members
know thav he has no vote, that his con-
stituents have ne. votes, not even in a
Presidential election; what inducement
is there, then, for them, in these days of
party strife; to'gratify people who can-
not benefit them 'in’ return, especially
when they can use' their influence to
profitable advartage in another direc-
tion? ‘ T

It is time'that these anomalous feat-
ures in the governmentof the Territories
should cease. They areanti-republican,
oppressive and absurd—relies of barbar-
iam, which bave b&en;handed down
from the days wheh one’elass of men
thogghtthey were born with the divine
right to'govern the other classes. They
are antdgoliistic 1o the gpicit of the age
and the genius of our gevernment, and
should be wbolished. ‘The adventurous
and havdy pioneers, who at the risk of
their lives, penetrate antredden wilds

and Jay the foundations of mighty com-

monweal s, enrich, the national dos

tmain,and extend the area of freedom, |'

shoultnot be degirived of their inherent

rights as American citizens.. If  they
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rulers,

Upwards of one hundred years ago,
when the right oftaxing the American
colonies was under discussion in the
English Parliament, Lord Camden,
who before his elevation to the peerage,
was known as Ghijf' justice Pratt, said,
‘““My position is this, I repeat it; I will
maintain it to the last hour—taxation
and representation are inseparable,
The position is founded in the law of
nature. It is more: it isitself an eternal
law of mature.” The Jeading minds of
Britain entertained the same views of
this subject as Lord Camden, Ifthink-
ing men entertained such views a
century ago, certainly they ought to
meet with a hearty recognition in
liberty’s chosen abode to-day.

In the session of 1858-9 a Bill was
introduced into Congress, which had
for its object the granting tothe inhabit-
ants of T'erritories the right of electing
their own Governor and other officers.
It met with considerable favor in some
quarters; but members were not pre-
pared for its passage. The subject
needed ventilation; but in the whirl of
excitement which preceded and accom-

anied the rebellion it was forgotten.

t is a subject that should be agitated.
The attention of Congress should be
directed to it, and a law be passed under
which the citizens of the Territories
might exercise all the rights p«ssessed
by their fellow-citizens who 1eside in
the States,

We'do not write in this strain solely
because Utah is yet a Territory. It is
true that we have suflfered annoyances
and inconveniences from the system at
Eeaent in vogue; but many of these

long to the past, At the presenttime,
we kpow of no Territory where the offi-
cers appointed by the KFederal Govern-

ment ‘are as little complained of and

found fault with as in Utah. We are &0
law-abiding, and have so little litigation
amobg us, that the Judiciary are but
little troubled in holding courts, and as
for ‘the Governor he is a gentleman
whom all respect and honor.

This subjeet can not be done justice to
in the limits of a single newspaper
article. There are several important
points that we bave not alluded to; we
may recur to 'the stbject again. |
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DISCOURSE
By Elder GEORGE A. SMI1H, de-

o tivered an the New Tabernaele, Salt

- Lake City, June 21, 1868,

. REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.

The visit of the Savior of the world,
his crucifixion aund resurrection from the
dead; the proclamation of the gospel
through the nations by his disciples and
auposties brought the subject to the at-
tention of a great portion of the world.
The Bavior, himself, is represented as
going to his 6wn—to his own nation, to
Hisown people, and they received Him
not. He came to them with the words
of life, light and salvation, but they
could not appreciate them. They con-
spired against Him and put Him to
death. He says in relation to this that
it must needs be that offenses come, but
woe to him through whom they come,
it were better for him that a millstooe
were hanged about his néck and he cast
into the depths of the sea. The oflenses
did come, His servants went forth and
preached, and, according to the histories
that have come down to us, they were
all mantyred with but one exception, that
isJohn, who is represented to have been
cast into a cauldron of oil. We find,
however, in the New Testament, that
the wridings of John are the last that are
handed down to us by Kiug James’
trauslufors’ as  iuspired writings. His
thres epistles, written almosta hundred
years after the birth of the Savior are the
'ast vooks that Kiig Jumes' traonsiators
would give (0 ‘us as inspired writings.
Perhaps wvou have reflecied upon this
matter., King'James’ translalors were
leurned men selected by the King to
translate the Seriptares. They trarisla-
ted the writings of the various apos les
and prophets, ‘and then took a vote

‘amopg  themselves to decide which

were inspired and which were not. You
will rémember that not one among this
body of Jearned divines even ' professed
to have the inspiration of God upon
him." They were leartied in the lan-
guages, sciences and the opinions of
men, and théir vote was the only test by
whi¢h ‘they decided which of ‘these

which were uot. And it was perhaps

‘only a single vote that saved, the book

(e

books were given by revelation and |
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the Holy

€ position of
an iu?ire(,i_ lemggr, . a
s head who can askthe Lord
for guidance and obtain an answer. The
Church of England made no pretensions
to inspiration. It had protested against
the Church of Rome as beiugr.th_e.
“‘beast,’” the “‘false ﬁnphet.” the *‘mo-
ther of harlots and abominations of the
earth,” and everything that was corrupt
and had inaugurated a reformation, an
established the Protestant Church of
Englavd, with the King for its head;
but it had no inspiration. And this
body of learned men passed their votes
on these sacred books without any pre-
tense whatever to inspiration from the
Almighty, Yet ‘‘ngmman. knoweth the
things of God but by the Spirit of God.”
Soon after the death of the apostles,
divisions oecurred in the Christian

churches on a variety of topics. They |

had commenced to engraft into the reli-
gion of Jesus idolatrous ideas, after the

similitude of an idolatrous . worship.
These ideas gradually crept in for some
tbree or four hundred years., The
Christian religion being held in a subor-
dinate position by the State and several
times the whole power of the Roman
Empire was exerted to exterminate it
from the earth., .This course of things
finally terminated in a political change
during which the first Christian Empe-
ror arose and stopped the persecution of
the Christians, This was Constantine the
Great. He was, by no means, the meost
pious of Christian Sovereigns, but he
was the first Christiap Emperor, and by
means of the cross for hisbanner be had

been able to wade through the blood of | was universal.

his competitors and set himself on the
throne of the Roman world. In the year
306 he established the Christian reli-
gion as the religion of the State, andsup-~
pressed the time honored rites of Pagan
temples and heathen modes of worship.

This change produced a tremendous
influence, not enly upon the Pagan, but
also upon the Christian portion: of the
Empire.  Up_ to that period the Chris-
tians had been oppressed and trampled

|
|

down, and had even been under the: ne«
cessity of burying their dead in secret.
Many portions of the city of Rome are
honey-combed with subterraneous cata-
combs excavated in the rock .where
thousands of Christians -were secretly

|

entombed during the time that to bury

| after the Christian mannper was a viola- |

tion of the laws of the Roman Empire;.
and when to adhere to this mode of bu-
rial or to acknowledge themselves Chris-
tians was liable to cost them their lives,
the confiscation of ther property or their

liberty, |
This change, however, was not
wrought at once. Unfortunately for,

the progress of Christianity and the
peace of mankind, the Emperor Julien,
the Apostate, in 361 attempted to re-
establish the Pagan religion in the,
empire, This brought on, a. bloody.
struggle, which resulted in an amalga-.
mation of Christianity and Paganism,
Idol wership bad always existed in
Rome. The gods of the Greeks and
Romans, and the gods and godesses that
were manufactured for the occasion had
temples built to them, and their wor-
ship not only directed but enforced by
the laws of the Empire. But when
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When a man entered the
church by the door, that is by faith, re-
pentance, baptism for the remigsion of
sins and the laying onof hands, he was
required to live in striet obedience to
the principles laid down in the teach-

moral code,

ings of our Savior, to sustain and up-
bold the truth and to lead a pure and
upright life, and ‘‘to do to others as
he would that others should do unto
him.”  These, in short, were the proia-
inent religious observances that existed
at the time of the Apostles of our Lord
and Savior, who had established bran-
ches of the church in nearly all parts of
the known world. ' But these simple
principles were soon trespassed upon by
philosophers.  Paul, in warning the
fﬂambem of the church of this, says:
‘bfwara lest any man spoil you through
philesophy and vain deceit after the
tradition of men, after the rudiments of
the world and not after Christ, .

The religion of the Pagan world was
made up in a great measure of ostenta-
tious display. Offerings and gacrifices
of various kinds were made in temples
of great magnificence, some of which
were kept constantly open for this pur-
pose. A great number of persons de-
voted their lives to the service of these
gods, They worshipped the images of
almost every creature that could be im-
agined, and the planets, which were
generally represented by collossal stat-
wues of exquisite workmanship. The in-
fluence of these deities over the people
Nations dare not go to
war without consulting these oracles,
Some of ‘their temples were dedicated
especially to war. There was one in
Rome which was kept constantly open
in time of war and shut in timbe of peace.
And there was one period in which war
was 8o prelonged, that this temple, ded-
icated to the god of war, was kept con-
tinuallﬂr opén for a hundred years, And
avagt ing that azealous love of the
marvellous and the wonderful could do
to sustain’' the tottering empire of Pa-
ganism was done, and to enforce the
observance of pagan rights, And to
ensure respect to their ancient mytho-
£y, thousands of the followers of the

{ meek and lowly Jesus were put to

death,

. This is but a glance at the difference
of the two systems. But at the time of
Constantine the religion of Jesus had
varied very materially frem what it was
two hundred yearsbefore,

Bome writers dispute in relation to
Constantine’s conversion; . Bome say
that he was baptized by immersion in
the old church of 8t, John ILateran, at
Rome, which was originally a heathen
temple, dedicated to the goddess Faus-
tina, one of the Roman. Empresses,
who, by some historians is asserted to
have been one of the most lewd women
that ever lived in Rome; but who was
regarded as a paragon of purity by her
Imperial husband, who caused her to
be proclaimed a goddess; and the virgins
of Rome, especially those of patrician
blood were required to go into the pres-
ence of her statue to offer their vows
previous to marrisge. Saint John Lat-
eran also contained, it is said, the font

Christianity became the religion of the
State, these rites were banished and a
vast amount of Pagan property was
confiscated, | |

The rites and ordinances of the
Christian religion were few and simple,
when compared with the ostentatious

display observed in the worship of|

Pagan idols. It might not be amiss to
enquire what the religious ceremonies
of the early Christians really were.

They believed in the divine mission of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and
endeavored to follow his precepts. The
Savior said, “Let him who. will be my
disciple take ug his cross and follow
me.”” When the Savior comwenced

His mission He went to the waters of
the Jordan and was.baptized by immer-
sion, thereby setting an example to all
to follow Him. His dis¢iples preaclred
faith, repentance, and baplism for the
remission of sins, and the ordinance n?
laying on of hands for' the reception of

Ghost, and the administration
of whatis termed the sacrament.  In

these were comprised the principal por-|

tion of the outward ordinances and cere-
monies that were observed by the early
Christians, They met on the Sabbath |
day to worship, receive instruetion and
to eall upon the name of the Lord and
to partake of the emblems of the death

in which Constantine was baptized.
But some assert, and I think Eusebius
is among the number, that Constantine
was a little careless in regard to the
matter of baptism, and deferred it, as
many persons do the making of their
wills—uutil after their death,

This, however, matters not so much
as the eflect produced by this grand po-

ﬂl"i’“ power of Rome.ip 0001

and sufferings of, our Lord and Savior
and to witness unto Him thereby tha
they were determined to keep His com-
mandments nito the end, |

Their places of worship w&ré];ghnerﬂﬂ t

litical change, which not only had a
tendency to suppr-ss Paganism, but it
also. degenerated Christianity., Thou-
sands and thousands of Pagancs—men
dedicated to the Pagan service, now
found it to their interest to seek em:-
ployment under the new religion; and
in order to make it permanent and to
give it the appearance of consequence it
was deemed necessary to incorporsate in-

| to itsome of the Pagan rites and bsten-

tatious display. . Degemneracy, almost
univer-al degeneracy was the result.
In afew centuries the religious power
‘had grown almoss equal to the former

A division ogclirred.between the patri-
archs of Gopstantinople and those of
Rome; as to the right of supremacy.
The patriarchs of Coustaniinople would
\not acknowledge those ofiRome as su-
perior in authority. Theresalt was the
establishment of the Greek Church—
an organization whieh ‘exists at the

.,_%neneut. day, at the heéad of which is the

piperer of Russia.. The rest of Ea-

| rope with the exception of the Eastern

mpire of the Romans, what was called
‘Greek ‘empire; adopted the western



