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1l have been greatly interested, as all
whpo are present doubtless have, with
the report given by Brother Evan Steph-
ens of |the cholr and its labors. One
itemy he mentions should be particularly
impressed upon the l_,auer-day Saints.
You are all {familiar with the remarkable
acoustic properlies of this building,
and the shuffliug” of feet or the moving
about of people in any part ot this
structure creates quite a disturhance.
We should always e careful to make
as little noise as possible in this taber-
nacle after the services have com-
menced. Itisa mark ol great disres.
pect in houses of worship for the con-
gregation to be moving about, or, except
in cases of necessity, for them to leave
until the services arg closed. 1 suppose
there are no Latter-day Saints who have
attended our services but have enjoyed
beyond the power of expression the
singing of our choir. I believe it is one

reat motive power that has increased
the attendsnce of young people at our
Services, and I for one feel to give them
very much credit for the entertainment
they have given us by their singing and
for the spirit which their sweet voices,
accompanied by the tones of the organ,
have inspired in our hearts. I believe
that the song of praise is mdeqd pleas-
ing unto God; -and I do not believe that
there is a man or womah living whose
heart is moved by the sweet tanes of
music, but has some tender chord which
<an be touched by the Master Hand and
be made to work in unison with some
measure at least of the Spirit of God.
We say that, “Music hath charms to
soothe the savage breast’ and in-
stances without number might be related
of the power of music even upon wild
animals. There is something which
God has planted in the human soul that
savors of divimty, and I often think that
music is the power which touches the
inward spring or inspiration that God
has planted in the human heart. I
always feel joyful in listening to that
which is given by owur singers. And
when we think that those are mostly
children who have been raised in these
mountains; that their teacher is one
whg a lew years ago was laboring on a
railroad, his talent undevelgped and
unknowu, we must feel that they have

not alone waepended upon their own
efforts, but that the Spirit of God,
which giveth intelligence and strength,
has rested in great abundance upon our
choir. I believe that the Lord will bless
them for their faithfulness in attendance
at services and lor the diligence that
they have manifested in their practices
1 da hope, however, that the chuir—and
the same wish may be extended to the
Latter-day Saints in all their labors—
wili iot be satisfied with that which
they have already done. It was cer-
tainly a great thing-~something marvel-
ous when we cobsider the circumstances
—that our choir should go te Chicago
and compete 30 successfully with those
trained volces from the British Isles and
from various parts ofytihe world that had
gathered there for the purpose of taking
part in the Eistedfod, as it is called; and
1 have heard many people trom the East
testify 1hat though our choir received
only the second prize, it was certainly
entitled to recelve the first. Butl do
not think ior one moment—and I hope
that the members of the choir do not—
that they have reached perfection
I'here is abundance of room for them
still to develop, and [ would like to see
them cootinue in their eftorts, and to be
discouraged occastonally it necessary,
in order to spur them onward to greater
diligence and make them more anxious
to attain pertec¢tion, so far as perfection
18 pussible to human b€ings. 1 remem-
ber reading an mcident of Samuel F, B.
Morse, the discoverer of the power of
electricity, He was at one tune an art
student in Loudon, and was studying
under the renowned Benjamin West. He
desired to present his master with a pic
ture, and he took special pains for sever-
al weeks to compiete the drawing which
he intended to present. Afier ne had
finished it, he took it to his master and
handed it to him, and asked him to ac-
cept it. The master looked at i,
praised its beauties, and pointed out
where Morse had done excelient work,
but finally handed 1t back ta mim and
said, ‘‘But you want to finish jt."” Morse
was a litue downcast at this remark, but
took the picture and again worked on 1t,
correcting some deliciencies which bad
beee puinted out by the master. Agamn
he brought it to hitn, and Mr. West again
praised tne further progress ol the
student; “bul,’’ he says, ‘you want to
take 1t back and fimish . Morse did
so, and the tliird ume presented it to
Mr. West; but Mr. West, atter pointing
out some errors, told htm again to take
the picture and hmsh it. “But,’’ says
Morse, *°I have finished it.'’ Then the
master showed hitn wiiere there were
certain defects in s drawing, and gave
bun this advice: ''The finishing ot oné
picture makes the artist, ana not the
drawing af many pictures.” It is the
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finishing work of this choir, individually
and collectively, that makes perfection;
it is not the learning of so many pieces
in a half-hearted way. Itis the finishing,
and thorough and complete learning,
that makes the artist in any occupation.
And this should be the aim of every
Latter-day Saint, whatever his calling
may be. He should not be content with
asking, “*will this do?'’ but *Is this the
best that can be done?”’ Nothing short
ot this should content any person in the
Church,

We say we have perfection in the
Gospel, and we are seeking to follow
the advice of the Savior when He said
to His disciples, *‘Be ye perfect, even as
your Father in heaven is perfect.”” We
have heard today that He gives no com-
mand to His children which i¢ impos-
sible of fulfillment, and we ©can only
labor with the powers that God has
given unto us, and perform to the best
of our ability the duties required of us
taday; and then tomorrow there will be
another step in advance for us ta take.
By this gradual progression, under the
blessing of God, we can reach thatper-
fection which Christ admonished His
disciples to attain. But as it is today,
even amnong the people of God, where
do you find a man that is at the head of
his profession and of his labor! Very
few indeed there are among the peo-

ple. Hunt among this people for
men to do ordinary work, and
how mapny of them are there

that can be trusted? Many will do their
work if they have an overseer to direct
their labors: but leave them alone and
they will neglect it or do it in a slipshod
manner. Take any of these men who
have large numbers of workmen under
their care, and how many da they find
among these hundreds whom they em-
ploy to whom they can entrust work with
the full assurance that it wiil be done
thoroughly and without loss of time?
Very few indeed. It is illustrated in the
incident told of two boys who were
working in a chair factory. There were
a number of others employed, and the
master paid them by the piece, and
every Saturday night they brought their
work to him and received credit at so
much per piece. But after awhile, he
desired a foreman, and in order to test
his workmen, he told them that here-
alter they could receive credit for their
work without having it tried to see if jt
was thorough; they could just report
themselves how many chairs they had
finished and credit would be given them.
He found that at the end of the first
week there was a great deal more work
reported to the man who had charge of
lhe;books, andfor two or three weeks

number ht‘t‘?&é‘“’% duily {ncreaged,
Af'the begimnlng ' f the thifd week hé
began to examipbe this work that had



